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Department  "of  Public  Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  5,  1909. 

To  His  Excellency  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1909,  being 
the  seventy-sixth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFEK, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  The  framing'  of  a  School  Code,  its  modification  by 
amendments  until  nobody  was  satisfied  with  it,  the  change  of  an 
important  word  in  the  certified  copy,  and  the  ultimate  veto  of  the 
code,  are  now  matters  of  past  history.  This  change  of  a  word  by  the 
pen  would  have  opened  the  door,  in  very  many  districts,  to  the  possi- 
bility of  two  rival  school  boards,  two  tax  levies,  two  sets  of  tax  col- 
lectors, two  treasurers,  two  corps  of  teachers,  two  adoptions  of  text- 
books, and  might  have  thrown  uncertainty  into  the  next  election  of 
school  superintendents.  These  possible  results  show  the  wisdom  of 
the  Constitutional  provision  (Act  III,  Section  IV),  which  requires  all 
amendments  to  be  "printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  before  the  final 
vote  is  taken  on  the  bill." 

Nevertheless,  legislation  of  great  importance  to  the  schools  was 
enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  issue  of  employ- 
ment certificates  to  pupils  who  are  between  fourteen  and  sixteen 
years  of  age  will,  after  January  1,  1910,  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
those  in  charge  of  the  schools.  To  avoid  the  necessity  of  issuing  two 
certificates,  one  under  the  mining  act  and  the  other  under  the  factory 
law,  the  following  form  of  certificate  was  prepared  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Deputy  Attorney  General: 

EMPLOYMENT   CERTIFICATE. 

No 

(To  be  issued  only  to  minors  between  the  ages  of  FOURTEEN  AND 
SIXTEEN  YEARS,  who  can  read  and  write  the  English  lan- 
guage  intelligently,    and    are   physically    qualified. 

,Pa., 19- • 

This  certifies,  That 

(Name  and  residence  of  minor) 

(complexion   ,  hair   ,  eyes   ^ 

is  aged years, months, 
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days,  and  is  able  to  read  and  write  the  English  language  intelligently, 
and  niay  be  employed  at  labor  in  any  of  the  following  establishments, 
businesses  and  industries:  The  manufacture  or  the  preparation  of 
white-lead,  red-lead,  paints,  phosphorus,  phosphorus  matches,  pois- 
onous acids,  tobacco  or  cigars, — in  which  industries  minors  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age  may  be  employed,  only  when  their 
labor  is  performed  in  such  part  or  parts  of  such  industries  as  are 
not  dangerous  or  a  menace  to  their  health  and  safety, — and  mer- 
cantile establishments,  stores,  telephone,  telegraph  or  other  business 
offices;  hotels,  restaurants;  or  in  any  factory,  workshop,  rolling  mill 
or  other  establishment  having  proper  sanitation  and  proper  ven- 
tilation, and  in  which  power  machinery  is  not  used,  or,  if  used,  that 
the  same,  and  all  other  dangerous  appliances  used,  are  kept  securely 
and  properly  safeguarded;  or  in  any  bituminous  coal  mine  or  an- 
thracite colliery  or  breaker. 

This  certificate  is  a  legal  warrant  for  the  employment  of  the  mi- 
nor named  hereon,  in  any  of  the  above  named  establishments,  busi- 
nesses and  industries,  under  the  provisions  of  aets  approved  April 
29th  and  May  1st.  1909.     P.  L.  pp.  283  and  375. 


(Signature  of  minor  to  whom  issued,  i 

(Signature  of  person  who  issued  certificate.) 

'Official  title.) 

(Official  address.) 

N.  B. — Blank  forms  of  the  foregoing  certificate  may  be  procured 
from  the  Superintended  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Em.- 
ployment  certificates  may  be  legally  issued  only  by  (he  school  authori- 
ties designated  in  the  8th  Section  of  the  AH  of  April  29,  1000,  printed 
on  the  back  hereof. 

This  certificate  is  the  property  of  the  minor  named  hereon  and  must 
be  surrendered  to  him  or  her  whenever  the  employment  hereunder  is 
terminated. 

Section  8.  The  employment  certificate  required  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  issued  as  follows: — 

In  school  districts  having  ;i  districl  superintendent  or  supervising 
principal,  by  such  superintendent  or  supervising  principal;  in  school 
districts  having  no  superintendent  or  supervising  principal,  but  hav- 
ing one  or  more  principals  of  schools,  by  such  principals,  each  princi- 
pal to  issue  the  certificate  to  minors  residing  within  the  territory  be- 
longing to  the  school  over  which  he  has  supervision;  in  school  dis- 
tricts, or  parts  of  districts,  having  no  district  superintendent  or  prin- 
cipal, by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  school  directors  for  that  dis- 
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trict:  Provided,  That  any  district  superintendent,  supervising  princi- 
pal, principal  of  schools,  or  secretary  of  the  hoard  of  school  directors, 
hereby  directed  to  issue  such  certificates,  may  authorize  and  deputize 
in  writing,  such  persons  as  they  may  see  proper  to  act  in  their  place 
and  stead  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  such  certificates.  Any  of  the 
hereinbefore  mentioned  officials,  authorized  to  issue  employment  cer- 
tificates, before  doing  so  shall  demand,  and  if  possible  obtain,  a  birth 
certificate,  or  baptismal  certificate,  or  passport,  or  other  official  or  re- 
ligious record  of  the  minor's  age,  or  a  duly  attested  transcript  therof; 
and,  in  the  event  that  none  of  these  is  obtainable,  may  accept,  in 
lieu  thereof,  a  record  of  the  age  as  given  on  the  register  of  a  school 
the  minor  has  attended ;  or  in  the  absence  oi'  such  record,  may  accept 
the  affidavit  of  the  minor's  parent  or  guardian,  or  other  person, 
which  affidavit  he  is  empowered  to  administer:  1'rovided,  That  the 
powers  and  duties  conferred  by  this  section  on  the  superintendents, 
supervising  principals,  principal  or  secretary  of  a  board  of  school 
directors,  be  and  the  same  are  conferred  upon  superintendents,  su- 
pervising principals,  principal,  teachers,  or  secretaries  of  any  private 
academy,  parochial  or  denominational  school,  in  all  cases  where  the 
applicant  for  an  employment  certificate  is,  or  recently  has  been,  an 
attendant  pupil  in  a  private  academy,  parochial  or  denominational 
school,  and  is  not  a  pupil  in  a  public  school:  And  provided  further, 
Tli at  whenever  in  any  school  district  an  employment  certificate  is 
issued  by  any  persons  other  than  the  public  school  official  hereinbe- 
fore directed  to  issue  such  certificates  in  said  district,  said  persons 
shall,  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  each  month,  tile  with  the  afore- 
mentioned public  school  offcial,  in  said  district,  true  copies  of  all 
employment  certificates  so  issued.  P.  L.  p.  2S5,  1009.  This  certifi- 
cate is  also  issued  under  section  4  of  Act  approved  May  1,  1900,  P.  L. 
p.  375. 

The  law  requires  that  the  certificates  issued  by  those  in  charge 
of  private  academies  and  parochial  or  denominational  schools  shall 
be  reported  to  the  proper  public  school  authorities,  hence  full  lists  will 
be  open  for  inspection  by  those  who  are  anxious  to  prevent  the  ille- 
gal employment  of  children. 

The  school  people  should  do  their  utmost  to  carry  out  this  legisla- 
tion and  should  be  careful  to  follow  the  law  in  accepting  evidence  of 
age.  I  deem  it  proper  to  draw  special  attention  to  the  requirement 
of  the  statute  "that  the  school  officials  authorized  to  issue  employ- 
ment certificates,  before  doing  so,  shall  demand  and,  if  possible,  ob- 
tain a  birth  certificate  or  baptismal  certificate  or  passport,  or  other 
official  or  religious  record  of  the  minor's  age,  or  a  duly  attested  trans- 
cript in  lieu  therof;  and,  in  the  event  that  none  of  these  is  obtainable, 
may  accept  in  lieu  thereof  a  record  of  the  age  as  given  on  the  register 
of  a  school  the  minor  has  attended,  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  record, 
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may  accept  the  affidavit  of  the  minor's  parent  or  guardian  or  other 
person,  which  affidavit  he  is  empowered  to  administer." 

It  should  be  noted  by  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  county  super- 
intendents are  exempted  from  the  list  of  those  who  are  empowered 
to  issue  the  employment  certificates.  The  act  says : — "That  in  school 
districts  having  a  district  superintendent,  or  supervising  principal, 
the  employment  certificate  shall  be  issued  by  such  superintendent  or 
supervising  principal,  in  school  districts  having  no  superintendent, 
or  supervising  principal,  but  having  one  or  more  principals  of  schools, 
by  such  principals,  each  principal  to  issue  the  certificate  to  minors 
residing  within  the  territory  belonging  to  the  school  over  which  he 
has  supervision;  in  school  districts,  or  parts  of  districts  having  no 
district  superintendent  or  principal,  by  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  school  directors  for  that  district ;  provided  that  any  district  super- 
intendent, supervising  principal,  principal  of  schools  or  secretary 
of  the  board  of  school  directors  hereby  directed  to  issue  such  certifi- 
cates, may  authorize  and  deputize,  in  writing,  such  persons  as  he 
may  see  proper,  to  act  in  his  place  and  stead  for  the  purpose  of  issuing 
such  certificates." 

By  district  superintendents  are  meant  commissioned  superintend- 
ents of  cities  boroughs  or  townships.  Counties  are  not  school  dis- 
tricts; hence  the  county  superintendent  has  no  authority  to  issue  em 
ployment  certificates. 

The  certificates  are  printed  at  State  expense  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  are  supplied  by  him 
only  to  persons  authorized  to  issue  the  same.  The  certificates  bound 
in  book  form  with  suitable  stubs  can  be  obtained  either  directly  or  at 
the  office  of  the  county  superintendent,  where  a  supply  will  be  kept 
for  the  convenience  of  secretaries  of  school  boards. 

EMPLOYMENT  CERTIFICATES  AND  COMPULSORY 
ATTENDANCE. 

It  will  henceforth  be  less  difficult  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
laws  regulating  compulsory  attendance  and  employment  certificates, 
because  the  officials  who  are  responsible  for  the  schooling  of  the 
child  will  henceforth  issue  the  employment  certificate  to  minors  be- 
tween fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age.  It  is  proper  in  this  con- 
nection to  draw  special  attention  to  the  following  points: 

1.  Children  can  no  longer  absent  themselves  from  school  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  the  legal  age  for  leaving  school  and  going  to  work  having 
been  changed  to  fourteen  years  by  the  Act  of  1907. 

2.  In  reducing  the  time  of  compulsory  attendance  to  seventy  per 
centum  of  the  school  term,  the  time  must  be  taken  either  from  the 
beginning  or  the  end  of  the  term,  and  can  not  be  deducted  from  success- 
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ive  months,  because  the  law  specifically  says  that  the  child  or  child- 
ren shall  "attend  continuously,"  and  that  in  excusing  absences  for 
urgent  reasons  the  term  urgent  reasons  "shall  be  strictly  construed 
and  shall  not  permit  of  irregular  attendance." 

3.  The  Attorney  General's  Department  has  rendered  an  opinion 
that  employment  certificates  issued  under  former  Acts  of  Assembly 
will  not  be  valid  after  January  1,  1910,  and  that  new  certificates 
must  be  issued  to  minors  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of 
age,  who  wish  to  continue  work  in  any  mine  or  factory,  as  specified 
in  the  third  section  of  the  Act  of  May  1,  1909,  P.  L.  376,  and  in 
the  seventh  section  of  the  Act  of  April  29,  1909,  P.  L.  284.  The 
new  certificates  even  if  issued  prior  to  January  1,  1910,  will  be  valid 
after  that  date. 

4.  The  new  law  requires  public  school  officials  to  issue  employ- 
ment certificates;  hence  these  will  be  expected  to  keep  a  sufficient 
supply  on  hand.  Those  incharge  of  private  and  parochial  schools 
authorized  to  issue  such  certificates  will  be  furnished  a  supply  of 
the  blanks  only  on  application. 

5.  Whenever  in  any  school  district  an  employment  certificate  is 
issued  by  any  persons  other  than  the  public  school  official,  said 
persons  shall  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  each  month  file  with  the 
proper  public  school  official  true  copies  of  all  employment  certificates 
so  issued. 

6.  Lines  one  to  three  of  section  two  of  the  Act  of  1907,  P.  L.  322, 
when  read  in  connection  with  section  one  of  the  Act  of  July  11, 
1901,  P.  L.  659,  make  it  a  misdemeanor  for  those  in  charge  of  any 
private  school  or  educational  institution  to  neglect  or  fail  to  report 
non-attendance  at  school. 

7.  The  attendance  officer  is  authorized  by  the  Act  of  May  29,  1907, 
to  enter  any  place  wherein  any  gainful  occupation  is  carried  on,  to 
ascertain  whether  any  child  or  children  not  in  attendance  at  school 
as  required  by  law,  are  employed  therein.  Refusal  to  admit  the 
attendance  officer  is  made  a  misdemeanor  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

STATISTICS  OF  TRUANCY  AND  IRREGULAR  ATTENDANCE. 

The  Department  has  been  urged  by  a  few  educators  to  gather 
statistics,  showing  the  number  of  prosecutions  for  truancy  and 
absence.  Others  oppose  the  publication  of  such  figures  because  they 
are  susceptible  of  a  two-fold  interpretation.  In  an  ideal  community 
all  the  pupils  go  to  school  regularly  because  the  school  is  the  place 
to  which  the  children  best  like  to  go.  Hence  a  low  number  of  arrests 
may  mean  either  ideal  conditions,  or  a  neglect  of  attendance  laws. 
It  should  be  the  aim  of  all  parents,  taxpayers  and  citizens  to  bring 
all  the  children  to  school  with  the  least  possible  friction,  and  with 
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as  few  arrests,  as  possible.  The  attendance  officer  who  accomplishes, 
this  object  with  ithe  least  possible,  commotion,  is  the  best  servant 
of  the  public,  and  his  services  ^should  not  be  gauged  by  a  false 
standard  like  the  number  of  arrests  he  has  made  and  the  prosecutions 
which;  he  has  instituted.  A  large  number  of  prosecutions  invariably 
shows  lack  of  tact  and.  efficiency*  on  the  part  of  an  attendance  officer. 

THE    ENUMERATION:  OP    CHILDREN. 

The  census  of  schdfol  children  should  everywhere  be  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  school  directors.  This  is  now'  obligatory  in  cities 
of  the  first  and  second  class,  where  no  assessors  are  elected.  Some 
districts  haVe  lost* considerable  appropriation  because  the  enumera- 
tion by  the  assessors  omitted  many  names  of  children  for  whom, 
if  enrolled,  the  district  Would  have  received  about  a  dollar  and  a 
half  per  pupil  out  of  the  General  School  Appropriation. 

THE  STATE  REVENUES  AND  THE  SCHOOL  APPROPRIATION. 

The.  biennial  school  appropriation  of  fifteen  million  dollars  has 
misled  many  of  our  citizens  into  thinking  that  Pennsylvania  sets 
apart  a  larger  proportion  of  the  State  revenues  for  school  purposes 
than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  This  thought  if  far  from  true, 
if  account  is  taken  of  the  permanent  revenues  for  educational  pur- 
poses. New  Jersey  does  not  make  large  school  appropriations  at 
each  session  of  the  legislature,  but  her  fixed  school  revenues  from 
other  than  local  sources  make  a  far  better  per  capita  showing 
than  Pennsylvania's  large  biennial  school  appropriation.  In  India aa 
the  total  State  tax  levy  is  .3335  out  of  which  .1035  or  nearly  half 
is  set  apart  for  education.  In  Minnesota  about  one-third  of  the 
State  revenue,  counting  funds  derived  from  school  lands  and  the 
permanent  fund,  is  devoted  to  educational  purposes.  In  Michigan 
the  elementary  school  fund  yields  a  revenue  in  excess  of  eight  million 
dollars,  which  is  twice  the  amount  raised  by,  local  taxation.  After 
the  new  census  has  been  taken,  it  will  be  interesting  to  compare 
the  per  capita  expend ture  for  educaton  in  the  different  States.  How 
much  of  a  State's  revenues  should  be  set  apart  for  school  purposes 
is  a  question  of  fundamental  importance  in  the  proper  adjustment 
of  local  and  State  taxation. 

HIGH    SCHOOL   LEGISLATION. 

The  amendment- to  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Medical  Act  will 
help  to  stimulate  secondary  education.  Heretofore  a  common  school 
education  was  all  the  training  which  the  law  required  in  the  way 
of  preliminary  education  for  the  study  of  medicine.  The  new  law 
raisesthe  requirement  1o  the  completion  of  a  four  years'  high  school 
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course,  or  its  equivalent.  A  similar  advance  has  been  made  in  the 
requirements  for  the  study  of  law,  dentistry  and  pharmacy.  The 
time  has  come  when,  not  only  the  professions,  but  all  the  other 
learned  vocations  are  closed  against  those  who  do  not  go  beyond 
the  elementary  grades  in  city  and  borough  schools,  or  beyond  the 
ungraded  schools  in  our  rural  districts.  In  these  requirements 
Pennsylvania  is  simply  following  in  the  footsteps  of  her  sister  States. 

If  our  high  school  diplomas  are  to  be  accepted  by  the  examining 
boards  of  other  States,  we  must  develop  a  system  of  secondary  schools 
equal  to  the  best  in  America.  High  schools  have  made  very  marked 
progress  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
high  school  policy  of  the  State  has  not  been  wrought  into  satisfactory 
shape.  This  year  for  the  first  time  the  township  high  schools 
received  the  maximum  appropriation  allowed  by  law.  Borough  high 
schools  received  only  fifty -seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  this  maximum. 
The  new  appropriation  bill  puts  the  high  schools  of  townships  and 
boroughs  upon  the  same  basis  by  appropriating  |45U,U00  for  equal 
distribution  among  them.  This  will  probably  increase  the  amount  to 
be  paid  to  borough  high  schools,  but  it  will  undoubtedly  diminish 
the  sum  due  to  each  township  high  school.  The  change  was  brought 
about  by  the  desire  of  joint  high  schools  to  participate  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  high  school  appropriation.  It  will  perhaps  cause  town- 
ships to  join  boroughs  in  the  establishment  of  joint  high  schools  :is 
provided  in  the  Act  of  1895.  However,  an  cff-set  to  this  tendency  is 
found  in  the  setting  apart  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  aid 
in  paying  the  high  school  tuition  'of  non-resident  pupils.  This 
appropriation  will  encourage  the  sending  of  pupils  to  high  schools 
in  adjacent  districts,  and  prevent  the  multiplication  of  weak  high 
schools. 

The  provision  that  a  high  school  must  have  an  attendance  of 
twelve  pupils,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  high  school 
appropriation,  will  tend  to  stimulate  the  development  of  strong 
schools  in  central  locations.  The  effort  to  maintain  an  efficient  high 
school  with  an  attendance  of  less  than  twelve  pupils  has  been  an 
expensive  experiment  in  some  districts.  The  temptation  in  such 
cases  is  to  employ  a  cheap  teacher,  to  gat  along  without  library 
facilities  and  adequate  apparatus,  and  to  throw  seventh,  eighth, 
ninth  and  tenth  grades  into  one  room  with  the  expectation  that 
one  teacher  shall  teach  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Instances  have  occurred  in  which  township  directors  were  greal  I  v 
incensed  because  the  Department  refused  to  recognize  schools  as  high 
schools  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  1895,  when  said  schools  were 
grammar  schools  with  two  or  three  pupils  doing  a  year's  work  beyond 
the  common  branches. 
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A  High  School  Manual  was  prepared  and  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  giving  suggestions  and  directions,  speci- 
fying minimum  requirements  for  admission  into  high  schools,  ami 
outlining  a  course  of  study  for  the  four  years  of  a  high  school  cour.se. 

By  way  of  summary,  it  may  be  said  that  the  trend  of  legislation 
has  been: — 

1.  To  encourage  the  establishment  of  township  and  borough 
high  schools  by  special  appropriations  for  their  maintenance  and 
support. 

2.  To  encourage  concentration  of  effort  by  inducing  townships 
and  boroughs  to  establish  joint  high  schools. 

.'!.  To  prevent  the  multiplication  of  weak  high  schools  by  requiring 
a  regular  attendance  of  at  least  twelve  pupils  doing  work  beyond 
the  common  branches. 

4.  To  assist  districts  in  paying  the  high  school  tuition  of  their 
pupils  in  other  districts  by  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  towards  the  paymenl  <>f  the  union  of  non-resident  pupils. 

5,  To  make  high  school  privileges  accessible  (o  all  bj-  requiring 
districts  which  maintain  no  high  schools  to  pay  the  tuition  of  their 
pupils  in  the  nearest  or  mosl  convenienl  township  or  borough  high 
school. 

The  legislation  is  incomplete  in   the  following  particulars: — 

1.  Pupils  who  attend  a  city  high  school  must  pay  their  tuition 
Ihemselves. 

2.  Pupils  who  live  olio  and  one  -half  miles  from  the  nearest  school 
in  their  own  district  may  attend  a  nearer  ungraded  school  in  another 
district  at  the  expense  of  the  district  in  which  they  reside.  The  law 
docs  no i  say  that  it  shall  apply  to  high  schools,  and  the  language 
of  the  act  leaves  room  for  litigation  on  this  point. 

:'..  If  a  township  maintains  a  two  years'  course  in  its  high  school, 
the  pupil  who  graduates  in  ihis  course  can  not  take  third  and  fourth 
year  work  in  another  district  at  the  expense  of  the  district  in  which 
he  resides  unless  the  school  board  avails  itself  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  April  '■),  1903,  permitting  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
attendance  of  pupils  at  public  schools  of  higher  grades  or  courses 
of  study,  including  high  schools,  in  other  dist  rids. 

The  Pennsylvania  school  system  in  these  important  aspects  does  not 
realize  the  ideal  of  a  school  system  which  is  like  a  ladder  stretching 
from  the  gutter  into  the  university,  and  ou  which  the  boy  who  has 
the  strength  to  climb  may  ascend  into  any  of  the  learned  vocations. 
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MEN  AND  WOMEN  AS  TEACHERS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of 
male  teachers  and  the  vapid  increase  in  the  number  of  women  who 
teach  in  the  public  schools: — 

Male.  Female. 

1900,  9,394  19,996 

1901,  9,194  20,850 

1902,  8,585  22,055 

1903,  8,243  23,206 

1904,  8,256  23,969 

1905,  8,028  24,324 

1906,  7,874  25,357 

1907,  7,595  25,854 

1908,  7,488  26,525 

1909,  7,935  26,771 

The  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  for  the  year 
1908-1909  may  be  due  partly  to  the  increase  of  salaries  caused  by  the 
minimum  salary  law,  and  partly  to  the  industrial  depression  which 
threw  many  men  out  of  employment.  There  is  an  unmistakable 
tendency  on  the  part  of  young  men  to  quit  teaching  and  to  seek  more 
lucrative  employment  elsewhere,  thus  throwing  the  public  schools 
into  the  hands  of  women  who  are  willing  to  work  for  less  conmpensa 
lion  than  men  are  willing  to  accept.  This  tendency  should  be  viewed 
with  alarm  because  there  is  a  time  in  the  life  of  the  average  boy 
when  he  needs  the  influence  of  the  masculine  mind  to  inspire  him 
with  the  sense  of  something  to  be  achieved. 

For  certain  grades  women  are  better  teachers  than  men,  but  in  the 
higher  grades  and  in  the  ungraded  schools  the  average  boy  prefers 
a  male  teacher. 

Moreover,  there  is  danger  that  the  adjustment  of  the  normal  school 
course  to  the  high  school  curriculum  may  drive  young  men  away 
from  the  vocation  of  teaching  and  convert  the  state  normal  schools 
into  ladies'  seminaries.  This  outcome  in  the  normal  school  policy 
of  other  states  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  Pennsj-lvania. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS  AND  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  high  schools  with  that  of  the 
state  normal  schools  is  a  problem  that  has  not  been  solved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  any  body. 

It  is  a  waste  of  public  money  to  convert  the  average  high  school 
into  a  training  school  for  teachers  and  thereby  to  duplicate  the 
expense  involved  in  the  maintenance  of  state  normal  schools. 
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The  teacher  needs  a  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  far  more 
thorough  and  extensive  than  that  given  by  the  graded  schools,  or 
required  for  ordinary  purposes.  For  purposes  of  discipline,  and 
as  instruments  of  thought,  the  processes  of  arithmetic  are  not  equal 
to  those  of  algebra,  geometry  and  more  advanced  mathematics. 
A  knowledge  of  science  and  literature  is  of  far  more  importance  in 
adjusting  the  pupil  to  modern  life  than  many  things  in  tbe  common 
branches  which  a  teacher  should  know  and  of  which  the  persons 
who  do  not  teach  can  afford  to  be  ignorant.  To  make  every  pupil 
in  the  high  school  study  all  the  things  which  a  teacher  should  knoAv 
is  a  waste  of  time  and  money  and  disgusts  some  pupils  with  study 
and  the  school.  The  high  school  should  primarily  seek  to  fit  the 
pupils  for  the  life  which  they  will  lead,  and  it  is  a  secondary  or  sub- 
ordinate purpose  of  the  high  school  to  fit  its  pupils  for  college  or  a 
professional  school,  such  as  the  normal  school  should  be.  The  normal 
school  is  at  present  adjusted  largely  to  tneel  the  wants  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  grow  up  on  the  farm  and  who  at  sixteen  or  eighteen 
find  in  themselves  an  ambition  to  rise  above  the  ranks  of  common 
wage  earners.  Many  of  them  see  a  chance  to  earn  money  by  leach 
big,  and  after  a  term  or  two  at  a  normal  school  they  do  more  satis- 
factory work  in  country  schools  than  the  immature  girl  graduate  of  a 
city  high  school  who  generally  finds  herself  a  misfit,  if  placed  in 
charge  of  a  rural  school. 

To  any  one  who  will  thoroughly  investigate  conditions,  ii  will  he 
ap]  arenl  that  Pennsylvania  is  not  ready  to  impose  a  four  years' 
high  school  training  as  a  condition  for  entering  the  normal  school. 
Wherever  this  policy  has  been  adopted,  the  normal  schools  have 
become  ladies'  schools  to  a  Large  extent,  the  young  men  going  to 
professional  and  technical  schools  which  they  can  enter  with  the 
same  preparation.  There  are,  of  course,  other  factors  which  keen 
young  men  from  teaching.  So  long  as  the  best  men  can  find  more 
lucrative  employment  in  other  vocations,  the  attendance  of  voting 
men  at  normal  schools  will  diminish,  and  young  girls  must  take  their 
place  in  the  school  room. 

Free  tuition  at  the  normal  schools  is  an  inducement  of  some  value 
in  causing  young  men  and  women  to  go  to  training  schools  for 
teachers.  In  1903  four  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  were 
taken  from  the  appropriation  to  the  public  schools  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  free  tuition  in  the  slate  normal  schools  and  the  amount 
has  been  gradually  increased.  The  last  legislature  made  a  special 
appropriation  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  to  pay  a  deficit  ami 
Ihen  set  apart  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  free  tuition  in  the 
state  normal  schools  and  seventy-two  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  in 
a  similar  way  to  the  teachers'  training  schools  of  Philadelphia.  At 
the  next   session  of  the  legislature  the  training  schools  of  cities  of 
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the  second  class  will  probably  agitate  for  a  similar  appropriation. 
Of  course,  every  dollar  applied  in  this  way  is  so  much  taken  from 
the  direct  appropriation  to  the  common  schools.  From  one  point  of 
view  this  is  no  doubt  justifiable,  but  from  another  view  point  it  is 
questionable  how  far  the  policy  of  "robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul"  can 
be  carried  without  serious  consequences.  If  the  policy  is  carried  too 
far,  it  will  cause  an  amount  of  friction  very  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  public  schools.  If  the  appropriation  for  free  tuition 
in  state  normal  schools  and  city  training  schools  is  to  be  taken 
from  the  general  school  appropriation,  every  increase  in  the  amount 
set  apart  for  free  tuition  should  be  accompanied  by  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  general  school  appropriation.  Moreover,  if  the  thirteen 
state  normal  schools  are  to  train  all  the  teachers  for  the  public 
schools,  their  facilities  must  be  largely  increased;  for  over-crowded 
class  rooms  and  inadequate  facilities  for  practice  teaching  mean 
schools  that  are  inefficient  and  inadequate. 

"The  substitution  of  one  poor  method  for  another  poor  method," 
says  Superintendent  Lester,  "is  expensive,  as  well  as  disastrous  to 
the  schools."  Whenever  our  people  are  satisfied  Avith  instruction 
below  the  best  in  quality,  it  means  laggards  at  school  and  retardation 
of  pupils  in  passing  from  grade  to  grade.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
the  repetition  of  work  by  pupils  costs  the  American  taxpayers  a 
sum  of  money  equal  to  twenty-seven  million  dollars,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  waste  of  effort,  the  loss  of  time  and  the  deterioration  of  brains 
on  the  side  of  the  children. 

RETARDATION  OF  PUPILS. 

A  careful  study  has  been  made  of  ihe  causes  of  retardation.  Age, 
sex,  color,  nationality,  physical  defects,  faulty  methods  of  promotion 
and  the  employment  of  inexperienced  young  persons  as  substitute 
teachers  furnish  a  partial  explanation  for  Ihe  loss  of  time  on  the 
part  of  so  many  children  as  they  pass  from  grade  to  grade.  Nothing, 
however,  is  found  to  contribute  more  to  this  result  than  irregular 
attendance.  Legislation  can  not  cure  this  defect;  for  its  cure  individ- 
ual effort  is  needed  in  every  community. 

The  school  should  be  made  the  place  to  which  the  children  best 
like  to  go.  The  efforts  of  the  teacher  to  secure  regular  attendance 
b}7  making  the  school  attractive  should  be  supplemented  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  attendance  officer  who  should  ferret  out  the  causes 
of  absence  and  secure,  if  possible,  by  i)ersuasive  methods,  and  if 
not,  then  by  fines  and  prosecutions,  the  regular  attendance  of  every 
pupil,  whether  enrolled  in  public  or  in  privale  schools. 
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INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

In  view  of  the  decline  of  the  apprentice  system,  the  feeling  is 
growing  stronger  that  the  schools  should  fit  for  bread-winning  and 
hence  should  train  the  pupils  for  industrial  life.  The  number  of 
trades  that  can  be  and  are  taught  in  public  schools  is  necessarily 
small.  Most  of  the  pupils  leave  school  at  fourteen  to  go  to  work. 
Previous  to  the  fourteenth  year  the  child  is  too  young  to  learn  a 
trade.  The  tools  are  too  heavy,  the  toil  too  severe  for  the  strength  of 
the  boy.  Bricklaying,  carpentering,  and  similar  trades  have  few  ap- 
plicants. Most  boys  prefer  electrical  engineering.  As  soon  as  they 
find  difficulty  in  mastering  engineering  problems,  they  are  willing 
to  learn  electric  wiring  and  processes  which  belong  to  a  handicraft. 
Moreover,  the  endowed  trade  schools  select  their  pupils  by  examina- 
tion. The  highest  only  are  admitted.  The  boy  who  is  below  the 
average  has  no  chance  and  oftentimes  does  not  wish  the  chance 
to  learn  a  trade. 

The  public  school  inspires  social  ambitions  which  predispose  the 
girl  to  work,  if  she  must  work,  in  a  factory  or  at  a  typewriter  in 
preference  to  entering  domestic  service.  The  boy  wishes  an  occupa- 
tion that  will  not  soil  his  hands  or  his  clothes.  He  does  not  wish 
a  job,  but  a  position  with  a  salary  attached.  Thus  the  trade  school 
finds  few  candidates  for  many  of  the  most  useful  handicrafts.  Experi- 
ments in  trade  schools  maintained  by  taxation  should  be  made  with 
extreme  care;  otherwise  there  will  be  a  disastrous  reaction. 

Much  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  agriculture 
into  the  public  schools.  Eloquent  advocates  claim  that  every  youth 
should  learn  how  to  cultivate  a  garden,  how  to  keep  a  cow,  how 
to  manage  a  poultry  yard  because  these  are  possible  to  most  families 
outside  of  the  cities  and  large  boroughs.  What  can  the  school  do 
with  a  cow?  How  can  a  poultry  yard  be  kept  on  school  ground9 
Who  can  run  a  garden  during  the  winter  months,  when  the  schools  are 
in  session?  In  these  ma  Iters  the  school  must  be  supplemented  by 
the  home,  and  the  instruction  at  home  should  be  re-enforced  by 
instruction  at  school.  The  mysterious  acts  of  budding  and  grafting, 
the  selection  of  seed  corn,  the  destruction  of  the  wheat  moth  and 
other  insects.  Hie  use  of  the  Babcock  milk  tester  and  other  knowledge, 
bearing  upon  the  arts  of  the  husbandman,  can  be  taught  without  diffi 
culty  in  the  public  schools.  The  State  College  has  announced  a  sum 
mer  school  of  six  weeks  in  which  the  teachers  of  rural  schools,  and  es- 
pecially the  principals  of  township  high  schools  may  learn  how  best- 
to  impart  the  knowledge  bearing  upon  agriculture. 

It  is  easy  to  carry  theory  so  far  as  to  give  Teachers  a  bad  conscience 
with  reference  to  their  work.  An  apostle  of  the  new  order  has  formu- 
lated the  maxim:     "The  problems  of  the  community  should  become 
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the  problems  of  the  school."  II  sounds  very  much  like  other  pedagogi- 
cal maxims  which  for  a  while  made  a  great  stir,  but  passed  into 
innocuous  desuetude  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  for  guidance 
a  maxim  can  never  have  universal  validity  in  the  school  room. 

The  care  of  the  sick,  the  conversion  of  sinners,  the  administration 
of  law  are  problems  of  the  community,  but  to  shie  their  solution  at 
the  teacher  is  to  expect  impossibilities.  The  church,  the  slate,  the 
community  and  the  home  have  each  their  problems  to  solve.  To  ask 
the  school  to  take  up  every  problem  which  these  neglect,  is  neither 
sane  nor  just.  The  maxim  quoted  above  is  sound  only  when  inter- 
preted to  mean  that  the  school  may  aid  in  the  solution  of  the  problems 
by  which  the  community  is  confronted. 

The  school  should  not  aim  to  teach  every  child  every  thing  that  any 
child  may  possibly  need  at  some  future  day.  Such  an  attempt  is 
certain  to  involve  a  waste  of  time,  money  and  vital  force. 

SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS. 

Legislation  is  needed  to  straighten  out  the  tangle  in  which  school 
holidays  now  are  under  existing  laws.  If  all  holidays  are  to  be 
observed  by  closing  the  schools,  the  children  will  have  more 
days  out  of  school  than  in  school.  Appropriate  exercises  should 
make  significant  the  days  which  are  observed  in  honor  of 
Columbus,  Washington  or  Lincoln.  Nor  is  there  a  good  reason  for 
turning  children  out  of  school  on  election  days  and  other  festal  days 
named  in  the  calendar.  Directors  should  be  explicitly  empowered 
by  law  to  regulate  the  observance  of  holidays  by  the  schools  under 
their  jurisdiction. 

If  there  be  any  justification  for  adding  another  to  the  list  of 
holidays,  that  day  is  the  eighteenth  of  May.  It  was  on  this  day  in 
1899  that  the  first  Peace  Conference  met  at  the  Hague.  Since  that 
date  eighty  treaties  have  been  made  binding  the  leading  nations  of 
the  globe  hereafter  to  settle  their  disputes,  not  by  the  appeal  to  arms, 
but  by  the  peaceful  method  of  International  Arbitration.  Surely 
the  schools  can  do  something  to  stop  the  craze  for  armaments.  The 
world  is  ruled  by  ideas.  The  school  stands  for  ideas,  and  the  peace 
idea  is  sure  to  triumph  in  the  end.  The  working  man,  the  merchant 
and  the  school  need  peace  for  their  welfare  and  prosperity. 

MEDICAL    INSPECTION    AND    SCHOOL    SANITATION. 

Medical  inspection  has  been  tried  with  excellent  results  in  Phila- 
delphia, Eeading  and  Harrisburg.  Other  cities  have  hesitated  to 
incur  this  expense  because  there  is  no  mention  of  medical  inspection 
in  the  school  laws.  It  may  be  assumed  that  what  is  not  forbidden, 
is  allowed,  if  essential  to  the  highest  welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 
B— 5— 1909 
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A  parallel  may  be  found  in  the  interpretation  which  the  Supreme 
Court  put  upon  the  Constitution  of  1838.  Undoubtedly  specific  legis- 
lation upon  medical  inspection  and  the  allied  subject  of  school 
sanitation  would  clarify  the  minds  of  school  directors  and  give  them 
courage  to  make  the  most  important  move  in  rounding  out  the  educa- 
tional system  of  the  Commonwealth. 

SCHOOL    SUPERVISION    AND    SCHOOL    ADMINISTRATION. 

School  supervision  should  not  be  confounded  with  school  admini- 
stration. The  latter  function  is  well  attended  to  in  nearly  all  our 
counties,  whilst  the  former  has  become  a  physical  impossibility, 
under  existing  conditions.  If  a  county  superintendent  has  more  than 
one  hundred  fifty  schools  to  visit,  liis  visits  cannot  mean  more  than 
mere  school  inspection.  This  is  so  obvious  as  to  require  no  argument. 
Either  the  county  superintendents  should  be  given  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  assistants,  or  the  law  should  make  it  possible  for  several 
districts  to  engage  a  competent  supervisor.  Without  unity  of  purpose 
and  concentration  of  effort  along  definite  lines,  the  pupils  lose  time 
in  passing  from  grade  to  grade. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. 

It  will  be  wise  for  the  friends  of  educational  progress  to  discuss 
whether  it  is  better  to  attempt  to  legislate  by  a  complete  code,  or  by 
the  classes  into  which  school  districts  have  been  or  may  be  divided, 
or  by  subjects  or  topics  which  require  new  legislation.  To  attempt 
legislation  by  a  complete  code,  is  the  ideal  method,  but  it  is  not 
always  feasible  because  it  masses  all  the  opponents  into  one  body 
and  requires  concessions  to  individual  dish  ids  which  would  other 
wise  be  unnecessary.  To  legislate  by  each  of  the  four  classes  into 
which  school  districts  have  been  or  may  be  divided,  permits  the 
larger  cities  to  get  what  they  need,  without  disturbing  conditions 
in  the  rural  districts.  To  legislate  by  subjects  or  topics  provokes 
least  opposition  and  hence  may  be  the  most  effective  method  in  the 
end.  Should  any  Act  of  Assembly  relating  to  a  single  topic  be 
declared  unconstitutional,  it  would  not  disturb  the  entire  school 
system. 

A  complete  code  might  simplify  and  unify  and  harmonize  details 
which  are  now  in  contradiction.  For  a  time  this  would  be  very 
advantageous,  but  in  no  long  time  changes  and  amendments  would 
be  made,  involving  a  return  to  the  status  in  which  our  school  laws  are 
now  found. 

It  is  generally  agreed  by  our  leading  educators  that  we  need  modi- 
fications in  the  laws  relating  to  high  schools,  supervision  of  schools, 
registration  of  teachers'  certificates,  medical  inspection,  school  holi- 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  xix 

days,  truant  schools  and  normal  schools.  The  details  should  be 
discussed  during  the  coming  year  at  Directors'  Conventions  and 
Teachers'  Associations. 

A  NOTEWORTHY  DONATION. 

An  unknown  friend  and  lover  of  the  public  schools  placed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Union  Trust  Company  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  securities,  the  proceeds  from  which  amounting  to  twelve 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  are  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  of  Greater  Pittsburg.  There  are  no 
stipulations  with  the  fund,  except  that  it  shall  be  used  for  the 
improvement  of  the  schools.  Dr.  John  A.  Drashear  was  asked  by  the 
donor  to  administer  the  trust.  He  has  asked  the  following  gentlemen 
to  assist  him: — Judge  Joseph  Buffington,  W.  L.  Scaife,  Charles  F. 
Scott,  Charles  Reisfar,  Jr.,  and  G.  W.  Gerwig.  Too  much  praise  can 
not  be  bestowed  upon  the  spirit  which  prompted  this  benefaction. 
If  properly  administered,  this  fund  will  serve  as  a  constant  stimulus 
to  better  work  and  must  result  in  lasting  benefit  to  the  children. 
It  will  materially  help  to  lift  the  schools  to.  that  ideal  of  efficient 
service  which  is  in  the  hearts  of  good  Americans  everywhere. 

TEACHING  AS  A  PEOFESSION. 

Teaching  is  a  growing  profession.  In  many  fields  of  human  endeav 
or  we  look  to  the  past  for  the  greatest  achievements.  In  painting  we 
look  back  to  Raphael  whose  name  is  synonymous  with  perfection, 
and  to  Zeuxis  who  painted  grapes  looking  so  natural  that  birds 
pecked  at  them.  In  music  the  last  hundred  and  fifty  years  have 
produced  the  greatest  composers  and  artists.  In  the  domain  of 
education  the  golden  age  is  neither  past  nor  present,  but  we  look 
to  the  future  for  achievements  that  shall  eclipse  anything  and  every- 
thing that  the  past  and  the  present  can  boast  of.  The  members  of  a 
growing  profession  must  study  constantly  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
times.  The  teacher  who  never  reads  a  book  bearing  upon  his  vocation 
will  soon  fall  behind  the  age. 

Teachers'  reading  circles  had  their  origin  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
late  Professor  W.  H.  Payne,  of  Michigan  University,  claimed  that 
he  got  the  idea  at  the  Schuylkill  county  institute  (where  he  helped 
to  organize  a  reading  circle  and  to  map  out  a  course  for  teachers) 
and  took  it  to  Michigan,  whence  it  spread  into  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
other  states. 

In  Pennsylvania  the  movement  for  a  State  reading  circle  was 
doomed  to  failure  because  the  man  who  sought  to  organize  the  move- 
ment tried  to  use  the  organization  for  the  sale  of  his  own  books. 
As  a  consequence,  the  county  and  sometimes  the  city  have  become  the 
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unit  of  effort  and  organization.  Some  cities  have  accomplished  by 
this  plan  what  would  have  been  impossible  under  a  state  organization. 
State  uniformity  at  first  pushes  up  from  below,  but  soon  begins  to 
level  from  above  down.  One  can  not  expect  to  exact  from  an  entire 
State  more  than,  or  even  as  much  as,  the  average  teacher  can  accom- 
plish. The  reading  courses  in  Williamsp'ort  and  Pittsburg  deserve 
special  mention.  In  a  city  like  Pittsburg,  with  its  Carnegie  Library 
and  teachers'  associations,  you  can  get  the  best  that  is  in  print  and 
make  it  accessible  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  profession.  The  litera- 
ture on  education  has  become  so  voluminous  that  any  person  who 
tries  to  absorb  all  is  sure  to  have  an  attack  of  mental  dyspepsia.  Dr. 
lligbee  said  to  oue  of  our  Superintendents:  "You  must  read  less 
and  think  more."  Tbe  discussion  of  a  book  or  a  chapter  after  it 
has  been  read,  the  interchange  of  views  and  criticisms,  the  rejection 
of  chaff  and  mere  fads  are  essential  to  the  healthy  growth  of  a  teacher 
who  is  trying  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  latest  and  best.  Hence  whilst 
we  have  lost  something  by  dropping  the  State  organization  of  reading 
circles,  we  have  gained  much  by  freedom  of  effort  in  favored  localities. 

Beading  merely  for  the  sake  of  reading  has  little  value.  The 
reading  habit  yields  the  best  return  when  it  has  a  definite  purpose. 
Reading  at  random  means  little  for  the  teacher,  and  less  for  the 
education  of  the  child.  We  may  read  for  amusement  (e.  g.  the 
anecdotes  in  a  magazine),  or  for  enjoyment  (e.  g.  the  latest  works 
of  fiction  i.  or  for  information  (e.  g.  the  daily  papers  and  the  monthly 
magazines  i.  or  lor  confirmation  (e.  g.  the  scientific  accounts  of  the 
expeditions  of  Cook  and  Peary  to  the  North  Pole),  or  for  guidance 
(e.  g.  the  literature  of  a  profession),  or  for  inspiration  and  uplift 
(e.  g.  when  we  read  the  literature  of  power  i.  Very  few  books  on 
education  are  so  fascinating  that  one  would  read  them  for  enjoyment. 
Some  of  them  are  full  of  information  very  much  as  a  cook  book  is 
full  of  information,  which  the  good  house  wife  studies  for  guidance, 
perhaps  for  confirmation,  certainly  not  for  amusement  or  inspiration. 

It  is  one  of  the  chief  functions  of  a  superintendent  to  point  out 
the  best  books  for  professional  uplift  and  inspiration  and  to  save 
the  teachers  from  wasting  I  heir  time  upon  things  of  only  transient 
importance. 

The  aim  of  every  teacher's  reading  circle  should  be  the  attainment 
of  pedagogic  I  ruth.  And  when  the  truth  has  been  found,  it  should 
not  be  ignored  or  neglected  or  disparaged,  but  it  should  be  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  school  and  the  child. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFEP, 
Supi    of  Public  Instruction. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending  June  7,  1909, — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,584 

Number  of  schools, 33,781 

Number  of  superintendents, 102 

Number  of  male  teachers,   7,935 

Number  of  female  teachers,  20,771 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 34,700 

Whole  number  of  directors,   17,484 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $62  23 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,   $47  07 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8   40 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,203,034 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 994,909 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc.,    $8,380,505  00 

Teachers'  wages,    18,475,090  77 

Cost  of  school  text  books, 1,110,670  60 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,   882,381  92 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,    9,668,670  38 

Total  expenditures, 38,523,925  39 

Regular   appropriation    to    common   schools    for    the 

school  year  ending  June  7,  1909, 0,872,500  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  June  7,  1909,  312,500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools,  137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  borough  high  schools,   137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'   salaries,  115,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 87,917,012  69 
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Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  3, 
1908,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  districts,    4 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 613 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,  447 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,  240 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, $1  00 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  ....  .22 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term, .02 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 31,834 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,   $875,347  84 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,     $2,668,660  91 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  lees  of  collec- 
tors and  other  expenses $807,195  32 


Condition  of  System,  nol   including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts, 2,583  increase,  4 

Number  of  schools,   29,327  increase,  406 

Number   of   pupils 1,088,898  Increase,  29,838 

Average  daily   attendan  ■••.  841,887  Increase,  38,093 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  .  .  s7  Increase,  2 
Average    length    of    school 

term  in  months 8  22  increase,  .02 

Number  of  male  teachers,  7,537  Increase.  412 

Number  of  female  teachers,  22,712  Increase,  134 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  30,249  Increase,  546 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers,  per  month $60  65  increase,  .99 

Average   salary    of  female 

teachers,   per   month,    .  .  46  fit)  Increase,  .OS 
Cost  of  supplies  other  than 

textbooks 728,875  61  Increase,  $86,294  48 

Teachers'    wages,    14,643,935  51  Increase,  743,570  11 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  fees 

of  collectors,  etc. 9,023,76177  Increase,  1,507,020  14 

Cost  of  text  books 884,867  47  Increase.  102,769  33 

Purchasing,  building,  re- 
pairing  houses,    renting, 

etc.,    9,023,761  77  Increase,  1,567,020  14 

Total  expenditures,   31,320,890  36  increase,  3,774,57119 

Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,    7  01  Increase,  .24 
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Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  building  pur- 
poses,      $1  47     Increase,  .16 

Amount  of  tax  levied, 20,758,275  04     Increase,       1,643,320  07 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Number  of  schools,    4,457 

Number  of  male  teachers, 39S 

Number  of  female  teachers,    4,059 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, |167  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month, f  78  80 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 174,136 

Average  attendance,  153,082 

Teachers'   wages,    $3,831,755  26 

Cost  of  grounds,   buildings,   renting,   and   repairing,  2,347,055  06 

Cost  of  text  books, 225,803  19 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, 153,506  31 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  all  other 

expenses,    644,914  61 

Total  expenditures,    7,203,035  03 

Estimated  value  of  school  property,   18,527,825  00 
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REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


We  have  nothing  unusual  to  report  concerning  the  work  done  in 
the  schools  during  the  past  year.  We  had  a  body  of  faithful  and 
earnest  teachers  who  were  well  trained  for  their  work  and  I  believe 
commendable  progress  was  made  along  all  lines.  It  has  been  the  aim 
of  both  teachers  and  directors  to  make  the  schools  deserving  the 
hearty  support  of  the  patrons  and  citizens  by  earnestly  and  faithfully 
striving  to  make  apparent  the  importance  of  a  liberal  education. 

The  eighth  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  teachers  convened  in 
Brua  Chapel,  Gettysburg,  August  20.  The  county  superintendent 
outlined  the  work  for  the  year  in  a  general  way  and  addressed  his 
remarks  especially  to  the  beginners.  He  was  ably  assisted  by 
Superintendent  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  who  spoke  on  "•Learn 
To  Think  by  Thinking,"  and  "The  Program."'  Professor  H.  A.  Sur- 
face, of  Harrisburg,  presented  the  subject  of  "Duties  of  Teachers  in 
Rural  Schools"  in  two  talks.  In  the  evening  Miss  Bertha  B.  Herring, 
of  Harrisburg,  gave  a  pleasing  elocutionary  entertainment.  I  believe 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  inspiration  and  instruction,  was  fully 
realized. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Gettysburg  during  the  week  of 
November  16,  and  proved  to  be  a  success  in  every  way.  There  were  no 
disappointments  and  the  program  was  carried  out  in  every  particular. 
The  teachers  aided  very  much  by  faithful  attendance  and  attention. 
All  were  present  except  one,  and  he  was  detained  at  home  by  sickness. 
As  usual  our  instruction  was  as  good  as  can  be  secured.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  of  Lima,  Ohio;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of 
West  Chester ;  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburg ;  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin  and 
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Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Shippensburg.  Professor  T.  L.  Gibson,  Balti- 
more, bad  cbarge  of  tbe  singing.  Tbe  evening  entertainments  con- 
sisted of  lectures  by  Dr.  King  and  Dr.  Russell  H.  Con  well,  and 
entertainments  by  tbe  Maude  Willis  Company,  the  Honolulu  Students, 
and  the  Edwin  R.  Weeks  Company.  The  plan  of  dividing  the  institute 
into  departments,  Primary  and  Secondary,  Grammar  and  High,  and 
Rural,  for  instruction,  worked  successfully. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was  held  in  the  court 
bouse,  February  8  and  9.  The  attendance  was  good  on  the  part  of 
the  public  and  one  hundred  forty-four  directors  were  enrolled 
President  A.  I.  Weidner,  of  Arendtsville,  presided.  H.  D.  Bream, 
of  Cumberland  township,  gave  a  report  of  the  State  Convention  of 
190S,  and  delegate  H.  F.  Stambaugh,  of  Berwick  borough,  reported 
the  State  Convention  of  1909.  The  other  delegates  were  R.  D.  Bream 
of  Franklin  township,  P.  A.  T.  Bower,  of  Butler  township,  J.  C. 
Rebert,  of  Littlestown,  A.  I.  Weidner,  of  Arendtsville.  Some  of  the 
questions  considered  by  the  convention  were  the  following:  "Waste 
in  the  School  Room."  "Proper  Apparatus  and  Equipment,''  "Why 
Directors  Do  Not  Visit  the  Schools  more  Frequently?"  "How  Can 
a  Director  Help  the  Schools  when  Visiting  Them?"  "How  To  Select 
Good  Teachers?"  Helpful  addresses  were  delivered  by  Superinten- 
dent E.  M.  Rapp,  and  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction.  Officers  elected  for  next  year  are  the  following: 
President,  W.  E.  Thomas,  of  Tyrone;  Vice  Presidents,  W.  E.  Kapp, 
of  Biglerville,  and  J.  W.  Prickett,  of  Menallen ;  Recording  Secretary, 
H.  F.  Stambaugh ;  Treasurer,  J.  E.  Musselman,  of  Gettysburg.  Dele- 
gates to  the  State  Convention  in  1910:  E.  M.  Bender,  J.  W.  Prickett, 
J.  H.  Peters,  Jas.  Hildebrand,  and  D.  S.  Reynolds.  These  meetings 
have  become  popular  and  they  are  accomplishing  much  good  in  behalf 
of  the  schools  of  the  county.  The  Association  lost  two  of  its  most 
active  members  by  death.  Rev.  J.  H.  Peters,  of  Bendersville,  and  Rev. 
J.  A.  McDermad,  of  Menallen  township.  These  gentlemen  held  the 
office  of  secretary  of  their  boards  for  a  number  of  years  and  at  the 
time  of  their  death.  We  are  also  called  upon  to  chronicle  the  death  of 
one  of  our  foremost  teachers.  Miss  Ida  E.  Sheads,  who  taught  in  the 
schools  of  Gettysburg  for  more  than  thirty  years.  She  was  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  as  a  teacher,  always  ready  to  do  her 
utmost  for  the  advancement  of  her  pupils.  In  the  death  of  the  above 
named  persons  the  cause  of  education  in  the  county  suffered  a  great 
loss. 

The  high  schools  at  Gettysburg,  Littlestown,  New  Oxford,  Abbotts- 
town,  East  Berlin,  and  McSherrystown  graduated  classes  and  held 
very  pleasing  commencement  exercises.  The  graduates  acquitted 
themselves  in  a  creditable  manner.  Many  of  these  young  people  will 
continue  their  studies  in  institutions  of  higher  learning.     The  high 
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schools  at  East  Berlin  and  Fairfield  were  organized  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  The  county  superintendent  assisted  by  the  high  school 
principals  examined  all  the  high  school  graduates  this  year.  The 
new  high  school  law,  which  will  permit  non-resident  pupils  to  attend 
high  schools  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  places  a  liberal  education 
within  reach  of  many  boys  and  girls  who  otherwise  could  not  receive 
it.  The  number  of  non-residents  in  the  high  schools  of  the  county 
the  past  year  was  twenty-four.  This  number  will  quite  likely  be 
increased  to  fifty  next  year. 

The  Principals',  the  Primary  Teachers,'  and  the  Rural  Teachers', 
Associations  each  hold  two  meetings  during  the  year. 

A  large  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  county.  These  meetings  have  long  since  become  great  educational 
forces  in  moulding  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  popular  education. 
Monthly  institutes  were  also  conducted  in  a  few  districts,  which  were 
well  maintained.  The  coming  year  Ave  shall  endeavor  to  have  the 
teachers  of  each  township  and  borough  organize  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  systematic  series  of  monthly  meetings.  There  is  no  better 
way  of  enlisting  the  patrons'  cooperation  and  interest  in  the  schools. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  celebrated  in  many  of  the  schools  by 
rendering  appropriate  programs.  These  exercises  were  witnessed  by 
hundreds  of  visitors  to  the  schools  on  thar  occasion. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  congested  conditions  in  the  schools  and 
buildings  the  Gettysburg  board  of  directors  created  three  new  schools 
and  built  a  new  high  school  building.  The  new  building  stands  on 
the  corner  of  York  and  Hanover  streets  and  is  a  credit  to  the  directors 
and  an  honor  to  the  town.  The  high  school  moved  into  their  new 
quarters  the  first  of  January,  and  on  the  thirteenth  of  May  the  build- 
ing was  dedicated  by  appropriate  exercises.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  T.  C.  Billheimer,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Directors,  delivered  addresses.  Conewago  towu- 
ship  built  an  addition  to  the  Locust  Grove  house  and  divided  the 
school.  Butler  township  will  create  a  new  school  and  erect  a  sub- 
stantial brick  house  along  the  Carlisle  road. 

1  granted  one  hundred  provisional  certificates  and  ten  professional 
certificates.  Five  hundred  and  sixty  certificates  of  award  were  given 
to  pupils  for  perfect  attendance.  Eighty-nine  pupils  attended  the 
Central  Examinations,  and  sixty-eight  the  Final  Examination,  forty- 
five  of  whom  passed  and  received  the  common  school  diploma.  The 
county  graduates  held  their  second  reunion  at  Bound  Top,  August  27. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  directors,  citizens,  pupils, 
editors  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their  assistance 
and  courtesies. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


Under  our  supervision  last  year  there  were  111  school  districts, 
represented  by  678  directors.  Jn  these  districts  there  were  1,434 
teachers,  153  of  whom  were  males.     The  enrollment  was  58,260. 

About  490  of  our  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates,  230  pro 
fessional  certificates,  300  permanent  certificates,  500  normal  diplomas 
and  120  are  college  graduates. 

The  average  term  in  the  townships  was  8.6  months,  in  the  boroughs, 
9.1  months  and  in  the  county.  8.8  mouths. 

The  estimated  value  of  our  school  property  was  87,140.0(10.00,  the; 
amount  spent  for  educational  purposes,  $2,540,817  and  the  amount 
paid  to  teachers  in  salaries.  $259,173.00. 

On  May  18  and  19  we  held  a  uniform  examination  for  all  pupils  who 
were  candidates  for  admission  to  high  school.  This  test  was  intended 
to  admit  non-resident  pupils  to  high  school,  to  ascertain  the  qualifi- 
cations of  pupils  entering  high  school  tinder  the  authority  of  the 
local  principal,  and  to  unify  to  some  extenl  the  various  standards 
of  admission  now  in  use  in  the  thirty-one  high  schools  of  this 
county. 

The  results  of  the  examination  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  It  shows  that  the  standard  for  admission  to  high  school  in 
most  of  our  towns  is  of  a  very  high  order;  in  a  few  districts  however, 
it  reveals  the  necessity  of  raising  the  standard. 

2.  It  shows  that  our  rural  schools  are  not  very  successful  in  this 
work  of  preparing  pupils  for  high  school.  This  is  due  mainly  to  the 
lack  of  supervision,  to  the  annual  rotation  of  teachers,  and  to  tin- 
employment  of  inexperienced  and  unskillful  teachers. 

Perhaps  our  standard  set  by  this  test  is  too  high  for  rural  schools,, 
and  if  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  what  the  standard  for 
admission  is  in  other  localities  of  the  state.  In  the  absence  of  this 
standard,  however,  every  school  man  must  use  his  own  judgment  good 
or  bad. 

Eigh  school  inspection  in  this  state,  though  in  its  infancy,  is 
vigorous  and  full  of  promise,  but  it  will  not  get  a  vital  grip  on 
the  subject  until  it  unifies  and  in  a  measure  regulates  the  admission 
of  pupils. 

Our  Principals*  Association  of  Allegheny  county  has  been  in  exis- 
tence for  many  years.  It  meets  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month 
during  the  school  year.  This  Association  has  a  membership  of  about 
100  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  vigorous, 
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aggressive,  and  up-to-date  educational  organizations  that  I  have  ever 
seen  in  an  experience  of  more  than  thirty -four  years  in  school  work. 
The  effect  of  this  organization  upon  its  members  and  through  them 
upon  the  schools  has  been  most  inspiring  and  helpful. 

Our  high  school  teachers  ioo  have  their  organization.  It  is  younger 
in  years  than  the  Principals5  Association,  but  it  is  industrious, 
wide-awake,  enthusiastic  and  full  of  promise. 

The  twentieth  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
of  Allegheny  county  was  held  on  December  12,  190S. 

it  was  one  of  the  largest  and  best  meetings  of  this  organization. 
About  250  directors  were  present.  The  following  is  the  program  of 
the  meeting: 

].  Organization.  2.  Report  of  Delegate  to  State  Convention, 
Director  J.  D.  Anderson,  Wilkinsburg.  3.  Discussion:  "Problem  of 
the  High  School,"  Superintendent  Samuel  Hamilton,  and  Director 
Frank  H.  Bole,  Bellevue.  4.  General  Discussion.  5.  Address — -Mr. 
D.  B.  Oliver,  President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  Allegheny.  G.  Ad- 
dress— A  Good  School  Board,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
7.  Query  Box — Director  James  L.  King,  Homestead.  8.  Report  of 
Treasurer — Director  W.   II.  Clay,  Elizabeth  township. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  A.  Patton. 


The  first  work  that  engaged  attention  on  assuming  the  office  of 
county  superintendent  was  that  of  the  examination  of  teachers 
for  provisional  certificates.  This  work  is  one  of  the  most  delicate 
tasks  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  that  the  superinten- 
dent lias  to  perform.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  raise  the  standard 
of  qualifications  for  teaching  in  our  county  and  while  not  much 
has  as  yet  been  done  in  this  line,  we  are  working  to  that  end.  It  is 
not  high  wages,  long  terms,  and  splendid  equipment  that  Ave  need  so 
much  as  it  is  the  active,  earnest,  up-to-date  teacher.  These  things, 
however,  are  necessary  to  good  schools  and  should  not  be  dispensed 
with  but  after  all  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  teacher  as  the  husk- 
does  to  the  kernel— not  the  life-giving  element  but  that  which  assists 
life-giving.  The  i  umber  of  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  was 
465.  .  Of  these,  we  granted  certificates  to  280,  and  of  these  280,  160 
taught   in  Armstrong  county. 

The  labor  of  visiting  schools  was  begun  early  in  September  and 
carried  on  diligently  throughout  the  year.  In  our  visits  to  schools  we 
are  impressed  more  and  more  with  the  fact  that  teachers  need  special 
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preparation  for  their  work  and  look  forward  to  the  time  when  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  be  obliged  to  send  our  pupils  to  inefficient 
teachers.  It  is  not  our  purposes  to  disparage  the  good  work  of  those 
faithful  teachers  who  are  doing  excellent  work  in  the  school-room 
but  merely  to  sound  a  warning  to  the  more  careless  class  seeking 
to  arouse  them  to  better  effort. 

Our  Directors'  convention  was  held  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
following  Thanksgiving  day  and  was  largely  attended  by  directors 
and  others  interested.  On  Friday  evening  a  lecture  was  delivered 
by  Dr.  Watson  of  Cleveland.  Ohio,  on  the  subject,  "Pluck,  Patience 
and  Perseverance."  Howard  I.  Painter,  Esq  ,  a  member  of  the  Butler 
county  bar  and  an  ox-superintendent  of  Butler  county,  was  secured 
as  an  instructor,  who  together  with  the  Lively  talks  of  the  directors 
aroused  much  enthusiasm. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  (hiring  the  week  following 
Christmas.  It  was  fully  up  to  the  standard  for  which  our  county 
is  noted  in  this  work.  Our  instructors  were  as  follows: — Dr.  Geo. 
P.  Bible,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  Dr.  .James  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy.  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  Dr.  J.  Ceo.  Becht,  Prin- 
cipal Clarion  Normal  School.  Dr.  Frank  \Y.  Hays,  Grove  City  College. 
Prof.  Thos.  L.  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md.,  conducted  the  music,  and 
Mme.  Charlotte  Guyer  George,  Springdale,  Pa.,  pleased  all  with 
her  solo  work. 

Local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county  ;il  various  times. 
In  order  to  have  some  system  in  the  arrangement  of  these  institutes, 
a  committee  of  prominenl  teachers  was  appointed,  who  together 
wiih  Superintendent  F.  W.  Goodwin  of  the  Kittanning  schools. 
districted  the  county  and  named  the  dales  for  these  local  institutes 
for  the  school  year  1909-1910,  leaving  the  appointment  of  committees 
for  the  various  places  to  die  Superintendent.  We  hope  in  this  way 
to  reach  all  sections  of  the  county  and  to  make  clear  to  each  teacher 
where   he    is   expected    to   at  lend. 

In  the  matter  of  eighth  grade  examinations,  we  arranged  wiih  the 
Principals  of  High  Schools  to  admit  pupils  who  passed  this  examina- 
tion to  the  High  Schools  wilhoul  further  examinations.  About 
one-fourth  of  those  aspiring  to  iliis  entrance  were  successful  in  pass 
ing.  However  we  hope  by  next  year  to  have  a  more  favorable  report 
to  submit   on   this  subject. 

During  the  year  jus!  closed  two  houses  of  special  note  were  erected. 
Applewood  borough  finding  their  two-roomed  structure  inadequate 
lo  their  needs  erected  a  handsome  brick  structure  containing  four 
rooms.  The  Ford  City  school  board  have  carried  through  the  building 
of  the  tinest  modern  building  in  the  county.  The  house  contains 
some  18  or  20  classrooms  together  with  all  necessary  apartments  and 
an  auditorium  which  will  seat   probably  7(10  people.     They  feel  justly 
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proud  of  their  change  from  a  poorly  constructed  wooden  building 
in  an  imhealthful  part  of  the  city  to  this  fine  new  one  centrally- 
located  remote  from  swamps  and  stagnant  pools. 

During  the  sessions  of  our  county  institute,  the  principals  of 
graded  schools  at  the  suggestion  of  the  superintendent  formed  them- 
selves into  an  association  for  the  improvement  of  its  members  as  to 
their  work  in  educational  lines,  and  for  conference  in  general.  We 
believe  this  will  result  in  much  good,  especially  to  those  principals 
who  are  yet  new  to  the  work  or  who  may  be  located  in  remote  parts 
of  the  county.  All  teachers  need  to  keep  in  touch  with  one  another 
and  this  is  especially  true  of  those  whose  responsibility  is  greatest. 
Let  the  teacher  separate  himself  from  his  fellows  and  he  must 
deteriorate. 

In  closing  this  brief  report  of  my  first  year's  work  I  am  not  unmind- 
ful of  encouragement  given  by  many  in  my  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
schools,  and  of  the  warm  words  of  approval  spoken  by  members 
of  the  department.  For  these  and  all  favors  and  courtesies  shown, 
my  thanks  are  due,  and  feelings  of  gratefulness  are  entertained  for  all 
who  in  any  way  contributed  to  make  the  work  pleasant  for  me  and 
we  hope  in  sonic  degree  profitable  to  the  children  of  the  schools. 


BEAVEE  COUNTY— David  C.   Locke. 


In  submitting  this,  our  first  report  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools 
of  Beaver  county,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  the  schools  have  made 
steady  growth  all  along  the  line  of  school  work.  While  there  are 
many  things  which  might  have  been  done  better,  yet  there  is  a  satis- 
faction in  knowing  that  earnest  and  conscientious  work  has  been 
done  by  practically  the  whole  body  of  teachers  employed  during  the 
past  year.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  things  to  report  is  the 
interest  taken  in  self  improvement  on  the  part  of  so  many  of  our 
teachers.  There  are  a  few  however  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  drop 
unless  they  awaken  to  their  needs. 

We  have  felt  it  our  first  duty  to  the  schools  of  our  county  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  needs  and  existing  conditions  before 
offering  suggestions  for  improvement.  Following  out  this  idea  we 
visited  every  teacher  under  our  supervision  during  the  year,  sj lending 
on  an  average  of  one  hour  and  a  quarter  with  each  and  every  teacher. 

With  the  inexperienced  and  less  successful  we  made  as  many  extra 
visits  as  time  would  permit.  In  all  about  four  hundred  visits  were 
made.     In  the  beginning  of  the  school  term,  in  those  districts  where 
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new  supervision  occurred,  new  school  opened,  or  additional  teachers 
employed,  we  made  it  our  policy  wherever  possible  to  be  present  at  the 
opening,  and  to  meet  with  the  teachers  and  offer  such  plans  and 
suggestions  as  the  local  conditions  seemed  to  require. 

We  feel  much  encouraged  by  the  united  support  accorded  us  by 
the  directors  all  over  the  county.  At  out  Annual  Directors  Conven- 
tion we  had  an  attendance  of  about  one  hundred  twenty-five  directors, 
which  was  a  substantial  increase  over  preceeding  years.  Again  during 
week  of  our  Annual  Teachers  Institute  another  interesting  meeting 
was  held  on  Director's  Day.  At  this  meeting  helpful  addresses  were 
made  by  the  Hon.  Eobt.  M.  McNeal  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  many  of  our  local  school  men.  At  this  meeting  we 
recommended  that  the  Directum  Association  take  steps  toward  estab- 
lishing some  uniformity  in  the  course  of  study  pursued  in  the  country 
schools.  A  resolution  was  accordingly  passed  by  them  authorizing 
the  County  Superintendent  to  call  at  some  future  time  a  representa- 
tive from  every  school  district  in  the  county  to  meet  at  the  Superin- 
tendent's office  for  the  purpose  of  naming  ami  instructing  a  committee* 
to  prepare  a  course  of  study  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  Directors 
Convention  for  consideration.     Ibis  will  be  done  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  past  year  the  interest  in  high  schools  has  increased  with 
rapid  strides.  The  Beaver  High  School  has  taken  another  step 
forward  by  increasing  its  faculty  by  au  additional  instructor,  lu 
Freedom  boro,  the  course  was  extended  to  a  full  four  years,  and  in 
Monaca  boro  aud  Harmony  township  four  year  courses  are  contem- 
plated for  the  ensuiug  year.  The  first  year  of  the  Darlington  Higu 
School  has  been  successfully  completed  and  there  is  now  a  strong- 
sentiment  in  favor  of  establishing  higb  schools  in  other  parts  of  the 
county. 

In  the  closing  month  of  the  country  schools  we  arranged  eight 
examinations  for  common  school  diplomas  at  places  most  convenient 
for  the  candidates.  About  one  hundred  pupils  took  these  examina- 
tions, of  which  seventy-two  were  passed  and  granted  diplomas. 

Our  Annual  County  Teachers  Institute  was  held  December  27,, 
1908 — January  1,  1901),  at  Beaver,  Pa.,  and  judging  from  the  ex- 
pressions of  many  of  our  best  teachers  was  eminently  successful. 

An  effort  was  made  to  vary  the  program  and  bring  such  instruction 
before  the  teachers  that  all  might  profit  from  having  attended  the 
Institute. 

The  instructors  were,  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  President  of  University 
of  Louisville.  Louisville.  Ky.,  Hon.  Robt.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  State 
Department  oi'  Public  Instruction,  Prof.  Paul  M.  Pearson  of  Swarth- 
more  College.  Swarthmore,  Pa.,  Miss  Nannie  Mockrell  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Schools,  Mrs.  Anna  K.  Gordon  of  the  Boston  Primary  Schools 
and  Dr.  George  Ordohl  of  Geneva  College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
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During  the  week  addresses  were  also  made  by  President  Isaac 
C.  Ketler  of  Grove  City  College,  President  W.  H.  George  of  Geneva 
College  and  President  George  D.  Crissman  of  the  Beaver  College. 

Fourteen  institutes  were  also  held  at  different  points  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  county,  and  many  other  local  school  meetings  of 
no  less  importance  during  the  school  year.  It  is  our  intention  during 
the  coming  year  to  divide  the  county  into  a  convenient  number  of  dis- 
tricts and  hold  local  meetings  in  each  of  them.  All  teachers  employed 
within  these  districts  will  be  expected  to  be  present  and  assist  in  the 
program. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  constantly  advocated  stricter  ob- 
servance in  the  teaching  of  Mental  Arithmetic,  greater  attention  in 
the  instruction  of  English  and  more  time  devoted  to  the  subjects  of 
Writing  and  Spelling. 

The  modern  eight  roomed  brick  building  in  Beaver,  which  was 
under  process  of  erection  when  the  school  year  began,  was  completed 
and  opened  January  1,  1909.  At  Midland,  in  the  Neel  Independent 
district,  a  modern  four  roomed  brick  building  was  completed  in  time 
for  the  opening  of  the  regular  school  term. 

Two  four  roomed  frame  buildings  were  erected  in  Moon  township 
during  the  summer  and  all  the  rural  buildings  of  that  township  have 
been  reseated  with  modern  single  seats.  At  Ambridge,  in  Harmony 
township,  a  splendid  modern  brick  building  of  twelve  rooms  and 
costing  about  $45,000  is  nearing  completion,  and  plans  and  speci- 
fications have  been  drawn  up  for  a  modern  brick  building  of  ten 
rooms  at  Woodlawn.  The  cost  of  this  building  is  estimated  at  $10,- 
000  and  is  to  be  completed  January  1,  1910. 

Quite  a  number  of  country  school  houses  have  been  reseated  and 
it  is  hoped  that  many  more  will  realize  the  necessity  of  better  school 
facilities  in  our  rural  districts. 


BEDFORD   COUNTY— Victor  E.   P.   Barkman. 


The  schools  of  Bedford  county  for  the  past  year  have  been  pro- 
gressive on  the  whole.  A  lively  and  enthusiastic  interest  has  man- 
ifested itself  throughout  the  entire  year  and  a  renewed  interest  is 
anticipated  for  the  year  to  come. 

Local  institutes  were  organized  over  the  county  and  the  reports 
from  most  of  the  districts  were  most  encouraging.  In  Broad  Top, 
Liberty,  King,  Kimmell,  Colerain,  West  Providence  and  Monroe 
townships  splendid  meetings  were  held.     Hyndman,  Harrison,  Lou- 
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donerry  and  Mann's  Choice  and  South  Woodbury  townships  held  no 
second  plate.  Most  of  the  meetings  were  attended  by  patrons  who 
took  part  and  some  of  the  programs  contained  subjects  on  Agricul- 
ture. 

Besides  these  educational  meetings  many  schools  had  citizens'  day 
exercises  to  which  parents  were  invited,  to  observe  the  work  of  the 
school  and  to  get  acquainted  with  school  work  in  general. 

For  those  who  wished  to  hold  number  one  on  their  provisional  cer- 
tificates, or  to  have  their  professional  certificates  renewed  without  an 
examination  a  substitute  course  was  established.  Those  who  had 
number  one  in  Orthography,  Eeading  and  Writing  could  have  these 
grades  renewed  without  an  examination,  provided  they  look  up 
Rhetoric  and  Composition.  Those  who  had  a  graded  one  in  Written 
and  Mental  Arithmetic  could  have  it  renewed  provided  they  took  up 
Plane  Geometry.  A  grade  of  one  in  Geography  and  Physiology 
would  be  renewed  by  taking  up  Practical  Agriculture,  Elements  of 
Latin  could  be  substituted  for  a  number  one  grade  in  ( Jrammar.  For  a 
number  one  grade  in  History  and  Civil  Government,  Economic  His- 
tory of  the  Tnited  States  could  be  substituted.  No  substitutes  were 
made  for  Algebra  and  .Methods.  This  method  was  adopted  for  those 
teachers  who  attend  what  are  termed  Local  Normal  Schools  in  the 
county.  Those  who  attended  school  outside  of  the  county  had  their 
professional  certificates  and  grades  of  one  renewed  without  examina- 
tion in  those  branches,  the  purpose  being  to  cultivate  a  desire  for 
more  advanced  learning.  The  one  substitute  which  has  created  a 
great  deal  of  interest  is  the  text  on  Agriculture.  Many  of  the  farmers 
are  taking  this  up  and  are  studying  it  for  their  own  benefit.  To 
think  that  the  people  are  taking  an  interest  in  what  we  are  trying 
to  get  our  teachers  to  know  is  most  encouraging. 

Not  only  is  progress  noted  in  academic  education  but  in  equipment 
also.  Bedford  borough  has  made  repairs  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars  and  has  placed  a  chemical  and  physical  laboratory 
in  the  building  besides  several  valuable  portraits.  Mann's  Choice  has 
built  a  modern  school  house  with  approved  heating  and  ventilating 
system  and  with  drinking  fountains.  Broad  Top  township  has  the 
most  modern  rural  school  buildings  in  the  county. 

In  general  then  education  with  facilities  for  education  is  slill  ad- 
vancing and  keeping  step  with  the  progress  of  other  communities  be- 
vond  our  borders. 
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BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.   Rapp. 


During  the  past  school  year,  four  modern  and  up-to-date  buildings 
were  erected  and  several  additions  made  to  buildings  to  relieve 
crowded  conditions. 

Lower  Heidelberg  established  a  new  school  district  and  erected  a 
one-roomed  stone  building  on  an  acre  tract.  The  building  stands 
near  the  intersection  of  three  counties,  Berks,  Lancaster  and  Lebanon 
and  two  townships  of  this  county,  Heidelberg  and  Lower  Heidelberg, 
and  has  therefore  been  designated  as  Five  Points. 

Colebrookdale  erected  in  Weiss'  district  a  handsome  one-roomed 
brick  dwelling  with  cellar  heat. 

Cumru  erected  at  Mt.  Pleasant  a  one-roomed  stone  structure  with 
all  modern  improvements  at  a  cost  of  $5,000. 

A  plain  but  substantial  two-roomed  brick  building  was  erected  at 
Hyde  Park  in  Muhlenberg. 

Exeter  enlarged  its  two-roomed  brick  building  at  St.  Lawrence  to 
a  four-roomed  building. 

Fleetwood  enlarged  its  four-roomed  brick  structure  to  an  eight- 
roomed  building.     Its  addition  cost  over  ten  thousand  dollars. 

On  Friday,  February  12th,  the  one  hundredth  birthday  anniversary 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  fittingly  observed  in  almost  every  school 
room  in  the  county.  A  sixteen  page  circular  containing  suggestive 
matter  for  observance  of  the  day  was  forwarded  to  every  teacher  in 
the  county. 

As  President  Lincoln's  great  grandfather  lived  and  died  in  this 
county,  his  home  still  standing,  as  his  paternal  and  maternal  grand- 
parents removed  from  Berks  to  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  and 
his  parents  thence  to  Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  born ; 
it  was  very  appropriate  that  our  school  children  should  participate 
in  the  Centennial  celebration. 

The  Berks  ancestry  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  is  this:  Mordecai  Lincoln,  of  Berks,  great 
grandfather,  his  son,  John  Lincoln,  of  Virginia,  grandfather,  his  son, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  of  Kentucky,  father. 

Collateral  lines  of  the  Boone,  Hanks  and  Lincoln  families  who  in- 
termarried still  survive  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lincoln  acres  in  this 
county.  Unabated  interest  continues  in  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Agri- 
cultural Clubs. 

At  the  County  Institute  last  fall,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
were  awarded  in  prizes  to  the  various  members.     The  fifty  dollars  in 
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prizes  in  the  corn  growing  contest  were  awarded  by  Dean  Thomas 
F.  Hunt,  of  State  College.  Membership  in  the  clubs  is  constantly 
on  the  increase.  The  school  in  the  country  is  a  part  of  community 
life,  more  than  it  is  in  the  city. 

We  must  rely  upon  its  instructions  to  make  farm  life  more  attrac- 
tive as  well  as  more  profitable;  to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the  child 
as  an  aid  in  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  home;  to  make  the  farmer's 
house  more  attractive,  and  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  exodus  of 
young  people  of  the  country  to  the  city. 

There  are  certain  forces  at  work  in  society  which  will  ultimately 
rescue  the  rural  school  from  its  present  isolated  condition.  The  in- 
creased demand  for  better  roads,  for  rural  postal  delivery,  for  cheaper 
telephone  and  telegraph  rates,  will  eventuate  in  bringing  the  country 
schools  out  into  the  full  life  of  a  brighter  day. 

The  regeneration  of  the  rural  school  must  keep  equal  pace  with  the 
regeneration  of  the  public  which  sustains  it. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  attempt  to  study  the  rural  school  problem  by  it- 
self, a  part  from  its  surroundings  and  environments. 

The  rural  school  is  in  danger  from  the  short  sighted  policy  of  its 
friends. 

To  raise  the  intellectual  standard  is  only  r  small  part  of  the  work 
iu  hand. 

Better  teachers,  bolter  buildings,  belter  methods,  better  text  books, 
there  is  still  left  something  even  more  desirable  than  these.  The 
rural  school  must  be  brought  into  close  touch  with  life  about  it.  It 
must  be  made  potent  as  a  social  factor.  It  must  have  a  place  in 
every  plan  which  looks  to  the  betterment  of  country  life.  The  present 
wasteful  system  of  extensive  farming  has  seen  its  best  days.  In  its 
place  will  come  an  intensive  system  in  which  the  main  study  will  be 
how  to  get  the  most  from  every  acre  under  cultivation.  The  increase 
of  population,  a  large  foreign  demand  for  our  farm  products,  in  fact, 
a  world-wide  market  in  which  we  shall  have  to  compete  with  the 
cheap  labor  and  the  fertile  soil  of  South  America,  India  and  Kussia, 
will  compel  us  to  make  the  most  of  what  we  now  consider  the  waste 
products  of  the  farm,  the  mine,  the  factory.  With  the  advent  of  the 
small  farmer  will  come  to  him  and  his  family  a  sense  of  independence 
of  others,  and  of  dependence  of  self.  With  less  hired  labor,  there 
will  be  more  time  for  study  and  reading,  and  a  disposition  to  think 
and  act  for  himself.  The  failure  of  the  proposed  school  code  as  for- 
mulated by  an  expert  Commission  to  be  enacted  into  law  set  back 
the  educational  pendulum  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. 

Governor  Stuart,  reluctantly  but  wisely  and  courageously  vetoed 
the  tampered  and  emasculated  measure  and  thus  frustrated  the 
underhanded  methods  used  by  some  persons  to  gain  their  purpose. 
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The  original  code  embodied  the  best  thought  of  the  time  on  peda- 
gogic subjects  and  school  administration  and  would  have  placed  the 
Pennsylvania  school  system  on  the  plane  of  the  best  in  the  world  for 
simplicity,  adaptation  and  efficiency.  It  would  have  marked  an  epoch 
in  tbe  educational  annals  of  the  Commonwealth  and  would  have  been 
most  far  reaching.  A  new  and  glorious  era  would  have  dawned  upon 
our  system  of  public  instruction. 

Pennsylvania  does  not  hold  proud  rank  educationally  as  compared 
to  many  of  her  sister  states,  notably  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  owing 
principally  to  her  archaic  system. 

Educationally,  she  has  lagged  far  behind  as  compared  to  her  ma- 
terial advancement.  There  are  so  many  inconsistencies,  incongruities 
and  obscurity  in  the  laws  and  imperfections  in  the  system  that  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State  demand  a  change  in  our  present 
system  of  school  organization  and  administration. 

There  are  so  many  leaks  and  wastes  in  our  present  system  of  pub- 
lic education.  Leaks  in  the  assessment  of  property,  in  the  collection 
and  disbursement  of  funds,  in  the  building  of  school  houses,  leaks 
and  wastes  in  the  attention  and  interests  of  the  children,  in  the  prep- 
aration and  efficiency  of  the  teachers,  in  supervision  and  in  adminis- 
tration and  these  leaks  and  wastes  call  loudly  for  the  application  of 
the  very  best  legal  and  administration  measures.  The  best  friend 
of  the  public  school  is  he  who  has  the  vision  to  see  the  leaks  and 
wastes  and  the  patience,  the  courage,  and  the  power  to  stop  them.  To 
take  the  attitude  that  our  system  is  as  good  as  it  can  be  made,  that 
it  is  ideal,  means  degeneration. 

It  would  seem  that  this  attitude  toward  the  schools  is  only  too  com- 
mon. In  this  county  the  demagogue,  tbe  self  seeker  and  self  satisfied 
were  gloriously  elated  at  the  failure  of  a  measure  that  would  have 
worked  immeasurable  good  for  the  State's  most  valuable  assets — her 
boys  and  girls.  In  order  to  create  opposition,  there  were  blatant 
appeals  to  the  fatuous  prejudices  of  the  ignorant  and  ultra-conser- 
vative. In  all  these  appeals  and  discussions  the  question  was  never 
raised  whether  the  code  would  give  the  children  better  school  facili- 
ties and  increase  their  efficiency  nor  was  the  question  ever  raised 
that  the  people  would  get  full  value  for  every  dollar  taken  from  the 
taxpayers.  From  all  this  one  might  infer  that  the  schools  exist  for 
the  benefit  of  directors,  teachers,  publishers,  and  book  agents,  bankers 
and  banking  institutions,  treasurers  and  tax  collectors.  Agitation 
must  be  kept  up  until  we  shall  have  substituted  unity,  harmony,  co 
ordination,  organization,  economy  and  efficiency  for  separation,  dis- 
unity, confusion,  inefficiency  and  waste. 

May  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  be  saved  from  its  friends! 
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In  looking  back  over  the  past  year  and  comparing  il  with  I  lie  pre- 
ceding years  we  have  reason  to  feel  that  progress  lias  been  made. 

A  few  years  ago  the  teaching  force  in  this  county  consisted  largely 
of  young  men  and  young  women  holding  provisional  certificates. 
This  year  more  than  two-thirds  of  our  teachers  hold  the  higher  grade 
certificates  which  means  they  are  able  to  do  more  efficient  work 
in  the  school  room.  Teachers  should  be  constantly  urged  to  attend 
schools  and  summer  institutes  in  order  to  better  their  qualifications. 
The  best  salaries  in  the  future  are  going  to  be  given  to  those  who  arc 
the  best  equipped  and  this  equipment  can  be  obtained  in  schools  bet- 
ter than  any  other  way.  There  is  not  one  teacher  in  a  thousand  that 
will  take  up  a  course  of  home  study  and  adhere  to  it  religiously  until 
it  is  completed.  The  spirit  of  association  and  competition  is  lack- 
ing. 

Then  a  teacher  needs  to  uieei  teachers  from  all  parts  of  the  Staie  in 
order  thai  she  may  gel  rid  of  provincialisms  and  see  herself  and  her 
locality  as  others  sec  her  and  see  il. 

I  therefore  urge  my  teachers  to  attend  State  Normal  schools  or  col- 
leges. 

There  is  also  an  improvemenl  in  the  management  of  schools  and 
school  property.  The  old  progressive  directors  are  being  retained  but 
the  new  ones  represent  the  spirit  of  progress.  More  attention  is 
being  paid  to  the  construction  of  school  houses  and  improvement  of 
school  grounds  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

A  school  house  should  be  as  good  as  the  besl  houses  in  the  com 
munities  where  they  are  located  and  ihe  school  grounds  should  be 
kept  in  the  same  condition  as  the  best  house  yards  in  the  community. 
To  do  this  need  mil  cost  ;i  great  amount  of  money.  One  man  could 
look  after  the  yards  and  repairs  of  all  the  school  houses  of  a  ten  or 
twelve  house  school  district  during  the  live  months  of  vacation.  The 
pupils  of  the  school  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher  would  look 
after  it  during  the  seven  months  of  school.  The  school  buildings  and 
grounds  should  he  made  attractive  so  that  children  will  take  delighl 
in  being  there  and  travelers  and  visitors  will  linger  to  admire  and 
later  to  locate  in  1hat  community  for  nothing  adds  so  much  to  a  place 
as  the  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  who  make  up  the  community. 

All  our  Educational  meetings  were  well  attended  and  great  interesl 
shown  in  the  proceedings,  but  two  teachers  were  absent  from  the 
County  Institute  and  these  were  detained  by  sickness  and  death. 
The  instructors  were  O    T.  Corson.  C.  C.  Ellis,   M.  G.   Brumbaugh, 
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with  T.  L.  Gibson  as  music  leader.  The  night  sessions  were:  Lecture, 
C.  C.  Ellis;  Royal  Hungarian  Orchestra;  Katharine  Ridgeway  Con 
cert  Co.,  Whitney  Bros.  Male  Quartette. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  gave  three  talks  at  the  directors'  meeting 
in  February.  The  county  directors  did  the  rest  of  the  work,  three- 
fourths  of  the  directors  in  the  county  were  present.  Local  institutes 
were  conducted  as  usual  and  were  well  attended  by  teachers. 

Spelling  bees,  literary  societies,  debating  matches,  etc.,  flourished 
in  our  county  during  the  past  year.  Schools  in  different  localities 
spelled  and  debated  against  each  other  and  the  local  papers  helped 
the  thing  along  by  publishing  accounts  of  same  and  announcing  re 
suits. 

Anything  that  brings  the  schools  constantly  in  the  public  eye  re- 
sults in  their  betterment. 

I  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in  making-  our  schools  better. 


BRADFOPD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


The  past  year  lias  been  one  of  great  interest  in  school  work.  Seven 
hundred  certificates  of  Award  for  perfect  attendance  have  been  given 
pupils  who  have  been  reported  neither  trady  nor  absent  during  the 
school  term  and  several  hundred  more  will  be  needed  To  supply  all 
entitled  to  receive  them. 

Teachers  have  been  enthusiastic  and  progressive.  Directors  have 
taken  unusual  interesl  and  patrons  have  been  quite  appreciative  of 
the  efforts  made  to  improve  the  schools. 

During  the  week  of  November  9th  the  Bradford  County  Annual 
Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Keystone  Opera  House,  Towanda, 
Pa.  The  instructors  for  this  session  were  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  President 
of  Antioch  College,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston, 
Mass.;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Clarion,  Pa.;  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Peed  B. 
Teitrick;  Professor  Jerry  March,  of  Girard  College,  Philadelphia, 
and  Mrs.  C.  R.  Stiles,  of  the  Towanda  High  School.  The  lectures 
and  entertainments  were  as  follows: 

Monday — Shungopavi  and  his  Company  of  Illusionists. 
Tuesday — Rev.  Henry  P.  Pose,  Lecture,  ''Parsifal." 
Wednesday — Honolulu  Students. 

Thursday — Dr.  Russell  II.  Conwell,  Lecture,  "Artemus  Ward." 
Friday — College  Singing  Girls  and   Waller  Eccles. 


16  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Nearly  every  teacher  was  in  attendance  and  the  unanimous  expres- 
sion of  all  pronounced  it  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  in- 
stitute ever  held  in  the  county.  Every  instructor  did  excellent  work 
and  the  evening  entertainments  and  lectures  were  all  of  a  high  ordei' 
and  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience  which  filled  the  opera  house 
to  its  utmost  capacity  every  evening. 

Following  the  County  Institute  a  series  of  ten  Saturday  meetings 
were  held  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  No  regular  program 
was  prepared  and  no  particular  topics  were  assigned  for  discussion 
at  these  m  etings,  but  the  work  consisted  of  the  reading  of  written 
reports  from  each  teacher  giving  in  detail  what  each  was  doing  in  her 
school  in  all  the  different  subjects  taught.  These  reports  called  for 
answers  to  the  following  subjects: 

1.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled.     -Males.  .  .  .  Females.  .  .  .Total 

2.  Length  of  school  session months  to  date. 

::.  Average  per  cent  of  attendance.  .  .  .  .Males.  .  .  .  Females 

4.  No.  cases  of  tardiness  to  date:  Males Females Total 

5.  What  ate  the  causes  of  irregular  attendance?  

of  tardiness? 

<;.  What  are  yon  doing  to  correcl  this  irregularity? 

7.  No.  of  visiis  of  Patrons  ....    Directors  

8.  What  ate  you  doing  to  interest  parents  to  visit  your  school? 

9.  What   have  you   done   to  secure  co-operation   of  parents  ami 

patrons? 

10.  What   were  the  conditions  of  school  house  and  grounds  at  the 

beginning  of  the  term? 

11.  Are  books  and  supplies  gufficienl  ami  satisfactory? 

Have  directors  neglected  to  furnish  necessary  equipment? 
If  so.  what? 

12.  What  progress  have  your  pupils  made  in  each  of  the  following 

subjects:  Reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geography, 
history,  physiology,  civil  government.  Language  and  gram 
mar.  algebra,  ami  any  other  subjeci  you  may  teach? 

13.  dive  details  of  whal  you  do  in  teaching  above  subjects. 

Ft.  Give  details  of  what  you  are  doing  to  promote  home  reading. 

To  improve  manners  and  morals. 

To  keep  in  touch  with  current  events. 
1.",.   Make  a  note  of  things  you  do  not  know  how  to  do  to  your  own 

satisfaction  and  make  definite  requests  for  that  which  you 

most  need. 
16.  Whal   professional  reading  have  you  done  this  year  since  the 

opening  of  your  school? 

What  special  help  have  you  received  therefrom? 
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17.  What  have  you  found  most  difficult  in  the  teachers'  examina- 
tions ? 

(Each  teacher  will  bring  to  the  meeting  a  note  book  to 
record  helpful  suggestions  and  answers  to  questions  on  all 
things  doubtful,  difficult  or  indelinite  in  school  work.) 

In  connection  with  the  reading  of  the  reports  the  different  topics 
were  discussed  in  the  nature  of  round  table  conferences.  No  teacher 
was  excused  from  attendance  at  these  meetings  unless  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  her  to  attend  and  if  she  failed  to  attend  the 
meeting  in  the  section  where  she  belonged  she  was  required  to  attend 
a  meeting  in  some  other  place  and  make  her  report  there.  These  re- 
ports are  now  on  tile  in  the  County  Superintendent's  office  and  afford 
to  quite  an  extent  written  evidence  of  the  teacher's  ability.  I  feel 
that  I  was  able  in  this  way  to  accomplish  much  more  in  the  way  of 
close  supervision  than  I  had  ever  been  able  before.  This  plan  will 
be  continued  the  coming  year. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Athens,  Canton,  Towanda  and  Wyalu 
sing.  Each  teacher  was  expected  to  attend  one  of  these  meetings 
and  special  emphasis  was  put  upon  professional  work. 

The  Bradford  County  Directors'  Association  and  the  Bradford 
County  Educational  Association  held  their  annual  joint  session  at 
Towanda,  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  February  25th  to  27th, 
and  had  as  instructors  from  abroad  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  and  Miss 
Lovejoy,  Dean  of  Department  of  Home  Economics,  State  College. 
About  200  directors  and  a  large  number  of  teachers  were  in  attend- 
ance. Prominent  features  of  this  meeting  were  a  contest  in  spelling 
to  determine  the  champion  spellers  of  the  county,  and  an  exhibit  of 
the  work  done  in  the  schools.  Early  in  the  year  plans  were  made 
with  a  view  of  creating  interest  and  improving  the  teaching  of  spell 
ing  in  the  county.  Local  contests  were  held  in  each  school  district 
and  the  winners  at  these  contests  together  with  the  other  best  spellers 
were  invited  to  compete  in  the  county  contest. 

It  is  estimated  that  more  than  1,200  persons  including  directors, 
teachers,  spellers  and  others  were  in  a  tendance  at  this  contest,  about 
400  of  whom  were  pupils  from  the  public  schools  who  participated 
in  the  spelling  contest.  The  winners  were  as  follows:  In  written 
spelling  John  Gahan,  of  Pail  Factory  School,  North  Towanda,  first 
prize,  and  Leta  Hess,  of  Sayre  High  School,  second  prize,  and  in  oral 
spelling  Earl  Fanning,  of  Troy  High  School,  first  prize  and  Lee 
Fletcher,  of  Troy  High  School,  second  prize.  The  first  and  second 
prizes  in  written  spelling  were  gold  watches  and  for  oral  spelling 
were  valuable  books.  In  preparation  for  this  event  lists  of  750 
words  were  sent  to  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  and  these  words 
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were  mastered  by  the  pupils.  So  many  were  able  in  the  final  contest 
to  spell  all  these  words  that  the  championship  had  to  be  determined 
by  the  spelling  of  words  not  included  in  the  list.  The  school  exhibit, 
which  consisted  of  work  in  drawing,  manual  training,  examination 
papers  and  the  regular  every  day  work  of  the  schools,  was  displayed 
in  several  large  rooms  in  the  Court  House  and  was  visited  during  the 
week  by  many  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  citizens  and  was  a  pro- 
nounced success  in  every  way.  Our  school  directors  take  great  inter 
est  in  this  annual  meeting  and  the  inspiration  and  valuable  instruc- 
tion given  by  the  veteran  educators  Corson  and  ilouck  will  make 
them  more  efficient  in  their  work. 

Following  the  instruction  given  by  Miss  Lovejoy  in  Home  Econom- 
ics, some  of  our  large  graded  schools  bave  put  into  active  practice  the 
teaching  of  domestic  enonomy.  l'upiis  are  given  instruction  in  the 
various  parts  of  house  work,  as  for  instance  sewing  and  cooking,  and 
the  reports  of  the  work  which  they  do  at  home  are  sent  back  to  the 
schools  by  the  parents. 

Preparatory  to  adding  agriculture  to  the  school  curriculum,  con- 
siderable attention  was  given  at  the  meetings  to  this  subject.  At  the 
May  meeting  of  the  Educational  Association  nearly  the  whole  time 
was  given  to  agriculture  and  domestic  science.  Actual  experiments 
in  grafting  and  budding  were  made  in  tbe  meeting  and  a  portion  of 
the  time  between  sessions  was  devoted,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Knuppenberg,  an  agent  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Harris- 
burg,  in  inspecting  the  San  Jose  scale.  A  prominent  feature  of  the 
evening  session  was  an  illustrated  lecture  b}-  Dr.  II.  A.  Surf  ace, 
State  Zoologist,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  Many  of  our 
teachers  have  studied  and  been  examined  in  agriculture  ami  the  com 
ing  year  the  subject  will  be  taught  quite  generally  throughout  the 
county  in  connection  with  the  other  school  work  and  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  districts  the  subject  has  been  adopted  and  books  purchased  for 
the  more  advanced  pupils. 

Successful  work  is  being  done  in  our  borough  and  township  high 
schools  which  the  past  year,  including  several  small  ones  which  are 
at  present  an  experiment,  numbered  21.  The  school  directors  of 
Wysox  township  contemplate  erecting  a  large,  commodious,  modern 
brick  building  which  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  consolidating  the 
most  of  the  schools  into  one  building  should  the  directors  deem  it 
advisable.  Consolidation  of  schools  and  transportation  of  pupils 
will  have  to  be  the  medium  for  the  solution  for  the  country  school 
problem.  With  better  roads,  better  schools  and  special  attention 
being  given  to  the  subject  of  agriculture,  more  people  will  be  at- 
tracted to  the  country  and  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  farm  has 
quite  as  much  attraction  as  the  work  shop,  the  factory  and  the  other 
lines  of  industry  which  has  tended  so  largely  to  depopulate  the  rural 
communities. 
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BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  II.  Hoffman. 


Former  county  superintendents  have  labored  untiringly  to  estab- 
lish our  schools  upon  a  solid  educational  basis.  During  Ibe  past 
year  we  have  tried  to  strengthen  the  work  along  the  lines  of  our 
predecessors.  The  teachers  have  doue  their  best,  and  the  directors 
have  shown  themselves  willing  and  anxious  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  further  the  educational  advantages  of  the  county. 

A  sane,  sensible,  practical  and  helpful  school  system  is  what  our 
patrons  desire  and  what  our  children  need.  Along  such  lines  we  hope 
to  grow  in  (be  future.  Our  aim  is  for  a  thorough  mastery  of  the  com- 
mon school  studies.  After  we  have  succeeded  in  giving  our  children 
a  solid  foundation  in  reading,  writing,  English  grammar,  arithmetic, 
spelling  and  composition,  there  will  be  no  trouble  with  our  work  in 
the  high  schools,  and  at  the  same  lime  those  pupils  who  leave  the 
schools  early  in  their  career  will  have  acquired  an  education  that  will 
help  them  through  life  more  successfully. 

In  most  of  the  districts  the  teachers  and  directors  conducted 
monthly  local  institutes,  while  in  more  than  a  dozen  districts  one  or 
two  day  sessions  were  held.  The  principals  of  the  county  held  two 
very  interesting  and  helpful  meetings  during  the  year.  One  of  these 
was  held  at  Quakertown,  the  other  at  George  School.  The  school 
directors  held  two  very  profitable  gatherings,  one  a  fall  meeting  dur- 
ing institute  week,  and  the  other  in  the  spring.  They  very  actively 
discussed  such  questions  as  pertain  to  school  work,  among  these  being 
included  the  proposed  school  code.  The  fall  meeting  was  addressed 
by  the  county  institute  instructors,  and  the  spring  meeting  by  Dr.  A. 
Duncan  Y'ocum,  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Insitute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning 
October  2G.  The  day  instructors  were  Supt.  Fassett  A.  Cotton,  Supt. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  Francis  It.  Green,  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Walton, 
Dr.  George  M.  Philips,  Supt.  A.  S.  Martin,  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Dr.  Franklin  Spencer  Edmonds,  Prof.  Orval  II.  Yetter.  The  evening 
lectures  were  given  by  Mrs.  La  Salle  Corbell  Pickett,  Dr.  A.  A.  Wil- 
lits  and  Edward  Amherst  Ott.  The  Lotus  Male  Quartette  and  the 
College  Singing  Girls  had  charge  of  the  two  musical  nights. 

All  these  eductional  meetings  were  attended  by  very  large  and  ap- 
preciative audiences.  Not  even  the  annual  one-day  circus  could  pre- 
vent a  large  educational  gathering  in  one  of  our  boroughs. 

Buckingham  township  organized  a  high  school  during  the  year, 
which  has  every  indication  of  healthy  growth. 


20  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

We  regret  the  loss  by  lire,  of  the  beautiful  and  substantial  South- 
ampton township  high  school  building,  but  rejoice  that  no  children 
were  harmed  in  leaving  the  building.     It  is  now  being  rebuilt. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  advice  and  help  so  cheer- 
fully given  during  the  year.  To  the  press  of  the  county  belongs  great 
credit  for  our  educational  standing.  The  newspapers  in  Bucks 
county  are  a  powerful  factor  in  advocating  and  assisting  in  the  work 
of  educational  progress.  The  teacher  and  the  newspaper  have  a  com 
mon  cause.  In  the  matter  of  education,  the  Bucks  county  teacher 
can  always  depend  upon  the  Bucks  county  editor  for  assistance. 
Often  times  the  regular  issue  of  the  newspaper  appears  like  an  educa- 
tional number,  such  excellent  and  full  reports  of  institutes,  commence- 
ments, parents'  meetings  and  other  school  notes  being  given. 


BUTLEK  COUNTY-  R.  S.  IVnfield. 


The  highest  function  of  the  Stale  is  to  conserve  and  promote  the 
well-being  "1  society.  lis  work  is  Indicated  when  its  members  live 
righteously  in  all  social,  industrial  and  civic  relations.  The  com- 
mon schools  have  as  an  end  and  purpose  of  their  instruction  the  im- 
parting of  knowledge  of  those  branches  which  are  of  universal  use 
in  the  various  callings  of  life:  ihe  developing  and  training  of  die 
physical,  menial  and  moral  powers,  the  including  of  those  habits 
of  systematic  efforl  which  are  essential  to  successful  work  of  every 
kind  ;  the  training  to  practice  of  those  common  courtesies  of  life  which 
are  outward  expression  of  the  inner  spirit  of  kindness  and  which 
distinguishes  ihe  gentleman  from  the  boor;  the  training  of  self-con- 
trol and  self  government,  i<>  respect  for  and  cheerful  obedience  to  law 
and  authority. 

Much  of  the  county's  educational  progress  of  the  past  year  is 
shown  in  the  statistics  accompanying  this  report,  to  which  1  respect- 
fully call  your  attention.  These  statistics  show  material  p r ogress ; 
bui  you  will  readily  undertsand  that  the  real  educational  progress — 
that  progress,  that  intangible  something  which  endures  through  time 
and  eternity — cannot  be  gleaned  from  cold  statistics,  but  rather  from 
the  life  work  of  those  who  have  come  under  ihe  benign  influence  and 
fostering  care  of  the  common  school.  We  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, however,  that  when  life's  final  statistics  are  compiled,  much  that 
has  made  for  good  can  be  directly  traced  to  waves  of  influence  set  in 
motion  by  the  public  schools. 
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There  is  no  established  standard  by  which  the  educational  growth 
of  a  community  can  be  measured  but  there  are  certain  infallible  signs 
which  indicate  progress  or  retrogression.  Improved  school  houses; 
better  and  more  comfortable  school  facilities;  more  and  better  appa- 
ratus; more  experienced  and  better  qualified  teachers;  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  parents  for  better  schools;  these  are  indications  of  progress 
along  educational  lines.  Taking  school  work  as  a  whole,  I  have  no 
hesitancy  in  reporting  a  steady,  healthful  advance.  It  is  not  stating 
it  too  strongly  to  say  that  educational  work  in  the  county  has  made 
commendable  progress.  Co-operation  has  characterized  our  work  and 
as  a  result  it  has  been  pleasant. 

THE  TEACHER. 

The  strongest  force  in  the  school  is  the  teacher.  Butler  county's 
teaching  force  is  stronger  than  ever  before — a  natural  result  of  evolu- 
tion in  public  sentiment,  which  requires  the  best.  The  people  are  de- 
manding more  than  ever  before  that  the  teachers,  to  whom  are  in- 
trusted the  training  of  their  children,  shall  be  better  qualified  to 
teach  correctly  and  successfully  and  that  their  moral  qualifications 
shall  be  adequate.  The  teacher  whose  knowledge  is  limited  to  the 
branches  named  on  his  certificate  has  no  place  in  the  modern  school 
room  and  should  take  himself  out  of  the  way  of  the  wheels  of  prog- 
ress. Such  teachers  are  only  cumberers  of  the  ground.  Those  who 
intend  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  teacher  should  be  required 
to  possess  an  education  beyond  the  common  branches.  The  added 
strength  and  confidence  acquired  through  extended  school  training 
favorably  reflect  themselves  in  the  school  room  in  whatever  grade 
taught. 

Teachers  so  qualified  respond  more  readily  to  correct  methods  and 
suggestions  for  improvement.  Teaching  cannot  safely  be  learned  as 
a  trade  is  learned,  because  no  part  of  the  work  in  the  school  room 
permits  of  unskilled  labor  without  material  injury., 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  in  our  county  a  good  Normal  school  and 
three  good  academies.  These  institutions  have  done  excellent  work  in 
preparing  young  people  for  the  work  of  teaching.  We,  however,  still 
continue  to  have  too  large  a  number  who  seem  perfectly  satisfied  when 
I  hey  receive  their  first  certificate  and  as  a  consequence  do  not  at- 
tend these  schools  any  longer.  We  need  more  teachers  who  continue 
to  be  students  and  readers.  We  want  the  boys  and  girls  to  drink 
from  living  fountains  rather  than  from  stagnant  pools. 

My  observation  has  been  that  the  best  teaching  is  not  always  done 
by  the  oldest  teachers  but  by  those  who  grow  in  power  and  fitness 
through  study,  observation  and  experience. 

The  crying  need  of  our  schools  today  is  well  equipped,  well-trained, 
enthusiastic  teachers.     It  is  a  dangerous  experiment  to  place  in  the 
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school  room  as  teacher  a  young  man  or  woman  who  has  paid  no  at- 
tention whatever  to  the  art  of  teaching.  'The  consequences  are  too 
serious.  Moreover  there  is  hardly  an  excuse  for  any  one  not  having 
some  professional  training.  Schools  that  aim  to  train  teachers  are 
common.  More  teachers  should  embrace  the  opportunity  for  improve- 
ment. The  remuneration  for  teaching  justifies  in  making  special 
preparation. 

PEKMAXAXCY. 

in  too  many  cases  teaching  is  incidental,  and  subsidiary  to  other 
more  lucrative  callings.  The  girl  wishes  her  trousseau,  or  the  young 
man  intends  to  study  medicine  or  law,  takes  up  the  profession  (?)  to 
bridge  the  chasm  between  them  and  the  attainment  of  their  desires. 
Necessity,  not  love,  impels  their  service,  which  is  necessarily  that  of 
a  hireling  rather  than  that  of  a  master,  in  the  rural  schools  the  best 
results  are  shown  in  the  schools  in  which  good  teachers  have  been  re- 
tained from  year  to  year.  This  policy  is  quite  generally  followed  in 
the  boroughs  but  not  in  the  rural  districts.  That  the  teaching  force 
may  be  most  efficient,  it  musi  be  uniform  in  action.  This  cannot  be 
unless  the  same  teacher  is  continued  from  term  to  term  in  charge 
of  the  same  school.  That  only  11  per  cent,  of  all  the  teachers  em- 
ployed in  the  county,  outside  of  the  boroughs,  were  in  the  same  school 
more  than  one  term  is  a  fact  showing  conclusively  that  something  is 
radically  wrong.  In  this  regard  there  is  evident  and  pressing  need 
of  a  radical  reform  in  the  local  management  of  the  schools.  The  pol- 
icy of  changing  teachers  about  from  place  to  place  in  a  district  is  a 
costly  one  to  teachers  and  pupils  alike  for  it  deprives  both  of  the 
fruits  of  mutual  experience  and  knowledge  oi  each  other.  The  acme 
of  effort  and  the  working  spirit  of  the  acceptable  teacher  can  be  real 
ized  only  when  their  election  is  certain.  Permanency  of  position  is 
almost  as  good  as  good  salary  in  retaining  teachers.  If  directors 
would  adopt  the  policy  of  retaining  (he  good  teacher  in  the  same 
school  as  long  as  lie  or  she  is  willing  to  stay  and  rejecting  the  poor 
indifferent  teacher  altogether,  the  conditions  for  doing  efficient  work 
would  be  at   once  greatly   improved. 

SCHOOL  DIRECTORS. 

The  well  qualified  teacher  and  the  competent  school  director  go 
hand  in  hand  in  the  advancement  of  school  work.  The  really  compe- 
tent director  knows  what  constitutes  a  good  teacher  and  lie  knows 
also  that  comfortable,  well-equipped'  buildinif  supplied  with  all  the 
needed  apparatus  and  with  necessary  books  and  supplies  augments 
many  fold  the  work  of  the  competent  teacher.  The  competent  direc- 
tor is  not  always  talking  economy  along  school  lines,  but  he  believes 
it    is  economv   to  secure   the  best    in   all   these   lines   that    the  circuni 
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stances  of  his  district  will  permit.  School  districts  whose  directors 
have  been  chosen  by  reason  of  their  fitness  for  the  office,  usually  stand 
well  to  the  front  in  the  character  of  their  educational  work.  While 
most  of  our  directors  belong  to  this  class,  there  are  a  few  who  are 
indifferent,  timid,  and  in  favor  of  a  false  economy.  They  were  elected 
on  a  platform  of  cheap  houses,  cheap  books,  cheap  teachers,  cheap 
supplies  and  in  order  to  be  true  to  their  constituency,  they  aim  to 
run  the  schools  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  at  which  they  may  be  kepi 
in  operation.  While  there  should  be  no  spirit  of  extravagance  shown 
in  these  things,  there  ought  to  be  a  reasonable  degree  of  liberality  in 
making  provisions  for  the  schools  and  in  providing  adequate  and  suit- 
able accommodations  for  the  children.  In  some  respects  the  rural 
schools  are  the  most  important  class  in  our  entire  school  system.  If 
history  continues  to  repeat  itself,  out  of  these  will  go  a  majority  of 
the  men  and  women  who  are  to  be  leaders  in  thoughts  and  action  in 
the  State  and  nation.  The  children  in  them  are  trained  in  their 
home  life  to  feel  responsibility,  to  prompt  performance  of  duty — ro 
do  things  and  to  do  them  well.  They  are  vigorous  of  body  and  mind 
through  heredity  and  habit.  They  are  entitled  to  the  best  the  schools 
can  give  in  the  way  of  preparation  for  the  work  of  life  and  the  public 
weal  demands  that  they  be  given  the  best.  Taxpayers  do  not  often 
find  fault  when  the  patrons  feel  that  they  receive  the  worth  of  their 
money  for  the  expenditure  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  children. 

CLOSING  SMALL  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  visited  a  number  of  small  schools  with  an  attendance  of 
from  three  to  ten  pupils  and  but  few  more  on  the  roll.  Surely  this 
is  expensive  for  the  taxpayer  and  a  waste  of  energy  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher.  In  some  cases  these  small  schools  could  be  closed  and 
pupils  carried  to  nearby  schools  at  public  expense.  Directors  are 
sometimes  indifferent  in  regard  to  the  closing  the  small  schools,  ap 
parently  afraid  of  public  opinion.  What  to  do  with  the  small  school 
is  a  question  in  connection  with  the  rural  school  problem  which  is  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  the  educators  everywhere.  The  consolidation 
idea  seems  to  present  the  solution.  The  chief  advantages  to  be 
gained  by  consolidation  are:  first,  better  teachers,  second,  a  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  education  per  capita  ;  third,  a  better  classification  of  pu- 
pils, which  is  an  advantage  to  both  the  teachers  and  pupils;  fourth, 
easier  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  county  superintendent,  as  the 
number  of  schools  in  a  county  is  vastly  decreased;  fifth,  larger  en- 
rollment, larger  daily  attendance  and  far  greater  punctuality,  as  all 
children  are  brought  in  by  transportation  wagons ;  sixth,  larger- 
classes,  more  competition  and  greater  interest  and  enthusiasm  among 
pupils;  seventh,  better  school  buildings,  well  ventilated  and  heated, 
and  far  better  equipment ;  eighth,  a  short  high  school  course.     It  will 
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stop  the  rush  from  the  farms  to  the  cities,  for  there  will  no  longer 
be  the  incentive  to  move  to  town  to  secure  ample  educational  fa 
cilities. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 

Any  one  who  has  noted  the  character  of  the  school  buildings  re 
cently  erected  in  the  county  has  hardly  failed  to  observe  that  progress 
is  being  made  in  the  structure  and  equipment.  For  the  most  part 
they  are  neat  substantial  structures,  well  painted,  with  sufficient  win- 
dow space,  slate  blackboards,  and  patent  furniture.  Several  dis 
tricts  have  improved  their  school  rooms  by  painting  or  papering,  by 
new  furniture  or  new  floors.  More  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
care  of  school  grounds.  In  some  districts  trees  have  been  planted 
by  the  schools  with  appropriate  exercises.  In  a  few  places  shrubbery 
and  vines  add  beauty  to  the  bare  grounds  and  unsightly  outbuildings. 
In  a  few  sections  of  the  county,  even  yet,  school  houses  and  grounds 
are  very  much  neglected,  walls  black  with  smoke  or  unsightly  from 
broken  plastering,  the  doors  badly  battered,  the  seats  scarred  and 
rickety,  the  wood  work  so  dull,  the  room  so  barren,  that  they  are  ;; 
standing  disgrace  to  the  community  in  which  they  are  located.  Sim 
pie  economy,  if  nothing  else,  requires  in  such  cases  some  expenditure 
of  school  funds.  Before  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term,  school 
boards  should  have  the  house  thoroughly  washed  and  scrubbed,  and 
all  repairs  attended  to,  and  the  grounds,  if  not  beautified,  then  cleared 
of  the  summer's  growth  of  grass,  weeds  and  brush.  Pupils  sliouid 
not  be  called  upon  on  the  first  day  of  school  to  wade  through  weeds  and 
grass  and  docks  to  a  dusty,  grimy,  cobwebbed  school  room,  with 
its  loose  seats  and  paneless  windows.  Our  school 'houses  should  be 
just  as  attractive  as  our  homes,  and  indeed  they  must  be  in  order  to 
keep  our  pupils  in  school.  Boys  and  girls  as  well  as  men  and  women 
go  where  the  environments  are  most  conducive  to  happiness.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  teachers  everywhere  that  it  is  easier  to  enforce  habits  of 
neatness  and  order  among  objects  whose  taste  and  value  make  them 
worthy  of  care  than  amid  that  parsimony  of  apparatus  whose  very 
pitiful  meanness  operates  as  a  temptation  to  waste  and  destroy. 

AGRICULTURE  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  leaching  of  elementary  agriculture  in  our  rural  schools  is  being 
advocated  by  some  of  our  more  progressive  school  boards.  A  feu- 
schools  have  tried  the  experiment  with  excellent  results.  After  a 
long  period  of  comparative  neglect  of  agricultural  interests,  happily 
the  minds  of  our  most  influential  school  men  are  turning  more  ami 
more  to  the  public  schools  as  the  fittest  and  best  centers 
from  which  to  spread  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  ag- 
riculture   and  in     which     to     inculcate     a     love     of    country     life 


No.  5.  BUTLER   COUNTY.  25 

and  an  appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  agricultural  pursuits.  Consider- 
ing the  fact  that  Americans  pay  more  for  public  education  than 
any  other  people  on  the  earth,  a  comparatively  small  proportion  of  the 
sum  is  devoted  to  stimulating  and  aiding  that  half  of  our  people  who 
cultivate  the  soil.  The  tendency  of  primary  education  has  been 
to  lead  the  country  youth  away  from  the  farm  instead  of  helping 
them  in  those  sciences  relating  to  production.  It  would  be  more 
politic  and  patriotic  to  incorporate  in  the  farm  youth's  education 
some  knowledge  that  should  bear  more  directly  on  his  future  life  and 
work. 

How  far  wrong  are  or  have  been  our  educational  tendencies  in  the 
rural  schools  are  shown  by  the  following  facts:  In  02  rural  schools 
43  per  cent,  of  the  children  between  seven  and  nine  years  of  age 
expressed  a  written  preference  for  occupations  connected  with  the 
soil,  but  this  proportion  rapidly  decreased  with  the  age  until  at 
fourteen  and  over  only  two  per  cent,  of  them  wanted  to  be  farmers. 
The  number  of  boys  and  girls  that  quit  school  between  the  ages  of 
12  and  15  years,  before  completing  1he  common  school  course  is 
alarming.  The  main  cause  of  this  is  that  they  are  not  led  to  see 
the  practical  value  of  what  they  are  learning.  To  connect  the  school 
with  real  life  and  make  the  value  and  need  of  schooling  the  more 
apparent  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  teaching  agriculture.  Willi 
the  increase  of  agricultural  education  and  the  betterment  of  condi- 
tions in  the  country  the  young  men  will  come  to  see  the  brighter  side 
of  farm  life,  and  the  attractions  and  advantages  of  staying  on  the 
farm. 

High  Schools. 

V»Te  now  base  six  township  high  schools  and  nine  borough  high 
schools  in  the  county  with  an  attendance  of  more  than  three  hundred 
students.  From  these  schools  were  graduated  this  year  eighty-nine 
young  men  and  women.  We  expect  to  see  soon  two  or  three  more 
township  high  schools  added  to  the  list.  The  only  essental  yec 
needed  in  several  of  our  districts  is  a  school  sentiment  strong  enough 
to  demand,  patronize  and  support  such  a  school.  The  general  result 
of  the  rural  high  school  is  to  elevate,  enrich,  and  dignify  country 
life. 

Common  School  Graduation. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  pupils 
creditably  completed  the  common  school  course  of  study  and  were 
awarded  diplomas.  Every  pupil  who  successfully  passed  these  exami- 
nations was  permitted  by  virtue  of  the  achievement  to  bear  testimony 
not  only  to  his  own  diligence  in  study,  but  as  well  to  the  zeal  and 
ability  of  his  teachers  and  to  the  encouragement  of  parents,  neighbors 
and  friends.  More  than  the  usual  number  of  the  applicants  failed  to 
pass  the  examinations  but  this  fact  may  very  properly  be  attributed 
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as  much  to  the  high  and  impartial  character  of  the  examiners  and 
the  fairness  of  the  examinations  as  to  any  deficiency  on  the  pari 
of  the  applicants  themselves.  All  true  friends  of  education  in  the 
county  are  pleased  to  see  our  pupils  graduate  worthily.  Common 
school  graduation  will  be  a  credit  to  the  graduates,  and  not  a  reproach 
upon  our  schools,  only  so  long  as  the  examiners  are  competent  and 
honest  enough  to  make  the  final  examinations  a  fair  and  creditable 
test. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  fifty-fourth  annual  county  institute  was  held  December  14  to 
18  and  was  unanimously  pronounced  one  of  the  best  the  county  has 
ever  had.  We  had  as  instructors  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  of  Michigan;  Dr. 
E.  B.  Bryan,  of  Indiana :  Dr.  N.  C.  SchaetTer,  State  Superintendent 
of  Pennsylvania:  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Pennsylvania's  naturalist, 
of  West  Chester;  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  principal  of  the  Slippery  Rock 
Dormal  school;  Dr.  J.  P.  Bigler,  principal  of  the  Edinboro  normal 
school.  The  music  was  directed  by  Prof.  C.  S.  Cornell,  of  the  Indiana 
normal  school. 

During  the  year  twenty-nine  local  educational  meetings  were 
held  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  About  fifty  per  cent,  of  oar 
teachers  were  possessed  of  that  progressive  educational  spirit  and 
desire  for  improvement  which  lead  them  to  attend  two  or  more  of 
these  meetings.  February  12.  the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth  was 
observed  quite  generally  by  the  schools  of  the  county  as  ''Patrons 
Day."  On  that  day  over  three  thousand  parents  and  friends  visited 
the  schools. 

Work  of  the  Superintendent. 

I  have  held  thirteen  teachers'  examinations  in  which  there  were 
three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  applicants  for  certificates.  Two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  certificates  were  granted.  I  visited  the  county 
institutes  in  Allegheny.  "Westmoreland  and  Crawford  counties  and 
attended  nineteen  educational  meetings  in  our  own  county:  visited 
all  of  the  three  hundred  and  twelve  schools  of  the  county  once,  one 
hundred  and  eleven  the  second  time  and  thirty-one  the  third  time, 
making  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  official  visits.  During 
the  visitation  of  schools  I  was  accompanied  by  ninety-seven  directors. 
Attendance  at  examinations,  educational  meetings,  school  visitations 
and  oilier  work  of  the  year  required  more  than  four  thousand  miles  ol 
travel.  I  have  examined,  copied  and  forwarded  seventy  annual  school 
reports  to  the  School  Department,  FTarrisburg,  and  have  written  and 
mailed  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  letters  and  circulars  in  connec- 
tion  with  school  work. 

Conclusion. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
courtesies  extended,  to  directors  and  citizens  for  aid  and  hospitality. 
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to  teachers  for  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  schools  and  to  the 
press  for  gratuitous  publication  of  matter  pertaining  to  the  schools. 
We  hope  the  coming  year  may  be  richer  in  the  fruition  of  mind,  heart 
and  hand  than  the  past  has  been. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— Herman  T.  Jones. 


In  the  year  just  closing  many  of  our  expectations  have  been 
realized.  Measured  by  what  was  accomplished  in  previous  years  we 
feel  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  successful  years  in  the  educational 
history  of  this  county.  This  result  has  been  brought  about  by  a 
number  of  forces.  We  had  the  strongest  corps  of  teachers  with 
which  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  associate.  This  may  have  been 
brought  about  partly  by  industrial  conditions  prevailing  during  the 
year.  The  advance  in  the  wages  contributed  more  to  this  than  any 
other  cause.  Some  of  our  teachers  had  drifted  into  other  businesses 
being  attracted  by  more  lucrative  returns  for  their  services.  Many 
of  these  returned  feeling  that  the  wages  at  present  would  justify  them 
remaining  in  school  work.  It  is  a  deplorable  fact  that  even  yet  most 
of  life's  callings  offer  better  returns  than  school  work.  So  long  ns 
such  a  state  of  affairs  exist  the  teaching  ranks  will  be  depleted  of 
some  of  its  best  material.  Most  of  our  teachers  were  honest  in  their 
efforts.  They  gave  the  best  they  had  to  the  cause.  In  a  few  cases, 
however,  salary  was  the  only  consideration.  It  apparantly  never 
dawned  on  such  that  they  should  give  something  in  return  for  the 
money  they  received.  This  again  reminds  us  of  our  weakness  in 
supervision.  Were  we  properly  organized  in  this  direction  it  would 
no  doubt  aid  in  the  solution  of  this  serious  difficulty.  Such  teachers 
should  have  a  definite  amount  of  work  laid  out  for  them  each  month 
and  then  a  hard  master  to  see  that  the  work  has  been  done.  School 
boards  can  render  valuable  assistance.  If  the  teachers  should  be 
called  together  once  a  month  and  asked  to  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship,  tell  what  they  had  done  and  wherein  they  failed,  receive 
the  advice  and  help  of  other  teachers  in  the  districts,  it  would  surely 
spur  the  indifferent.  When  one  feels  that  he  must  give  an  account  of 
service  rendered  it  will  not  only  stimulate  him  in  his  efforts  but  it 
will  familiarize  him  with  the  system  and  the  work  that  should  be 
accomplished  in  the  various  grades.  This  is  an  important  matter  and 
its  solution  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  every  school  board. 
What  we  have  said  does  not  apply  to  the  majority  of  our  teachers 
but  to  a  small  minority.  The  great  teacher  body  in  this  county  is 
deserving  undying  praise.    They  were  richly  endowed  with  the  teach- 
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ing  spirit,  honest  in  their  efforts  to  do  the  best  for  their  pupils  and 
ever  zealous  of  opportunities  that  would  lead  to  more  effective  work. 
In  our  boroughs  the  teachers  under  the  wise  guidance  of  principals 
bave  built  up  a  system  and  an  organization  that  impresses  us  more 
and  more  when  making  our  annual  visits.  Most  of  our  borough  and 
township  high  schools  maintain  courses  of  study  that  are  in  keeping 
with  this  progressive  age.  The  commencement  season  forcibly  illus- 
trated the  character  of  the  work  done  in  these  institutions,  it  was 
our  privilege  to  be  at  a  number  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  the 
graduates  acquitted  themselves  was  convincing  that  the  effort  and 
money  put  into  high  schools  was  worth  while.  The  essays,  orations, 
and  the  manner  of  delivery  more  than  met  the  expectation  of  the 
patrons  as  well  as  myself.  In  the  districts  where  these  exercises  are 
held  they  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  educational  event  of  the 
)ear.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  m  securing  a  building  of 
sufficient  size  to  accommodate  the  public.  These  exercises  have  a 
wholesome  effect  and  they  strengthen  the  entire  system.  Our  direc- 
tors are  to  be  complimented  on  the  interest  they  have  manifested, 
in  very  few  districts  is  shown  that  spirit  which  is  satisfied  with 
anything  bul  the  best.  The  buildings  which  have  been  erected  during 
the  year,  the  advance  in  salaries,  the  care  in  selection  of  teachers,  as 
well  as  the  interesl  shown  in  cvnvy  way  is  substantial  evidence  that 
they  are  wide  awake  to  everything  thai  will  lend  improvement.  Sani- 
tary  conditions  are  receiving  such  attention  that  every  safe-guard  is 
thrown  around  the  health  of  the  child.  It  is  well  that  this  is  so,  for 
culture  acquired  ai  the  price  of  health  is  expensive  to  say  the  least. 
The  health  authorities  in  the  different  communities  are  also  to  be 
complimented  in  their  contribution  for  this  end.  They  have  quick- 
ened the  public  conscience  in  regard  to  the  physical  needs  of  the 
child.  Such  conditions  bring  the  home  and  school  into  closer  rela- 
tions, promote  a  sympathy  thai  is  a  potent  factor  in  the  successful 
administration  of  school  affairs.  We  feel  it  our  duty  to  speak  about 
the  care  of  some  of  our  out  buildings.  In  a  few  cases  this  has  been 
overlooked.  The  sanitation  of  these  buildings  should  be  more  care- 
fully guarded  than  even  the  school  itself.  In  some  cases  these  build- 
ings are  badly  located.  In  order  to  reach  them  the  child  is  compelled 
to  wade  through  mud  and  water.  The  way  of  access  is  not  a  trivial 
consideration.  These  buildings  should  be  turned  over  to  the  teacher 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  then 
make  the  teacher  as  responsible  for  their  care  as  any  other  part  of  the 
school  equipment.  If  each  building  were  provided  with  a  lock  and 
key  and  it  were  insisted  that  they  be  locked  just  the  same  as  the 
school,  in  many  cases  it  would  make  the  care  of  them  easier. 

More  than   the  usual  number  of  educational   meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.     In  most  cases  these  were  well  managed  and  pro 
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ductive  of  much  good.  Some  districts  held  their  educational  meetings 
monthly,  Eeade  township  pursues  this  course.  The  meetings  are 
held  at  the  end  of  each  month.  At  the  morning  session  the  directors 
and  teachers  meet.  Business  is  transacted.  This  affords  a  good 
opportunity  for  them  to  become  acquainted.  In  the  afternoon  they 
hold  an  open  session  for  the  discussion  of  school  subjects.  Our  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  local  institutes  that  were  not  properly 
conducted.  It  is  well  to  leave  the  management  of  these  meetings  to  the 
teachers  when  the  district  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  among  its 
teachers  those  who  are  strong  enough  to  conduct  them  properly. 
When  the  teachers  fail,  the  school  boards  should  assume  the  responsi- 
bility and  see  that  they  are  conducted  in  the  interests  of  the  cause. 
When  these  institutes  are  mismanaged,  it  often  disorganizes  a  school 
and  brings  its  teacher  into  bad  repute.  The  School  Directors  Associa- 
tion held  an  interesting  session.  One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  directors 
were  present.  The  discussions  were  by  the  directors.  The  meeting 
was  practical  and  interesting  throughout.  Our  County  Institute 
reached  the  standard  of  preceeding  years.  The  instructors  were: 
lion.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  W.  W.  Black,  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  and 
Prof.  F.  P.  Holsopple.  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter  had  charge  of  the  music. 
The  evening  attractions  were:  Lotus  Glee  Club,  Dr.  Edward  H.  Oh, 
Don.  Frank  J.  Hanley,  and  Huby  Brothers.  The  Fifth  Annual 
Session  of  the  Mountain  Summer  Assembly  is  among  the  educational 
events  that  should  receive  prominent  mention.  One  hundred  and 
eight  of  our  teachers  were  present.  They  went  home  well  pleased 
many  signifying  their  intention  of  being  enrolled  next  year. 

A  number  of  buildings  were  completed  during  the  year.  Adams 
built  one  two  room  building.  Barr  lias  to  its  credit  a  one-room 
building.  Blacklick  built  one  two-room  structure,  Carroll  con- 
structed a  one-room  building.  Conemaugh  built  a  one-room 
building.  It  is  supplied  with  a  hot  air  heating  plant  and  adds 
much  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils.  Gallitzin  town- 
ship built  two  one-room  buildings.  Stonycreek  added  two  rooms 
to  one  of  its  buildings.  Upper  Yoder  has  to  its  credit  a  one-room 
building.  Portage  borough  erected  a  splendid  building.  Conditions 
were  bad  in  this  district.  The  problem  has  been  solved  in  a  masterful 
way.  The  building  is  modern  in  every  resped,  handsome  in  structure, 
capacious  rooms,  well  lighted  and  sanitation  received  its  due  con- 
sideration. It  is  a  stately  building,  being  the  most  conspicuous  in 
town  and  will  give  a  new  impetus  to  the  work.  Barnesboro  suffered 
a  loss  during  the  year.  The  frame  structure  consisting  of  eight  rooms 
was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  contract  has  been  let  for  a  brick 
building  to  take  its  place. 
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CAMEPON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  a  very  successful  school  year  for  Cameron 
county.  With  few  exceptions,  we  have  had  better  schools  and  more 
interest  manifested  by  both  parents  and  teachers  than  before. 

Although  we  have  had  no  contagious  diseases  of  a  serious  character, 
the  chicken-pox  and  mumps  have  interfered  very  much  with  our  at 
tendance  in  sections  of  the  county.  Parents  complain  that  their 
children  have  been  compelled  to  lose  from  six  to  eight  weeks  of  school 
on  account  of  two  or  three  mild  cases  of  chicken-pox  in  the  family. 

Many  improvements  were  made  in  school  property  throughout  the 
county.  Shippen  and  Gibson  townships  repaired  and  repainted  school 
houses  and  out  buildings.  Grove  township  added  more  black  board 
surface,  and  purchased  several  volumes  new  books  for  each  library. 
Lumber  township  repaired  buildings  before  the  opening  of  school. 
On  the  morning  of  October  6th,  the  two  room  building  located  at 
Cameron  burned  destroying  building  and  all  supplies. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Emporium,  October  26th  to 
30th.  It  was  pronounced  by  all,  a  decided  success,  except  from  a 
financial  si  and  point.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled 
before  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session,  and  but  few  tardy  marks 
were  reported  during  the  week.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  .i. 
George  Becht,  Principal  Clarion  Normal  School;  Prof.  J.  W.  Carr, 
Dayton,  Ohio;  Dr.  C.  A.  Babcock,  Oil  City,  Pa.;  Prof.  J.  W.  Piddle 
of  1'isinus  College.  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Dobson,  of  Grove  City  College 
had  charge  of  the  music. 

Our  local  Institutes  the  past  year  were  more  the  nature  of  teachers' 
meetings.  The  county  was  divided  into  five  districts  and  each  wis 
expected  to  hold  a  meeting  each  month.  The  system  did  not  prove 
a  success  in  every  district.  Too  many  teachers  found  trivial  excuse 
for  absenting  themselves. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Court  House,  Emporium,  on  January  .*!().  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  directors.  The  sessions  were  interesting  ami 
instructive.  Several  topics  of  local  interest  were  discussed  by  direc- 
tors. Prof.  Singer  of  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School  addressed  the 
convention  both  afternoon  and  evening.  In  almost  every  district  evi- 
dences can  be  seen  of  improvements  that  had  their  origin  in  this 
association. 

Nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  four  times  an  I 
many,  live  times.  The  average  time  spent  in  each  school  was  one 
and  one  fourth  hours.     I  make  a  practice  of  spending  more  time  with 
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the  inexperienced  teachers.     The  first  vist,  i  generally  spend  a  hall* 
day  with  the  inexperienced  teacher. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  direc- 
tors, and  all  citizens,  who  have  assisted  in  making  this  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  year  for  me,  and  especially  do  I  wish  to  express  my 
fhanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  counsel  and  assistance. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


In  connection  with  the  Annual  Statistical  Report  for  the  past  year 
there  is  herewith  submitted  brief  comment  upon  such  items  contained 
as  are  indicative  of  progress  and  improvement  or  suggestive  of  hind- 
rance thereto. 

In  most  of  the  schools  of  the  county  conditions  for  good  work  were 
favorable  and  results  were  satisfactory.  Care  and  discretion  were 
exercised  in  the  granting  of  certificates.  Those  to  whom  certificates 
were  granted  gave  evidence  of  having  made  preparation  for  the  pro- 
fessional requirements  in  the  theory  and  art  of  teaching  and  the 
fundamentals  of  school  management  as  well  as  for  the  academic 
requirements  for  the  same.  The  practice  in  tecent  years  of  emphasiz- 
ing the  importance  of  better  English  and  the  necessity  of  better  teach- 
ing of  this  long  neglected  requirement  is  now  producing  better  results. 
Teachers  of  proven  incompetency  were  refused  certificates.  Others 
whose  work  Avas  unsatisfactory  were  not  re-appointed.  By  these 
means  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  was  much  improved.  The 
beginners  in  the  work  on  the  whole  did  well  and  many  of  them 
give  promise  of  becoming  capable  teachers.  The  chief  hindrances  to 
the  most  effective  work  in  this  county  are  indifferent  non-growing 
teachers,  indifferent  parents,  irregular  school  attendance,  and  lax 
control  and  oversight  in  school  administration.  Teachers  should 
be  held  to  a  stricter  accountability  for  results. 

The  most  marked  improvement  of  the  year  was  the  establishment 
of  closer  supervision  in  the  larger  boroughs  of  the  county.  In  Lehigh 
ton,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Mauch  Chunk,  Maueh  Chunk  township, 
Summit  Hill,  and  Weatherly  the  schools  are  now  supervised  and 
directed  by  supervising  principals  and  the  beneficial  effects  thereof 
are  already  apparent. 

Substantial  improvements  to  school  property  were  made.  In 
Lehigh  township  a  very  attractive  one-room  school  house  was  opened 
for  use  at  Rockport.     It  was  designed  by  Mr.  M,  Gr  Prutzman,  an 
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architect  who  has  given  much  attention  to  school  house  architecture, 
and  both  in  appearance  and  design  it  now  represents  the  best  type  <  ! 
houses  of  this  class  in  the  county.  In  Mauch  Chunk  township  a 
fine  building  was  erected  at  Xesquehoning,  containing  a  large  and 
neatly  furnished  auditorium,  four  school  rooms  for  the  grades,  and 
commodious  quarters  for  the  use  of  the  High  School.  In  Packer 
township  the  Church  School  was  remodelled  and  refurnished.  The 
intelligence  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  school  boards  of  these 
districts  in  all  these  betterments  deserve  hearty  commendation.  In 
This  connection  it  is  timely  to  note  that  there  are  many  school 
houses  either  unfit  or  very  imperfectly  adapted  for  their  intends! 
use,  all  of  wdiich  should  be  replaced  or  remodelled  to  comply  with 
modern  needs  are  rapidly  as  the  financial  capacity  of  the  school 
districts  will  permit.  The  need  of  better  water  closets,  suitable  as 
to  construction  and  situation,  and  properly  cared  for,  is  most  urgent 
and  should  no  longer  be  neglected.  The  moral  welfare  as  well  as  the 
physical  comfort  of  our  children  demand  immediate  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  better  school  toilets.  School  grounds  and  surroundings 
should  receive  due  attention.  In  some  of  our  districts,  through  the 
activity  of  progressive  directors  this  is  being  done,  it  should  be  the 
aim  of  every  board  to  make  its  school  buildings  the  pride  of  the  pupils 
and  parents  of  the  district. 

The  year  was  one  of  much  activity  in  the  visitation  of  schools,  the 
conduct  of  teachers'  institutes  and  other  school  meetings,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  the  many  other  duties  of  the  superintendent's  office. 
More  visils  were  made  than  ever  before.  Constant  effort  was  made 
to  establish  such  vital  relationship  with  every  school  and  teachei, 
especially  in  the  unsupervised  country  schools,  as  to  render  these 
visits  helpful  in  plan  and  suggestion,  inspiring  to  teacher  and  pupil 
in  their  mutual  effort,  and  valuable  to  director  and  parent  who  so 
frequently  confer  with  him  concerning  matters  <>!'  vital  interest  to 
child  and  school.  In  all  this  work,  no  duty  was  consciously  neglected, 
no  effort  spared,  and  no  opportunity  overlooked  thai  might  add  to  ih" 
value  of  this  supervision.  Principals  were  prompl  in  their  response 
to  the  request  of  the  superintendent  for  their  co-operation  in  the 
professional  activities  of  the  year,  teachers  were  courteous,  as  a  rul', 
during  official  visits  and  sensible  in  their  acceptance  of  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  of  their  schools.  School  directors  in  every  dis- 
trict displayed  an  eager  interest  in  all  our  plans  and  efforts  for  the 
advancement  of  school  efficiency  and  were  prompt  to  render  such 
assistance  as  lay  within  their  power  to  give.  Such  cordial  co-opera 
tion  of  school  authorities  not  only  make  the  performance  of  official 
dmy  a  pleasure  but  give  promise  of  greater  achievements  in  the 
future.  We  point  with  pride  to  the  splendid  showing  made  by  <n;r 
teackers  jr>  the  nujn&er  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Stale 
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Educational  Association  this  year  at  the  Bethlehem  meeting.  Beaver 
Meadow,  Weatherly,  Packer,  Penn  Forest,  Mauch  Chunk,  Lehigh  ton, 
I'ackerton,  Parry ville,  and  East  Penn  enrolled  every  teacher,  and 
several  other  districts  did  nearly  as  well. 

This  review  of  the  year  is  closed  with  the  assurance  that,  though 
not  all  of  our  plans  for  improvement  materialized,  the  schools  of  our 
county  made  substantial  progress  along  rational  lines,  our  teachers 
as  a  force  showed  more  fitness  for  their  work  and  a  larger  vision 
of  their  mission,  and  in  consequence  thereof  our  children  were  afforded 
better  opportunities  for  education.  The  prompt  and  valuable  assis- 
tance of  the  State  Department  of  Instruction  and  the  continued 
courtesies  of  the  press  of  our  county  are  hereby  acknowledged  with 
the  high  appreciation  that  is  due  to  each  of  these  educational  agencies. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


In  submitting  this  annual  report,  I  can  say  that  the  past  year  has 
registered  substantial  progress,  and  shown  increased  educational 
interest  throughout  the  county. 

It  has,  now,  come  to  be  fairly  well  understood  that  live,  progressive. 
conscientious  teachers  are  a  most  valuable  asset  in  the  school  prop- 
erty of  a  community,  since  they  are  a  dominant  factor  as  a  basis  for 
right  school  conditions.  And  the  fact  that  we  have  a  goodly  number 
of  these  and  that  their  influence  is  spreading  is  a  source  of  great  pleas 
ure.  It  occurs  that  more  persons  are  making  an  effort  to  secure  the 
broader  training  as  afforded  by  the  College,  the  Normal  School  ano 
the  Summer  Institute;  while  a  limited  number,  yet  more  ambitious 
to  be  specially  prepared,  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered 
by  the  great  teachers'  training  schools  of  the  country. 

A  teachers'  reading  course  was  instituted  during  the  year.  There 
has  been  a  most  cheerful  response  to  the  call,  and  the  results  for  this 
first  year,  are  most  gratifying.  In  connection  with  this  work,  the 
Superintendent,  had  the  services  of  a  very  competent  and  faithful 
committee  of  advanced  teachers.  I  am  very  certain  that  this,  with  us, 
new  institution  promises  well  for  our  educational  uplift. 

While  the  district  high  school  is  accomplishing  much  for  its  com- 
munity, yet  its  effectiveness  is  somewhat  impaired,  oftentimes,  from 
presuming  to  go  outside  its  proper  sphere  as  a  finishing  school  in  the 
preparation  for  all-sided  living,  to  become  a  sort  of  special  schoo' 
for  supplying  home  talent  for  teaching.     This  is  all  in  error,  for  the 
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State  never  intended  that  the  district  high  school  should  devote 
i1s  energies  to  turning  out  teachers,  but  rather  that  it  should  em- 
phasize general  culture  and  preparation  for  life  work.  It  seems  to  ">e 
a  case  of  too  much  "professor"  and  not  enough  master  in  charge 
Too  often  the  person  selected  for  this  important  position  is  without 
experience  as  a  teacher,  and  is  immature  in  years  and  judgment. 
He  is  ambitious  to  "earn  his  spurs."  the  right  to  be  called  professor, 
and  imagines  that  to  graduate  a  class  will  furnish  his  patrons  with 
convincing  proof  that  he  has  made  good.  So  it  follows  that  many 
young  people  are  hurried  from  school  when  their  best  interests  would 
demand  that  they  should  remain  as  pupils  for  at  least  a  year  or  two 
longer.  But  told  that  they  have  graduated,  that  they  are  well  equip- 
ped for  life's  serious  business,  they  are  unwilling  to  return  to  com 
plete  the  work  passed  over,  or  imperfectly  done,  in  the  wild  rush 
through  school.  Instead,  they  cast  about  for  some  suitable  employ- 
ment only  to  find  the  field  small,  indeed,  to  which  their  ability  and 
limited  training  will  admit  them.  This  once  realized  and  many  of 
them  quickly  resolve  to  impose  themselves,  until  they  can  acquire 
fitness  for  less  important  work,  upon  the  most  serious  of  all  callings 
— the  great  business  of  teaching,  that  great  wbrk  which  is  charged 
with  the  tremendous  responsibility  of  moulding  human  character, 
of  shaping  human  destiny.  Surely  teaching  is  the  one  particular!,- 
-rent  calling,  for  it  is  the  basic  calling,  which  has  the  right  to  demand 
of  those  who  would  enter  upon  it  that  they  shall  be  able  to  give  the 
pass  word,  "fitness" — fitness,  natural  and  acquired. 

The  county  institute  continues  to  be  a  chief  agent  in  begetting 
educational  sentiment  and  arousing  interest  throughout  the  county. 
Our  last  institute  was  largely  attended  and  was  easily  one  of  the 
best  ever  held  in  a  county  noted  for  its  good  institutes.  Several  local 
institutes  were  held  at  different  points.  Most  of  these  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  well  conducted.  The  real  merit  of  the  local 
meeting  or  round  table,  is  not  always  fully  appreciated.  Where 
properly  supported,  it  brings  together  more  people,  gives  better  oppor- 
tunity for  freer  discussions  of  practical  questions,  and  creates  more 
real  interest  and  enthusiasm  than  can  be  secured  in  any  other  way. 

The  directors  association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Bellefonte, 
December  20  and  30.  The  attendance  and  interest  manifested  com- 
bined to  demonstrate  that  the  very  important  office  of  school  director 
is  more  fully  appreciated  than  ever  before.  It  is  evident  that  some 
degree  of  care  is  being  given  to  the  selection  of  those  who  are  to 
have  in  their  keeping  the  educational  interests  of  their  several  com- 
munities. 

This  is  shown  in  the  large  number  of  representative  men  now 
found  serving  as  directors.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for  a  good  board 
is  a  sure  index  of  improved  school  conditions. 
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Indeed,  encouragements  seem  to  face  us  from  many  sides.  The 
increased  appropriation  has  brought  directors  to  realize  the  high 
value  put  upon  public  school  work.  And  a  ready  response  is  shown 
in  a  higher  appreciation  for  the  services  of  the  well-trained,  earnest, 
successful  teacher,  and  in  less  consideration  for  the  un-trained,  in 
different,  time-wasting  so-called  teacher.  We  have  reached  a  time 
when  patrons  have  more  interest  in  results  than  in  mere  theories. 
The  demand  is  made  that  the  school  shall  conform  to  future  needs 
rather  than  to  past  usages.  The  good  old  way,  probably,  fitted  very 
well  for  a  life  less  expanded,  but  today  the  school  must  fit  for  the 
activities  of  the  twentieth  century.  He  who  turns  his  face  to  the 
past  instead  of  looking  out  to  the  great  future  is  marked  for  educa- 
tional decay.  As  teachers,  Ave  must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  our 
real  sources  of  inspiration  should  be  the  individuality  of  the  pupil 
and  his  future  welfare. 

Once  more  we  extend  grateful  thanks  to  patrons,  teachers,  directors 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  kindly  assistance 
gi72n  in  the  effort  to  advance  our  schools  to  a  position  of  greater 
powo'-  and  usefulness. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  all  the  regular  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  with  the  usual  large  attendance  and  rather  unusual  in- 
terest in  the  same.  All  the  schools  were  inspected  by  the  County  Su- 
perintendent with  the  exception  of  five;  many  schools  were  visited 
twice,  in  all  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  visits  were  made. 
He  attended  thirty-nine  educational  meetings.  A  new  High  School 
building  was  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  East 
Nantmeal  township.  The  joint  High  School  of  Tredyffrin-Easttown 
was  dedicated  last  February.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  school  build 
ings  in  the  State.  The  property  consists  of  about  five  acres  of  most 
valuable  land.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  management  of  this  High 
School  to  establish  practical  courses  in  agriculture,  manual  training, 
etc.  This  is  an  advance  move  and  bids  fair  to  succed.  New  London 
township  effected  a  partial  centralization  of  her  school  system  by 
closing  three  nearby  outlying  schools  and  moving  into  the  New 
London  Academy  already  occupied  by  the  High  School,  thus  placing 
four  schools  in  one  building,  centrally  located.  The  result  has  been 
eminently  satisfactory.  A  new  school  building  takes  the  place  of  th»3 
one  burned  at  St.  Mary's  in  Warwick  township.  June  first,  the  corner 
stone  of  the  fine,  new  High  School  building  at  Downingtown  was 
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laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  There  appear  to  be  three  features 
which  characterize  the  work  in  Chester  county  at  present.  First: 
The  Annual  County  Institute;  one  half  of  the  work  is  devoted  to 
sectional  work,  representing  primary,  grammar,  high  school,  and 
ungraded  schools.  The  work  of  the  respective  sections  being  carried 
en  entirely  by  the  teachers.  We  have  carried  out  this  feature  for  the 
past  two  years.  Our  teachers  voted  the  scheme  most  helpful  and 
enjoyable.  This  occurs  to  us  the  proper  sort  of  sectional  work. 
We  have  worked  a  reformation  in  the  manner  of  holding  the  annual 
examination  for  teachers'  provisional  certificates,  there  being  but 
two  such  examinations.  The  one  is  an  examination  for  those  who 
have  never  taught  school:  the  oilier,  the  regularly  employed  provi- 
sional certificate  teachers.  This  scheme  has  been  most  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned.  11  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  success 
oi  these  two  movements  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  priv 
ileged  to  occupy  for  these  purposes  the  splendidly  equipped,  new 
High  School  building  at  West  Chester.  At  the  last  tri  ennial  Conven- 
tion, the  County  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  appoint  ten 
directors,  who  together  with  the  regular  officers  of  the  Directors* 
Association,  should  compose  a  counsel  of  fifteen,  as  an  advisory  board 
for  the  County  Superintendent.  Meetings  of  this  counsel,  thus  far 
held,  have  proved  most  helpful.  This,  no  doubt,  will  prove  one  of  the 
most  valuable  adjuncts  to  the  educational  interest  of  the  county  we 
lave  ever  had.  During  the  winter,  it  was  our  pleasure  to  accompany 
High  School  Inspector  C.  D.  Koch,  on  his  tour  of  inspection  of  many 
of  our  High  Schools:  this  was  truly  enjoyable  and  helpful.  Our 
directors  and  principals  were  pleased  to  meet  Inspector  Koch,  and 
glad  to  extend  to  him  the  hand  of  welcome.  We  need  many  more 
such  visits  from  the  Department.  In  all,  substantial  progress  was 
made  in  our  county  during  past  year. 


CLAKION   COUNTY— N.  E.   Heeter. 


A  recapitulation  of  the  school  work  of  the  year  shows  progress 
along  all  lines  of  work.  Three  new  high  schools  were  organized 
in  the  county  during  the  year  and  the  fourteen  high  schools  are  doin;^ 
a  most  efficient  work.  More  high  school  pupils  were  in  attendance 
during  last  year  than  ever  before  and  the  prospects  for  an  increased 
attendance  during  the  coming  year  are  good.  The  public  examinations 
held  throughout  the  county  for  high  school  en  nance  were  well 
attended  and  showed  that  the  work  of  the  public  schools  is  stimu- 
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lating  boys  and  girls  to  aim  for  a  course  beyond  the  common  branches 
and  forty  pupils  from  the  country  districts  in  which  no  high  school 
is  maintained  qualified  to  enter  a  high  school. 

We  have  aimed  to  create  a  stronger  professional  spirit  in  the  teach- 
ing force  and  have  succeeded  in  a  measure.  The  teachers  of  the 
county  are  coming  to  realize  that  if  they  would  remain  in  the  ranks 
of  the  profession  the}'  must  be  up  and  a  doing.  A  large  number  of 
our  teachers  are  spending  their  vacation  months  in  school,  thus 
preparing  themselves  for  the  higher  standard,  which  is  required  for 
license  to  teach. 

An  encouraging  feature  of  the  work  is  the  fact,  that  our  boards  of 
education  are  selecting  their  teachers  upon  merit  more  than  ever 
before.    The  highest  grade  certificates  are  recognized  and  this  is  stim 
ulating  our  teachers  to  aim  for  the  high  grade  certificates. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  county  were  well  attended  by  both 
parents  and  teachers.  The  best  omen  for  the  future  of  the  schools 
of  the  county  is  the  fact  that  the  parents  are  taking  greater  interest 
in  the  education  of  their  children  than  ever  before. 

Patrons'  day,  which  was  held  on  Lincoln's  birthday,  was  the  occa- 
sion for  many  visits  from  the  homes.  Many  of  the  schools  of  the 
county  commemorated  the  event  by  rendering  a  Lincoln  program. 

The  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  County  Institute. 
We  had  arrayed  for  the  occasion  a  corps  of  the  best  instructors, 
lecturers  and  entertainers  that  it  is  possible  to  assemble.  Educational 
questions  were  discussed  by  the  following  gentlemen: — Dr.  Willis  K. 
Crosby  of  Clarion,  Pa.,  Dr.  Ossian  Lang  of  New  York  City,  Prof. 
C.  E.  Hugh  of  Berkley,  California,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  of  Clarion 
State  Normal  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Beer  of  Sardis,  W.  Va.  Prof.  A.  J. 
Mooney  of  Warren  Conservatory  of  Music  had  charge  of  the  music. 
The  evening  lecturers  were  Frank  Dixon  and  Hon.  John  A.  Johnson, 
Governor  of  Minnesota.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by 
the  Dunbar  Male  Quartett  and  Bell  Ringers  and  the  Concert  Trio. 
The  largest  audience  that  ever  assembled  at  a  Clarion  County  Insti- 
tute turned  out  to  hear  Governor  Johnson's  lecture  on  the  Majesty 
of  the  Law. 

There  was  a  session  of  the  high  school  teachers  of  the  county  held 
<tn  Thursday  of  institute  week.  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  State  High  School 
Inspector,  was  present  and  gave  many  helpful  suggestions  along 
the  line  of  more  efficient  high  school  work.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  helpful  meetings  of  the  week.  All  the  high 
school  teachers  were  present  and  ex] pressed  a  desire  for  a  similar 
meeting  next  year.  The  following  topics  were  discussed:  The  length 
of  the  High  School  Recitation  Period;  Requirements  for  High  School 
Entrance;  Deficiencies  of  our  High  Schools  and  How  to  Remedy 
Them;  What  Place  Should  Agriculture  Have  in  the  High  School; 
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The  Best  Method  of  Teaching  High  School  English ;  Course  of  Study 
and  Equipment  for  the  Small  High  School;  The  Keal  Purpose  of 
the  High  School;  The  High  School  Programme;  What  Place  Should 
the  Common  Branches  Have  in  the  High  School? 

The  Directors'  Annual  Convention  was  also  held  during  Institute 
Week.  The  attendance  was  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
county  thus  affirming  the  advisability  of  holding  it  during  the  week 
of  the  County  Institute.  The  sessions  were  adressed  by  Drs.  Lang 
and  Hugh  of  the  institute  instructors  and  by  a  number  of  county 
directors.  The  convention  was  so  arranged  that  the  director  present 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  Governor  Johnson's  lecture. 
About  two-thirds  of  the  directors  of  the  county  turned  out  to  hear 
him. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  editor  of  the  Clarion  Republican, 
Mr.  Samuel  Pickens,  Jr.,  for  the  assistance  he  gave  to  the  cause  of 
education  through  the  columns  of  his  weekly  paper.  Mr.  Pickens 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  County  Superintendent  two  columns  of 
each  issue  of  his  paper  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  school 
questions.  Through  these  colufmns  were  discussed  questions  of 
School  Methods  and  Management  as  well  as  many  others  of  vital 
importance  to  both  teacher  and  parent.  In  this  way  the  cause  of 
education  received  an  impetus  which  is  far  reaching  in  its  effect. 


CLEARFIELD  COrXTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


In  summing  up  the  school  work  of  the  year  we  feel  gratified  with 
the  results  accomplished.  The  work  in  the  different  schools  of  the 
county  with  a  few  exceptions  has  been  very  good.  While  we  recognize 
the  fact  that  in  a  county  as  large  as  Clearfield  there  will  never  be 
good  teachers  enough  to  supply  all  the  schools,  yet  we  think  as  a 
whole  our  teachers  have  done  very  efficient  work.  The  improvements 
in  the  schools  of  the  county  during  this  year  have  kept  pace  wirh 
i hose  of  the  preceding  years.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  improve 
ment  of  the  school  buildings  and  in  the  beautifying  of  the  school 
grounds.  Our  directors  as  well  as  our  teachers  are  awakening  to  the 
fact  that  if  the  boys  and  the  girls  are  to  be  kept  in  school  the 
buildings  and  the  school  grounds  must  not  only  be  made  convenient 
and  comfortable  but  they  must  be  made  attractive  as  well. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  the  districts  have  painted  their  school 
buildings  both  inside  and  outside.  There  is  still  room  for  much 
improvement  along  this  line.    A  number  of  new  buildings  have  been 
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erected.  Karthaus  has  built  a  tine,  tour-room  brick  building.  Clear- 
field has  erected  a  magnificient  twelve-room  brick  which  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 

The  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  third  week 
of  October.  One  hundred  and  nine  directors  were  present.  The 
attendance  was  not  so  good  as  it  should  have  been,  however  we  had 
a  very  interesting  two  days  session.  The  date  for  holding  the  next 
convention  has  been  changed  to  the  Thursday  and  Friday  nearest  the 
15th  of  November.  It  was  thought  that  this  change  of  date  would 
insure  a  larger  attendance  from  the  rural  districts. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  December  14-18.  It  was 
a  decided  success.  473  teachers  were  in  attendance  during  the  week. 
The  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The  day  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  Henry  Houck  of  Harrisburg,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  of  Antioch 
College,  Ohio,  Dr.  Kobert  Armstrong  of  the  West  Virginia  University, 
and  Dr.  Maurice  Penfield  Fikes  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  Prof.  Yocum 
of  the  Central  State  Normal  School  conducted  the  music.  This 
proved  to  be  an  exceptionally  strong  corps  of  instructors.  For  the 
evening  sessions  we  had  the  following  lecturers  and  entertainers :  Mon- 
day evening,  Dr.  L.  B.  Wickersham,  Tuesday  evening,  Captain  Richard 
Pearson  Hobson,  Wednesday  evening,  The  Dunbar  Quartette  and  Bell 
Ringers,  Thursday  evening,  Governor  J.  Frank  Hanley. 

Nine  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
Some  of  these  meetings  were  well  attended.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
as  a  means  of  professional  advancement  these  meetings  are  very 
important.    In  value  they  are  second  only  to  the  County  Institute. 

Eighth  grade  examinations  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  districts 
which  do  not  maintain  a  township  high  school.  121  diplomas  were 
granted  showing  that  the  receiver  had  completed  the  common  English 
branches. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the 
county,  the  State  Department  and  all  those  who  have  contributed  in 
any  way  to  the  success  of  the  schools. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


The  fiscal  year  closed  has  been  one  of  satisfactory  progress  in  the 
schools  of  Clinton  county. 

The  enrollment  and  general  attendance  have  exceeded  any  former 
year.  During  the  year  four  (4)  new  school  buildings  have  been 
erected  as  follows:     One  in  Jones  Independent  District  to  take  the 
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place  of  one  destroyed  by  fire  from  a  passing  locomotive;  one  in  East. 
Keating  township;  one  in  Chapman  township  midway  between  Droc- 
ton  and  Farwell ;  one  in  Pine  Creek  township  in  South  Avis.  The  first 
named  is  a  neat  one-roomed  frame  building  to  accommodate  twenty- 
five  pupils.  The  building  in  East  Keating  township  is  constructed  of 
concrete  blocks  and  is  furnished  to  accommodate  fifty  pupils.  The 
others  are  each  two-roomed  buildings  of  the  latest  design  in  school 
architecture  costing  about  five  thousand  dollars  each.  Both  have 
been  fitted  with  modern  systems  of  heating  and  ventilation  and  fully 
equipped  with  school  apparatus.  A  large  number  of  school  buildings 
of  the  county  were  repainted  during  the  summer  vacation,  while 
through  the  agency  of  paint  and  paper,  together  with  appropriate 
pictures  on  the  walls  many  of  our  school  rooms  have  taken  on  the 
appearance  of  a  parlor.  All  these  things  appeal  to  children  and 
serve  as  incentives  to  neatness  in  habits  of  living.  The  selection 
of  pictures  of  country  scenes  do  much  to  stimulate  love  for  country 
life  ami  outdoor  employment.  A  number  of  huge  flags  were  presented 
to  the  schools  by  the  P.  <  >.  S.  of  A.  Camps  in  different  sections  of 
the  county  in  which  these  Camps  are  located.  "Old  Glory"  now  floats 
over  one  hundred  ami  ten  of  our  public  school  buildings. 

The  Countj  Institute  was  the  chief  educational  event  of  the  year. 
The  instructors  were:  Deputy  State  Superintendent  P.  B.  Teitrick 
and  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch  of  tin-  Department,  Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane  of 
Brockporl  Normal  School,  X.  V.,  Dr.  Edwin  10.  Sparks,  President  of 
State  College,  Miss  Sarah  P..  Barber  of  Washington,  I).  C  Secretary 
W.  II.  Schoff  of  the  Philadelphia  Museum.  The  evening  entainers  and 
lecturers  were  af  follows:  Dr.  Byron  \V.  Mini;.  Dr.  Lincoln  Ilulley, 
Hon.  Frank  Dixon.  Maude  Willis  Conceit  Company.  The  music  was 
in  charge  of  J.  Edgar  Probyn  and  Miss  Elizabeth  1.  McCloskey. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  the  Court  House  January  1.4th.  The  forenoon  was  occupied 
by  the  directors  in  a  round  table  conference  oe  school  administration. 
During  the  afternoon  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Shaeffer,  Superintendent  Public 
Instruction  delivered  an  excellent  address  on  the  legal  and  executive 
side  of  the  director's  work  and  answered  many  perplexing  questions 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors.  L.  L.  Hartman,  Secretary  of 
Noyes  township  school  board,  died  March  1st.  at  the  age  of  so  years 
Mr.  Hartman  had  been  a  teacher  for  ."iT  years  prior  to  his  election 
to  office  of  school  director. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  towns  of  the  county 
during  the  year.  These  meetings  are  growing  in  public  favor  year  by 
year  and  are  productive  of  much  good  as  they  bring  parents  and 
teachers  together  in  one  comomn  cause. 

Eleven  high  schools  are  now  in  operation  in  this  county  thereby 
placing  high  school  privileges  within  reach  of  the  majority  of  our 
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country  boys  and  girls.  Eighty  students  were  graduated  from  flics- 
schools  this  spring.  Many  of  these  will  enter  the  Normal  School  this 
fall  while  others  will  take  up  the  active  duties  of  life  to  make  the 
world  better  for  tbe  training  received. 

While  it  has  been  our  custom  to  visit  the  schools  of  our  county 
twice  each  during  the  term  yet  owing  to  the  increased  number  of 
schools  and  special  demands  made  upon  our  time  we  did  not  reach  all 
in  a  second  visit. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  note  the  advancement  made  in  standard  of 
qualification  of  the  the  teachers  which  may  be  judged  by  the  annual 
decrease  in  tbe  number  of  provisional  certificates  issued.  With  few 
exceptions  our  teachers  were  alive  to  the  responsibilities  placed  upou 
them  yet  some  will  ever  lack  skill  in  discipline  and  art  in  questioning. 

Our  directors  are  active,  intelligent  and  progressive  men  who  have 
the  best  interests  and  advancement  of  our  schools  at  heart. 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools  is  commend- 
able. Without  their  co-operation  the  schools  of  any  district  will  fail 
despite  efforts  of  the  best  teachers. 

In  conclusion  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  patrons,  directors  and  the  clergy  of  the  county,  the  con- 
tinued courtesy  of  the  public  press  and  the  kindly  assistance  of  the 
Department  of  Public  instruction. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.   W.   Evans. 


It  affords  one  who  is  largely  responsible  for  educational  conditions 
in  his  county,  considerable  pleasure  to  report  that  substantial  pro- 
gress is  everywhere  evident.  During  the  past  year  we  have  had  a 
better  corps  of  teachers  than  ever  before,  and  consequently  our  schools 
were  more  satisfactory.  In  most  of  our  districts  there  are  directors 
who  have  a  high  sense  of  their  responsibility  in  hiring  teachers,  and 
who  deserve  great  credit  for  the  pains  they  take  in  trying  to  conserve 
the  welfare  of  the  children.  We  regret  to  report  that  we  have  still 
a  few  directors  of  whom  this  cannot  be  said. 

Perhaps  the  most  marked  feature  of  educational  progress  during 
the  year  was  the  intense  interest  which  our  people  took  in  a  series 
of  high  school  debates  which  were  carried  on  in  every  community 
throughout  the  term.  Four  leagues  each  containing  four  teams  were 
organized;  the  schedule  in  each  league  was  arranged  just  as  in  base- 
ball contests.    Thousands  of  our  people  were  thus  made  better  friends 
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of  the  schools  and  the  whole  educational  atmosphere  was  charged 
with  inspiration  for  the  young  people.  The  Hemlock  team  won  the 
county  championship  and  were  awarded  suitable  medals  by  the 
"Morning  Press.'' 

Gradually  our  people  are  beginning  to  see  the  country  school  in 
a  different  light.  The  introduction  of  subjects  directly  related  to 
sictual  life  together  with  the  application  of  school  to  the  problems 
of  the  community  is  looked  upon  not  only  of  industrial  value  but  our 
teachers  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  great  advantage  of  intelli- 
gent life  in  the  country. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  November 
30th.  H.  K.  Pattengill,  R.  M.  McNeal,  W.  W.  Black  and  E.  B.  Bailey 
were  the  instructors.  The  lecture  course  consisted  of:  The  Lotus 
Glee  Club,  "Buffalo"  Jones,  Hungarian  Orchestra  and  Hon.  J.  Adam 
Bede.  A  separate  directors'  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  and 
was  well  attended. 

The  regular  annual  directors'  meeting  was  held  March  20th.  One 
hundred  forty-two  directors  and  fifty-four  of  their  wives  besides 
about  two  hundred  teachers  were  present.  The  speakers  were:  Super- 
intendents J.  M.  Coughlin,  J.  E.  Rees  Killgore,  Directors  J.  H.  Eisen- 
hauer,  E.  R.  Kester  and  I.  A.  Roberts. 

The  county  teachers  association  held  seven  monthly  meetings  which 
were  well  attended.  Our  special  speakers  during  the  year  were 
D.  J.  Waller,  C.  H.  Albert,  J.  G.  Cope,  O.  H.  Bakeless,  W.  B.  Sutliif, 
Superintendents  Charles  Lose,  C.  F.  Hoban,  D.  A.  Harman,  M.  J. 
Lloyd,  Alva  Agee  and  A.  W.  Stevens.  Mr.  Stevens  gave  two  days  to 
each  of  our  high  schools  which  were  well  calculated  to  arouse  an  inter- 
est in  horticulture  and  kindred  subjects. 

A  township  high  school  was  established  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship. A  new  building  was  erected  at  the  Fencecorner  school  in  Benton 
township. 

Nearly  all  our  districts  held  good  local  institutes ;  in  most  of  them 
there  was  one  and  in  many  two  commencements  were  held.  .  I  attended 
over  fifty  educational  meetings  during  the  year. 

Again  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  the  good  people  of 
this  county  who  have  so  loyally  supported  the  cause  of  education 
pnd  made  progress  possible.  1  feel  especially  grateful  for  the  kind 
and  courteous  treatment  received  from  the  State  Department. 
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CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


In  submitting  this  my  seventh  annual  report  of  Crawford  county,  J 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  continued  improvement  in  the  schools  of 
our  county.  The  school  year  ending  June  1909,  is  conceded  by  all  to  be 
the  most  satisfactory,  so  far,  and  our  progress  has  been  of  such 
character  as  to  enable  us  to  make  still  greater  progress  in  the  future. 

Our  teachers  were  wide  awake,  energetic  and  faithful,  seeming, 
in  almost  all  cases,  to  appreciate  fully,  the  importance  of  the  teacher's 
position,  and  the  teacher's  work.  We  need  a  longer  term.  Directors 
do  well  in  keeping  successful  teachers  in  the  same  schools  year  after 
year.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  this  policy  is  becoming  more  prevalent 
in  our  district  schools. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  county  was  never  more  regular, 
snd  a  healthy  educational  spirit  prevailed  in  all  our  districts.  Our 
schools  are  all  graded,  and  two  examinations,  in  all  the  grades, 
are  given  each  year,  by  the  County  Superintendent,  one  at  mid-term, 
and  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  term.  Every  pupil  in  the  county  is  on 
record  in  my  office.  Three  hundred  and  forty-two,  under  a  severer 
test  than  ever  before  passed  the  eighth  grade  examination,  and  were 
granted  diplomas. 

Several  local  institutes,  in  which  teachers,  directors  and  patrons 
took  part,  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  These  were  well 
attended,  and  in  every  instance,  interesting  and  helpful  to  all.  Our 
county  institute  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  ever  held  in  the 
county,  and,  judging  from  practical  results,  one  of  the  most  helpful 
in  the  history  of  the  county.  Our  school  boards,  almost  without 
exception,  have  been  attentive  and  faithful,  and  have  performed  their 
duties  with  good  business  sense. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county — a  greater  number  than 
ever  before,  more  than  once— thus  maintaining  my  record  as  the  only 
county  superintendent  in  the  history  of  the  county  who  has  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  this. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  directors,  teachers,  pupils,  the  county  papers,  and  the 
public,  to  all  of  whom  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
for  valuable  assistance  given  me,  T  desire  to  express  my  sincerest 
thanks. 


44  TUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


CUMBERLAND   COUNTY— J.   Kelso   Green. 


In  submitting  this  report,  i  desire  to  commend  the  efficient  admini- 
stration of  school-affairs  by  Hie  local  school  boards  in  their  respective 
districts.  In  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  comity  have  the  school 
in  teres  is  been  directed  by  men  of  a  higher  degree  of  honesty  and 
intelligence.  My  frequent  interviews  and  conferences  with  them;  the 
many  applications  from  them  for  advice  and  assistance  in  performing 
the  important  duties  placed  upon  them  convince  me  of  a  supreme 
desire  on  their  part  to  do  the  best  lor  the  schools  under  their  care. 
Their  honesty  and  good  common  sense;  their  unselfish  devotion 
which  casis  aside  personal  favor  and  popularity,  form  the  strongest 
argument  in  favor  of  upholding  the  system  ol  local  control  so  wisely 
established  by  the  framers  of  our  school  system.  May  Hie  time  never 
come  when  this  loeal  power  will  be  disturbed,  limited,  or  withdrawn 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Central  Board,  the  existence  of  which 
there  is  not  the  least  need.  The  State  Department  as  it  is  at  present 
organized,  is  sufficient  to  govern  and  regulate  ihe  public  school  system 
of  ihe  Slate,  whhout  the  creation  of  any  other  department  which 
would  amount  to  nothing  more  than  eventually  to  consume  a  pari 
of  the  Stale  funds.  Centralization  is  the  worst  danger  that  confronts 
our  school  system.  Let  the  government  of  our  schools  be  kept  near 
the  people  and  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  will  continue  the  rapid 
progress  they  have  been  making  under  the  present  healthful  system. 

The  work  in  our  schools  has  been  accompanied  with  the  usual 
success.  We  have  had  fewer  inexperienced  teachers  during  the  term 
which  shows  the  effect  of  the  general  increase  in  salaries.  We  had 
twenty-seven  beginners;  fifty-seven  who  hold  provisional  certificates. 
most  all  of  whom  have  been  in  ai  tendance  at  a  Normal  School ;  twenty- 
six  who  hold  professional  certificates;  forty  who  hold  permanent 
certificates ;  one  hundred  i  wenty-nine  who  have  graduated  at  a  Normal 
school;  and  eight  College  graduates,  making  a  total  of  two  hundred 
sixty  teachers. 

The  sixth  Annual  School  Picnic  was  held  in  the  Mi.  Holly  Springs 
Park,  Augnsi  22nd,  1908.  Deputy  Stale  Superintendent  R.  lb  Teitrick 
and  Prof.  W.  Rife  of  Reynoldsville,  were  the  speakers.  The  attendance 
was  large  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  great  social  and  intellectual 
value.  Local  institutes,  sub-local  institutes,  and  other  educational 
meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county.  As  a  result  of  these 
meetings,  the  teachers  have  extended  their  professional  reading  and 
have  developed  unusual  power  in  participating  in  the  discussions. 
We  see  corresponding  improvement  in  the  teaching  in  the  schools, 
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Our  County  Institute  compared  favorably  with  those  held  in  former 
years.  The  instructors  were,  Drs.  O.  T.  Corson,  C.  C.  Ellis,  C:  II. 
Gordinier,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  and  Superin- 
tendent J.  C.  Wagner.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  W.  F.  Sadler. 
President  -Judge  of  Cumberland  county,  Superintendent  M.  Friedman 
ot  the  U.  S.  Indian  Industrial  School,  Dr.  George  Edward  Heed,  Dick- 
inson College,  and  Prof.  J.  C.  Nesbit,  Shepherds  town,  Pa.  Prof. 
Is'esbit  has  the  proud  distinction  of  having  completed  fifty  years- 
service  as  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  The  evening  sessions  were 
filled  as  follows:  Hon.  J.  Wight  Giddings,  The  Honolulu  Students, 
Hon.  J.  Adam  Bede,  and  the  Lotus  Glee  Club. 

The  Cumberland  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  sev- 
enteenth Annual  Meeting  at  Mechanicsburg,  February  18th,  1909.  The 
retiring  officers  were  re-elected.  Three  sessions  were  held.  Important 
questions  were  discussed  by  the  directors  in  an  intelligent  manner. 
The  members  of  the  Association  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  three 
excellent  addresses  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Teitrick.  This 
year  marking  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the 
public  school  system,  the  County  Superintendent  read  a  paper  on 
"Progress  in   Education  Through  Legislative  Enactment." 

Commencement  exercises  of  a  high  order  were  held  in  nine  of  our 
high  schools.  Several  of  our  schools  have  extended  the  course  one 
year:  hence  did  not  graduate  any  pupils  this  year. 

.Most  of  our  schools  are  equipped  with  comfortable  furniture,  maps, 
globes,  etc.,  and  many  have  organs  to  aid  in  the  school  music.  The 
directors  throughout  the  county  have  been  giving  more  attention  to 
the  school  buildings  during  the  last  few  years.  Lumber,  paint  and 
paper  have  been  used  freely.  The  sanitary  conditions  have  been 
improved,  and  everywhere  we  see  an  expressed  desire  to  provide  well 
for  the  school  children  of  the  different  districts. 

East  Peunsboro  township  erected  two  school  buildings  of  modern 
architecture  and  equipment,  and  have  planned  for  another  to  be 
completed  before  the  opening  of  the  next  term.  The  school  board 
deserves  commendation  in  meeting  the  needs  of  this  rapidly  growing 
community.  It  has  been  a  difficult  problem ;  yet  the  directors  have 
proven  that  they  are  capable  and  fully  able  to  cope  with  it. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  during  the  term  was  hindered  in 
many  sections  of  the  county  where  different  kinds  of  contagious 
diseases  prevailed;  notwithstanding  this,  over  seven  hundred  pupils 
attended  school  every  day  and  received  attendance  certificates  from 
the  County  Superintendent.  Forty-five  pupils  received  common  school 
Diplomas.  The  Diploma  entiles  the  holder  to  admission  to  the 
Junior  class  in  the  Normal  School  and  any  high  school  without 
further  examination. 
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Three  hundred  eleven  visits  were  made  to  the  schools.  Most  all 
the  beginners  were  visited  twice;  thus  giving  the  second  visit  where 
ir  was  most  needed.  Forty-three  meetings  were  attended.  The 
presence  of  the  patrons  in  large  numbers  indicates  an  active,  co- 
operative interest. 

In  reviewing  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  year,  we  can  only 
say  it  was  satisfactory;  however  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all 
factors,  we  look  for  greater  results  in  the  future. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  directors,  patrons  and  teachers  for  their  en- 
couragement, assistance  and  support,  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their  advice  and  help. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have 
made  more  progress  in  many  ways  the  last  year  than  they  made  in 
any  one  year  under  my  superintendency.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  pupils  and  the  people  in  general 
took  more  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  future  citizens. 

The  teaching  force  of  this  county  consists  of  two  hundred  ninety- 
four  (294)  teachers  exclusive  of  Harrisburg,  Steelton  and  Middle- 
town.  One  hundred  twenty-five  (125)  held  provisional  certificates; 
eleven  (11)  professional  certificates;  twenty-nine  (29)  permanent 
certificates;  one  hundred  seventeen  (117)  State  Normal  certificates, 
and  twelve  (12)  College  diplomas. 

The  local  institutes  were  conducted  this  year  under  different  plans 
and  we  find  with  very  much  better  results  than  before.  Eighteen 
lr.cal  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  with  very  good  attendance 
and  much  interest  manifested. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings — one  during  the  week 
of  institute  in  the  Senate  Caucus  Boom  in  the  Capitol,  Harrisburg, 
and  one  at  Elizabeth  ville,  March  5th  and  Gth.  The  meeting  during 
week  of  institute  was  attended  by  one  hundred  seventy-four  (174) 
directors.  This  was  the  best  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  organi 
zation.  The  directors  who  take  an  active  part  in  these  meetings  are 
accomplishing  much  good  for  the  schools  in  general  as  well  as  for 
the  schools  of  their  immediate  community. 

The  county  institute  was  held  the  week  of  November  ninth,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  Three  hundred  sixty-seven  (367)  teachers 
enrolled. 
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The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Deputy  Superintendent 
Teitrick,  Prof.  J.  W.  Carr,  Dr.  Geo.  Leslie  Omwake,  Dr.  S.  C. 
Schmucker,  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter. 

Two  township  high  schools  were  organized — one  at  Union  Deposit 
in  South  Hanover  township  and  one  at  Linglestown  in  Lower  Paxton 
township. 

The  county  is  well  supplied  with  twelve  classified  high  schools,  but 
we  see  where  we  could  successfully  and  to  great  educational  advantage 
locate  eight  more  such  schools.  It  seems,  however,  that  we  must 
have  patience  until  public  sentiment  favors  such  educational  progress 
in  these  localities. 

Lykens  and  Elizabethville  boroughs  and  Derry  township  have  each 
placed  an  additional  teacher  in  the  high  school.  This  gives  the 
teachers  in  said  schools  a  great  opportunity  to  do  more  work  and 
with  more  definite  results. 

In  all  schools  we  are  trying  to  teach  too  much  and  the  result  is,  the 
pupil  does  not  have  the  definite  and  fixed  knowledge  he  should  have 
when  he  leaves  school. 

Upper  Swatara  township  built  a  four  roomed  commodious  brick 
building  at  Enhaut  with  an  up-to-date  hot  air  heating  plant. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  helpful  interest 
iu  popular  education  and  for  its  assistance  by  publishing  accounts 
of  educational  events. 

The  common  interest  of  the  people  which  we  have  mentioned  is 
indicative  of  a  very  wholesome  condition  of  (air  public  schools. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  their  courtesies,  the  teachers  and  directors  for  their  loyal 
support,  and  the  patrons,  pupils,  and  all  who  in  any  way  have 
assisted  in  making  the  schools  more  nearly  what  they  should  be. 


DELAWAKE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  school  directors  of  the  borough  of  Collingdale  built  a  two 
story  addition  to  their  public  school  building  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  increasing  population.  This  gives  them  four  additional 
cheerful  rooms  for  school  purposes. 

In  Upper  Darby,  the  school  board  commenced  the  erection  of  two 
large  school  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  two  which  were  not  well 
suited  for  the  work.  The  population  is  increasing  so  rapidly  in  this 
district  that  additional  school  facilities  will  be  needed  very  shortly 
and  the  school  board,  by  its  foresight,  will  be  ready  in  advance. 
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One  building  is  located  at  Garrettford  and  the  other  near   Upper 
Darby  postofl&ce. 

The  following  districts  employed  one  or  more  additional  teachers: 
Oollingdale,  Concord,  Darby  township,  Upper  Darby,  Hayerford, 
Lansdowne,  Media,  Morton,  Ridley  Park,  Rutledge,  Sharon  Hill, 
Swarthmore   (2),  making  thirteen  in  all. 

The  school  board  of  Darby  borough  elected  the  supervising  prin- 
cipal, borough  superintendent  and  he  was  commissioned  January 
11th,  1909.  This  relieves  the  county  superintendent  from  visiting 
twenty-nine  teachers  employed  in  the  borough  and  will  give  him 
additional  time  for  supervision  in  the  rural  sections  although  this 
number  will  soon  he  made  up  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers 
in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

Upper  Darby  township  graduated  its  first  class  in  the  four  years 
course  in  June  and  much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  commence- 
ment exercises.  The  change  from  a  three  years*  course  to  a  four 
years'  course  was  made  last  year.  The  school  directors  in  Rutledge 
borough  changed  from  a  two  years'  high  school  course  to  a  three 
\ ears'  course  of  study  and  did  not  lose  a  single  scholar  from  the  high 
school. 

The  boroughs  of  .Morton  and  Sharon  Hill  introduced  a  two  years' 
high  school  course  and  hope  to  make  their  schools  more  efficient. 

The  directors  of  .Media  introduced  a  commercial  department  which 
has  been  well  organized  and  proved  a  very  popular  feature  of  the  high 
school  work. 

Nether,  Providence  and  Swarthmore  each  engaged  a  special  teacher 
in  vocal  music  which  lias  proved  a  benefit  to  the  children  of  those 
schools. 

Thornbury  township  graduated  its  first  class  in  the  two  years' 
high  school  course  and  much  interest  was  aroused  by  the  commence- 
ment exercises. 

The  directors  of  Yeadon  continued  their  free  lecture  course  during 
the  year.  These  lectures  have  become  a  feature  of  the  public  school 
work  in  this  district  and  are  helpful  alike  to  parents  and  scholars. 
The  subjects  will  indicate  their  value  in  connection  with  the  school 
work.  "Niagara  Falls."  "The  Battle  of  Gettysburg,"  "Down  tin1 
Mississippi,"  "Glimpses  of  Life  in  Norway."  "Butterflies  and  Moths," 
"Insects."  "Our  Friends  the  Birds,"  "Bird  Nests  and  Nestlings,' 
"Familiar  Wild  Flowers  of  Sprintime,"  "Some  Wild  Flowers  of  the 
Summer."  The  lectures  were  illustrated  and  given  in  very  plain  and 
simple  language  by  those  who  are  authorities  upon  their  sujects. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  usual  number 
of  meetings  during  the  year.  The  May  meeting  was  held  at  Cedarcroft, 
Bayard  Taylor's  old  home,  near  Kennel t  Square  in  Chester  county. 
The  large  number  who  attended  felt  well  repaid  by  the  day's  outing. 
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At  the  request  of  the  teachers,  the  teachers'  institute  was  divided 
into  four  sections  which  held  three  periods  each  during  the  morning. 
This  gave  an  opportunity  for  instruction  in  twelve  different  subjects. 
The  plan  seemed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  teachers  better  and  will 
be  followed  at  the  next  annual  meeting  in  a  modified  form.  The 
institute  met  as  a  body  in  the  afternoons. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  directors  was  held  in  Media  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  3d.  It  was  the  most  largely  attended  of  any  yet  held. 
Mr.  David  L.  Hower,  supervising  principal  of  the  Media  schools 
spoke  on  "Hygiene  of  School  Rooms"  and  gave  some  practical  illus 
tuitions.  Mr.  Ralph  L.  Johnson,  supervising  principal  of  the  Upper 
Darby  township  schools,  spoke  on  '•Agriculture  in  Public  Schools.'' 
Both  of  these  addresses  were  well  received  by  the  directors  present. 
An  address  was  made  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  Reed  B.  Tei trick,  which  was  listened  to  attentively, 
and  duly  appreciated.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Frank  P. 
Willits,  Concord,  President ;  Hon.  J.  Milton  Lutz,  Upper  Darby, 
Secretary ;  and  Randal  P.  Dutton,  Newtown,  Treasurer. 

Noth  with  standing  the  increased  number  of  schools,  the  superinten- 
dent visited  all  of  them  twice  and  a  number  three  times,  rendering 
whatever  assistance  in  his  judgment  was  needed. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweenev 


In  taking  a  survey  of  the  work  of  the  schools  for  the  year  just 
closed  we  find  no  startling  departure  from  the  course  pursued  during 
the  preceding  year  but  all  educational  factors  labored  harmonious! v 
and  with  vigor  and  interest,  making  this  the  best  school  year  during 
our  connection  with  the  schools  of  the  county. 

The  public  continues  to  show  a  live  interest  in  the  schools,  in  educa- 
tional meetings,  in  the  teachers  and  pupils.  As  long  as  we  can  con- 
tinue this  deep  interest  and  spirit  of  progress  in  the  public,  we  shall 
continue  to  advance,  for  a  favorable  public  sentiment  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  substantial  progress.  The  teaching  force  in  Elk  county 
is  especially  blessed  in  this  particular. 

The  teachers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  have  been  capable,  earnest 
and  faithful.  The  teaching  force,  as  a  whole,  is  scholarly  and  a 
a  great  majority  of  them  are  still  advancing  in  scholarship  and  pro- 
fessional knowledge  by  attending  a  teachers'  school  during  the 
summer.     Upwards  of  sixty  per  cent,  of  next  year's  teaching  force 
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is  now  in  school,  many  of  them  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
better  equip  themselves.  The  schools  cannot  give  entirely  satisfactory 
results  until  all  teachers  have  a  mastery  of  the  branches  taught,  and 
clearly  understand  modern  rational  methods  and  what  it  means  to 
develop  the  mind  and  character  of  the  child. 

Realizing  these  facts,  we  have  been  yearly  raising  the  standard  of 
qualification  until  none  but  thorough  high  school  graduates  prepare 
for  teaching.  All  our  teachers  are  required  to  read  and  study  a  uni- 
form professional  course  and  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  great  im- 
provement has  resulted. 

The  directors  have  maintained  their  live  interest,  they  have 
been  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  they  have,  with  few  excep- 
tions, properly  enforced  the  compulsory  education  law,  which  to- 
gether with  a  freedom  from  sickness  has  given  us  the  best  years'  at- 
tendance we  have  ever  had.  The  question  of  regular  attendance  has 
been  held  before  the  people  until  all  districts  expect  an  implicit  en- 
forcement of  it. 

Much  improvement  has  been  made  in  school  buildings  and  especially 
in  the  general  appearance,  ventilation  and  sanitation  of  school  rooms. 
The  public  is  beginning  to  demand  that  the  rooms  where  their  child- 
ren spend  so  many  hours  of  their  tender,  impressionable  age  should  be 
properly  kept  and  decorated.  When  we  reach  near  perfection  the 
school  room  will  be  the  best  equipped,  most  sanitary  and  most  elabo- 
rately and  tastefully  decorated  of  any  rooms  in  the  community,  for 
everything  the  child  sees  at  this  age  helps  shape  the  man  or  woman 
of  the  future. 

Our  township  high  schools  continue  to  be  more  popular,  each  year 
having  a  larger  number  enrolled  and  larger  arid  much  stronger  classes 
graduating.  In  response  to  a  public  demand  the  courses  in  require- 
ment have  been  advanced  as  a  natural  result,  higher  grade  principals 
nnd  teachers,  who  are  paid  greatly  increased  salaries,  have  been 
placed  in  charge  of  these  schools.  The  borough  high  schools  have 
made  marked  advancement  in  equipment,  teaching  force  and  quality 
cf  work,  until  there  seems  little  room  for  improvement  or,  in  fact,  little 
lo  be  desired. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  possible  and  convenient  for  every  child  in 
F.Ik  county  to  secure  a  good  high  school  education,  while  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  his  home,  yet  there  are  a  number  of  parents,  who  do  not 
realize  the  value  of  such  preparation  for  their  children,  or  who  fail 
to  encourage  or  require  a  thing  so  good. 

The  superintendent  has  conducted  the  examinations  in  all  cases 
for  admission  to  the  township  high  schools,  for  promotion  from  one 
grade  to  another  and  finally  for  graduation.  This  makes  much  extra 
work,  but  in  no  other  way  could  we  advance  the  requirements  as  by 
this  method. 
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Local  or  district  supervision  continues  to  be  popular  in  some  of  our 
most  progressive  townships,  and  in  every  case  is  working  a  great 
change  for  good.  There  is  no  educational  question  so  important  at 
the  present  time  as  local  supervision.  We  have  close  supervision  in 
all  cities  and  boroughs  throughout  the  State,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  isolated  country  school  that  needs  it  more  than  the  municipal 
school  of  one  or  two  grades,  should  not  be  under  the  guidance  of  an 
expert  supervisor.  We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  off  until  this  greatest 
ueed  will  be  provided  by  legislative  requirement. 

The  question  of  teaching  agriculture  is  receiving  attention  in  our 
rural  township  high  schools.  It  has  met  with  great  approval.  The 
properly  trained  township  high  school  teacher  with  advanced  pupils 
can  do  more  effective  work  along  this  line  than  any  other  agency. 
Provisions  should  be  made  by  the  State  to  educate  teachers  especially 
for  township  high  schools,  so  they  may  be  able  to  produce  required  re- 
sults. Through  this  agency  the  rural  communities  can  be  interested 
and  aroused  as  by  no  other. 

The  County  Institute,  which  was  a  most  unqualified  success,  was 
held  at  Ridgway  the  week  preceding  the  holidays,  when  Dr.  Kuric 
N.  Koark,  Dr.  James  M.  Coughlin,  Supt.  H.  C.  Missimer  and  Prof. 
Charles  A.  Dobson  gave  high  class  instruction  and  inspiration  to  the 
entire  teaching  force  of  Elk  county,  with  the  exception  of  three  who 
were  unavoidably  prevented  from  being  present.  Local  institutes 
were  held  with  great  profit  throughout  the  county  during  the  entire 
year,  and  were  well  attended  by  principals,  superintendents,  teachers 
and  directors. 

The  directors  held  a  most  profitable  two  days'  meeting  at  Kidgway 
in  January,  when  various  timely  questions  of  importance  were  dis- 
cussed. State  High  School  Inspector,  C.  D.  Koch,  was  present  and 
did  much  to  make  the  meeting  a  success  in  unswering  questions  and 
discussing  problems  relating  to  high  schools. 

In  conclusion  of  another  year,  we  desire  to  extend  our  earnest 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  directors  for  their  support  and  inter 
est,  to  the  principals  and  teachers  for  their  co-operation,  to  the  press 
of  the  county  for  assistance  and  to  the  public  in  general  for  the  en- 
couragement and  recognition  accorded  us  in  our  efforts. 


EEIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Eussell. 


At  the  close  of  my  first  year  of  service  as  superintendent  of  Erie 
county  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  brief  account  of  my  steward- 
ship. 
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I  have  found  it  both  refreshing  and  inspiring,  after  many  years 
<  f  high  school  service,  to  come  back  to  the  rural  schools  as  I  am  in- 
debted to  them  for  my  own  early  education.  In  addition  to  my 
other  official  duties  it  has  required  considerable  energy  on  my  parr 
to  pay  one  brief  visit  to  each  school  in  my  district  which  comprises 
twenty-one  townships,  thirteen  boroughs  and  two  independent  dis 
tricts.  I  have,  however,  spent  from  thirty  minutes  to  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  each  of  the  334  schools,  and  paid  a  second  visit  to  a  few  where 
my  assistance  was  most  needed.  There  was  a  total  enrollment  of 
7J>'-2  pupils  in  all  these  schools  of  which  6,468  were  present  upon  the 
days  of  my  visits.  Considering  the  stormy  days  upon  which  many  of 
my  visits  were  made  and  the  prevalence  of  sickness  among  children 
during  the  winter  months  1  deem  this  proportion  of  attendance  very 
«  reditable.  I  found  very  much  to  commend  in  1he  way  of  instruction 
and  equipment  in  the  rural  schools  and  very  much  to  hope  for  in  the 
years  to  come. 

I  am  graining  no  certificates  to  candidates  under  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  as  a  consequence  the  great  majority  of  our  teachers  complete 
a  high  school  course  or  spend  a  year  or  two  ai  a  State  Normal  School 
before  they  receive  their  lirst  certificate  which  insures  a  fairly  good 
standard  of  scholarship,  bu1  the  uncertainty  of  a  position  prevents 
many  from  following  teaching  as  a  profession,  and  the  average  term 
of  soi-vicc  is,  therefore,  short. 

Sixteen  of  the  twenty  one  townships  have  out  seven  months  annual 
school  term,  while  the  other  live  have  eight  and  eight  and  a  half, 
which  with  the  great  diversity  of  text-books  makes  it  very  difficult  for 
the  superintendent  to  give  uniform  grade  examinations.  If,  however, 
the  pupils  in  the  seven  months  schools  are  not  able  to  complete  the 
eighl  grades  in  eighl  years,  I  deem  it  no  hardship  for  them  to  spenu 
an  additional  year  which  would  really  make  the  course  throughout  the 
county  more  nearly  uniform.  I  am  in  favor  of  but  one  standard,  as 
the  entrance  requirements  of  all  the  high  schools  throughout  the 
county  are  practically  uniform,  and  if  a  child  does  not  intend  to  enter 
high  school,  it  is  all  the  more  reason  why  the  grade  work  should  be 
thoroughly  done. 

A  syllabus  similar  to  that  used  in  Illinois,  Ohio  and  New  York, 
prepared  by  the  State  Department  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  teach- 
ers would  be  a  wonderful  help,  especially  to  the  younger  teachers  and 
to  the  superintendent  in  preparing  his  grade  questions.  I  also  believe 
such  a  syllabus  based  upon  an  eighl  month  school  term  would  have 
a  decided  tendency  to  lengthen  the  short  term  schools,  and  would  es- 
tablish a  uniformity  of  school  work  throughout  the  State  which  would 
be  a  long  step  in  advance. 

1  have  under  my  supervision  twenty  live  high  schools;  nearly  all  of 
those  in  the  boroughs  are  strong  and  doing  college  preparatory  work, 
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while  some  in  the  townships  are  doing  admirable  work  others  are  nec- 
essarily weak.  I  was  disappointed  that  the  State  Inspector  of  High 
Schools  did  not  visit  all  the  township  high  schools  in  Erie  county. 
I  feel  confident  a  visit  from  him  with  such  instruction  as  he  could 
give  would  have  a  salutary  effect,  and  1  shall  hope  for  an  early  visit 
from  him  next  year  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  all  of  our  hign 
schools. 

I  have  found  it  a  source  of  pleasure  and  1  trust  of  great  profit  both 
to  myself  and  Erie  county  to  have  attended  the  following  educational 
meetings  during  the  year.  National  Educational  Asociation  at  Clove 
land,  June  2d  to  July  3,  1908;  Erie  County  Teachers'  Institute  August 
31th  to  September  4,  1908;  Warren  County  Institute  October  28-1:9; 
Teachers'  Round  Table  of  Eastern  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsylvania  at 
Sharon  November  13-14i;  Crawford  County  Institute,  Meadville,  De 
( ember  28-29;  two  meetings  of  Teachers  of  Science  and  Mathematics 
of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  one  at  Meadville  December  5,  1908, 
the  other  at  Cambridge  Springs,  April  24,  1909,  and  the  State  Con 
vention    of   County    Superintendents    at    Harrisburg,    February    4-0 

It  is  my  purpose  to  improve  myself  from  jear  to  year  for  the  great 
work  I  have  undertaken,  and  in  proportion  as  I  am  progressive  I  trust 
to  see  the  educational  interests  (hat  have  been  committed  to  me  prog- 
ress. Before  the  end  of  my  term  I  hope  to  see  (he  school  term  length- 
ened in  many  of  the  townships ;  I  hope  to  see  the  efficient  teachers  more 
secure  in  their  positions  and  more  generally  retained  in  the  same 
school  for  a  term  of  years.  I  shall  encourage  all  my  teachers  to 
strive  for  the  highest  grade  of  certificates,  am!  to  fit  themselves  by  pro- 
fessional training  for  the  best  service  possible. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  the  directors  of  my  district  for  the  cour- 
tesies and  consideration  they  have  shown  me,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for  many  past 
favors. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  G.  Lewellvn. 


Seventeen  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Dunbar 
and  German  townships  each  made  additions  to  their  high  school 
buildings.  Brownsville  and  South  Brownsville  will  be  able  to  occupy 
two  of  the  finest  and  most  modern  school  buildings  in  the  State. 
They  cost  over  $50,000  each.  North  Union  township  dedicated  three 
good  brick  buildings  and  occupied  them  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
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The  others  were  one  and  two  room  houses  in  various  districts  of  the 
county. 

Eighteen  public  examinations  were  held.  774  applicants  appeared 
for  examination ;  55G  provisional  and  70  professional  certificates  were 
issued;  14S  applicants  were  rejected;  lGi  county  diplomas  were 
granted  to  pupils  who  completed  the  county  course  of  study. 

There  are  eleven  high  schools.  Each  put  out  a  graduating  class 
with  appropriate  exercises.  Upper  Tyrone  township  and  SmithfielJ 
borough  have  established  high  schools  ready  for  the  opening  of  school 
in  September.  Pupils  receiving  county  diplomas  will  be  admitted  to 
high  school.     These  schools  all  receive  liberal  support. 

The  Fayette  County  Teachers'  Association  held  three  meetings  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  largest  meeting  was  at  the  close  of  the  County  In- 
stitute. The  following  officers  were  elected:  Mr.  F.  H.  Younkin  of 
the  Connellsville  schools,  President ;  Mr.  R.  K.  Smith  of  the  Dunbai 
township  schools,  Vice  President ;  Miss  Frances  Patterson  of  New 
liaven,  Secretary;  Miss  Helen  Carroll  of  the  Connellsville  school:-'. 
Treasurer.     The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  August. 

The  County  Institute  was  said  by  all  to  be  as  good  as  the  best. 
088  teachers  were  enrolled,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaefier,  representing  the  De- 
1  artment;  Dr.  Delos  Fall,  of  Albion,  Mich.;  Dr.  Henry  Pattengill,  of 
Adrian,  Mich.;  Supt.  T.  L.  Gibson,  of  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Miss  Carrie 
Waggoner,  of  Brownsville,  was  the  pianist  for  the  week  and  Mrs. 
Maude  McDonald,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  soloist.  A  special  orches- 
tra was  used  during  the  whole  week.  The  evening  lecturers  were 
Judge  Ben  B.  Lindsey,  of  Denver  and  Gov.  John  A.  Johnson,  of  Minne- 
sota. Entertainments  were  given  by  the  Singers  and  Players  Club 
and  the  Gertrude  Miller  Concert  Company.  Wednesday  was  Direc- 
tors' Day  when  they  met  with  the  teachers  in  the  afternoon. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  during  the  week  of  the  institute.  150  directors 
were  present.  It  was  the  best  meeting  ever  held  in  the  county.  The 
directors  look  forward  to  this  convention.  Supt.  Eli  M.  Rapp,  of 
Berks  county,  discussed  the  following  subjects:  ''How  Directors 
May  Increase  the  Efficiency  of  the  Schools;''  "If  I  Were  a  School  Di- 
rector;" "Handication  vs.  Headication.'*  The  following  officers  were 
elected:  Mr.  Biddle  Hornbeck,  of  Dunbar  township,  President;  Mr. 
John  A.  Armstrong,  of  Connellsville,  Vice  President;  Mr.  Virgil  C. 
Hess,  of  Redstone  township,  Secretary ;  Mr.  John  H.  Prinkey,  of 
Springfield  township,  Treasurer.  Mr.  George  L.  Moore,  of  South 
Brownsville,  Mr.  E.  B.  Jeffries,  of  South  Union  township,  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Franks,  of  Dunbar  township.  Mr.  A.  A.  Carmack,  of  Brownsville 
and  Rev.  A.  J.  Ashe,  of  Connellsville,  were  elected  delegates  to  the 
State  convention  at  Harrisburg.  Four  of  them  attended  the  con- 
vention. 
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We  have  every  reason  for  encouragement  in  the  success  and  progress 
of  our  schools.  The  question  of  higher  salaries  is  no  longer  a  problem 
in  our  county.  We  have  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  schools, 
but  we  need  better  trained  teachers.  A  decided  improvement  in  the 
art  of  teaching  has  been  made  and  many  of  our  teachers  are  planning 
1o  finish  the  work  in  State  Normal  Schools.  Better  and  closer  super- 
vision will  be  had  next  year.  Five  township  principals  have  been 
elected.  Three  of  these  have  secured  three  year  elections  and  at  in- 
creased salaries.  A  decided  effort  will  be  put  forth  to  bring  about 
increased  efficiency  in  the  art  of  teaching. 

The  Department,  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  press  have  given 
liberal  support  in  our  work  and  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  same. 


FOEEST  COUNTY— D.  W.  Morrison. 


Each  year  we  find,  in  casting  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  work 
accomplished,  something  especially  encouraging  in  the  progress  of  the 
schools. 

The  schools,  as  a  whole,  have  never  been  more  satisfactory  than 
those  of  the  year  just  closed.  The  scholarship  and  teaching  ability 
has  been  strengthened,  improvements  have  been  marked,  and  senti- 
ment is  much  more  favorable. 

Improvements  in  buildings  and  grounds  were  made  in  every  district. 
Jenks  and  Barnett  townships  erected  new  buildings. 

Commercial  museums  were  added  in  the  East  Hickory  and  Claring- 
ton  schools. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  Barnett,  Kingsley  and  Tionesta 
Those  were  well  attended,  and  interesting  as  well  as  helpful  sessions. 

Ninety  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  year  and  231  visits 
made. 

One  hundred  twenty-eight  applicants  weve  examined,  and  ninety- 
five  certificates  issued.  Twenty  teachers  were  examined  for  perma- 
nent certificates. 

Six  teachers  and  one  director  resigned  during  the  term,  and  two 
teachers  and  one  director  died.  These  are  the  first  deaths  that  have 
occurred  among  the  teachers  or  directors  during  my  superintendency. 

Hickory  township  high  school  graduated  one  student,   Kingsley 
township  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  eight  and  Jenks  township 
a  class  of  six.     One  new  high  school  was  established  in  Barnett  town 
ship  during  the  year. 
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The  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Tionesta,  June  11 
and  12.  Ex-Count v  Superintendent  S.  B.  Bayle,  of  Erie,  was  the 
principal  speaker  for  the  occasion. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October 
5-9.  From  the  side  of  practical  work,  this  was  the  best  we  have  ever 
had.  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  of  Elniira,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  C.  II.  Gordiner  and  Dr. 
W.  Y.  Welch  were  the  instructors. 

Three  Summer  Normal  Schools  arc  in  operation  in  the  county,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Prof.  J.  L.  Simmons,  at  Kellettville,  Prof.  W.  E. 
Page,  at  Marienville,  and  Prof.  F.  W.  Gill  and  Prof.  C.  F.  Feit,  ar 
Tionesta.  These  summer  schools  are  doing  excellent  work  for  the 
teachers  who  can  take  only  short  terms. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


In  submitting  this,  our  first  annual  report,  we  take  great  pleasure 
in  saying  thai  the  school  year  just  closed  was  one  in  which  progress 
was  seemingly  made  along  all  educational  lines.  With  a  new  adminis- 
tration some  few  changes  would  naturally  be  expected.  It  has  been 
our  purpose,  however,  to  ascertain  the  needs  and  conditions  of  the 
schools  before  making  any  suggestions  for  radical  change.  Owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  the  attendance  in  many  of 
the  districts  was  greatly  reduced  for  several  months.  Put,  on  the 
other  hand,  our  teachers  were  painstaking  and  did  the  very  best  they 
(<mld  with  these  descouragiug  conditions,  so  that  when  the  school 
term  ended  not  so  many  as  had  been  expected  were  behind  in  their 
studies. 

During  the  year  several  new  buildings  were  erected.  One  in  Wash- 
ington township,  a  four-roomed  house,  is  very  commodious  and  com- 
plete in  every  particular.  It  is  gratifying  lo  note  thai  directors  are 
awakening  to  (he  fact  that  modern  school  buildings  are  one  of  the 
needs  of  the  times,  and  thai  more  money  is  being  expended  for  sub- 
stantial buildings,  good  heating  plants  and  better  ventilating  facili- 
ties. 

We  examined  during  the  year  176  applicants  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates. Of  these  158  passed  successfully  and  of  this  number  102  taughl 
during  the  term.  For  the  most  part  these  young  people  did  good  work 
but  Ave  deplore  the  fact  that  over  one  third  of  our  teachers  are 
holders  of  provisional  and  professional  certificates.  It  is  our  inten- 
tion to  encourage  a  more  thorough  preparation  on  the  part  of  young 
teachers.  Especially  do  we  desire  to  see  a  higher  grade  of  work  being 
done  in  the  subjects  of  English  and  Pedagogy.  We  believe  that  the 
great  majority  of  failures  on  the  part  of  teachers  is  due  to  lack  of 
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knowledge  of*  the  subjects  they  attempt  to  teach  and  to  their  ignorance 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of*  pedagogy. 

This  spring  148  applicants  were  examined  for  common  school  grad- 
uation. Of  this  number  80  were  awarded  diplomas.  These  examina- 
tions, with  one  exception,  were  held  under  our  direct  supervision.  It 
u  our  desire  that  these  diplomas  stand  for  something  and  that  no /pu- 
pil shall  be  graduated  from  the  common  schools,  who  has  not  ac- 
quired such  a  knowledge  of  the  common  school  branches  as  would 
enable  him  to  pursue  intelligently  the  course  of  study  in  our  best 
high  schools.  We  hope  soon  to  have  very  few  pupils  recommended 
by  their  teachers  for  this  examination  till  after  the  teachers  them- 
selves are  satisfied  that  the  pupils  are  ready  to  do  high  school  work. 

We  have  in  this  county  at  present  five  township  high  schools.  Each 
of  these  high  schools,  at  present,  has  a  substantial  enrollment.  These 
schools  are  taught  by  young  men  well  qualified  for  the  work  they  have 
undertaken  and  are  wide  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  rural  district. 
Commencements  were  held  at  four  of  These  schools,  from  which  a  to- 
tal of  fourteen  young  people  were  graduated.  We  were  in  attendance 
at  all  these  exercises  and  can  fully  attest  to  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  the  graduates  acquitted  themselves.  Our  gravest  problem  is 
to  keep  these  schools  full  of  boys  and  girls  able  to  do  distinctively 
high  school  work.  Our  patrons,  as  a  whole,  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
see  the  necessity  for  more  general  preparation  for  high  school  work, 
but  many  seem  to  think  these  schools  should  be  adapted  more  espec- 
ially to  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  the  district's  schools.  It 
has  been  our  aim  to  correct  this  wrong  impression  and  point  out  the 
real  purpose  of  these  schools. 

Perhaps  nothing  educationally  that  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  year  showed  more  substantial  progress  than  the  interest  taken 
in  our  educational  meetings. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  No- 
vember 16th.  Judging  by  press  comments  and  expressions  from 
teachers  and  others  in  attendance,  this  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
educational  meetings  ever  held  in  this  county.  Tjlie  instructors 
were : 

Hon.  N.  C.  Schaetfer,  Harrisburg,  Pa., 

Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio, 

Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa., 

Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston,  Mass., 

Dr.  S.  A.  Martin,  Bhippensburg,  Pa. 

Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  had  charge  of  the  music.  The 
instruction  given  by  these  men,  as  might  be  judged  by  the  personnel  of 
the  corps,  was  practical  and  inspiring.  The  teachers  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  their  regular  attendance  and  the  enthusiastic  manner 
in  which  they  greeted  each  of  the  speakers.     Our  evening  entertain- 
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ments  consisted  of  some  of  the  best  talent  procurable.  The  lecture 
by  Governor  J.  Frank  Hanly,  of  Indiana,  was  pronounced  the  best 
effort  ever  held  in  our  county.  For  over  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes 
the  Governor  held  his  audience  spellbound.  It  is  a  great  treat  for 
teachers  to  hear  a  man  of  the  type  of  Governor  Hanly;  they  go 
back  to  their  school  rooms  with  a  firmer  resolution  to  teach  the  boys 
and  girls  more  and  better  citizenship. 

The  directors  of  the  county  held  their  annual  convention  January 
1U  and  20.  It  was  an  excellent  meeting.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  directors  in  the  county,  eighty-eight  were  present.  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson  and  Hon.  K.  M.  McNeal  were  the  principal  speakers  during 
the  two  days.  It  was  decided  to  hold  meetings  twice  yearly,  one  dur- 
ing institute  week  and  the  other  later  in  the  term. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  townships.  While  we 
beiieve  there  can  be  improvement  made  in  these  meetings,  yet,  for  the 
most  part,  they  were  interesting  and  instructive.  There  were  at  sev- 
eral of  these  meetings  leading  educators  from  without  the  county. 
The  people  in  general  by  their  presence  showed  their  keen  interest  in 
educational  affairs. 

Lincoln  Day  was  observed  generally  over  the  county.  At  a  num- 
ber of  places  large  meetings  were  held  in  which  the  schools  took  a 
leading  part.  On  the  same  day  some  school  work  was  done  to  which 
patrons  and  other  citizens  were  invited. 

A  very  pleasant  duty  of  the  superintendent  is  the  visiting  of  the 
pearly  three  hundred  schools  UDder  his  supervision.  The  teachers 
everywhere  were  courteous  and  eager  for  suggestions  for  the  im- 
provement of  their  work ;  the  pupils  were,  for  the  most  part,  attentive 
and  enthusiastic.  In  all,  we  made  three  hundred  twenty-five  visits 
to  schools.  In  these  visits  we  endeavored  to  see  wherein  the  teacher 
excelled  and  wherein  she  might  improve  in  her  work.  On  many  of 
our  visits  we  were  accompanied  by  directors  and  took  occasion  to 
point  out  to  them  where  improvements  might  be  made  in  the  gen- 
eral appearance  and  condition  of  school  property. 

In  conclusion  the  gratitude  of  the  superintendent  is  gladly  ex- 
tended to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  cour- 
lesies  and  helpful  suggestions;  to  the  directors  for  their  unanimous 
support  and  co-operation  in  what  was  attempted  during  the  past 
year;  to  the  teachers  for  their  earnest  efforts  in  trying  to  provide  a 
higher  intelligence  in  their  respective  communities;  to  patrons  and 
citizens  for  the  interest  manifested  in  promoting  a  more  general  and 
popular  education  for  the  children  of  the  county;  and  to  the  public 
press,  to  which  we  are  especially  indebted  for  notices  and  reports  of 
educational  affairs,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  its  mission  as  an 
educational  factor. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Lamberson. 


The  following  is  our  report  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1909: 

The  school  work  of  the  county  was  steadily  on  the  upward  move. 
The  teachers  were  better  qualified  and  more  enthusiastic  and  indus- 
trious than  before. 

We  have  made  a  special  effort  to  hold  our  best  material  and  to  get 
other  good  material  to  take  the  place  of  our  drones.  The  gradual 
raising  of  the  standard  of  requirements  is  having  a  desired  effect. 

Some  of  our  very  best  work  was  done  by  the  younger  teachers, 
while  some  of  our  very  poorest  work  was  done  by  those  who  have 
been  in  the  work  too  long. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  shows  an  increase  of  from  5  per 
cent,  to  9  per  cent,  in  the  various  townships.  No  district  had  a  fall- 
ing off  in  attendance.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  con- 
siderably increased.  Seven  hundred  eighty-eight  pupils  attended 
more  than  90  per  cent,  of  the  term.  Two  hundred  sixteen  had  clean 
attendance  cards,  making  100  per  cent. 

Twenty  pupils  passed  the  examination  at  tbe  close  of  the  term. 

Uetter  support  was  given  the  schools  by  the  boards  of  directors  in 
rhe  selection  of  teachers,  furnishing  supplies,  books,  etc.  We  hope 
for  more  systematic  and  regular  visitation  of  schools  by  representa- 
tives of  the  boards. 

Eight  of  the  townships  held  regular  monthly  meetings  at  which 
time  the  teachers  and  directors  met  and  discussed  practical  school 
problems.  We  expect  to  see  this  in  every  township  at  the  beginning 
of  the  schools  in  1909. 

A  more  harmonious  relationship  existed  between  parent  and  teacher 
which  made  school  life  more  pleasant  than  it  was  in  some  places  last 
year. 

A  great  deal  of  good  was  derived  from  our  local  institutes.  They 
are  one  of  our  strongest  factors  and  should  bave  the  support  of  every 
parent  and  teacher.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  never  bet- 
ter as  a  whole  than  this  year. 

We  visited  every  school  in  the  county  twice  during  the  term, 
with  four  exceptions.  A  great  many  of  the  schools  were  visited 
cftener.     One  hundred  eighty-eight  visits  was  the  total. 

Twelve  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were  held.  Nine 
ty-eight  applicants  were  examined,  23  of  which  were  rejected. 

Our  county  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Every  teacher  except  one  was  present  at  every  session.  The  interest 
manifested  by  the  general  public  was  a  stimulus  to  both  teachers 
and  superintendent. 
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The  directors'  convention  was  not  so  well  attended  on  account  of 
unavoidable  circumstances  or  conditions  bur  the  work  done  was  very 
good,  being  practical. 

As  a  whole  we  feel  that  the  work  done  in  and  for  the  schools  was 
much  better  than  last  year. 

We  recogn'ize  that  the  above  is  true  because  of  the  combined  efforts 
of  all,  pupils,  teachers,  parents,  directors,  physicians,  health-inspec- 
tors, and  all  other  friends  of  education. 

We,  by  this  means,  express  our  appreciation  of  the  interest  taken 
by  all  in  this  work  of  making  the  schools  of  our  county  better.  May 
we  have  your  support  in  the  future? 

To  the  State  Superintendent  at  Barrisburg  we  are  indebted  for 
help  and  advice. 


GREENE  COUNTY— John  C.  Stewart. 


The  school  work  of  the  year  just  ending  is  a  thing  of  the  past  and 
cannot  be  changed,  neither  can  the  good  accruing  therefrom  be  esti- 
mated. 

The  training  of  the  immortal  mind  in  its  crude  stale  and  the  devel- 
<  pment  of  human  character  are  beyond  tangible  computation:  How- 
ever, there  are  some  things  that  we  can  judge  and  approximately  ac- 
count for  the  results  thai  have  been  accomplished.  The  work  of 
the  schools  of  the  county  as  a  whole  is  very  encouraging.  Improve- 
ment is  noli  -cable  along  several  lines. 

The  teaching  force  as  a  body  is  better  qualified  educationally  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  a  greater  number  of  college  and  normal  grad- 
uates were  employed  this  year.  The  greatesi  hindrance  to  ihis  work 
iii  the  rural  districts  is  the  limited  education  of  many  of  our  teachers. 
Their  education  is  no1  broad  enough  to  inspire  their  pupils  to  reach 
out  and  to  possess  a  desire  for  a  knowledge  of  the  subjects  beyond 
tiie  common  school  work. 

If  yon  can  implant  in  the  childs'  mind  a  desire  for  increased  know- 
ledge, you  have  planted  the  seed  that  will  bring  forth  abundant  fruit. 
The  greatest  good  that  has  been  accomplished  in  ihis  county,  in  my 
judgment,  is  the  increased  interest  in  higher  education.  Two  high 
schools  were  established  this  year  and  two  more  will  be  established 
the  coming  year,  thus  making  six  schools  of  this  grade  for  next  year. 
These  schools  were  taught  by  college  graduates.  Their  work  was 
excellent  ami  their  efforts  outside  of  the  school  room  have  been  a 
greal  stimulus  t<»  the  educational  interest. 
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The  improvement  of  school  property  was  about  an  average  with 
the  past.  Several  new  buildings  were  erected  and  many  old  build- 
ings were  repaired  and  repainted,  thus  making  them  more  comfortable 
and  more  attractive  and  cheerful.  The  work  of  the  School  Improve- 
ment League  was  the  greatest  of  any  year  of  its  existence.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  league  many  school  grounds  were  cleared  of  rubbish 
and  the  school  rooms  were  made  more  inviting  and  home  like  by  the 
use  of  (lowers,  pictures  and  Hags.  Several  organs  were  purchased 
and  placed  in  the  schools  through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  pu- 
pils. The  committee  appointed  at  the  county  institute  to  outline 
the  work  of  the  League  recommended  that  the  Anniversary  of  Lin- 
coln's birth  be  observed  as  Patrons'  Day,  and  that  a  portrait  of  Lin- 
coln be  placed  in  each  room.  This  was  fittingly  observed  in  nearly 
all  the  schools  in  the  county,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  carried  out,  also  several  good  pictures  of  Washington  were 
placed  in  the  schools.  About  1,500  new  books  were  placed  in  the  li- 
braries, also  several  free  libraries  were  secured  from  the  State  Li- 
brary Commission.  This  work  may  seem  trivial  and  commonplace 
to  many  persons  but  it  has  done  more  to  develop  the  aesthetic  and 
ethical  nature  of  the  child  and  to  create  an  admiral  ion  for  the  old 
school  house  and  its  surroundings  than  any  Thing  that  has  ever  been 
introduced. 

The  notable  educational  events  of  the  school  year  were  the  annual 
Teachers'  Institutes  and  the  Directors'  Convention  which  were  held 
at  the  county  seat.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  teachers  gathered 
at  the  County  Institute  and  were  instructed  by  an  able  corps  of  edu- 
cators, namely,  Dr.  S.  I).  Fess,  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan  and  Dr.  F.  G.  Blair. 
That  our  institute  was  generously  attended  by  the  public  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  our  door  receipts  amounted  to  $240  more  than  at  any 
previous  year.  Our  Directors'  Convention  asembled  on  the  4th  day 
of  September.  We  held  a  two  day  session.  Ninety-eight  directors 
were  enrolled.  Supt.  Rapp  addressed  the  convention.  About  40  local 
institutes  were  held  in  the  county  and  were  largely  attended  by 
teachers  and  citizens,  all  of  whom  seemed  willing  to  lend  their  efforts 
to  make  the  exercises  interesting  and  profitable.  In  conclusion  I  de- 
:S'.re  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  Department  for  counsel,  to 
the  public  press  of  the  county  for  giving  public  notice  of  educational 
events,  and  to  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  for  their  efforts  to  make 
*be  year's  work  successful. 


62  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


In  presenting  this,  my  seventh  annual  report,  I  have  nothing  that 
is  great  or  startling  to  note.  I  am  pleased,  however,  to  be  able  to  re- 
port a  steady  growth  during  a  prosperous  school  year.  Possibly  no 
other  report  has  followed  a  year  of  such  activity  in  the  county's  his- 
tory. In  glancing  over  the  report  of  the  last  twenty  years,  I  feel 
that  I  am  justified  or  justifiable  in  this  assertion.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  1  review  briefly  the  efforts  we  have  made  and  the  results  ac- 
complished. 

Examinations. 

Beginning  June  1st,  I  conducted  thirty-three  regular  examinations 
at  which  three  hundred  and  eight  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this 
cumber  eighteen  received  professional  certificates,  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  were  granted  provisional  certificates,  while  seventy-three 
failed  to  meet  our  standard  at  any  time.  Before  a  professional  cer- 
tificate was  granted  the  applicant  had  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion in  Literature,  both  American  and  English,  Physical  Geography 
and  Pedagogy,  all  above  the  requirements  for  a  provisional  certificate. 

Between  March  IS  and  May  6,  I  examined  twenty-one  classes  in  our 
public  schools,  three  of  which  were  high  school  classes.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  five  pupils  who  were  examined,  fifty  were  rejected  be- 
cause they  did  not  measure  up  to  our  standard.  Five  of  our  high 
school  classes  were  "held  over"  and  required  to  do  another  year's 
work  before  taking  the  examination.  They  are  fairly  as  strong  as 
many  who  are  graduated  from  high  schools,  but  we  want  them  to  be 
much  stronger. 

Teachers. 

But  twenty-six  of  our  teachers  of  the  year  were  "Beginners."  The 
certificates  were  as  follows :  provisional,  131 ;  professional,  51 ;  perma- 
nent, 30;  State  Normal  School  graduates,  14;  College  graduates,  2. 
About  50  per  cent,  of  the  undergraduates  have  made  special  prepara- 
tion at  Juniata  College  while  the  others  have  been  prepared  to  teach 
by  attending  our  local  normal  schools,  though  several  of  them  have 
been  students  at  some  one  or  more  of  our  State  Normal  Schools.  As 
a  whole  the  teachers  did  very  good  work  in  "their  respective  stations, 
+hough  a  few,  some  of  whom  hold  higher  certificates,  will  not  be 
wanted  next  term. 

Institutes. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute,  which  includes  Huntingdon,  was 
a  decided  success  because  of  the  excellent  work  which  was  done  by  a 
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proficient  corps  of  instructors,  consisting  of  lion.  11.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr. 
C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff  and  Dr.  C.  11.  Gordinier.  The  teachers 
all  entered  into  the  work  with  that  degree  of  interest  which  always  in- 
sures a  successful  institute.  "Dead"  teachers  will  never  have  a  live 
institute  no  matter  how  lively  the  instructors  may  be. 

Thirty-five  local  institutes  were  conducted  m  our  forty-six  districts, 
thirty-one  of  which  were  attended  by  the  County  Superintendent. 
This  does  not  include  many  educational  meetings  which  were  held 
iA  night.  These  local  sessions  were  nearly  all  unusually  well  at- 
tended, the  houses  as  a  rule  being  over  crowded. 

Other  Meetings. 

Lincoln  Day  was  observed  all  over  the  county  and  in  many  sub- 
districts,  elaborate  programs  were  rendered.  To  encourage  the  study 
of  spelling  several  of  our  schools  conducted  1he  "old  fashioned  spell- 
ing schools"  during  the  winter.  Much  interest  was  manifested. 
Literary  and  debating  societies  were  common. 

Pupils. 

The  attendance  by  the  pupils  was,  as  a  rule,  unusually  good.  More 
than  one  thousand  pupils  attended  every  session  of  the  term,  while 
about  three  hundred  more  missed  less  than  one  day.  More  than  two 
hundred  have  attended  two  years  without  missing  any  time. 

Visitations. 

The  superintendent  made  three  hundred  and  seventeen  regular  vis- 
its during  the  year,  not  including  special  visits,  short  calls  to  a  num- 
ber of  schools,  and  visits  while  examining  pupils.  In  many  cases  the 
directors  accompanied  him.     The  entire  Porter  Board  did  so. 

Directors. 

The  work  of  the  directors  in  many  of  our  districts  is  most  perplex- 
ing because  of  the  limited  finances.  However,  as  a  whole,  they  did 
their  work  heroically,  several  of  them  making  great  personal  sacri- 
fice for  the  benefit  of  the  school.  I  commend  them  for  their  earnest- 
ness and  zeal.  The  Directors'  Convention  was  very  well  attended  by 
enthusiastic  members.  The  lecturers  were  David  Fortny,  of  Belle- 
fonte  and  Hon.  William  Lauder,  of  Riddlesburg,  both  of  whom  did 
very  good  work. 

Special. 

Dudley  borough  erected  a  modern  four-room  building  which  is  well 
equipped.  Carbon  district  built  a  very  good  two-room  building  at 
Barnettstown,  where  they  have  established  a  township  high  school 
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which  did  good  work.  Cromwell  township  put  a  new  building  in  the 
"Narrows,"  which  greatly  convenienced  several  families,  Stone  Valley 
Township  High  School  graduated  its  first  class  on  May  14th. 

November  20  was  observed  by  our  best  teachers  as  Agricultural 
Day. 

1  am  grateful  for  the  progressive  success  of  the  year,  and  thank  ali 
for  the  loyal  support  they  have  given  their  schools. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


In  submitting  this  my  hist  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  In- 
diana county,  1  think  1  can  justly  say  the  schools  have  experienced  a 
very  successful  year. 

Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  labor  in  other  fields  last  fall,  many  capable 
teachers  possessing  Normal  diplomas  and  permanent  certificates  again 
entered  the  (caching  profession.  This  move  seemingly  was  not  with- 
i  in  its  effect  since  on  account  of  inability  to  manage  the  schools  but 
two  resignations  were  called  for  in  the  entire  county.  , 

One  complaint  comes  from  the  directors  oi  a  number  of  the  town- 
ships staling  that  so  many  of  our  teachers  in  possession  of  permanent 
certificates  allow  themselves  to  arrive  at  the  ''dead  line."  It  was 
hoped  that  this  would  be  prevented  upon  the  adoption  of  the  new 
»o<h'.  1 1  seems  altogether  wise  ami  consistent  that  teachers  should 
keep  themselves  in  readiness  to  enter  a  tes  designated  to  discover 
whether  or  not  such  teachers  are  keeping  abreast  of  the  advancement 
of  the  teaching  profession. 

It  was  a  very  busy  year  for  me  as  I  was  anxious  to  personally  visit 
.s  many  of  the  schools  as  possible.  As  a  result  I  visited  all  but  three 
schools  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five.  In  the  majority  of  the 
schools,  conditions  were  very  favorable  for  good  school  work,  while 
i'i  others  many  changes  and  improvements  had  to  be  suggested. 

Since  the  coal  developments  began  in  Indiana  county,  a  number  of 
new  school  buildings  have  been  erected.  As  a  rule  these  are  modern 
;  ml  afford  splendid  facilities  for  school  work.  During  the  past  year 
a  number  of  new  schools  have  been  opened,  among  which  was  a  four- 
room  building  in  Center  township.  This  school  building  as  well  as 
the  new  building  ai  Graceton  shows  the  good  judgment  of  this  pro- 
gressive school  board.  In  Green  township  another  room  was  added 
at  DixonviJle,  and  a  new  building  is  to  be  erected  there  this  year.  In 
Indiana  borough  a  magnificent  building  containing  sixteen  class- 
rooms besides  an  office  and  library  was  erected.     This  building  was 
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appropriately  dedicated  on  Friday,  February  19,  1909.  Among  those 
taking  part  in  the  exercises  were  Justice  Elkin,  Deputy  State  Super- 
intendent K.  B.  Teitrick,  Prof.  Allison,  ol*  Wilkinsburg  and  Dr.  James 
E.  Ament  of  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School.  The  school  is  modern 
in  every  detail.  In  its  completeness  the  aggregate  cost  will  not  ex- 
ceed $85,000.  School  hoards  contemplating  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings should  not  fall  to  examine  this  structure  and  to  consult  with  the 
Indiana  School  Board  on  the  subject  of  economy  in  the  erection  of 
school  buildings.  At  Heilwood,  located  in  Pine  township,  a  splendid 
eight  room  building  is  now  in  course  of  construction.  It  is  a  brick 
building  and  is  to  be  heated  and  ventilated  by  means  of  the  most 
modern  appliances.  In  general  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  through- 
out the  county  to  beautify  school  grounds  and  school  buildings. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  grand  success  from  start  to  finish. 
Every  teacher  savre  eight  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  was  en- 
rolled. The  interest  shown  by  the  teachers  speaks  much  for  their 
honest  labors  in  their  respective  schools.  Those  who  were  listless  at 
the  teachers'  institute  were,  as  a  rule,  having  listless  schools  during 
the  superintendent's  visitation.  The  iustruclors  all  rendered  splen- 
did service.  The  list  of  instructors  embraced  the  following:  Dr.  T. 
S.  Lowden,  Prof.  George  P.  Bible,  Prof.  Jos.  S.  Walton,  Dr.  James  E. 
Anient,  Prof.  Jerry  March,  Prof.  ('has.  Dobson  and  Miss  Mabel  Mc- 
Creight.  The  evening  attractions  proved  to  be  attractions  indeed. 
They  were  well  patronized  by  teachers  and  the  general  public,  and  as 
a  result,  the  receipts  easily  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  institute  where 
used  with  the  apropriation  from  the  county.  The  attractions  included 
the  following:  Gov.  John  A.  Johnston,  The  Singers  and  Players  Club, 
Alton  Packard,  Lee  Francis  Lybarger  and  Concert  Trio  and  Amphion 
Quartette.    ' 

The  Directors'  Association  met  on  December  21  at  ten  o'clock  A. 
M.,  and  continued  until  the  close  of  institute  on  December  25,  1908. 

The  convention  was  well  attended,  there  being  an  enrollment  of  110 
directors  representing  thirty-five  districts.  Six  districts  were  not 
represented  at  the  convention.  Jos.  S.  Walton  and  T.  S.  Lowden  ad- 
dressed the  convention  at  different  sessions. 

During  the  past  year  Indiana  county  lost  a  teacher,  Prof.  Aubrey 
M.  Hammers,  who  for  a  time  was  teaching  in  Jefferson  county.  He 
had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  school  work  in  this 
his  native  county.  On  account  of  service  he  had  rendered  the  cause 
of  education,  the  teachers  voted  to  raise  a  fund  to  erect  a  memorial 
in  the  name  of  the  public  schools  of  Indiana  county.  The  schools  re- 
sponded liberally  to  this  commendable  cause. 

Since  the  close  of  the  schools  many  of  the  progressive  teachers  are 
in  attendance  at  different  normal  schools.  Some  are  at  Grove  City, 
and  many  of  the  younger  teachers  are  attending  select  schools  located 
5—5—1909 
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throughout  the  county.  The  teachers  of  the  county  seem  to  be  in- 
spired with  a  determination  to  become  better  prepared  for  the  impor- 
tant work  of  teaching.  On  this  account  we  are  looking  forward  to 
better  things  the  next  school  year. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  especially  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  prompt  and  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have 
answered  all  inquiries. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


With  a  strong  corps  of  teachers  the  school  year  just  closed  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  We  have  had  few  complete  failures  and  com- 
paratively few  partial  ones.  In  several  instances  a  partial  failure 
vas  due  entirely  to  interference  on  the  part  of  patrons.  Generally 
speaking  the  teachers  have  been  ambitious  to  advance  both  in  schol- 
arship and  professional  standing;  the  part  of  the  minimum  salary 
law  placing  a  premium  on  professional  and  permanent  certificates, 
and  certificates  on  proficiency  lias  been  helpful  in  promoting  this  com- 
mendable spirit.  Practically  all  our  teachers  who  do  not  have  a  per- 
manent certificate  of  some  form  are  attending  school  now. 

The  most  notable  advancement  has  been  in  primary  methods. 
Nearly  all  our  teachers  were  acquainted  with  and  used  up-to-date 
primary  methods,  including  efficient  work  in  phonics.  Phonics  and 
their  application  has  been  a  much  neglected  study  in  our  schools; 
the  subject  having  been  so  long  neglected  that  most  of  our  teachers 
coming  up  from  the  public  schools  received  no  instruction  in  them; 
the  higher  schools  took  it  for  granted  that  this  work  was  taught  below, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  teachers  began  their  work  deficient  in  this 
very  important  subject.  At  teachers'  meetings,  local  institutes,  the 
County  Institute,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  good  methods  for  pri- 
mary reading  and  the  study  and  teaching  of  phonics  have  been  agita- 
ted, and  instruction  given  therein.  The  teachers  have  taken  hold  of 
the  work  with  enthusiasm,  have  mastered  the  work  themselves,  and 
have  met  with  success  in  teaching  the  same.  Of  course  some  are  more 
skillful  than  others,  but  the  results  have  been  generally  satisfactory. 
In  the  other  branches  also  our  teachers  have  been  making  good  progress 
in  acquiring  and  using  good  primary  methods.  The  great  trouble  is  the 
constant  change  of  teachers,  the  raw  recruits  for  the  service  each 
year.  A  teacher  may  and  often  does  teach  a  very  good  school  the 
first  year.  The  trouble  we  have  had  is  that  young  people  with  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  branches  will  attempt  to  leach  without  any  know- 
ledge of  how  to  teach,  without  receiving  instruction  in  methods.     It 
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strikes  ns  as  almost  criminal  for  such  a  person  to  attempt  to  instruct 
a  class  of  beginners.  With  the  more  advanced  work  such  a  teacher,  if 
cf  ordinary  executive  ability,  often  meets  with  success;  in  this  case 
the  inexperienced  teacher  may  follow  the  method  of  his  or  her  more 
recent  teachers.  But  in  the  primary  work  more  skillful  teachers  are 
required,  and  the  remembrance  of  methods  used  by  early  teachers  is 
not  such  as  to  be  useful.  We  have  tried  to  remedy  this  by  making 
ability  to  set  forth  a  method  for  teaching  the  primary  work  a  condi- 
tion for  securing  a  teachers'  certificate.  We  are  insisting  that  all 
those  who  expect  to  teach  receive  personal  instruction  in  methods. 

Monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  in  most  of  the  districts  the 
first  four  months  of  the  term;  and  one  or  more  local  institutes  were 
held  in  each  district  the  latter  part  of  the  term.  These  meetings  have 
been  very  helpful  to  some  of  our  teachers;  while  others  have  persis- 
tently refused  to  profit  by  them.  This  latter  class  as  a  general  thing 
do  not  advance  in  the  profession. 

A  Boys'  Agricultural  Club  has  been  organized  in  connection  with 
the  schools ;  farm  literature  has  been  furnished  each  of  the  five  hun- 
dred members.  The  boys  are  specializing  in  corn  raising  this  year,  a 
number  of  valuable  prizes  having  been  offered  for  the  best  ear  of  corn 
exhibited  at  the  County  Institute  next  year.  In  this  movement  the  Po- 
mona Grange  and  the  subordinate  Granges  in  the  county  are  co-op- 
crating  and  rendering  valuable  assistance.  County  Superintendent 
O.  J.  Kern,  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  father  of  the  Boys'  Club 
movement  will  be  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  County  Institute  in  1909, 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  his  work  will  do  much  to  assist 
in  coordinating  the  work  of  the  community  and  the  school,  to  help  all 
of  us  to  realize  the  possibilities  of  the  rural  school.  During  the  year, 
especially  in  connection  with  Arbor  Day,  we  made  a  persistent  effort 
to  promote  a  movement  for  outdoor  art,  tree  planting,  and  other 
work  associated  with  good  school  surroundings.  But  so  far  the  ef- 
fort has  produced  very  meager  results,  but  a  little  work  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  cleaning  up  school  grounds  and  tree  planting,  and 
the  campaign  will  be  continued;  it  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Kern's  work  at 
the  County  Institute  will  be  especially  helpful  along  this  line.  The 
County  Institute  and  the  Directors'  Convention  were  held  in  conjunc- 
tion the  week  of  December  lGth.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Professor  P  M.  Pearson,  Professor  C. 
H.  Albert,  Professor  C.  D.  Koch,  Miss  Isab...  Liggett  and  Professor 
Jerry  March.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  of  the 
highest  class,  and  were  well  received.  The  M.  E.  Sunday  School  Or- 
chestra rendered  efficient  services  and  added  to  the  general  pleasure 
ol  the  occasion. 

The  School  Herald,  a  monthly  publication,  had  been  of  assistance 
in  bringing  into  clearer  contact  the  various  school  forces  of  the 
county. 
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Twenty  thousand  monthly  certificates  for  punctuality  and  regular- 
ity were  awarded  during  the  term,  and  seven  hundred  term  certifi- 
cates for  regularity  and  punctuality  were  awarded.  These  certifi- 
cates were  signed  by  the  teacher  and  the  County  Superintendent,  and 
certified  that  the  pupil  receiving  the  same  were  neither  tardy  nor  ab- 
sent. Many  teachers  have  been  able  to  make  these  certificates  an  in- 
e.-ntive  to  punctual  atendance. 

The  Compulsory  Vaccination  Law  continues  to  create  discord  and 
interfere  with  the  attendance  in  several  districts. 

All  but  eight  schools  were  visited  once  and  a  number  were  paid  a 
second  visit.  Through  the  columns  of  The  School  Herald  some  of  the 
features  of  a  good  school  were  pointed  out,  when  a  school  was  vis- 
ited, the  absence  or  presence  of  these  features  were  frankly  placed  be 
fore  the  teacher.  Most  of  the  teachers  were  anxious  to  find  their 
strong  and  their  weak  points,  and  struggle  to  grow.  For  such  there  is 
great  hope.  Every  possible  moment  available  for  school  visitation 
was  utilized ;  we  feel  that  some  good,  apart  from  judging  the  teachers 
professional  standing  was  done.  But  we  recognize  that  the  number 
of  schools  is  too  great  for  one  person  to  really  supervise ;  we  very  much 
regret  that  another  session  of  the  Legislature  lias  passed  without  any 
provision  for  adequate  supervision  in  the  rural  districts ;  we  consider 
tbe  provision  in  the  new  code  on  this  subject  a  very  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  problem. 

By  every  possible  means  we  have  sought  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education,  and  our  sincere  thanks  are  due  all  forces  and  good  in- 
fluences that  have  worked  with  us  to  this  end. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— Josiah  H.  Deen. 


In  submitting  our  first  annual  report,  no  comparison  shall  be  made 
with  the  work  of  former  years. 

In  general,  the  schools  were  in  good  working  condition,  which 
speaks  well  for  my  predecessor  and  his  co-workers,  the  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  patrons. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  Juniata  is  not  retrograding,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  real  progress  has  been  made  along  educational 
lines. 

We  made  two  visits  to  each  school  and  found  in  many  places,  ex- 
cellent work  being  done.  Success  in  school  work,  is  due  in  great 
measure,  to  the  efforts  of  zealous,  conscientious  teachers,  supported 
by  the  co-operation  of  directors  and  patrons. 
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Along  the  line  of  improvements,  the  directors  of  Tuscarora  town- 
ship made  necessary  changes  in  the  new  brick  school  house  at  East 
Waterford,  in  order  to  lessen  danger  to  pupils  in  case  of  fire.  The 
work  of  improvement  was  going  on  in  many  districts,  by  way  of  roof- 
ing, painting  and  papering,  and  thus  making  the  school  property  more 
attractive  to  teacher  and  pupils.  Several  outbuildings  received  much 
needed  atention. 

In  our  visits,  we  were  much  gratified  to  have  directors  accompany 
us ;  and,  in  most  cases,  they  made  very  appropriate  remarks,  which 
helped  to  break  the  monotony  of  the  school  room,  and  did  much  to 
encourage  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

Since  we  have  spoken  of  the  better  part,  we  might  say  there  are 
some  things,  not  so  pleasing  to  recall. 

Some  serious  mistakes  were  made  by  placing  young  teachers  where 
they  were  not  equal  to  the  occasion.  It  is  very  important  that  young 
teachers  "make  good,"  the  first  term;  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
do  so,  when  they  attempt  work  too  heavy  for  them.  Some  places  we 
find  the  out-buildings  very  much  neglected  and  defaced,  which  does 
rot  elevate  the  moral  tone  of  that  school. 

A  number  of  our  school  rooms  might  be  very  much  improved  by 
having  better  black-board  surface.  Plenty  0/  good  black  board  sur- 
face is  a  great  help  to  a  teacher,  especially  where  the  school  is  large. 
Our  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  Novem- 
ber 23,  1909.  It  was  considered  a  marked  success.  The  weather  was 
pleasant,  so  that  our  audiences  were  encouraging.  All  the  teachers 
were  present,  but  one,  and  that  was  caused  by  the  death  of  her 
mother. 

We  had  a  corps  of  good  instructors,  all  practical  and  interesting, 
giving  the  teachers  something  that  they  could  adapt  to  their  various 
needs.  The  instructors  were:  Hon  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Lansing, 
Michigan;  Chas.  C.  Ellis,  Ph.  U.,  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.; 
Prof.  F.  B.  Willis,  Ada,  Ohio,  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

We  had  two  evening  lectures  and  two  entertainments.  All  were 
very  well  received,  and  much  enjoyed  by  our  people;  each  number  giv- 
ing real  satisfaction. 

Monday  evening,  "Webster-Hayne  Debate,"  Prof.  F.  B.  Willis; 
Tuesday  evening,  "University  of  Adversity,"  W.  Quay  Roselle,  Ph.  D. ; 
Wednesday  evening,  The  Honolulu  Students;  Thursday  evening,  Bar 
nards'  Orchestra  and  Concert  Company. 

Our  School  Directors'  Association  convened  on  Monday  of  Institute 
week,  and  had  two  very  interesting  sessious.  A  majority  of  their 
number  attended,  and  took  an  interest  in  the  discussion  of  subjects 
pertaining  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.  The  directors  were  ad 
dressed  by  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  and  Dr.  Pattengill.     Both  addresses 
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were  listened  to  with  much  interest  by  theiv  auditors.  It  would  be 
well  if  all  directors  could  find  it  convenient  to  attend  these  meetings. 
Following  our  annual  institute,  we  held  local  institutes  in  various 
parts  of  our  county.  Tbese  meetings  were  productive  of  instruction, 
inspiration  and  enjoyment.  Together  with  the  usual  examinations 
for  teachers,  examinations  were  held  in  different  localities  for  pupils 
completing  the  common  school  work;  but  many  applicants  were  re- 
jected, on  account  of  not  being  ready  for  High  School  work.  It  is 
not  a  kindness  to  the  child,  nor  is  it  just  to  the  taxpayer,  to  place 
children  in  the  High  School  before  they  are  well  informed  in  the  com- 
mon branches. 

Tuscarora  Academy,  at  Academia,  once  a  school  of  considerable 
note,  is  still  in  operation,  usually  having  from  thirty  to  fifty  pupils 
in  attendance.  The  principal  in  charge  at  present,  is  Prof.  Paul  Y. 
Eckert.  This  institution  admits  all  grades  and  prepares  for  college 
any  who  wish  to  take  such  a  course. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  of  our  county  for  their 
fidelity  in  the  education  of  the  boys  and  girls,  the  directors,  for  their 
cordial  support,  the  patrons,  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  kind 
hospitality,  and  the  Department  of  Education,  for  all  courtesies 
si  i  own,  and  all  assistance  rendered  us  during  the  past  year. 

It  shall  be  our  aim,  in  the  future,  to  do  more  for  the  promotion 
of  the  educational  interests  in  our  county,  than  we  have  accomplished 
the  past  year. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


On  the  whole  we  had  a  prosperous  year  in  the  schools.  Health 
was  usually  good  and  there  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  contagious 
diseases.  In  a  few  districts  schools  were  closed  for  short  periods 
on  account  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  but  there  were  few  fatai 
«  ases.  In  five  districts,  viz:  Dalton,  Glenburn,  Jermyn,  North  Alding- 
ton and  Yandling,  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  was  above 
91  per  cent,  and  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  whole 
county  was  83  per  cent. 

Discipline  in  the  schools  is  much  improved,  and  cases  of  corporal 
punishment  were  few.  A  large  majority  of  our  teachers  have  learned 
to  govern  their  schools  without  the  use  of  physical  punishments. 

The  number  of  trained  teachers  is  increasing  steadily.  My  statis- 
tical report  shows  that  we  had  teaching  in  The  schools  last  year  but 
three  college  graduates,  145  normal  school  graduates  and  53  teachers 
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holding  professional  or  permanent  certificates,  making  201  teachers 
Y\ith  high  grade  certificates  as  against  37  teachers  with  provisional 
certificates,  and  all  of  the  last  class  have  had  at  least  two  years  of 
high  school  training. 

The  chief  lack  of  our  teachers  is  not  so  much  of  scholarship  or 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught,  but  rather  it  is  a  lack  of  profess- 
ional knowledge,  of  how  the  mind  grows  and  how  to  present  the  sev- 
eral branches  to  facilitate  mental  growth.  Attention  is  directed 
more  toward  the  mastery  of  subjects  and  text  books  than  toward  the 
development  of  mental  power. 

High  Schools. 

There  are  now  fourteen  districts  in  the  county  doing  high  school 
^vork.  Blakely,  Dalton,  Jermyn,  Mayfield,  Moscow  and  South  Abing- 
ton  have  adopted  courses  covering  three  years  of  high  school  work; 
while  Carbondale  township,  Dickson,  Elmhurst,  Fell,  Moosic,  Throop, 
Vandling  and  Waverly  have  two-year  courses.  The  total  number  of 
students  graduated  from  these  high  schools  last  year  was  ninety-nine. 
These  high  school  courses  vary  greatly  in  their  scope  and  content,  and 
it  seems  that  it  would  be  better  for  all  to  unite  upon  a  standard 
course. 

All  of  these  high  schools  have  a  common  weakness :  their  graduates 
are  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  common  branches,  and  in  ability  to 
use  the  knowledge  acquired  in  a  practical  way.  More  attention 
should  be  given  to  reviewing  common  branches  during  the  last  year 
of  the  high  school  course.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  pupils 
entering  high  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  have  the  necssary  ma 
turity  of  mind  to  have  mastered  common  branches;  and  unless 
thorough  reviews  are  given  in  the  high  school,  we  must  expect  defi- 
ciency. 

The  County  Institute. 

Our  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Scranton  during  the 
week  beginning  Monday,  October  5,  1908.  We  enrolled  3G0  teachers 
and  our  average  attendance  was  356.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich. : 
Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer,  of  New  York  City,  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  of 
this  city.  The  special  feature  of  this  institute  was  the  work  in  pen 
manship.  Dr.  Ferris  gave  four  lectures  on  This  art  with  blackboard 
illustrations.  Prof.  Palmer  held  eight  conferences  with  teachers,  in- 
structing and  drilling  them  in  free  movement  writing. 

A  room  seating  100  teachers  was  furnished  with  chairs,  tables  and 
writing  materials,  and  here  the  teachers,  divided  into  groups  of  90 
each,  did  practical  work  under  Mr.  Palmers  direction.  Each  divis- 
ion had  two  conferences  with  Mr.  Palmer  in  which  the  details  of  cor- 
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rect  position,  free  movement,  and  letter  formation  were  discussed  and 
practiced.  Judged  from  its  results  in  the  schools,  this  instruction 
was  the  most  effective  ever  given  in  a  Lackawanna  county  institute. 

The  Palmer  Method  of  Penmanship  was  adopted  in  twenty-four  of 
cur  districts,  and  teachers  and  pupils  have  made  commendable  pro- 
gress. In  another  3Tear  we  expect  that  good  writing  will  be  the  rule 
in  our  schools.  Work  done  in  New  York  City  schools  by  the  Palmer 
Method  shows  that  very  remarkable  results  may  be  secured  in  two 
years.  The  Palmer  writing  is  similar  to  that  taught  in  business  col- 
leges, but  the  method  is  particularly  adapted  to  conditions  in  the 
public  schools.  In  addition  Mr.  Palmer  directs  the  work  of  the 
teachers  by  correspondence  in  all  districts  where  his  method  is 
adopted. 

Why  can  not  the  State  Normal  Schools  instruct  their  students  iu 
free  movement  writing?  Nothing  thai  they  now  teach  is  of  greater- 
pi  actical  use  in  the  schools.  Business  colleges  secure  better  results  in 
a  four-months  course  in  penmanship  thau  we  do  in  the  public  schools 
in  the  whole  ten  years,  simply  because  they  know  how  to  teach  pen- 
manship. We  could  get  tho  same  results  in  the  public  schools,  if 
our  teachers  would  use  the  same  methods.  Put  so  long  as  our  nor- 
mal schools  ignore  this  ail,  we  shall  not  have  good  teachers  of  pen- 
manship. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Association  of  School  Direc- 
tors was  held  in  Scranton,  December  '2'1,  1908.  Out  of  a  total  of  26o 
directors.  184  attended  the  meeting.  All  of  the  townships  and  bor- 
oughs in  the  county  except  (iouldsboro  were  represented.  Nine  dis- 
tricts were  represented  by  the  whole  Board:  Archbald,  Benton,  Cov 
mgton,  Dalton,  Jett'ersou,  .Madison,  Olyphant,  Ransom,  and  Spring 
.brook.  Eighteen  other  districts  were  represented  by  a  majority  of 
their  directors.  The  lecturers  at  this  meeting  were  Deputy  Superiii 
tendent  P.  B.  Teitrick  and  Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin,  of 
Wilkes-Barre.  The  subjects  of  addresses  were:  "The  Director's  Op 
portunity,"  "School  Administration,  -Making  Thorough  Schools," 
and  "Proposed  New  School  haws."  This  was  said  to  lie  our  best 
meeting  since  organization  both  in  attendance  and  in  interest. 

Buildings  and  Improvements. 

Madison  township  repainted  all  its  buildings  last  vacation.  Elm- 
hurst  repaired  its  heating  plant  and  was  able  to  keep  schools  open  in 
cold  weather.  Mayfield  erected  a  new  four- room  high  school  building- 
costing  about  |10,000.  Fell  built  a  line  eight-room  high  school  build- 
ing that  cost  about  $26,000.  Benton  repaired  several  buildings  and 
built   new   outhouses.     Yandling  repaired    and   repainted    the   high 


No.  5.  LANCASTER  COUNTY.  73 

school  building,  putting  it  in  tine  condition.  Throop  has  completed 
a  model  high  school  building  of  eight  rooms  and  has  added  two  new 
rooms  to  another  building.  West  Abington  has  erected  a  two-room 
building  costing  about  $1,500.  Dickson  has  nearly  finished  a  modern 
high  school  building  of  ten  rooms  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000. 

Overcrowded  Primary  Schools. 

We  still  have  the  old  evil  of  evercrowding  primary  schools.  This 
error  is  based  on  the  fallacy  that  the  smaller  the  children  the  greater 
number  a  teacher  can  instruct.  On  account  of  this  false  view  we  have 
in  some  district  primary  schools  where  from  60  to  100  pupils  are 
placed  under  the  instruction  of  one  teacher.  Of  course,  poor  work  is 
done;  how  can  it  be  otherwise?  Some  of  iliese  children  spend  two 
years  doing  one  year's  work.  Some  children,  lacking  that  close  and 
careful  attention  that  should  be  given  to  all  beginners,  fall  behind 
the  class,  become  discouraged,  and  acquire  habits  of  idleness  that 
cling  to  them  during  life.  It  is  not  unusual  to  lind  children  in  the 
third  grade  that  are  ten,  or  eleven,  or  twelve  years  old.  Some  would 
say  that  this  is  the  result  of  poor  teaching ;  but  before  we  censure  the 
teachers,  ought  we  not  to  see  that  each  teacher  has  only  so  many  pu 
pils  as  she  can  instruct  properly?  This  overcrowding  in  primary 
grades  causes  many  pupils  to  fail  of  promotion  each  year,  and  the 
grades  are  clogged  with  a  body  of  left-overs  who  must  be  taught 
separately  from  the  beginners,  and  thus  the  teacher  has  a  double  bur- 
den, and  can  not  give  the  attention  to  the  new  pupils  that  they  de 
serve.  So  long  as  such  large  numbers  are  allowed  in  primary  grades, 
instruction  must  be  insufficient  and  many  of  the  children  must  sus- 
tain injury  that  can  never  be  repaired.  That  tax-payers  who  are  the 
parents  of  young  children  allow  them  to  be  so  defrauded  in  their  early 
years  without  protest  is  one  of  the  puzzles  that  1  can  not  under 
stand. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  ,1.  Brecht. 


The  general  tone  of  our  school  work  during  the  year  was  encourag- 
ing to  those  who  believe  that  the  education  of  the  common  mind  will 
be  the  most  potential  force  in  solving  the  problems  of  the  future.  The 
altitude  of  the  community  at  large  was  never  more  sympathetic  and 
responsive  towards  the  schools  and  the  conditions  underlying  and 
supporting  them.  Schoolrooms  and  school  premises  were  given  the 
most  careful  overhauling  with  a  view  of  making  them  healthful  and 
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attractive  and  in  all  respects  what  they  should  be  to  give  the  young 
people  the  fullest  encouragement  in  their  work.  Whether  this  larger 
interest  in  the  child's  environment  had  its  origin  in  the  vigilance  of 
the  health  inspector  as  he  proceeded  on  his  rounds  among  our  school 
people,  or  in  the  constant  agitation  and  discussion  of  the  health  prob- 
lems of  the  community  in  the  public  prints,  cr  in  the  combined  effect 
of  these  and  other  influences  that  have  been  educative  along  this  line 
would  be  a  problem  itself  to  determine  nor  would  it  change  the  status 
of  things  if  one  were  to  know.  Whatever  the  source  of  influence  the 
fact  is  written  large  that  our  people  are  becoming  more  actively  con- 
cerned to  place  the  child  in  surroundings  tha;:  will  tend  to  minister  to 
his  health  and  happiness  while  at  school. 

The  teachers  also  contributed  largely  in  a  direct  way  towards  tbe 
betterment  of  school  room  conditions.  Growing  plants,  instructive 
pictures  and  various  color  and  motto  schemes  were  in  evidence  in 
scores  of  rooms.  These  decorations  and  the  disposilion  of  furniture 
and  the  various  book  and  display  tables  clearly  revealed  the  special 
pains  taken  to  make  the  atmosphere  of  the  place  sweet  and  inviting. 
The  dominant  thought  seemed  to  be  to  make  the  room  so  complete  in 
all  its  details  that  it  made  the  pupil  feel  that  he  was  living  during 
school  hours  in  a  delightful  home.  The  superior  taste  and  household 
economy  displayed  by  many  teachers  lias  made  the  ordinary  country 
school  room  a  refined  and  attractive  center  for  the  growing  child. 
Under  its  stimulating  and  suggestive  atmosphere  the  parent  can  feel 
that  the  best  influences  of  life  and  culture  are  playing  in  upon  the 
child  and  giving  him  the  uplift  and  outlook  that  always  flow  from 
conditions  s<>  edil  \  ing  to  mind  and  heart.  The  whole-  effect  suggested 
the  thought  that  the  teacher  was  striving  to  make  the  place  set  forth 
in  the  tangible  and  concrete  so  far  as  his  personal  labor  and  the 
limited  means  at  command  would  allow  the  character  and  spirit  of 
the  daily  instruction.  No  one  could  visit  these  schools  and  not  feel 
consciously  or  unconsciously  the  harmonizing  influence  between  the 
lessons  taught  and  the  daily  environment  of  the  pupils. 

The  yearly  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  in  mid-January 
was  a  large  and  representative  gathering  of  our  school  people.  As 
heretofore  the  meeting  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  Millersville  State 
Normal  School  and  besides  the  regular  membership  and  a  large  del 
egation  of  visitors  was  honored  by  the  attendance  of  a  large  number 
of  women  and  mothers  from  the  county  who  followed  with  great  in- 
terest and  evident  enjoyment  the  proceedings  of  the  day.  The  pro- 
gram as  presented  offered  a  variety  of  features  touching  upon  the 
present  ne<eds  of  the  schools  and  was  keenly  enjoyed  from  start  to 
finish  by  the  large  audience.  Even  students  from  the  school  made  it 
an  object  to  slip  quietly  into  the  chapel  during  vacant  recitation  per- 
iods and  followed  with  rapt  attention  the  words  and  comments  of 
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the  different  speakers.  The  meeting  will  go  down  in  the  history  of 
the  association  as  one  that  was  deeply  concerned  with  the  upbuilding 
and  advancement  of  our  public  school  system  and  that  offered  some 
safe  and  sane  counsel  looking  toward  that  end.  The  ten  local  insti- 
tute districts  held  their  annual  meetings  under  favoring  circum- 
stances, and  the  county  institute  was  in  all  respects  an  enthusiastic 
session  brimful  of  the  spirit  that  makes  the  ieacher  exalt  and  magnify 
liis  work. 


LAWBENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


I  have  no  startling  events  to  announce  in  my  third  annual  report 
A  constant  effort  has  been  made  during  the  past  two  years  to  raise 
the  standard  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers.  I  am  pleased 
to  note  that  these  efforts  are  meeting  with  some  success.  More  teach- 
ers are  attending  school  this  spring  and  summer  than  at  any  time 
since  I  asumed  my  position. 

The  best  evidences  of  advancement  are  the  results  secured  by  the 
teachers  in  their  work  in  the  school  room.  Every  school  in  the 
county  was  visited  once,  and  seventy-five  the  second  time.  My  aim 
in  all  these  visits  was  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  in 
the  schools.  I  was  accompanied  on  many  visits  by  the  directors  of 
the  various  districts,  and  found  them  earnest  and  willing  to  devote 
their  time  and  service  to  the  improvement  of  the  schools.  I  had  the 
very  best  co-operation  from  the  teachers,  and  by  careful  examination 
of  results  found  many  encouraging  evidences  of  successful  teaching. 

There  were  seventy  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  fifty- 
four  holding  professional  certificates,  seventeen  holding  permanent 
certificates,  thirty-five  state  normal  graduates  and  twenty  who  were 
college  graduates,  during  the  past  year.  There  were  thirty-five 
teachers  who  had  no  previous  experience  and  sixty-seven  who  had 
taught  five,  or  more,  years. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  Wampum  and  South  New  Castle  increased 
their  term  from  eight  to  nine  months  during  the  past  year,  New 
Wilmington  from  eight  to  eight  and  one-half,  and  Hazel  Dell  from 
seven  to  eight,  making  a  total  of  six  of  the  twenty-six  districts  that 
exceed  the  minimum  term. 

The  fifty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  Lawrence  County  Teachers' 
Institute  convened  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  New  Castle, 
Fa.,  during  the  week  of  October  12,  1908.  A  pleasing  feature  of  our 
institute  is  the  fact  that  the  county  teachers  and  the  teachers  of  the 
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city  of  New  Castle  meet  together.  The  perfect  harmony  of  these 
meetings  is  worthy  of  comment.  This  was  the  lirst  institute  in  the 
county  of  which  I  can  find  record  where  every  teacher  in  both  city 
and  county  was  enrolled. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon.  Winona  Lake,  Indiana, 
Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Richmond,  Kentucky,  Dr.  J.  Adams  Puffer, 
Xeedham,  Massachusetts,  Prof.  W.  H.  Young,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  con 
ductor  of  music,  Miss  Sue  Harvard,  Steubenville,  Ohio,  solist,  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  McLean,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  accompanist.  The  evening 
entertainers  were  Montaville  Flowers.  Dr.  Edwin  Erie  Sparks,  and 
the  Whitney  Brothers  Quartet.  1  feel  the  past  institute  was  up  to  the 
high  standard  the  county  has  always  maintained. 

The  fifth  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  in  the 
Court  House,  New  Castle.  Pa.,  December  11,  1008.  The  instructors 
were  Attorney  Howard  I.  Painter,  Butler,  Pa.,  Superintendent  S.  H. 
Hadley,  Sharon,  Pa.,  Superinieiident  Andrew  Lester,  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  and  Prof.  G.  A.  Dickson,  New  Castle,  Pa.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred seven  directors  in  attendance,  the  greatest  number  ever  attending 
a  director's  convention  in  this  county. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  did  work  which  reflects  much  credit 
upon  their  managers  and  pupils.  The  idea,  with  me,  is  not  more 
high  schools  but  increase  the  efficiency  of  those  we  have. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  all  over  the  county  and  great 
numbers  of  patrons  attended.  The  interest  in  these  meetings  is 
increasing  and  the  results  are  highly  profitable. 

While  there  is  always  room  for  improvement,  and  I  am  certain 
I  voire  the  sentiments  of  all  the  school  people  in  the  county  when 
I  say  our  watchward  is  improvement,  yet  i  feel  the  past  year  has 
been  one  of  earnest  and  conscientious  efforl  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  that  the  results  have  been  highly  commendable. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Department,  the 
editors  and  staff  of  our  various  county  papers,  our  ministers,  direc- 
tors, teachers,  and  all  who  have  contributed  to  make  the  past  year 
pleasant  and  profitable. 


LEBANON  COUNTY — John  W.  Snoke. 


After  carefully  reviewing  the  school  work  of  the  past  year,  one 
can  conscientiously  report  commendable  progress.  When  the  work 
of  one  year  is  compared  with  that  of  another  it  is  difficult  to  recog- 
nize great  advancement,  yet  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  mani- 
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fested  in  better  teaching  and  in  a  more  earnest  effort  to   improve 
our  schools  on  the  part  of  our  directors. 

The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  and  directors  are  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  work  they  are  doing  in  the  betterment  of  our  schools. 
All  our  teachers  truly  appreciate  what  the  State  did  for  them  in 
generally  increasing  their  salaries,  and  there  is  strong  evidence 
that  the  increase  of  salaries  has  very  materially  increased  the 
efficiency  of  our  schools.  A  larger  number  of  young  men  and  young 
women  are  attending  state  normal  schools,  summer  schools  and  local 
normal  schools  than  heretofore.  This  should  mean  a  higher  standard 
of  work  for  another  year. 

I  examined  one  hundred  forty-seven  (147)  applicants  for  the  pro 
visional  certificate,  to  one  hundred  nine  (109)  of  whom  1  granted 
certificates.  I  have  always  contended  that  the  requirements  for  this 
grade  of  certificate  should  be  a  thorough  completion  of  the  common 
school  branches  including  the  subject  of  theory  of  teaching.  This 
standard  of  requirement  together  with  the  fact  that  a  candidate  for 
a  license  to  teach  must  sustain  an  irreproachable  character  have 
always  guided  me  in  granting  a  certificate.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
our  high  school  graduates  are  usually  admitted  into  these  schools  at 
ihe  ages  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  and  then  pursue  only  the  higher 
branches  during  their  high  school  course,  they  almost  invariably 
fail  to  pass  the  examination  for  a  provisional  certificate.  Of  course  our 
high  schools  should  not  be  regarded  as  training  schools  for  teachers. 
While  they  are  doing  excellent  work  and  all  they  do  should  be  encour- 
aged, it  should  be  thoroughly  understood  by  the  patrons  of  such 
schools  that  teaching  is  a  profession  and  that  special  preparation 
for  the  work  of  the  teacher  is  absolutely  essential. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  19th 
to  October  23rd.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled  and  in 
actual  attendance.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  E.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Drs.  J.  C.  Willis,  S.  Y. 
Gillan  and  A.  C.  Ro thermal.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  of  the  Lock  Haven 
State  Normal  School  conducted  the  music.  The  weather  was  ideal, 
the  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  public  very  good,  and  the  instruc- 
tion and  the  music  of  the  very  highest  order.  Our  teachers  fully 
sustained  the  reputation  they  gained  in  former  years  for  genuine 
enthusiasm  and  great  earnestness  in  the  work  of  the  institute.  In 
every  respect  the  institute,  the  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year, 
was  a  grand  success. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Lebanon,  March  6th.  Of  the 
one  hundred  twenty  (120)  directors  in  service  in  the  county,  seventy- 
nine  (79)  were  present.  The  attendance  should  have  been  better. 
And  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  in  the  future,  not  a  single  director 
will  absent  himself  from  this  great  annual  gathering.    The  instructors 
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were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green  and  Superintendent 
L.  L.  McGinnes.  These  men  gave  the  very  best  of  instructions  which 
were  highly  appreciated  by  the  directors  and  which  we  hope  will  bring 
forth  an  abundant  harvest.  C.  K.  Witraer,  Esq.,  a  director  of  North 
Londonderry  district  and  Fred  R.  Fertig,  a  director  of  West  Lebanon 
district,  each  delivered  an  excellent  address.  Our  teachers  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  good  work  they  did  in  connection  with  local 
institutes,  teachers'  meetings,  and  reading  courses.  The  teachers 
of  nearly  all  our  districts  are  earnestly  engaged  in  this  kind  of  work. 
I  desire  to  conclude  this  report  by  again  extending  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  State  Department  for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press 
of  the  county  for  a  wholesome  educational  influence,  and  to  the 
directors  and  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


The  schools  of  this  county  made  commendable  progress  during 
the  year.  There  was  no  friction  in  any  shape  or  form  that  could  have 
had  a  tendency  to  retard  their  progress.  Advancement  in  school 
work  cannot  be  measured  by  the  foot  rule  or  the  yard  stick,  but  must 
be  gauged  by  other  measures,  such  as  new  and  improved  buildings 
more  advanced  courses  of  study,  closer  supervision,  regular  attend 
ance,  better  qualified  teachers,  etc.  A  retrospective  view  of  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  year  reveals  all  these  as  well  as  many 
other  evidences  of  advancement. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  were  finished  and  used  for  school  pur- 
poses for  the  first  time  this  year.  Altogether  twenty-six  new  rooms 
were  thrown  open  to  the  children  of  this  county.  Eighteen  of  these 
belong  to  Whitehall  township  and  were  reported  last  year.  The  new 
building  at  Rittersville,  in  Hanover  township,  was  finished  and  the 
schools  moved  into  it  about  the  beginning  of  February.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  modern  and  best  equipped  buildings  in  the  county. 
South  Whitehall  township  erected  a  two-room  building  near  the 
village  of  Cedarville.  The  rooms  in  this  building  are  large  and  well 
lighted,  furnished  with  modern  single  desks,  and  in  every  way  show 
the  progressive  spirit  of  directors  who  had  the  building  in  charge. 
There  are  only  two  buildings  in  the  county  now  that  are  unfit  for 
school  purposes,  and  I  hope  the  directors  in  those  districts  will  geq 
fit  to  replace  them  with  new  and  modern  buildings. 
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We  lost  seven  schools  in  Salisbury  and  one  in  South  Whitehall 
through  the  annexation  of  territory  to  1he  city  of  Allentown.  While 
we  thus  lost  eight  schools  in  all  during  the  year,  yet  through  the 
opening  of  just  that  many  schools  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  we  still 
retained  the  same  number  as  the  previous  year,  a  total  of  326. 

Township  graduation  continues  in  favor  and  was  introduced  for 
the  first  time  this  year  in  Upper  and  Lower  Macungie.  The  gradua- 
tion exercises  held  in  connection  with  the  system  create  a  healthy 
educational  sentiment  in  the  different  districts.  While  the  criticism 
is  sometimes  made  that  the  examinations  are  too  difficult  and  the 
standard  for  passing  too  high,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  this  is  better 
than  if  they  were  too  easy.  Both  teachers  and  pupils  do  better  work 
if  they  know  that  the  examination  requires  proficiency  at  least  in  the 
common  branches.  The  total  number  who  passed  the  examination 
successfully  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  102.  a  material  increase  ovtv 
any  previous  year. 

The  number  of  graduates  from  the  township  and  borough  high 
schools  was  also  materially  larger  than  in  former  years,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  an  additional  year  was  added  to  the  course  of 
each  of  the  following  high  schools:  Coopersburg,  Emaus,  Slatington 
and  Whitehall. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  schools  in  Whitehall  township,  the 
directors  for  the  first  time  elected  a  township  supervisor  at  a  salary 
of  |1,000  a  year.  Mr.  F.  C.  Lindaman,  one  of  the  local  teachers, 
was  elected  and  has  filled  the  position  very  creditably.  There  are 
several  other  districts  that  should  take  this  step,  especially  those 
that  maintain  a  great  many  graded  schools.  There  should  also  be 
closer  supervision  in  several  of  the  boroughs  in  order  to  unify  and 
systematize  the  work. 

Upper  and  Lower  Macungie  each  supplied  their  schools  with  a 
set  of  outline  maps,  and  a  number  of  other  districts  bought  a  new 
county  map  for  their  schools.  New  laboratory  apparatus  was  placed 
into  the  Hokendauqua  and  Slatington  high  schools.  Other  apparatus 
was  furnished  for  the  various  schools,  and  on  the  whole,  there  is  now 
no  lack  of  apparatus  for  teaching  the  various  subjects. 

There  was  a  decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  teachers  holding 
provisional  certificates.  The  total  number  holding  this  kind  of 
certificate  was  ninety.  This  decrease  may  be  attributed  to  various 
causes,  but  the  chief  cause  is  the  material  increase  in  the  salaries 
during  the  last  few  years.  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  number  of  these  certificates  will  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  Principals'  Association,  which  I  reported  last  year,  continues 
to  hold  its  monthly  meetings  regularly  and  brings  about  most  valuable 
results. 
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The  County  Institute  was  well  attended  and  the  pre-eminent  results 
attained  eaunot  help  but  to  reach  out  into  the  various  schools  and 
prove  to  be  of  a  vast  amount  of  benefit.  The  instructors  were  Drs. 
Ellis.  Gordinier,  Corson,  Haas  aud  Teitrick. 


LUZEBNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


In  a  large  county  like  Luzerne  it  is  impossible  to  take  a  very 
accurate  measurement  of  the  educational  growth  from  year  to  year, 
but  in  a  general  sense  our  results  are  satisfactory.  Barring  a  few 
political  disturbances  among  factional  school  hoards,  the  work  has 
gone  along  with  little  friction  and  parents  who  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  their  children  hnd  no  fault  with  the  schools. 
Faultfinding  usually  emanates  from  those  who  do  not  have  a  strong 
influence  over  their  children  at  home  and  in  their  efforts  to  shift 
responsibility  the  parents  compel  the  teachers  to  bear  a  share  of  the 
burden. 

During  the  year  there  were  eighteen  teachers'  examinations  held 
in  various  parts  of  the  county,  and  a  total  of  490  applicants  presented 
themselves.  Of  these  308  were  granted  provisional  certificates,  nine- 
teen professional  certificates  ami  163  were  rejected.  The  large 
number  of  candidates  for  certificates  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  high  schools.  Many  of  the  graduates  take  the 
examination — some  with  a  view  to  teaching  and  others  for  the 
purpose  of  further  testing  their  scholarship. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  0.  A.  auditorium 
for  five  days  beginning  Monday,  October  i'<;.  There  were  enrolled 
932  teachers,  the  Largest  number  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Super- 
ior instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Francis  G.  Blair,  Prof.  John  G. 
Scorer.  Prof.  F.  11.  Green,  ami  Prof.  Jerry  March.  The  subjects 
treated  were  reading,  literature,  psychology.,  school  management  and 
general  methods.    Vocal  music  also  received  careful  attention. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  a  meeting 
in  Wilkes  Dane  on  Thursday,  January  21.  The  speakers  were  Geo. 
W.  <!erwig.  of  Allegheny.  P.  B.  Teitrick.  of  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Josephine 
S.  Baker,  of  New  York,  and  John  (j.  Myers,  of  Nescopeck.  There  was 
singing  by  the  girls'  Gl<  y  of  Ashley,  the  Plymouth  township 

high  school,  and  Prof.  E.  P.  Griffith  of  Edwardsville.  The  program 
was  one  of  the  best  ever  rendered  by  the  association. 

During  the  year  1  made  815  school  visitations,  the  largest  number 
ever  visited  by  any  superintendent  in  this  county,  myself  included. 
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When  I  first  became  superintendent  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me  to  make  that  many  visits,  but  with  my  present  knowledge  of  the 
roads  and  the  location  of  the  school  houses — due  to  experience — I  find 
it  practicable  to  reach  all  my  schools  at  least  once  a  year. 

For  the  Department  at  Harrisburg,  the  directors,  patrons  and 
teachers,  and  for  the  public  press  I  have  the  kindliest  feeling  for 
their  hearty   co-operation. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


The  work  of  teachers  and  pupils  throughout  the  year  was  generally 
earnest  and  thorough  while  an  active  interest  was  manifested  in 
school  affairs  by  directors  and  patrons.  A  higher  standard  of  scholar- 
ship was  required  of  those  qualifying  to  teach  and  greater  attention 
was  given  to  professional  improvement.  The  number  of  inexperienced 
teachers  was  smaller  than  usual  with  a  corresponding  increase  i» 
the  number  holding  certificates  of  a  higher  grade. 

As  good  schools  can  be  made  only  by  strong  teachers,  considerable 
attention  is  given  each  year  to  preliminary  training  at  the  County 
Normal  School.  Here  prospective  teachers  receive,  in  addition  to  a 
thorough  training  in  the  academic  branches,  a  systematic  course  in 
the  theory  of  teaching,  including  methods  and  school  management 
under  instructors  of  wide  experience.  The  opportunity  is  thus  given 
the  county  superintendent  of  coming  in  touch  with  practically 
every  inexperienced  teacher  and  of  outlining  such  work  as  is  deemed 
most  helpful.  By  this  training  which  all  receive  the  equipment  of 
beginners  is  strengthened  and  the  number  of  failures  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  By  providing  advanced  courses  for  the  experienced  teach- 
ers, the  school  has  become  a  most  potent  factor  in  unifying  and 
advancing  the  work  of  education  throughout  the  county. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Montoursville,  December 
14-18.  The  instructors  were  Hon.B.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Prof.  Earl  Barnes,  Phila- 
delphia, Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris, 
Kochester,  N.  Y.,  Franklin  S.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  Philadelphia  and  Prof. 
O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  State  High  School 
Inspector,  was  present  and  conducted  a  session  for  the  discussion  of 
important  high  school  topics.  Primary  methods  and  child  study 
were  also  discussed  in  sections  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  Barnes 
and  Miss  Harris.  On  Thursday  one  hundred  twenty-five  directors 
were  in  attendance.  At  this  meeting  of  directors  the  question: 
6—5—1909 
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How  to  Raise  the  Standard  of  Rural  Education  was  discussed  by 
H.  P.  Keyte,  W.  T.  Pepperman,  Superintendent  R.  E.  Teitrick,  Sup- 
erintendent W.  W.  Evans,  Dr.  Ellis,  Prof.  Barnes,  and  Superintendent 
Chas.  Lose.  Superintendent  Teitrick  also  made  two  helpful  and  inspir- 
ing addresses  before  the  directors  and  teachers  in  joint  session. 
As  this  was  the  first  county  institute  held  in  Montoursville  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  board  of  education,  teachers  and  citizens  gave 
valuable  assistance  in  perfecting  tbe  local  arrangements  which  aided 
materially  toward  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

The  thirty-second  annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Muncy,  February  27,  was  largely  attended  b}r  teachers 
and  friends  of  education.  During  the  day  sessions  the  program 
was  devoted  chiefly  to  the  discussion  of  educational  questions.  Ad- 
dresses on  Drill  as  a  Factor  in  Education,  by  Superintendent  Chas. 
Lose  of  Williamsport,  and  Wkittier's  "In  School  Days,"  by  Dr.  A.  B. 
Van  Ormer,  of  Ursinus  College,  were  interesting  features  of  the 
afternoon  program.  Dr.  Van  Ormer's  evening  lecture  on  "The  Peda- 
gogy of  Dickens"  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience.  The 
presence  of  Prof.  Yetter  of  Bloomsburg,  as  director  of  music  added 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

From  fifty  to  eighty  teachers  were  usually  in  attendance  at  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Exchange.  Bagley's  Class  Manage- 
ment, Fitch's  Lectures  on  Education,  and  Seeley's  School  Management 
were  among  the  books  on  education  reviewed  and  discussed  at  these 
meetings.  Upon  the  invitation  of  Mr.  O.  R.  Howard  Thompson, 
librarian,  the  November  meeting  was  held  in  the  Brown  Memorial 
Library,  when  interesting  addresses  were  ^ren  by  Mr.  Thompson  on 
The  Use  cf  the  Library,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  McGinn  on  Local  History. 
Dr.  H.  H.  Waller  and  Prof.  O.  II.  Bakeless  of  Bloomsburg,  also  gave 
helpful  instruction  at  later  meetings  of  the  Exchange. 

The  sixth  annual  convention  of  the  County  Directors'  As-  >ciation 
was  held  in  Williamsport,  May  29.  Reports  of  the  State  Directors' 
Convention  were  given  by  the  delegates:  Luther  Yarrison,  W.  T. 
Pepperman,  L.  A.  Pidcoe,  H.  E.  Yorks  and  J.  W.  Levegood.  Two 
inspiring  addresses  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Phillips  of  West  Chester  were 
highly  appreciated  by  all  present. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  school  term  a  specially  prepared  blank 
was  sent  to  each  teacher  for  the  purpose  of  tabulating  the  following 
information:  classification,  standing  and  promotion  of  pupils,  ground 
covered  during  the  year,  number  of  text-books,  amount  of  supplies 
and  repairs  and  improvements  needed.  It  is  believed  that  such  a 
record  will  be  of  great  assistance  in  the  successful  organization  of 
the  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 

In  order  10  accommodate  the  increased  attendance  in  the  Ralston 
schools,  the  high  school  room  was  enlarged  and  an  extra  room  added 
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and  equipped  for  the  opening  of  the  year.  A  commodious  two-room 
brick  building  was  erected  in  Trout  Bun  to  which  the  schools  were 
transferred  in  January.  The  DuBois  town  high  school,  organized  two 
years  ago,  graduated  its  first  class  of  nine  members  with  appropriate 
exercises  at  the  close  of  the  term.  By  extending  the  course  at  Oval  to 
three  years  and  adding  an  assistant  teacher,  Limestone  township 
fulfilled  the  requirements  of  a  second  class  high  school.  The  valuable 
work  being  done,  by  the  township  high  schools  is  shown  by  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  graduates  each  year  as  well  as  by  the 
excellent  showing  made  by  these  pupils  in  higher  institutions. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  the  valued  aid  of  the  public  press  and 
the  generous  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— Burdette   S.   Bayle. 


If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  that  characterizes  the 
schools  of  McKean  county  it  is  system.  Fully  realizing  that  "the 
letter  killeth  but  the  spirit  make  Ik  alive,"  we  have  nevertheless  found 
it  necessary  to  establish  a  uniform  course  of  study,  inaugurate  a 
system  of  monthly  reports,  devise  a  scheme  for  systematic  criticism, 
require  a  personal  letter  from  each  teacher  periodically,  prepare  a 
special  series  of  blanks  for  use  of  school  boards,  obtain  a  complete 
term  report  of  the  work  of  each  pupil  in  the  county,  issue  monthly 
and  term  certificates  of  attendance,  furnish  monthly  examination 
questions  for  all  grades,  tabulate  summarized  district  reports,  organ- 
ize local  institutes  in  each  township,  found  an  inter-high  school  liter- 
ary league,  conduct  an  annual  high  school  athletic  meet,  arrange  for 
an  educational  exhibit  in  connection  with  the  county  fair,  maintain 
a  county  teachers'  agency,  and  publish  a  county  school  paper. 

We  have  found  these  things  helpful  in  lifting  up  to  one  common 
purpose  the  hearts  of  the  parent,  the  pupil  and  the  teacher;  but  we 
have  constantly  to  remember  that  they  are  only  means  to  an  end  and 
not  ends  in  themselves. 

Our  teaching  force  is  growing  stronger  each  year.  At  present  only 
thirteen  per  cent,  are  without  former  experience,  and  over  seventy  per 
cent,  are  in  the  fifty-dollar  class.  All  districts  in  the  county,  except 
two,  had  eight  or  more  months  of  school  this  year. 

The  Illinois  course  of  study  is  in  use  in  practically  all  our  schools 
and  is  giving  unquestioned  satisfaction.     Almost  without  exception 
the  teachers  who  have  used  it  more  than  one  year  are  decidedly 
enthusiastic  over  the  results  obtained. 
8 


84  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doe. 

An  exhibit  or  "expose"  was  made  at  the  county  fair  last  September 
of  the  writing  of  every  pupil  in  the  county,  and  as  a  result  a  cam- 
paign for  better  writing  is  meeting  with  hearty  support.  The  fight 
for  good  reading  goes  constantly  on,  and  each  year  we  find  fewer 
teachers  who  cannot  distinguish  between  reading  and  word  calling, 
and  an  increasing  number  of  pupils  who  appreciate  and  enjoy  real 
imaging. 

We  had  a  county  institute.  It  was  a  great  success  (of  course), 
as  were  also  our  directors'  association  and  two  meetings  of  the  county 
teachers'  association.  Our  institute  instructors  were  all  good,  but 
Miss  Cora  Hamilton  of  Macomb,  Illinois,  was  especially  successful 
in  interesting  and  helping  our  teachers. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  most  hopeful,  and  with  renewed 
courage  we,  the  people  of  McKean  county,  look  forward  to  a  profitable 
and  happy  year. 


MEltCER  COUNTY— F.  F.  Foltz. 


Our  teachers  during  the  past  term  showed  more  preparation  for 
the  recitations,  a  better  knowledge  of  method,  and  a  graver  sense  of 
responsibility  than  ever  before.  An  examination  of  the  records 
accounts  in  part  at  least  for  the  reasons. 

In  1904  there  were  73  teachers  without  previous  experience,  in 
1909  there  were  53;  in  1904  there  were  213  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates,  in  1909  there  were  164;  in  1901  there  were  40 
teachers  holding  permanent  and  normal  certificates,  in  1909  there 
were  98. 

We  believe  that  the  local  institutes  had  much  to  do  with  the  fact 
that  better  work  was  done.  There  were  five  meetings  held  in  each  of 
nineteen  institute  districts.  The  programs  for  each  month  were 
uniform  in  the  different  districts  and  were  calculated  to  get  teachers 
to  work  and  to  think.  The  programs  next  year  will,  however,  provide 
for  more  definite  and  exacting  thought  in  preparation  of  the  papers. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  high  schools  for  the  most  part 
have  done  excellent  work.  Of  the  ten  principals  eight  are  college 
graduates  and  three  of  the  eight  are  normal- graduates.  Sheakley- 
ville  has  employed  a  graduate  of  Allegheny  College  for  next  year  and 
Hadley  which  also  starts  a  new  high  school  has  employed  a  normal 
graduate. 

Of  three  hundred  seventy-six  pupils  who  took  the  test  for  admission 
to  high  school,  two  hundred  three  were  granted  certificates  of  ad- 
mission.   We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  aid  will  be  given  those  districts 
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which  have  pupils  attending  high  schools  outside  their  own  districts 
for  it  has  become  somewhat  of  a  burden  to  some  townships  adjacent 
to  the  boros. 

Our  directors  have  done  a  great  deal  toward  making  the  school 
buildings  pleasant  and  attractive.  Much  repair  work  has  been  done 
and  many  rooms  papered  and  painted. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  was  held  at  Green- 
ville, January  13  and  14th.  John  F.  Bigler,  Principal  of  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School,  gave  an  excellent  address  on  the  subject,  "The 
Ideal  School  Director."  "The  Value,  Selection  and  Management  of 
School  Libraries"  was  well  discussed  by  Mr.  P.  M.  McCullough,  a 
teacher  of  Findley  township.  Mr.  M.  13.  Orr  in  his  paper  on  "Elemen- 
tary Agriculture  in  the  Rural  Schools"  awakened  the  interest  of  the 
directors  on  a  subject  which  in  the  opinion  of  most  of  them  will  soon 
be  studied  in  the  rural  schools.  Mr.  H.  W.  Allison  gave  a  strong 
discussion  on  the  same  subject.  "Closer  Supervision  of  the  Rural 
Schools,"  "The  Relation  of  the  Rural  High  Schools  to  the  Rural 
Districts,"  and  "The  Basis  for  the  Distribution  of  the  State  Appro- 
priation" were  discussed  by  Superintendent  J.  M.  Hostetter,  Rev. 
A.  M.  Keifer,  and  W.  J.  Whieldon,  Esq.,  respectively.  Visitors  and 
lecturers  from  other  sections  tell  us  we  have  one  of  the  best  associa- 
tions  of  school  directors  in  the  State. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  at  Mercer  the  week  beginning 
August  81.  The  instructors  included  Hon.  Fassett  A.  Cotton,  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Prof.  W.  M.  Peirce,  or  Ridgway,  Pa.;  Dr.  J.  I. 
Woodruff,  Selingsgrove,  Pa.;  and  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  of  Clarion,  Pa. 
S.  W.  Gil  Ulan,  The  Euclid  Entertainers  and  The  Hruby  Brothers 
furnished  the  evening  entertainments. 

We  thank  the  Department,  the  press  and  the  people  of  the  county 
for  courtesies  extended  throughout  the  year. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


The  work  of  our  schools  for  the  year  just  closed  is,  to  a  large 
extent,  a  continuation  of  the  preceding  years  of  my  term  of  office,  yet 
some  advances  have  been  made  and  a  wholesome  educational  spirit 
and  steady  professional  growth  throughout  the  county  have  been  very 
evident,  despite  the  depression  in  business  which  struck  some  parts 
of  our  county  during  the  year  with  unusual  severity. 

Two  new  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Derry 
township  built  a  four-roomed  brick  building,   with  modern   equip- 
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merits,  at  Newtown  to  relieve  congested  conditions  in  that  part  of  the 
district.    Menno  township  built  a  one-roomed  frame  building  to  take 
the  place  of  one  whose  walls  reverberated  with  the  ABC's  of  our 
grandfathers.    Some  new  apparatus  was  bought  by  some  boards  and 
improvements  were  made  to  many  of  the  school  buildings  and  school 
grounds  in  the  way  of  roofing,  painting,  fencing,  etc.     Our  corps  of 
teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  were  sincere  and  enthusiastic  in  their 
work  and  most  of  our  school  boards  stood  by  us  in  matters  of  educa- 
tional advancement.    Our  course  of  study  was  followed  more  closely 
this  year  with  marked  results  of  improvement  along  the  line  of  school 
organization  and  more  uniform  work.     We  have  striven  for  more 
uniformity  in  our  school  work  throughout  the  county  and  are  greatly 
encouraged   along  this  line.     The  Illinois  course  of  study  is  now 
used  in  all  the  districts  in  the  county  except  one  and  we  are  hopeful 
that  this  district  will  adopt  it  before  another  term  begins.    The  good 
results  from  the  use  of  a  uniform  course  of  study  are  veiw  marked 
and  we  were  hopeful  of  a  uniform  state  course  as  suggested  in  the 
report  of  the  Code  Commission  but  the  powers  that  be,  slaughtered 
the  report,  and  so  we  must  be  content  and  continue  with  count  v 
uniformity  for  the  present.    Monthly  tests  on  the  work  of  the  course 
were  furnished  to  the  schools  which  greatly  increased  the  interest 
in  the  course  and  in  the  school  work  in  general.     Most  of  these  tests 
were  furnished  by  the  different  school  boards  through  the  county 
superintendent.     Many  words  of  commendation  did  we  receive  from 
teachers  on  this  course  and  especially  on  the  tests  furnished  at  the 
end  of  each  month.    We  also  had  uniformity  along  the  line  of  litera- 
ture teaching.     Selections  were  given  to  each  grade  to  study  during 
the  month.     Many  of  these  selections  were  committed  to  memory 
and  hence  our  boys  and  girls  are  getting  some  of  our  literary  gems. 
In  April,  we  gave  examinations  at  five  different  places  in  the  county 
to  eighth  grade  pupils  for  entrance  to  our  high  schools  and  for  com- 
mon school  diplomas.     About  one  hundred  twenty  pupils  took  the 
work,   of  which   number,   about  sixty   were   recommended   for  high 
school  work  next  year  and  twenty-two  of  these  received   common 
school  diplomas.     For  certain  reasons  a  higher  average  was  required 
for  a  common  school  diploma  than  for  entrance  to  high  school. 

We  had  only  twelve  graduates  this  year  from  our  one  borough  and 
five  township  high  schools  which  we  consider  a  sign  of  good  work. 
Too  often  teachers  aim  to  graduate  large  classes  even  if  not  thoroughly 
prepared  for  graduation. 

Three  summer  normals  were  held  in  the  county  this  spring  all  of 
which  were  well  attended.  Many  of  our  teachers  availed  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  for  self  improvement.  A  number  of  our  teachers 
were  in  attendance  at  our  state  normal  schools  and  colleges. 
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In  January,  McKee's  school  in  Granville  township  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  It  was  burned  during  the  afternoon  but  fortunately  the 
teacher  and  pupils  got  out  in  time  but  nearly  all  the  books  and 
supplies  and  furniture  were  burned.  A  new  building  was  started 
early  in  the  spring  on  the  same  foundation.  Two  other  new  school 
buildings  were  also  begun  this  spring.  Both  are  two  story  four- 
roomed  brick  buildings,  one  in  Granville  township  and  the  other 
in  Union  township.     Both  are  for  township  high  school  work. 

Lincoln's  Birthday  was  observed  in  nearly  all  our  schools.  In 
many  almost  the  entire  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
great  Emancipator  while  in  others  some  useful  lessons  were  drawn 
from  his  life  in  a  few  remarks  from  the  teacher  or  from  some  of  his 
stories  or  from  his  famous  Gettysburg  speech.  While  the  twelfth 
of  February  this  year  received  the  most  attention  of  any  of  our 
holidays  yet  the  twenty-second  was  not  forgotten  and  Washington's 
name  and  deeds  were  lauded  and  extolled  in  many  of  our  schools. 

Mr.  D.  A.  McNabb,  one  of  our  venerable  teachers,  was  called  to  his 
reward  during  the  year  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Mr.  McNabb 
began  teaching  when  quite  young  and  continued  in  the  work  until  a 
few  years  ago  when  compelled  to  give  up  the  work  on  account  of 
deafness.  Fifty-one  terms,  he  taught,  and  all  but  one  or  two  of  these 
in  his  home  county,  Mifflin. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Lewistown,  November  25-29. 
As  instructors  we  had  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis  of  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Prof.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of 
Shippensburg,  Pa. ;  Prof.  F.  F.  Holsopple  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. ;  Rev. 
E.  T.  Rhodes  of  Lewistown,  Pa. ;  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  of  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.,  who  was  our  music  director  and  able  and  efficient  service 
did  he  render  us  by  his  beautiful  solos  and  his  proficient  leadership. 
The  institute  instruction  was  pronounced  excellent  by  our  teachers 
and  all  who  attended.  It  was  full  of  inspiration  and  practical 
thought. 

The  evening  sessions  were  well  attended  and  all  well  received. 
Monday  evening,  The  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association  gave  a 
short  program  and  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  social 
which  was  one  of  the  pleasant  features  of  our  annual  institute; 
Tuesday  evening,  Ralph  Parlette  lectured  on  "The  University  of  Hard 
Knocks ;"  Wednesday  evening,  The  Maud  Willis  Company  entertained 
with  story  and  song;  and  Thursday  evening,  The  Honolulu  Students 
were  the  attraction. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  almost  every  district  in  the  county 
with  a  stronger  interest  than  usual  manifest.  We  attended  a  number 
of  these.  In  many  places  the  evening  sessions  were  devoted  to  literary 
work  in  conjunction  with  a  lecture  by  some  good  strong  active  school 
man  and  the  day  sessions  devoted  to  every  day  school  problems. 
These  meetings  were  generally  well  attended  and  much  interest  taken, 
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Prof.  E.  M.  McNeal,  Harisburg,  Pa.,  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  was  with  the  school  directors  at  their  convention  in 
January  and  gave  some  very  helpful  talks.  While  the  atendance  at 
this  meeting  was  not  as  large  as  it  should  have  been  yet  it  was  a 
success  and  general  satisfaction  expressed. 

Our  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association  is  a  live,  active  helpful 
organization.  It  held  four  excellent  meetings  during  the  year.  These 
meetings  were  held  at  different  places  in  the  county  and  were  well 
attended.    Nearly  all  our  teachers  are  members  of  this  association. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  twice  by  the  superintendent  and  a  few 
oftener.  We  had  three  more  teachers  in  the  county  this  year  than  we 
had  last. 

Certificates  were  given  to  all  pupils  who  attended  every  day  of  the 
term  and  were  reported  to  us  by  the  teachers.  In  all  there  were 
three  hundred  eighty-eight  pupils  who  did  not  miss  a  day  and  were 
rewarded  by  us.  Last  year  three  hundred  forty-five  pupils  had  a  per- 
fect record  of  attendance,  an  increase  this  year  of  forty-three. 

During  the  year  our  schools  gave  a  liberal  contribution  to  the 
Lewistown  Hospital  for  the  maintenance  of  the  children's  ward. 

Our  many  friends  throughout  the  county  were  so  kind  and  hospit- 
able to  us  during  the  year  that  we  wish  to  publicly  acknowledge 
these  courtesies  of  Theirs  and  heartily  thank  them  for  this  charity 
and  good-will.  We  wish  also  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  its  help  and  information,  the  teachers  for  their  faith- 
fulness, and  the  directors  for  their  interest  and  help. 


MONROE  COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


The  school  year  ending  June  6,  1909,  was  in  many  respects  the  most 
interesting  and  most  progressive  of  any  year  since  my  incumbency. 
Although  school  conditions  and  school  facilities  in  our  county  are 
far  from  being  ideal,  nevertheless  we  have  been  making  rapid  strides 
in  several  important  directions;  such  as,  closer  and  more  hearty  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  parents  and  patrons  of  our  public  schools. 
This  has  been  brought  about  largely  through  the  earnest  efforts  of  our 
devoted  teachers  by  inviting  the  parents  and  patrons  to  visit  the 
schools  in  their  respective  districts.  Many  of  these  parents  after 
making  one  visit  to  the  school  brought  such  good  reports  of  school 
conditions  to  their  neighbors  that  they  also  were  easily  induced  to 
visit  the  schools.  In  many  of  our  school  districts  all  of  the  patrons 
visit  the  schools  at  least  once  a  year.     This  has  brought  about  a 
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wonderful  change  in  school  sentiment.  Instead  of  hearing  unjust 
and  undue  criticisms  of  the  teacher's  work  and  the  school  system 
in  general,  one  is  pleased  to  hear  words  of  praise  and  commendation 
of  the  same.  Parents'  or  rations'  Day  is  now  looked  forward  io  in 
Monroe  county  with  the  greatest  pleasure  by  both  teachers  and 
pupils  because  so  many  of  our  citizens  show  their  respect  and  interest 
by  visiting  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts  as  well  as  in  other 
districts.  In  the  school  year  ending  June,  1005,  the  number  of  visits 
by  patrons  and  directors  in  our  county  was  only  415 ;  while  during 
the  year  ending  June,  1000,  the  number  of  visits  was  increased  to 
3,250,  exclusive  of  the  boroughs.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
day  when  all  of  our  patrons,  as  well  as  directors,  will  visit  the  schools 
at  least  once  a  year.  Another  step  in  the  right  direction  is  being 
made  by  most  of  our  school  boards,  whenever  new  school  buildings 
are  being  erected;  insomuch,  that  more  ample  provisions  are  made 
for  suitable  and  more  extensive  playgrounds.  Fifty  years  ago  many 
of  our  school  houses  were  located  so  near  the  road  or  the  forks  of 
the  road,  that  pupils  and  teachers  were  continually  being  molested 
and  annoyed  b}'  the  "humdrum"  of  vehicles  or  other  nuisances,  which 
had  a  tendency  to  distract  the  attention  of  both  teacher  and  pupils. 
The  school  lot  being  oft-times  only  one-fourth  of  an  acre;  the  public 
road  furnished  the  only  available  playground.  Now  we  begin  to 
enlarge  the  playground  by  buying  an  additional  one-fourth  or  on- 
half  acre,  and  moving  the  school  buildings  away  from  the  main 
thoroughfares;  greatly  to  the  advantage  and  safety  of  teacher  and 
pupils.  Toby h  anna  township  last  year  erected  a  $3,000  two-room 
building  and  bought  a  two-acre  lot  as  a  playground  for  the  children. 
Oh,  that  all  children  would  have  similar  facilities  to  foster  play  and 
develop  their  physical  natures!  During  the  past  years,  we  have  made 
an  earnest  effort  to  raise  the  educational  qualifications  for  teachers' 
certificates.  For  this  effort  we  have  ofter  been  severely  criticized. 
But,  we  believe,  that  a  teacher's  moral  character  and  broad  scholar- 
ship are  the  most  important  factors  in  determining  the  worth  of 
the  school.  We  are  gradually  getting  a  better  qualified,  more  exper- 
ienced and  more  consecrated  corps  of  teachers  for  our  schools. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Stroudsburg,  November  9-13,  1008. 
The  instructors  were  Drs.  C.  II.  Gordinier,  Alvin  Davidson,  Andrew 
Thomas  Smith,  Ellwood  L.  Kemp,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck ;  Prof. 
Ralph  Royer  was  the  musical  instructor. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  The  Sterling  Jubilee 
Singers ;  Dr.  Livingston  Barbour ;  The  College  Singing  Girls.  Even- 
ing lecture  by  Dr.  Alvin  Davidson.  All  the  teachers  were  in  attend- 
ance except  one  who  was  detained  on  account  of  sickness.  The 
institute  was  an  intellectual  feast  and  inspiration  to  everyone  who 
had  the  pleasure  to  attend  any  of  its  sessions. 
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Four  district  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  These  institutes 
were  also  well  attended  by  teachers  and  directors.  Most  of  the 
teachers  manifested  a  great  interest  in  the  same,  insomuch  that  they 
were  ready  and  willing  to  participate  in  the  various  subjects  for  dis- 
cussions. Ten  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county 
at  such  places  where  teachers  and  parents  could  conveniently  assem- 
ble. These  meetings  were  exceptionally  well  attended,  and  have  been 
a  source  of  much  direct  and  indirect  benefit  in  creating  a  wholesome 
school  sentiment  throughout  the  entire  country.  More  than  a  thou- 
sand patrons  of  our  schools  were  met  at  these  meetings.  Many  of 
whom  assisted  in  the  discussions. 

Our  school  of  methods  for  beginner  teachers  has  also  proved 
itself  to  be  very  helpful  and  suggestive  to  all  who  have  attended  it 
during  the  past  years.  Last  year  only  one  of  our  beginner  teachers 
failed  to  attend. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Directors'  Convention  met  at  Stroudsburg,  Pa., 
Wednesday,  January  13,  1909.  Several  topics  of  local  interest  were 
discussed  by  our  directors.  Hon.  R.  B.  Tetrick  gave  a  very  instructive 
and  entertaining  address  during  the  afternoon  session.  The  attend- 
ance was  the  best  of  any  similar  convention  in  our  county. 

Two  new  school  buildings  were  erected  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship ;  one  modern  two-room  building  was  erected  in  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship at  Blakeslee,  Pa.  The  cost  was  approximately  f 3,000;  the 
borough  of  Stroudsburg  greatly  improved  its  school  building  by  the 
installation  of  the  Broomell  Vapor  Heating  System  and  a  change 
from  the  Smead  Wills  Dry  Closet  System  to  a  Sanitary  Water  Sys- 
tem, at  a  cost  of  about  $4,600;  many  other  improvements  of  similar 
nature  were  made  throughout  the  county.  Polk  township  established 
a  township  high  school  which  had  an  attendance  of  41  pupils  during 
the  year.  Chestnuthill  township  has  also  decided  to  establish  a 
township  high  school  for  the  year  1909-10. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School, 
and  our  two  flourishing  training  schools,  Polytechnic  Institute  and 
Fairview  Academy,  for  the  manner  in  which  most  of  our  teachers 
are  being  trained.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  continually  receiving 
higher  and  nobler  ideals  by  attending  these  institutions. 

In  conclusion.  1  desire  to  thank  the  press  of  our  county,  the  school 
directors,  the  noble  corps  of  teachers,  and  the  general  public,  for 
their  hearty  co-operation  in  all  my  public  school  labors. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  most  successful  and  encouraging  one 

lor  Montgomery  county.    The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  excellent 

and  teachers  and  directors  are  working  in  harmony  for  the  interest 

of  the  pupils.     16,300  pupils  have  attended  the  schools  under  my 

direct  supervision  and  480  teachers  have  directed  their  work. 

At  the  14  public  examinations  held,  220  candidates  presented 
themselves,  36  of  whom  were  rejected.  52  of  our  teachers  have  had 
no  previous  experience,  but  some  have  had  either  complete  or  partial 
courses  at  normal  schools  and  were  not  wholly  unprepared  for  their 
work.  The  demand  for  experienced  and  trained  teachers  in  our 
county  is  strong  and  gives  a  cheery  outlook  for  the  future. 

Encouraging  reports  are  received  from  all  the  schools,  and  the 
sentiment  for  good  schools  is  strong.  The  majority  of  our  teachers 
are  progressive  and  a  number  attend  the  courses  for  teachers  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  nearby  colleges  at  nights  and 
Saturdays,  or  the  summer  schools  during  the  vacation. 

Abington  township  has  just  completed  a  new  $75,000  high  school 
building,  the  finest,  most  modern  and  complete  township  high  school 
building  we  have.  The  directors  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their 
work.  Limerick  township  has  erected  a  four-room  modern  building 
at  Linfield  in  place  of  the  old  two-room  one,  and  Upper  Dublin  has 
finished  a  two-room  building  at  East  Oreland.  Horsham  will  occupy 
its  new  one-room  house  this  coming  school  year.  These  are  steps 
in  the  right  direction. 

Norriton  township  has  divided  into  East  Norriton  township  and 
West  Norriton  township  in  order  better  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
schools.  The  West  is  now  a  centralized  township  having  but  one 
school  building.    We  look  for  advance  in  these  townships. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  County  Institute,  held  in  the  Auditorium 
of  Norristown  high  school,  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  our 
county.  The  program  was  exceptionally  fine  and  our  instructors  were 
specially  chosen  for  the  message  they  had  to  give  us.  The  instructors 
were  Prof.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Prof.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Prof.  H.  A.  Surface, 
Prof.  C.  E.  Karlson,  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermal,  Dr.  Edgar  F.  Smith. 

It  is  the  desire  of  our  teachers  to  get  the  very  best  talent  possible 
for  our  institute.  We  have  tried  to  bring  our  institute  to  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency,  and  we  can  not  satisfy  our  teachers  with 
mediocre  talent.  Our  expenses  are  thus  necessarily  very  high,  and 
the  problem  of  "ways  and  means''  sometimes  becomes  perplexing. 

Our  divided  institute  still  continues  to  be  popular.  The  majority 
of  our  teachers  are  grade  teachers  and  they  demand  specific  instruc- 
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tion  in  their  respective  grade  work.  The  morning  sessions  are  given 
over  to  work  in  three  sections — Primary,  Grammar  and  High  School 
sections;  and  in  the  afternoon  all  assemble  together  for  general 
work. 

Five  local  institutes  were  held  last  year  in  the  rural  districts  and 
were  helpful  and  inspiring  to  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools.  They 
awaken  the  interest  of  the  community  in  the  schools.  There  were 
a  number  of  parents  meetings  held  throughout  the  county. 

Two  directors'  meetings  were  held,  one  at  Norristown  and  one  at 
Royersford.  At  the  regular  meeting  at  Xorristown  there  was  the 
largest  attendance  for  years. 

Believing  that  the  mother  tongue  should  be  well  taught,  and  that 
literature  is  the  key  to  unlock  the  other  studies,  stress  has  been 
placed  upon  English  composition,  letter  writing  and  English  classics. 
Teachers  have  been  encouraged  to  take  up  the  story  telling  and  pro- 
vide abundant  supplementary  reading  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the 
pupils.  A  brief  teachers'  guide  has  been  furnished  the  teachers, 
giving  them  timely  suggestions  along  these  lines.  The  English 
work  is  to  be  continued  next  year  and  we  expect  gratifying  results. 

During  the  last  two  years  we  have  been  making  a  strong  effort 
to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  our  county, 
and  we  feel  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  its  introduction.  The  plan,  as 
outlined,  is  to  put  a  suitable  text  book  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  have  regular  lessons  in  this  subject  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  Then  concrete  lessons  on  the  subjects  taught  will  be 
given  by  visits  to  the  farms  and  community.  The  book  is  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  teachers  par+Iy  because  we  do  not  have  teachers 
regularly  trained  to  teach  agriculture.  Certain  latitude  must  be 
allowed  to  the  teachers,  especially  at  the  beginning,  to  adapt  his 
teaching  and  concrete  lessons  to  the  particular  needs  of  his  com- 
munity. Some  of  our  advanced  teachers  have  already  done  good  work 
in  this  subject.  In  the  form  of  nature  work  or  elementary  agriculture, 
we  must  have  it  in  every  school  in  the  county. 

The  assistant  to  the  Superintendent  is  a  feature  of  our  schools  that 
is  new  to  our  county.  I  have  the  services  of  one  experienced  in  educa- 
tional work,  in  all  grades  especially  in  high  school  grade,  and  this 
assistance  has  been  most  helpful  to  me.  I  have  been  enabled  to  make 
886  visits  to  my  schools,  a  greater  number  than  had  been  previously 
made,  to  make  these  visits  of  greater  length,  and  had  a  mind  freed 
from  worry  over  details  to  give  to  the  interests  of  the  schools.  Clerical 
work  and  the  mass  of  papers  of  the  township  examinations  was  not 
such  a  concern  as  formerly,  and  supervision  is  more  thoroughly 
made. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its 
prompt  and  helpful  assistance  given  me  during  the  year  . 
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MONTOUB  COUNTY— Chas.  W.  Derr. 


In  submitting  this  report  for  the  year  1908-1909,  I  am  glad  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesies  extended  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  and  to  express  appreciation  therefor. 

The  year  has  been  a  very  good  one  for  our  school  interests.  Fewer 
changes  were  required,  understanding  of  courses  and  methods  was 
more  thorough,  and  consequently,  progress  was  more  solid  and  con- 
sistent, a  result  that  will  be  attained  when  teachers  and  superinten 
dent  have  worked  harmoniously  for  some  time.  I  wish  to  say  that 
our  Boards  of  Education  have  sustained  our  schools  and  we  may  look 
forward  for  still  greater  progress  along  these  lines. 

Our  high  school  is  gaining  steadily  and  its  quarters  are  too  small. 
A  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  new  building  is  growing,  and  its 
construction  can  not  long  be  delayed. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  at  convenient  places  throughout  the 
county.  These  were  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  a  great  many 
patrons  of  the  schools.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  I  cannot 
report  that  every  teacher  in  the  county  attended  at  least  one  of  these 
institutes.  Many  of  our  best  teachers,  as  well  as  directors,  partici- 
pated in  discussing  topics  of  local  interest,  and  in  my  visitation 
of  schools,  I  could  find  indications  of  direct  benefit  derived  from 
these  discussions.  It  is  hoped  that  another  year  all  directors,  as  well 
as  teachers,  will  attend  these  local  institutes. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  Montour  County  School  Direc- 
tors' Association  met  at  Danville  and  carried  out  a  very  interesting- 
program  on  Wednesday,  January  27th,  1909.  The  convention  was 
addressed  by  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  and  Superintendent  Charles  Lose,  of  the  Williamsport 
schools,  also  made  a  very  able  address.  More  and  more  of  our  direc- 
tors are  taking  an  active  part  each  }-ear  as  they  recognize  the  purpose 
of  these  meetings. 

Montour  County's  Forty-third  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  met  in 
the  High  School  Building,  Danville,  on  November  30th,  December 
1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th,  with  every  teacher  of  the  county  enrolled. 
We  had  a  very  successful  and  helpful  institute.  Our  instructors 
were  Professor  Charles  A.  Albert,  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School, 
Superintendent  W.  W.  Wilson,  of  the  Milton  schools,  Dr.  Van 
Ormer,  and  Superintendent  Dieffenbacher  in  music.  We  hope  for 
more  institutes  like  the  one  just  passed. 

"Patrons'  Day"  was  observed  in  the  schools  of  the  county  on 
Lincoln's  Birthday.     Over  400  patrons  visited  the  various  schools 
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on  that  day,  thus  encouraging  both  pupils  and  teachers  to  greater 
efforts,  and  they  themselves  being  impressed  with  the  character  of  the 
work  being  done. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  shown  and 
given  by  the  public  press  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  county, 
and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and  patrons,  for 
which  I  am  truly  grateful. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


We  feel  that  we  know  what  pleasure  is  because  we  were  enabled 
to  do  good  work  in  our  schools  in  1908-09. 

We  had  a  definite  object  in  mind  in  arranging  all  of  our  educational 
programs.  One  thing  at  a  time  is  our  motto.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  young  and  inexperienced  teachers  cannot  grasp  all  the  good 
contained  in  an  entirely  new  course  of  study;  the  old  teachers  are 
too  fixed  in  their  methods  to  make  a  radical  change,  therefore  we 
decided  to  lay  stress  during  the  school  term    on  reading. 

Reading  no  doubt  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  in  our 
schools,  nevertheless  it  is  one  of  the  neglected  branches.  Since  it  is 
at  the  foundation  of  our  book  knowledge,  and  the  one  branch  that 
will  be  used  most  frequently  in  after  life,  we  decided  to  lay  particular 
stress  on  this  branch.  The  majority  of  schools  follow  one  of  the 
approved  systems  in  laying  the  foundation  for  reading,  and  wherever 
a  system  is  followed  intelligently  good  results  are  obtained.  Many 
of  our  directors  have  taken  kindly  to  the  suggestion  of  furnishing  at 
least  two  readers  of  the  first  grade,  and  an  equal  number  of  second 
and  third  readers.  And,  instead  of  using  fourth  and  fifth  readers 
filled  with  disconnected  selections  and  poorly  arranged  material  which 
in  many  cases  is  intellectual  hash,  we  have  decided  to  purchase 
standard  classics,  adapted  for  the  various  grades,  also  provide 
interesting  supplementary'  geographical  and  historical  readers. 

The  meetings  of  the  Northampton  County  Educational  Club  were 
very  interesting  and  instructive,  no  doubt  they  inspired  many  with 
more  courage  and  filled  them  with  a  determination  to  do  better 
work.  The  membership  has  been  increased  to  include  grammar 
school  principals.  The  various  discussions  were  based  upon  present 
day  conditions;  at  our  last  meeting  the  committee  appointed  to 
draft  a  schedule  on  the  minimum  requirements  in  United  States 
history  reported,  the  report  was  discussed  in  detail,  several  changes 
were  made,  and  instructions  given  to  have  the  report  printed  and  a 
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copy  is  to  be  given  to  each  teacher  and  director  in  the  county.  The 
report  contains  many  suitable  supplementary  volumes  which  we  hope 
to  find  upon  the  teachers'  desks  in  a  very  short  time. 

It  is  our  intention  to  continue  this  line  of  work  next  year,  because 
this  is  the  only  way  we  see  of  bringing  about  a  uniform  standard. 
The  past  year  proved  conclusively  the  lack  of  a  uniform  standard  in 
our  county.  Our  pupils  were  given  questions  used  in  the  various 
grammar  school  grades  and  as  a  result  about  fifteen  succeeded  in 
passing;  in  several  cases  entire  classes  failed  because  the  standard 
of  the  district  was  not  equal  to  an  eighth  grade.  If  pupils  pass  our 
examinations  they  will  be  admitted  to  any  high  school  in  the  county, 
if  they  fail  they  will  not  receive  tuition  from  the  home  township; 
we  thus  solve  one  of  the  perplexing  problems.  Many  directors  had 
good  reasons  to  question  the  methods  of  some  of  the  principals  in 
charge  of  the  smaller  high  schools  who  were  anxious  to  admit  all 
applicants. 

The  Directors'  Convention  held  at  Bangor  was  the  best  attended 
in  its  history,  only  a  few  of  our  county  directors  were  absent. 
Rev.  Rentz,  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  delivered  a  very  good 
talk  on  moral  instruction.  Chairman  L.  J.  Broughal  opened  a  very 
interesting  discussion  which  was  the  theme  for  the  forenoon  dis- 
cussions. In  the  afternoon  Prof.  J.  E.  Stocker,  Lehigh  University, 
delivered  a  very  pointed  talk  on  Teachers'  Recommendations.  G.  A. 
Grim  spoke  on  Reading.  Principal  A.  C.  Rothermel's  talk  on  "The 
Personality  of  the  Teacher"  was  well  received;  we  certainly  would 
have  almost  perfect  schools  if  our  directors  could  elect  the  type  pre- 
sented by  the  esteemed  principal.  Superintendent  J.  W.  Gruver  had 
arranged  a  good  musical  program  and  succeeded  in  pleasing  all  who 
attended. 

Only  one  of  our  county  teachers  was  absent  from  the  county 
institute.  The  following  instructors  furnished  instruction  and  in- 
spiration. Dean  Boyd  addressed  the  High  School  section.  Superin- 
tendent O.  I.  Woodley  had  charge  of  the  Primary  section.  The 
general  institute  and  tbe  rural  school  teachers  were  addressed  by 
Superintendent  F.  W.  Robbins,  Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Dr. 
Schmucker,  Prof.  Palmer,  of  Lehigh  University,  Prof.  Davidson  of 
Lafayette  College,  Deputy  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  G.  A.  Grim. 
Miss  Jane  Brownlee  delivered  two  talks  on  Moral  Instruction;  her 
talks  were  given  voluntary  attention.  Miss  Brownlee  has  a  great 
message  and  delivers  it  earnestly  and  impressively.  Prof.  O.  H. 
Yetter,  our  musical  director  again  got  good  results.  We  have  engaged 
him  for  1909  because  he  did  so  well  on  his  four  former  experiences 
as  leader. 

The  new  high  school  of  Saucon  township  has  solved  one  of  the 
problems  of  township  high  schools;  the  building  contains  a  high 
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school  room  including  a  laboratory,  and  a  grammar  school  room. 
The  pupils  are  expected  to  attend  the  grammar  school  before  they 
are  promoted  into  the  high  school.  Bushkill  township  erected  a  new 
one-room  building.  Lehigh  township  erected  a  new  four-room  building 
including  a  high  school  room  and  a  room  for  the  grammar  school 
pupils. 

The  sessions  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  held  during  1909 
were  well  attended.  The  program  was  an  exceptionally  strong  one, 
and  all  who  attended  were  well  pleased  with  the  meeting.  Prof. 
D.  S.  Keck,  informed  me  that  2,137  members  had  enrolled. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


Steady  progress  in  all  lines  of  school  work  has  been  the  effort  of  the 
year.  Special  encouragement  has  been  given  to  pupils  to  remain 
longer  in  the  schools,  by  showing  the  advantages  to  be  gained.  The 
assistance  of  parents  and  directors  has  been  sought.  Much  of  this 
was  accomplished  through  the  local  institutes, — ten  of  which  were 
held  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  An  increased  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  a  larger  representation,  over  previous 
years,  on  the  part  of  directors  and  patrons,  with  a  desire  to  under- 
stand the  school  problems  of  the  day,  speak  for  advancement. 

In  many  sections  school  room  decoration  is  being  given  considerable 
attention.  Directors  are  endeavoring  to  make  the  rooms  pleasanter. 
Schools  are  buying  pictures  for  the  walls.  Books  are  being  added  to 
establish  libraries,  while  many  schools  have  started  libraries,  and 
best  of  all  good  books  are  being  read.  Several  schools  have  purchased 
flags. 

The  Shamokin  creek  which  for  years  has  been  carrying  large 
quantities  of  culm  from  the  coal  mines  has  gradually  filled  ud  its 
bed.  overflowed  its  banks,  covered  large  areas  of  fine  farming  lands, 
destroyt  d  all  vegetation  and  rendered  the  land  entirely  worthless. 
The  Martz  building  in  Shamokin  township  was  beautifully  located 
on  the  bank  of  this  creek.  Coal  dirt  was  deposited  all  around  the 
building  and  the  directors  were  compelled  to  select  another  site. 
This  they  d  d  on  high  ground  and  erected  a  new  building  which  is  a 
credit  m  '  only  to  the  district  but  to  the  county  as  well. 

Fire  e>  capes  were  placed  on  nearly  all  two-story  buildings  and  the 
doors  at  the  main  entrance  made  to  swing  both  ways. 

The  ten ^hing  force  was  never  better.  Many  teachers  attended 
either  -ummer  schools  or  Chautauqua  meetings  during  their  vacation, 
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with  the  result  that  more  teachers  holding  higher  grade  certificates 
were  employed  than  the  previous  year,  while  fewer  failures  occurred 
among  those  taking  the  examination  for  provisional  certificates. 

We  held  our  County  Institute  the  week  of  December  14.  It  was  a 
success  in  every  way.  Instructors  were  Dr.  P.  H.  Green,  Superinten- 
dent W.  M.  Peirce,  Superintendent  I.  C.  M.  Pllenberger,  Superinten- 
dent W.  A.  Wilson,  and  .Mrs.  Cora  I).  Graham.  Superintendent 
Yocum  of  Coal  township  and  his  corps  of  seventy-three  teachers 
joined  the  institute, — the  first  time  in  nine  years.  The  enrollment 
of  teachers  was  377,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  institute. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  January.  Pach  year  brings 
a  larger  attendance.  One  hundred  twenty  members  were  present. 
Three  independent  boroughs  were  represented — Sunbury,  Shamokin 
and  Mt.  Carmel.  Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Super- 
intendent Pllenberger  and  Prof.  A.  B.  Wallize  addressed  the  con- 
vention.    Next  year  we  anticipate  holding  a  two-day  session. 

With  sorrow  we  note  at  the  very  close  of  the  school  year  the  death 
of  Mr.  J.  P.  Dentler,  a  member  of  the  Turbotville  school  board.  Mr. 
Dentler  was  very  active  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

We  are  much  indebted  to  the  Department  for  encouragement  and 
advice. 


PEKBY   COUNTY— D.   A.   Kline. 


It  is  not  unwarrantable  to  say  that  very  substantial  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  schools  of  Perry  county  during  the  past  year.  A 
very  large  percentage  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work.  A  smaller 
percentage  showed  abilities  that  might  be  classed  as  fair,  medium 
and  weak.     A  few  demonstrated  their  utter  inefficiency. 

Of  the  190  teachers,  95  were  females  and  95  were  males.  Only  16 
had  no  previous  experience ;  100  held  provisional  certificates ;  15  pro- 
fessional certificates;  20  permanent  certificates;  48  normal  diplomas. 
Seven  were  college  graduates.  All  but  9  have  had  training  other  than 
that  afforded  by  the  public  schools. 

Large  summer  normals  are  being  conducted  in  New  Germantown, 
Blain,  Landisburg,  Loysville,  Ickesburg  and  Pshcol. 

The  New  Lloomfield  Academy  has  taken  a  new  lease  of  life  under 
the  capable  leadership  of  Prof.  J,  F.  Bucheit,  assisted  by  a  number  of 
able  instructors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  historic  institution  may 
continue  to  flourish  through  the  support  of  a  generous  public,  and 
that  it  may  contribute  very  materially  to  the  stream  of  educational 
influence  in  our  country. 
7—5—1909 
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Having  been  somewhat  delayed  in  supervisory  duties,  I  failed  to 
inaugurate  a  system  of  public  school  examinations  during  the  last 
month  of  the  term.  Even  in  the  absence  of  a  suitable  course  of  study, 
such  examinations  conducted  for  those  pursuing  the  more  advanced 
work,  ought  to  prove  beneficial.  At  least  by  another  year  an  effort 
will  be  made  in  that  direction. 

The  annual  institute  held  November  30  to  December  4,  in  point  of 
interest  manifested  and  of  benefit  derived,  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
best  in  our  history.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Prof.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Dr.  0.  O. 
Gordinier  and  Dr.  A.  T.  Ritter.  A  musical  entertainment  was  given 
by  the  Honolulu  Students.  Rev.  B.  H.  Hart,  Dr.  Henry  R,  Rose,  Dr. 
Roland  D.  Grant  delivered  evening  lectures. 

The  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  New  Bloomfield 
February  5-6.  Dr.  George  Edward  Reed,  President  of  Dickinson 
College,  made  a  very  favorable  impression  upon  the  103  directors  pres- 
ent, by  his  practical  addresses.  A  number  of  directors  took  part  in 
ably  discussing  several  live  and  important  subjects. 

Seven  interesting  and  spirited  local  institutes  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  county.  The  attendance  on  the  part  of  both  the  public 
and  the  teachers  was  good.  These  meetings  prove  hardly  less  val- 
uable than  the  annual  institute  in  respect  to  beneficial  results. 

There  were  no  buildings  erected  during  the  3Tear.  A  few  buildings 
were  overhauled,  and,  in  general,  necessary  repairs  were  made. 

No  serious  epidemics  prevailed  at  any  time  during  the  year  that 
affected  the  attendance  in  the  public  schools.  We  are  glad  to  note  an 
increase  of  enrollment  in  general.  However,  conditions  are  not  what 
they  should  be.  It  is  indeed  lamentable  that  so  many  boys  and  girls 
leave  the  schools  as  early  as  the  law  allows  them  to  do  so.  We  have 
(ried  to  exert  as  much  iniiuence  as  possible  to  remedy  this  great 
weakness  as  it  abounds  in  our  county.  Doubtless  the  same  condi- 
tions exist  i:i  other  parts  of  the  State. 

All  of  the  schools  were  visited  once,  some  twice,  and  a  number  of 
them  the  third  time.     Altogether  269  visits  were  made. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  report  the  death  of  David  C.  Albright 
of  Buffalo  township.  Mr.  Albright  was  one  of  the  county's  old  and 
faithful  teachers. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  public  for  many  courtesies  shown  me,  the  di 
rectors  for  their  approval  and  assistance,  the  teachers  for  their  fidel- 
ity to  the  profession,  and  the  spirit  in  which  they  accepted  advice  and 
criticisms,  the  press  for  favors  conferred  and  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  valuable  counsel, 
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PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  conducted  along  pedagogical 
lines  and,  while  the  progress  has  not  been  as  great  as  we  had  hoped 
for,  still,  on  the  whole,  a  healthful  growth  was  manifest.  This  was 
due  to  the  judicious  care  exercised  by  the  directors  of  most  districts 
in  selecting  teachers  of  successful  experience  and  holding  the  higher 
grades  of  certificates ;  to  the  retention  of  teachers  in  the  same  schools, 
thus  enabling  them  to  do  more  effective  work  because  of  their  know- 
ledge of  conditions  and  the  needs  of  the  pupils ;  to  the  continued  de- 
mand for  better  qualifications  in  order  to  secure  a  license;  to  the 
attendance  at  summer  schools  by  a  number  of  teachers  in  order  to 
meet  these  qualifications ;  and  to  the  minimum  salary  act  in  causing 
teachers  of  experience  to  remain  in  the  profession. 

Of  the  seventy-three  teachers  employed,  forty-one  held  provisional 
certificates,  ten  held  professional  certificates,  ten  held  permanent  cer- 
tificates, eleven  were  normal  school  graduates  of  experience,  and  one 
was  a  college  graduate.  Of  the  above  teaching  force  thirteen  were 
male  and  sixty  were  females;  thirty-seven  had  taught  five  years  or 
more;  twenty-four  had  taught  from  one  to  four  years;  and  twelve 
were  without  previous  experience.  Only  two  of  these  could  be  called 
failures,  and  they  failed  because  of  their  inexperience  and  lack  of 
judgment  and  will  power. 

Delaware  district  erected  a  new  building  to  take  the  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Lackawaxen  placed  new  furniture  in  one  and  re- 
paired two  others.  Several  other  districts  made  needed  repairs  and 
erected  new  closets  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
Special  efforts  are  being  made  to  have  teachers  exercise  more  care- 
ful supervision  of  these  buildings  to  the  end  that  their  defacement 
may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

One  of  the  strongest  factors  in  interesting  both  pupils  and  parents 
in  school  and  school  work  is  the  school  library.  Three  new  libraries 
were  started  during  the  term  and  substantial  additions  were  made  to 
existing  ones.  In  these  schools  we  find  the  pupils  earnest,  aggressive, 
respectful ;  and  the  parents  actively  interested  in  everything  affecting 
their  school. 

Thirty-three  pupils  took  the  examinations  for  common  school  dip- 
loma, twenty  of  whom  passed  successfully. 

Our  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  and  all  were  well 

attended  with  one  exception.     We  were  well  pleased  with  the  manner 

in  which  the  majority  of  the  teachers  entered  into  the  spirit  of  these 

meetings,  endeavoring  in  every  way  possible  to  make  them  a  success. 
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In  communities  where  such  teachers  are  located  we  never  fail  to  find 
a  live  educational  sentiment. 

Count}-  institute  from  the  teachers'  standpoint  was  a  success.  The 
attention  and  interest  was  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected. 
The  instruction  was  excellent  because  of  its  adaptability.  Three 
teachers  were  absent  but  furnished  valid  excuses.  The  instructors 
and  lecturers  were  Supt.  A.  K.  Spaid,  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Eev. 
W.  H.  Kindt  and  Miss  Magdalina  Steifens. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was  held 
at  Milford,  December  1-^.  E.  S.  Wolfe,  Milford,  was  presiding  officer 
and  Walter  Yetterlein,  Paupac,  was  secretary.  The  sessions  were 
well  attended  and  the  directors  participated  freely  in  the  discussions. 
Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp  was  the  principal  speaker. 

Our  high  schools  each  graduated  a  class  of  well  equipped  students. 
The  character  of  the  work  done  by  these  schools  has  improved  very 
materially  during  the  past  five  years  owing  chiefly  to  the  aggressive- 
ness of  their  principals. 

Death  invaded  the  ranks  of  the  school  directors,  three  being  called 
to  their  final  reward  during  the  year.  Frank  G.  Hames,  of  Greene, 
W.  II.  Clark,  of  Palmyra  and  John  A.  Hoffman,  of  Dingman.  Each 
served  his  district  to  the  best  of  his  abilities  and  each  will  be  missed 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

As  a  closing  word,  allow  me  to  add  that  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
sympathy  and  support  of  the  Department,  the  county  press,  the 
school  officers,  teachers  and  citizens  in  general.  That  these  educa- 
tional forces  may  continue  as  harmonious  during  the  year  upon 
which  we  have  just  entered  as  during  the  past,  and  that  the  result  of 
their  united  efforts  may  be  more  abundant  is  to  be  hoped. 


POTTEK  COUNTY— R.  O.  Welfling. 


The  monthly  reports  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  con- 
tained nearly  all  that  was  of  interest  concerning  the  school  system 
of  Potter  county. 

The  most  satisfactory  thing  that  I  have  to  report  is  the  excellent 
professional  spirit  of  our  teaching  force.  About  one  half  of  our  en- 
lire  number  of  teachers  will  be  in  various  schools  during  their  va- 
cations. Seme  in  colleges,  some  in  State  Normal  Schools  and  many 
in  the  Summer  Normal.  This  is  the  first  time  in  years  that  Potter 
county  will  maintain  a  Summer  Normal  School,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  is  every  indication  that  this  will  prove  a  success. 
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On  every  hand  we  feel  the  need  of  closer  supervision  for  the  rural 
schools.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  most  effective  school  work 
is  done  in  our  High  Schools  and  the  best  work  is  done  in  these  schools 
by  the  ablest  supervisors;  this  proving  conclusively  that  intelligent 
supervision  is  essential  for  the  best  work  in  a  school  system. 

Under  the  present  school  laws  it  would  seem  to  me  a  great  ad- 
vantage if  the  borough  and  township  high  schools  could  be  eliminated 
from  the  direct  supervision  of  the  County  Superintendent  so  that 
he  might  devote  this  extra  time  to  the  rural  schools.  However,  what 
we  need  as  much  as  closer  supervision  is  a  good  graded  course  of 
study  for  the  rural  schools.  How  can  we  get  this?  Certainly  the 
cost  of  publishing  such  a  course  of  studjr  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
paid  by  the  Count}r  Superintendent. 

The  work  of  the  local  institutes  this  year  as  in  the  past  was  very 
helpful  both  in  the  way  of  aiding  teachers  to  solve  school  problems 
and  in  creating  a  helpful  relationship  between  the  school  and  home. 
While  practically  all  the  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  this  work,I 
would  be  ungrateful  did  I  not  make  special  mention  of  the  splendid 
work  done  at  several  of  these  sessions  by  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  of  the 
Mansfield  State  Normal  School. 

Sessions  were  held  at  Germania,  Galeton,  Genesee,  Harrison  Valley, 
Ulysses,  Oswayo,  Costello,  Eoulette,  Sunderlinville  and  Shingle  House. 
The  banner  session  was  that  held  at  Shingle  House.  Very  complete 
arrangements  had  been  made  at  this  place  both  for  an  evening  and  for 
a  day  session. 

The  leading  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  County  Institute 
held  at  Coudersport,  October  twenty-six  to  thirty.  This  was  pro- 
nounced one  of  our  best  County  Institutes.  The  day  instructors 
were:  Dr.  J.  G.  Carter  Troop,  Professor  of  English,  Chicago  Univer- 
sity ;  Dr.  J.  George  Beth t,  Principal  of  Clarion  State  Normal  School ; 
Prof.  Oden  <  /.  Gortner,  Profesor  of  Pedagogy  Mansfield  State  Normal 
School ;  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  Dean  of  Ursinus  College  and  Prof. 
J.  W.  Yoder,  Director  of  Music,  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  School. 

During  the  past  year  I  made  reports  to  all  the  school  boards  of 
townships  after  I  had  visited  the  schools.  In  these  reports  I  made 
note  of  teachers  who  did  exceptionally  good  work,  satisfactory  work 
and  of  those  who  had  made  a  mistake  in  their  calling.  I  also  made 
quite  a  complete  report  of  the  buildings,  furniture  and  general  equip- 
ment. While  several  of  these  reports  were  not  complimentary,  with 
but  very  few  exceptions,  the  school  directors  welcomed  them  and  in 
many  cases  expressed  their  appreciation  for  the  help  and  suggestions. 
A  systematic  series  of  written  reports  to  school  boards  had  never 
been  made  before  in  this  county  and  I  appreciate  very  much  the  busi- 
ness like  wav  in  which  the  school  directors  received  them. 
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Among  our  teachers  we  had  teaching  on:  Provisional  certificates, 
119;  professional  certificates,  30;  permanent  certificates,  13;  State 
Normal  School  Diplomas,  79 ;  college  graduates,  9. 

I  examined  during  the  year  two  hundred  and  twelve  candidates. 
One  hundred  forty-four  received  provisional  certificates  and  three 
professional  certificates.     Sixty-five  candidates  were  rejected. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  with  the  exception  of  four 
once,  quite  a  number  were  visited  twice  and  several  three  times. 
The  total  number  of  visits  during  the  year  was  two  hundred  sixty- 
four. 

The  examination  for  the  completion  of  the  common  school  branches 
and  for  admission  to  high  scbools  were  given  April  24.  One  hundred 
sixty-three  candidates  took  the  examinations  of  which  forty-seven  re- 
ceived common  school  diplomas. 

The  April  number  of  the  "School  Companion,"  a  magazine  pub- 
lished monthly  in  the  interests  of  Potter  county  teachers  and  directors 
was  devoted  entirely  to  material  and  suggestions  for  the  observation 
of  Arbor  day  and  the  advancement  of  school  gardens  for  our  summer 
schools.  We  have  about  thirty-five  summer  schools  in  our  rural  dis- 
tricts. Very  encouraging  reports  are  already  coming  to  this  office 
concerning  this  work  which  is  an  entitrely  new  feature  of  school 
work  in  our  county. 

Several  high  schools  which  never  had  commencement  exercises  be- 
fore, had  graduating  classes  this  spring  and  nearly  all  the  bigh 
schools  had  good  sized  graduating  classes.  The  graduating  class  of 
Coudersport  being  the  largest,  consisted  of  ten  boys  and  ten  girls. 

As  I  look  back  over  the  year's  work  I  feel  that  we  have  but  few 
things  to  regret  and  many  things  over  which  to  rejoice.  Such  a  re- 
sult can  come  about  only  when  there  is  loyal  co-operation.  There- 
fore we  heartily  thank  all  who  have  helped  us. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


In  reviewing  the  past  year's  work  of  our  schools,  we  see  many 
very  encouraging  results.  Fewer  experienced  and  successful  teachers 
will  leave  the  profession  this  year  than  previously.  This  is  mainly 
due  to  the  increase  in  teachers'  salaries.  Many  more  applicants,  par- 
ticularly beginners,  took  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates 
than  in  former  years:  and,  realizing  that  not  many  experienced  teach- 
ers would  leave  us,  we  believed  that  we  could  raise  our  requirements 
for  a  provisional  certificate  and  still  get  enough  teachers  to  fill  our 
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schools.  The  result  is  that  we  anticipate  better  prepared  teachers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Most  of  our  teachers  are  progressive.  Few 
do  not  realize  the  importance  of  keeping  in  close  touch  with  what  the 
best  educators  think  and  are  planning  and  consequently  nearly  all 
our  teachers  read  a  number  of  the  latest  works  on  pedagogy  and  only 
a  few — those  who  have  reached  the  dead  line — are  not  subscribers  for 
educational  journals. 

The  efficiency  of  our  schools  can  be  measured  by  the  efficiency  of  our 
teachers.  The  success  of  our  schools  depends  almost  entirely  on  the 
efficiency  of  the  teachers.  No  teacher  can  do  good  work  who  has  not 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught  and  the  best 
methods  of  presenting  them.  It  consequently  follows  that  all  per- 
sons expecting  to  teach  should  make  special  preparation  for  the  work, 
and  that  all  teachers  that  have  been  in  the  work  for  a  number  of 
years  should  be  constantly  striving  to  improve  with  the  times.  To 
learn  the  modern  and  scientific  methods  of  teaching  those  branches 
that  have  made  so  much  advancement  in  the  last  decade;  to  prepare 
in  those  special  subjects  that  are  now  a  part  of  every  good  school's 
course ;  and  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  fitting  himself  to  train  boys  and 
girls  for  the  highest  manhood  and  womanhood,  is  the  duty  of  every 
teacher. 

A  pleasant  duty  in  connection  with  the  superintendency  is  the  vis- 
itation of  the  schools.  All  were  visited  once  during  the  year  and 
some  of  them  the  second  time,  making  over  six  hundred  official  visits. 
The  labor  required  to  perform  this  duty  is  lightened  by  the  congenial 
associations  of  the  school  room  especially  when  the  schools  are  in 
charge  of  capable  teachers  who  have  the  power  to  govern  well  and 
teach  properly.  The  visits  made  by  the  directors  were  more  frequent 
than  heretofore  in  some  districts.  As  a  result  of  the  interest  shown 
in  this  way  both  teachers  and  pupils  were  pleased  and  benefitted. 
Parents  too  were  not  unmindful  of  the  schools ;  their  visits  are  always 
welcomed  and  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pupils.  The  school  itself 
ought  to  be  interesting  enough  to  attract  patrons  and  school  officers 
even  if  duty  did  not  require  their  occasional  presence  in  the  school 
room.  The  school  may,  in  an  important  sense,  offer  a  most  impressive 
lesson  to  all  who  are  connected  with  it.  Here  are  exhibited  all  the 
traits  of  childhood.  Order,  system,  obedience,  cheerfulness  and  truth- 
fulness are  making  their  impressions  in  the  school  as  no  where  else. 
The  knowledge  here  imparted  and  acquired,  the  admonitions  given 
and  received,  and  the  discipline  emphasized  and  enforced  all  have 
their  place  in  the  training  and  education  of  the  children.  The 
awakening  of  the  mind  to  a  realization  of  its  powers,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  intellect  and  the  training  of  the  will  are  phases  of  educa- 
tion with  which  the  teachers  must  deal.     All  of  these  are  closely  re- 
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lated  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  but  the  successful  teacher  must 
be  more  than  an  instructor  in  the  school  room. 

Children  are  imitative  and  with  them  example  is  more  effective 
than  precept.  Teachers  are  unconsciously  molding  character  and 
shaping  destiny.  Scholastic  attainments  are  not,  therefore,  the  sole 
qualifications  which  a  teacher  must  possess.  He  must  be  skillful  in 
imparting  instruction  and  discreet  in  governing,  but  better  than  all 
it  is  to  exemplify  in  thought,  speech  and  action  the  ennobling  traits 
of  true  manhood  and  womanhood. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  procuring  school  libraries  in 
several  districts.  The  schools  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do  much 
more  in  this  direction.  A  judicious  expenditure  of  funds  for  good 
books  will  well  repay  the  purchasers  and  help  to  stimulate  the  read- 
ing habit  of  the  children.  The  community,  as  well  as  the  schools, 
will  profit  by  having  the  benefit  of  a  well  selected  collection  of  books 
accessible  to  the  children.  Money  expended  for  costly  apparatus 
could  be  used  to  better  advantage  for  school  libraries  and  with  greater 
profit  to  the  district  from  every  point  of  view. 

The  directors  would  be  encouraged  to  do  more  for  the  schools  if 
the  patrons  generally  were  to  give  them  earnest  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion in  their  efforts  to  make  the  schools  more  efficient.  Progress  in 
school  affairs  ought  to  keep  pace  with  the  improved  conditions  in 
other  fields.  Sound  business  principles,  experience  and  capacity  for 
service  govern  the  selection  of  competent  men  and  women  in  other 
spheres  of  action,  but  too  often  the  .schools  are  operated  to  their  own 
detriment  on  a  very  different  basis.  The  rewards  of  faithful  and  hon- 
est service  earned  and  merited  by  teachers  are  too  often  the  exception 
and  not  the  rule.  If  business  principles  could  be  applied  in  the  se- 
lection and  retention  of  teachers,  better  results  would  undoubtedly 
follow.  The  standard  of  qualifications  in  the  teaching  force  of  the 
county  cannot  be  advanced  without  a  degree  of  permanency,  without 
a  proper  and  just  recognition  of  the  ability  and  success  of  the  persons 
employed.  To  displace  good  teachers  every  year  wilhout  a  reasonable 
cause  retards  the  progress  of  education  very  materially  and  is  an  in- 
justice to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

New  Houses. 

Middleport.  McAdoo  and  Minersville  boroughs  and  Schuylkill  and 
Union  townships  are  breaking  ground  for  new  buildings.  St.  Clair 
has  just  finished  a  fine  new  high  school  building  which  will  be  occu- 
pied next  year. 

High  Schools. 

We  are  in  full  accord  with  the  purpose  for  which  the  special  high 
school  appropriation  was  made.  Most  of  these  schools  are  doing  sub- 
stantial work,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  primary  object  of  too 
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many  is  simply  to  get  this  extra  or  special  appropriation  and  the  re- 
sult is  that  pupils  too  young  in  years  and  with  insufficient  prepara- 
tion for  high  school  work  are  attempting  to  do  the  work  in  the  high 
school  before  they  are  prepared  to  do  it  efficiently.  Are  not  many 
trying  to  run  before  they  can  walk?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  in 
danger  of  losing  sight  of  what  the  great  majority  need — the  three 
"K's"  with  special  emphasis  on  a  love  for  reading  good  books.  Yet, 
I  feel  that  we  are  improving  along  this  line  of  work.  The  help  given 
us  by  the  high  school  inspector,  Prof.  Hertzog,  has  aroused  our  people 
to  efforts  of  improvement  which  I  realize  is  sure  to  bring  better  re- 
sults than  we  ever  had. 

County  Institutes. 

Our  teachers'  institutes  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  county. 
There  were  enrolled  over  nine  hundred  teachers.  Our  insing/tors 
were  Drs.  O.  T.  Corson,  A.  C.  Potherinel,  Geo.  P.  Bible,  and  C.  II. 
Albert  and  Profs.  W.  S.  Hertzog  and  Jerry  March,  musical  direc- 
tor. 

The  meeting  of  the  high  school  teachers  in  separate  session  was 
productive  of  good  results.  On  Thursday  of  the  same  week  the 
school  directors  held  their  annual  meeting.  It  too,  was  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  meeting. 

With  thanks  to  all  who  aided  us  in  our  work,  we  submit  our  re- 
port. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


In  submitting  this  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Snyder 
county,  I  would  report  the  year  was  a  period  of  careful  observation 
and  study.     I  have  diligently  inquired  into  the  needs  of  our  schools. 

The  schools  are  not  what  they  should  be  in  some  districts.  This 
is  due  to  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  patrons  and  officials. 
These  districts  are  few,  and  the  reports  received  from  school 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county, 
lead  me  to  be  hopeful  of  a  general  advancement. 

There  are  many  excellent  teachers  in  Snyder  county  and  they  are 
doing  noble  work.  We  have  some  teachers  who  work  with  no  other 
purpose  than  the  salary.  Many  who  hold  provisional  certificates  are 
doing  better  work  in  the  school  room  than  those  with  higher  grade 
certificates. 
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Eighteen  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  and  fifty  ^ 
two  applicants  were  examined,  of  which  sixty-one  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience 19 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 63 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 35 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,   19 

Number  of  teachers  holding  Normal  School  diplomas,  ....  4 

Number  of  College  Graduates,  8 

With  few  exceptions  the  teachers  seemed  to  be  keenly  alive  to  the 
importance  of  their  work.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  are  attending  a  spring  term  at  Normal  Schools  or  the  select 
schools  of  the  county. 

We  have  five  rural  high  schools  and  two  borough  high  schools,  all 
of  them  in  fairly  good  working  order.  Thirty-six  young  men  and 
women  completed  the  course  of  study  and  were  graduated  from  these 
schools  this  spring.  Higher  education  is  growing  in  favor  in  Snyder 
county. 

As  superintendent  of  schools  1  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county 
twice,  some  of  them  the  third  time.  A  large  number  of  directors  ac- 
companied me  on  these  visits. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  in  all  respects  very  success- 
ful. 

The  following  were  the  day  instructors: 

Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  State  Normal  School,  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff,  Susquehanna  University,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 
Prof.  O.  C.  Gortner,  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

The  following  were  the  evening  attractions : 

Lecture  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Green. 

Lecture  by  W.  Quay  Roselle. 

Concert  by  the  Ernest  Gamble  Concert  Company. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  McClure,  Shamokin  Dam,  Kreamer, 
Mt.  Pleasant  Mills,  Port  Trevorton  and  Middleburg,  with  splendid 
results.  Many  patrons  attended  these  meetings,  and  when  the  people 
become  interested  in  such  affairs,  the  result  is  no  longer  in  doubt. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  Middleburg,  January  20-21,  1909.  Seventy-five  out  of  one 
hundred  and  eight  directors  attended  the  sessions.  The  lecturers 
were  Dr.  Hoover,  of  Susquehanna  University,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. ;  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  E.  M.  Baxter,  Mif- 
flinburg,  Pa.     Many  subjects  of  vital  interest  to  the  schools  were  dis- 
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cussed  by  the  directors  present.     The  school  board  of  the  borough  of 
Selinsgrove  has  lengthened  their  school  term  to  nine  months. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Department,  the 
editors  of  the  county  and  the  ministers  of  the  various  churches  for 
the  generous  and  helpful  support  they  have  given  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  Snyder  county.  I  desire  also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
teachers,  the  directors,  the  patrons  and  the  pupils  who  have  sup- 
ported me  in  my  work.  It  is  their  confidence  in  me,  and  their  sym- 
pathy and  interest  which  have  furnished  me  with  the  ambition  and 
confidence  so  essential  to  the  public  official. 


SOMEKSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


A  fair  degree  of  progress  has  been  made  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  during  the  past  year.  In  many  respects  better  results  have 
been  secured  than  in  any  previous  term  of  school.  While  our  prog- 
ress is  by  no  means  all  that  is  desired,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  a  more 
vigourous  educational  sentiment  at  the  close  of  each  succeeding  year. 

In  buildings  a  very  commendable  spirit  of  progress  has  been  shown. 
We  now  have  excellent,  commodious  and  modern  brick  structures  in 
nearly  all  of  our  towns.  These  are  the  products  of  quite  recent  years. 
In  the  rural  districts,  however,  the  advancement  in  the  erection  of 
school  houses  has  not  been  in  harmony  with  the  advancement  that  has 
been  made  in  the  erection  of  public  and  private  buildings  during  the 
last  two  decades.  Unfortunately,  the  old  barn-like  appearance  that 
has  clung  to  our  school  houses  for  so  long  a  time  is  still  too  well  pre- 
served in  the  new  houses.  Larger  and  more  healthful  grounds,  more 
artistic  plans,  vestibules,  papered  or  painted  walls,  fences,  etc.,  are 
things  that  need  particular  attention  in  the  erection  of  school  houses. 
To  create  school  surroundings  in  our  rural  districts  such  that  will 
make  healthy  living  and  healthy  growing  easy  and  natural  seems  far 
from  receiving  the  support  its  importance  deserves. 

One  of  the  hindrances  to  educational  progress  in  our  weaker  dis- 
tricts is  due  to  the  adjustment  of  taxation.  Under  our  law,  aside 
from  the  State  appropriation,  the  bulk  of  the  fund  comes  from  local 
district  taxation.  This  seems  quite  satisfactory  to  the  wealthier  dis- 
tricts where  a  low  rate  of  millage  insures  a  sufficient  amount  of 
money.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  burdensome  to  the  poorer  districts 
where  the  boards  are  yearly  compelled  to  levy  the  full  limit  of  tax 
and  still  are  unable  adequately  to  provide  for  housing  and  schooling 
the  children  under  their  charge.     This  condition  necessitates  the  em- 
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ployinent  of  teachers  at  the  lowest  salaries  and  consequently  brings 
to  the  districts  either  inexperienced  teachers,  who  if  successful  will 
remain  only  one  term,  or  weak  teachers  who  fail  to  get  schools  at 
better  salaries.  Hence  we  have  the  educational  activity  in  these  dis- 
tricts remaining  low  and  unsatisfactory.  lhe  providing  of  funds  is  a 
demand  of  popular  education,  but  it  seems  as  if  the  adjustment  would 
be  more  equitable  if  the  county  would  be  made  the  unit  for  taxation 
instead  of  the  district. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  a  steadily  increasing  efficiency  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  of  the  county.  The  advancement  in  professional 
spirit  has  been  quite  noticeable  during  the  year.  Probably  this  is 
due  to  a  number  of  causes.  The  minimum  salary  law  has  been  an  in- 
centive to  teachers  to  procure  higher  grade  certificates  and  conse- 
quently better  salaries.  The  un enthusiastic  teachers,  in  as  much  as 
no  recognition  was  given  by  many  boards  to  the  higher  grade  certifi- 
cates, at  least  so  far  as  salary  was  concerned,  felt  that  they  had  suf- 
ficient  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  a  license  entitling  them  to  teach. 
The  business  depression  and  reduction  of  salaries  has  to  some  extent 
checked  the  drift  of  the  strong  and  energetic  teachers  who  are  yearly 
attracted  by  the  better  wages  paid  for  employment  in  other  occupa- 
tions. Better  preparation  of  teachers  is  being  stimulated  by  the  ef- 
forts  put  forth  by  the  different  State  Normal  Schools.  We  have  at 
present  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  attending  the  various 
normal  schools  with  the  expectation  of  completing  the  course.  Among 
those  who  are  attending  higher  institutions  are  many  of  our  ablest 
teachers.  These  are  indications  that  our  teachers  are  realizing  lhat 
they  have  not  reached  the  limit  of  their  preparation  and  that  the 
great  work  of  the  teacher  requires  constant  striving  for  a  better  know- 
ledge of  plans  and  methods. 

The  work  done  by  our  high  schools  shows  well.  A  township  high 
school  was  established  at  Friedens,  in  Somerset  township,  and  one 
will  be  established  at  Shanksville,  in  Stonycreek  township  during  the 
coming  year.  We  are  greatly  in  need  of  others  in  districts  where 
the  children  do  not. have  access  to  borough  high  schools.  School 
boards  are  taking  greater  interest  in  high  schools  and  are  realizing 
the  great  benefits  derived,  so  much  so,  that  some  boards  are  willing  to 
establish  them  in  districts  where  public  sentiment,  because  of  the 
benefits  not  being  fully  known,  is  still  opposed.  To  be  convinced  that 
high  schools  are  growing  in  favor  one  need  only  to  attend  the  Com- 
mencement exercises  to  notice  that  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of 
the  graduates  on  these  occasions  shows  that  the  schools  are  becoming 
very  near  to  the  people.  The  tendency  of  doing  away  with  the  work 
of  tl  e  graduates  and  procuring  a  speaker  on  some  general  educational 
topic,  seemingly,  does  not  command  the  appreciation  of  the  audience 
that  the  work  of  the  graduates  does.     However,  the  audience  by  ex- 
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pecting  work  beyond  the  ability  of  the  pupils,  is  blamable  for  the 
deception  which  leads  graduates  on  some  occasions  to  give  produc- 
tions not  their  own.  There  seems  to  be  a  more  noticeable  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  expect  work  within  the  ability  of  the  grad- 
uate than  has  formerly  been  shown. 

Monday,  February  twenty-second,  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day. 
The  observance  of  a  special  day  has  brought  a  healthy  emulation  and 
has  opened  a  more  intimate  co-operation  between  the  schools  and  the 
homes.  It  has  given  an  opportunity  to  bring  before  the  patrons  every 
phase  of  school  work.  In  many  districts  it  has  created  an  atmosphere  of 
activity  that  has  led  to  marked  improvements.  The  bringing  of  par- 
ents, pupils  and  teachers  into  contact  at  these  meetings  does  much 
toward  fitting  the  schools  as  a  place  for  the  mental,  moral  and  physi- 
cal growth  of  the  children.  Its  increased  influence  upon  the  work 
of  teachers  and  pupils  is  more  perceptible  with  each  succeeding  year. 
The  increase  over  last  year  in  the  number  of  visitors  present  on 
Patrons'  Day  being  over  two  thousand,  speaks  well  for  the  effective- 
ness of  the  work  done  and  the  commendable  interest  taken  by  the  pu- 
pils. 

The  County  Institute  remains  an  indispensable  feature  of  the  year's 
work.  This  year  an  almost  perfect  attendance,  not  only  of  the  teach- 
ers, but  of  the  general  public  was  recorded.  An  earnestness  of  pur- 
pose and  harmony  of  action  was  noticeable  in  the  manner  and  at- 
tentiveness  in  which  the  teachers  listened  to  the  lectures  and  discus- 
sions of  able  instructors  in  an  effort  to  qualify  themselves  for  their 
grave  duties  and  responsibilities.  The  fifty-second  annual  session  of 
the  institute  was  held  November  twenty-third  to  November  twenty-sev- 
enth. To  give  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  instruction  we  need 
only  to  mention  such  masters  as  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Hon.  F.  B.  Wil- 
lis, Dr.  J.  D.  Meese,  Dr.  J.  R.  Flickinger,  Prof.  W.  A.  Price  and  Prof. 
Jerry  March,  who  were  with  us. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  never  in  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  the  county  have  we  had  so  large,  enthusiastic  and  spirited 
a  convention  of  directors  as  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Session  of  the 
County  Association,  which  convened  in  the  Court  House  at  Somerset, 
November  25  and  26. 

During  the  year  the  interest  in  local  educational  meetings  has  been 
progressive  in  its  character.  The  educational  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  in  some  of  the  districts  has  been  quite  marked.  As  a 
rule  teachers  manifest  a  decided  interest  in  these  meetings  and  they 
have  passed  beyond  the  point  where  urging  them  to  attend  is  nec- 
essary. 

The  discharge  of  my  official  duties  during  the  year  has  been  made 
pleasant  by  the  kind  treatment,  cordial  support,  and  earnest  co- op- 
eration of  all  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact,  for  which  courtesy 
I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation. 
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SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Keese  Killgore. 


We  are  glad  to  report  a  successful  year's  work  in  the  public  schools 
of  Sullivan  county.  Material  advancement  has  been  made  along  all 
educational  lines,  and  we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  year  just 
closed  was  the  most  successful  of  our  terms  of  office. 

An  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  attendance.  Each  month  we 
published  an  "Honor  Roll"  placing  in  the  order  of  their  attendance 
the  schools  which  attained  the  highest  percentage  of  attendance.  The 
sentiment  thus  aroused  was  most  helpful,  the  schools  attaining  an 
average  percentage  of  attendance  of  90.3  per  cent,  for  the  year. 

The  ten  high  school  principals  and  their  assistants  organized  early 
in  the  term.  Two  meetings  were  held  at  which  questions  pertaining 
to  high  school  work  were  discussed.  The  uniform  high  school  course, 
prepared  last  year  with  the  assistance  of  my  predecessors  Ex-Superin- 
tendents F.  W.  Meylert  and  M.  R.  Black,  has  met  with  most  gratify- 
ing results.  The  year's  experience  has  suggested  some  changes  which 
will  be  made  after  which  we  believe  that  the  efficiency  of  our  high 
schools  will  be  largely  increased. 

The  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  heretofore.  The 
teachers  averaged  seven  meetings,  not  including  the  Annual  Institute. 
These  meetings  have  been  very  helpful  and  will  be  continued. 

The  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  Dushore  during  the  week  of 
December  28,  1908.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Supt.  W. 
W.  Evans,  of  Columbia  county,  and  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett,  of  Pittsburg. 
Rev.  H.  R.  Wilkes  had  charge  of  the  music.  All  of  the  teachers  except 
two  who  could  not  be  present  were  in  attendance.  The  institute  com- 
pared most  favorably  with  previous  institutes  while  the  actual  work 
of  the  institute  was  of  the  kind  best  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
teachers. 

The  Directors  held  their  Annual  Meeting  in  the  Court  House,  La- 
porte,  April  23  and  24.  Supt.  Coughlin,  of  WTilkes-Barre  was  with  us 
and  gave  us  several  most  helpful  and  inspiring  addresses.  The  at- 
tendance and  interest  of  these  meetings  increase  each  year  and  much 
of  the  advancement  in  public  school  interests  in  the  county  is  directly 
attributable  to  them. 

Our  high  schools  continue  to  do  good  work.  Thirty-two  young  men 
and  women  were  graduated  this  year.  High  school  privileges  have 
been  extended  until  today  all  of  our  boys  and  girls  are  provided  with 
good  high  school  facilities.  That  this  is  best  appreciated  is  best  in- 
dicated by  the  yearly  increase  in  high  school  attendance.  The  at- 
tendance in  some  schools  is  small.     This,  however,  cannot  be  avoided- 


No.  5.  SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY.  Ill 

Where  this  condition  prevails  we  find  the  high  school  doing  perhaps 
the  most  good.  Previous  to  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  State  a 
high  school  was  an  impossibility.  These  districts  are  poor  and  they 
could  not  provide  the  necessary  funds.  The  high  school  appropria- 
tion overcomes  this  difficulty  and,  having  established  the  schools,  the 
boys  and  girls  are  now  receiving  that  of  which  they  have  too  long 
been  deprived.  The  efficiency  of  a  high  school  can  never  be  measured 
by  its  attendance  and  we  most  sincerely  regret  the  enactment  of  the 
law  which  deprives  our  small  schools,  those  in  fact  which  most  need 
it,  of  the  high  school  appropriation.  Its  effect  will  be  to  close  some 
of  our  schools;  and  parents,  unable  to  pay  board  in  remote  schools, 
will  keep  their  children  at  home,  thus  depriving  them  of  high  school 
advantages. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work. 
Teachers,  parents,  directors  and  the  general  public  have  united  in  a 
co-operation  which  must  make  for  advancement.  The  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  has  beeu  most  helpful  and  we  desire  to  give  all  an 
expression  of  our  appreciation  and  regard.  Not  the  least  helpful  has 
been  the  public  press  which  has  been  most  liberal  in  opening  its  col- 
umns to  anything  of  interest  to  those  concerned  in  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  county.  We  feel  that  we  have  a  most  delightful  field  of 
labor  and  can  wish  for  our  fellow  superintendents  no  greater  blessing 
than  the  privilege  of  working  with  and  for  a  people  as  helpful  and  ap- 
preciative as  the  good  people  of  Sullivan  county. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Stearns. 


We  feel  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been  reasonably  successful. 
Few  serious  failures  have  been  reported,  and  teachers'  meetings  and 
associations  have  continued  to  grow  in  numbers  and  interest.  A  few 
teachers  have  attended  summer  schools  of  methods,  thus  evincing  a 
desire  to  improve.  Directors  are  using  more  care  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  feeling  that  the  recent  increase  in  salaries  warrants  them  in 
demanding  more  efficient  service.  Teachers  of  successful  experience 
are  remaining  with  us,  and  we  are  even  having  some  inquiries  from 
good  teachers  from  our  sister  State.  This  places  us  in  a  position  to 
insist  upon  higher  professional  qualifications.  The  scholastic  re- 
quirements have,  in  the  past,  been  greatly  in  advance  of  the  profess- 
ional requisites.  The  latter  must  be  more  strongly  emphasized  in  the 
future. 
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Last  September  we  placed  in  the  bands  of  tbe  teacbers  a  course  of 
study  for  nine  years  of  seven  inontbs  each.  Our  means  would  not  per- 
mit us  to  print  more  than  a  suggestive  outline,  but  we  recommended 
the  Illinois  or  the  New  York  state  courses  to  assist  teacbers  in  ampli- 
fying their  work.  (Sorry  we  could  not  refer  to  a  Pennsylvania 
course.)  Uniform  examination  questions  were  sent  to  each  school  at 
the  middle  and  close  of  the  term  covering  the  work  recommended  for 
the  four  highest  grades.  These  questions  assisted  teachers  in  classify- 
ing their  pupils.  At  the  close  of  the  year  each  teacher  was  asked  to 
fill  out  a  classification  blank  recommending  the  work  of  each  pupil 
for  next  year.  One  copy  was  to  be  left  in  the  school  room  and  a  dupli- 
cate copy  sent  to  us.  The  greater  number  did  this,  though  a  few 
failed.  This  yearly  classification  should  be  made  just  as  much  a  part 
of  the  teachers'  work  as  is  making  out  the  monthly  report,  and  we 
know  of  no  better  place  for  it  than  in  the  regular  monthly  report 
book.  We  believe  blank  pages  for  such  purposes  should  be  a  feature 
of  said  book. 

Uniform  examinations  were  given  at  the  close  of  the  rural  schools 
under  the  supervision  of  the  high  school  principals  and  myself,  for 
high  school  entrance.  About  twenty-live  were  granted  certificates, 
and  some  of  those  who  failed  have  attended  school  since  and  will  try 
for  entrance  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

We  believe  the  high  school  is  helping  to  hold  pupils  in  the  schools, 
it  being  an  incentive  to  many  to  go  on  in  the  educational  work. 

Our  high  schools  were  greatly  helped  by  the  high  school  inspec 
tor,  Prof.  Koch.  While  he  was  unable  to  visit  all  our  schools,  his  sug- 
gestions gave  us  something  definite  to  work  for,  and  will  have  the  ef- 
fect of  making  the  work  more  uniform  instead  of  following  the  pref- 
erences of  ever  changing  teachers. 

The  attendance  has,  we  believe,  been  improved  during  tbe  past  year. 
We  made  an  especial  appeal  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  teachers 
and  pupils  seemed  to  enter  at  once  into  our  plan  for  improving  the  at- 
tendance. About  five  per  cent,  of  those  enrolled  were  present  every 
day  of  tbe  term. 

The  Susquehanna  County  Historical  and  Free  Library  Association 
placed  several  circulating  libraries  at  the  disposal  of  the  schools. 
These  were  in  constant  demand,  and  were  greatly  appreciated  by 
teachers,  pupils  and  the  community  in  which  they  circulated. 

The  burden  of  taxation  bears  heavily  upon  some  of  our  sparsely 
settled  towns,  and  four  districts  were  obliged  to  close  their  schools 
at  the  end  of  six  months.  The  collector  in  one  of  these,  Oakland 
township,  called  my  attention  to  the  taxes  of  1908.  One  farm  which 
rents  for  $150  per  year  paid  $138.97  in  taxes,  $47.25  being  for  school 
purposes.  The  cost  per  pupil  in  this  district  was  $4.00  per  month. 
Such  districts  need  some  special  support  from  tbe  State. 
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All  country  districts  need  closer  supervision  than  one  individual 
can  possibly  give  them  when  much  of  his  time  must  be  devoted  to  work 
of  a  purely  clerical  nature.  Large  boroughs  find  that  supervision 
pays.  It  is  needed  fully  as  much  in  the  country  districts,  and  the 
State  should  provide  for  it  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  ''State  course 
of  study"  and  "closer  supervision,"  features  of  the  "New  Code"  pro- 
posed to  the  last  Legislature,  appealed  to  us  very  forcibly,  and  we 
hope  to  see  such  provisions  a  fact  in  the  near  future. 

In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many  favors  re- 
ceived from  our  co-workers  in  the  various  educational  fields. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  E.  Longstreet. 


The  year  just  closed  has  not  been  marked  by  any  startling  improve- 
ments, but  we  believe  there  has  been  steady  progress  along  all  educa- 
tional lines.  Increased  interest  in  our  schools  on  the  part  of  school 
officers  and  patrons  has  been  in  evidence,  and  teachers  and  pupils 
have  been  faithful  to  their  work.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been 
very  satisfactory  in  most  districts.  Over  five  hundred  certificates  of 
award  have  been  given  for  perfect  attendance. 

During  the  year  seventeen  educational  meetings  have  been  held, 
viz:  The  Annual  County  Institute,  The  County  Directors'  Association, 
the  Annual  Teachers'  Association  and  fourteen  local  institutes.  The 
teachers,  with  few  exceptions  were  active  at  these  meetings,  which 
were  well  attended,  and  the  interest  in  every  instance  was  most  ex- 
cellent. The  instructors  at  the  annual  institute  were  Drs.  C.  C.  El- 
lis, Byron  King,  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  O.  T.  McClain  and  Prof.  T. 
L.  Gibson.  The  speakers  at  the  Directors'  Association  were  David 
F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  Prof.  O.  T.  Gortner,  Francis  M.  Sheffer,  Chas.  Lose 
and  the  County  Superintendent. 

The  work  of  both  Teachers'  Association  and  local  institutes  was 
done  almost  entirely  by  our  county  teachers,  and  in  every  case  the 
program  was  thoughtfully  arranged,  and  the  teachers  acquitted  them- 
selves most  creditably.  The  institute  at  Blossburg  especially  was 
marked  by  a  large  attendance  of  teachers,  and  by  the  presence  of  sev- 
eral members  of  that  Board.  It  was  a  helpful  meeting.  I  note  that 
these  institutes  have  been  in  a  large  measure  an  inspiration  and  help 
to  our  teachers. 
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An  interesting  Memorial  service  for  Prof.  M.  F.  Cass,  who  died 
November  17,  1908,  constituted  a  part  of  the  program  of  the  Teachers' 
Association,  quite  a  large  number  of  his  friends  taking  part.  Prof. 
Cass  was  for  several  years  a  prominent  teacher  and  educator  of  the 
county.  Besides  teaching  in  the  rural  schools,  he  held  the  principal- 
ship  of  Lawrenceville,  Nelson  and  Elkland  schools  respectively.  For 
three  terms  he  was  superintendent  of  this  county.  All  of  these  places 
he  filled  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  position  he  occupied. 
He  was  an  earnest,  energetic,  inspiring  teacher,  an  excellent  school 
officer,  a  faithful  friend  and  an  exemplary  citizen.  For  several  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  clerical  force  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction. 

The  coming  year  Charleston  township  will  test  the  practicability 
of  Centralization  of  Schools  in  the  hill  districts  of  this  county.  They 
have  a  fine  six  room  building,  complete  in  equipment,  in  process  of 
construction.  The  most  model  wagons,  made  especially  for  the  pur- 
pose, will  be  used  in  the  transportation  of  the  children.  The  direc- 
tors are  making  every  effort  to  give  the  patrons  an  excellent,  up-to-date 
high  school,  and  to  make  the  enterprise  in  every  way  a  success.  Sev- 
eral other  districts  have  the  establishment  of  high  schools  under  con- 
sideration. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  313  schools,  examined  305  appli- 
cants for  provisional  certificates  and  11  applicants  for  professional 
certificates,  attended  18  educational  meetings,  and  attended  to  a 
large  and  increasing  correspondence  . 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
advancement  of  our  educational  interests,  and  especially  acknowledge 
the  many  courtesies  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


In  submitting  this  my  first  report  to  the  Department,  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  progress  shown  during  the  year  has 
indeed  been  gratifying.  Nothing  particular  startling  has  occurred 
to  change  or  retard  the  work  of  education.  Our  county  has  never 
been  "The  first  by  whom  the  new  is  tried ;  nor  yet  the  last  to  lav  the 
old  aside." 

School  Houses. 

The  school  property  of  the  several  districts  is  generally  in  good 
condition.  In  a  few  districts,  it  seems  the  building  is  to  be  admired 
from  the  outside,  while  the  walls  and  ceilings  need  the  attention  of  a 
painter. 
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The  esthetic  taste  should  be  cultivated  and  I  am  quite  sure,  much 
could  be  accomplished  along  this  line,  if  the  interior  of  all  our  school 
rooms  would  be  made  as  pleasant  and  cheerful  as  the  best  room  in  our 
homes. 

A  few  of  the  teachers  have  beautified  their  rooms  at  their  own 
expense  which  in  every  instance  has  proved  a  benefit  to  the  school. 

With  each  school  should  be  a  well  drained  and  nicely  graded  play- 
ground. Appropriate  exercises  were  held  on  Arbor  day  throughout 
the  county  and  there  are  but  a  few  school  plots  that  do  not  have  a 
growing  tree  on  it. 

High  Schools. 

Lewisburg,  Prof.  C.  F.  Dewire,  principal,  graduated  a  class  of  eight 
gentlemen  and  four  ladies ;  Mifflinburg,  Prof  A.  R  Gilbert,  principal, 
graduated  a  class  of  five  ladies  and  one  gentleman.  Since  the  term 
has  been  lengthened  to  nine  months  in  Mifflinburg  borough,  the  work 
can  be  done  more  satisfactory  in  the  high  school  as  well  as  in  the 
grades. 

The  two  township  high  schools  have  been  doing  most  excellent  work 
this  year.  Lewis  and  Hartley  districts  are  to  be  congratulated  that 
they  saw  the  vision  of  high  school  possibilities,  several  years  ago,  and 
now  they  have  passed  the  experimental  stage.  The  patrons  in  these 
districts  look  with  pride  on  these  schools  and  the  direct  effect  it  has 
had  on  the  other  school  is  marked,  since  it  gives  something  for  which 
to  work. 

Hartley  High  School,  Prof.  D.  P.  Stapleton,  principal,  graduated 
a  class  of  three  gentlemen.  Just  a  few  days  prior  to  the  close  of  the 
term,  the  principal  met  with  a  serious  accident,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary for  the  superintendent  to  finish  the  term. 

Lewis  High  School,  Prof.  E.  W.  Showers,  principal,  graduated  a 
class  of  seven  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  attendance  of  the  general  public  at  these  graduating  exercises 
shows  the  interest  taken  by  the  citizens  in  the  cause  of  Secondary 
Education. 

Several  of  the  larger  districts  should  have  township  high  schools 
and  it  is  hoped  that  such  schools  may  be  organized  in  the  near  future. 
The  amount  of  money  paid  by  these  districts  to  districts  maintaining 
high  schools,  is  almost  sufficient  to  support  a  school  of  their  own. 

Township  Examinations. 

Public  examinations  were  held  in  Buffola,  West  Buffalo,  East  Buf- 
falo, Gregg,  Kelly  and  White  Deer  townships.  Fifty-four  young  la- 
dies and  gentlemen  were  granted  diplomas  and  certificates  to  enter 
high  schools. 

Graduating  excercises  were  held  in  Kelly  and  White  Deer  districts, 
which  were  well  attended  by  patrons  and  citizens. 
10 
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Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  conducted  sixteen  regular  ex- 
aminations and  one  special  examination,  at  all  of  which  were  exam- 
ined one  hundred  and  eight  applicants.  We  believe  in  a  high  stand- 
ard and  because  of  it  quite  a  few  applicants  fell  by  the  way.  Of  the 
younger  class  of  teachers,  about  eighty  per  cent,  attended  a  school  of 
some  kind  during  the  spring  and  summer. 

Educational  Meetings. 

One  of  the  largest  gatherings  of  the  year,  was  the  meeting  held  by 
the  Historical  Society  at  Dreisbach  church  last  October.  The  day 
was  ideal  and  a  vast  assemblage  of  people  gathered  to  witness  the  un- 
veiling of  a  monument  in  honor  of  U.  S.  Senator  McCall,  one  of  the 
earlier  senators  of  our  country. 

The  public  schools  of  several  districts  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
exercise. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  Gregg  and  Limestone  districts.  Two 
schools  in  Kelly  district  held  flag  raisings  with  appropriate  exercise 
to  which  the  public  was  invited.  In  both  instances  the  pupils  fur- 
nished everything. 

Each  district  of  the  county  is  organized  into  teachers'  meetings, 
which  meet  generally  twice  a  month,  for  study,  general  discussion  and 
the  intermingling  of  ideas. 

The  county  association  held  two  meetings,  the  first  at  Mifflinburg, 
addressed  by  Prof.  E.  M.  Baxter,  the  second  at  New  Berlin,  addressed 
by  Hon.  Albert  Johnson.  The  larger  part  of  the  program  was  in 
each  case,  papers  and  discussions  which  pertains  to  the  bettering  of 
the  cause  of  education  in  our  county.  Seventy-eight  per  cent,  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county  are  members. 

The  superintendent  asked  that  February  12  be  observed  in  the 
schools  throughout  the  county  as  "Patrons'  Day,"  that  a  special  ef- 
fort be  made  to  get  the  patrons  out  to  see  the  school  in  its  work  and 
to  enjoy  the  exercises  prepared  for  the  day.  The  result  was  encour- 
aging, for  the  interest  manifest  by  patrons  after  this  observance,  was 
in  evidence  everywhere.  .' 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute,  held  at  Lewisburg  from  December  28  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  was  one  especially  prepared  for  inspiration  of  which  we  be- 
lieve the  teacher  is  ever  in  need.  The  instructors  were  T.  S.  Lowden, 
Ph.  D.,  Ohio  University;  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Ph.  D.,  Shippensburg  State 
Normal ;  John  I.  Woodruff,  Lift.  D.,  Susquehanna  University;  Prof.  E. 
M.  Baxter,  Mifflinburg;  Miss  Sarah  B.  Barber,  Bristol  School,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.      Prof.  A.  P.  Gilbert  gave  a  very  fine  talk  on  "Merchant 
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of  Venice."  Evening  entertainments,  T.  S.  Lowden,  "Around  the 
Bay  of  Naples."  Kev.  Mattison  W.  Chase,  "Big  Bugs  and  Big  Hum- 
bugs." Koland  Dwight  Grant,  D.  D.,  "Snakes  in  Paradise."  "The 
Maude  Willis  Company."  The  music  was  conducted  by  Kev.  D.  N. 
Miller  and  wife. 

Prof.  H.  W.  Firth,  principal  of  Union  Seminary  has  an  enrollment 
of  150.  During  the  spring  term  he  conducted  a  normal,  which  was 
well  attended  by  young  teachers  from  our  county. 

Bucknell  University,  Academy  and  Seminary,  completed  a  most  suc- 
cessful year,  graduating  a  class  of  eighty-four  from  the  college  depart- 
ment and  also  large  classes  in  the  other  departments.  The  attendance 
during  the  year  was  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  We  feel  that 
the  University  gives  our  public  schools  an  impetus  which  can  not  be 
over-estimated.  The  University  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  death 
of  Wm.  Gretzinger,  A.  M.,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  so  ably 
filled  the  office  of  Registrar  and  the  increase  in  the  enrollment  was 
due  largely  to  his  efforts. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  January  28  and  was  attended 
by  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  directors  of  the  county.  Supt.  Eli  M. 
Rapp  gave  two  addresses,  which  were  very  fine,  being  full  of  practical 
suggestions  coming  from  one  full  of  experience.  A  number  of  papers 
were  read  by  the  directors  which  were  followed  by  general  discussions. 
For  the  directors,  we  wish  to  say  that  they  do  their  work  conscien- 
tiously, having  the  good  of  the  child  in  mind,  all  the  while.  Death 
entered  the  directors'  ranks  and  removed  Messrs.  Libby  and  Culton, 
both  energetic  men,  and  we  feel  that  the  cause  of  education  has  sus- 
tained a  loss.  The  superintendent  has  been  accompanied  on  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  visits  by  directors. 

Teachers. 

Our  teachers  are  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  ir.  but  a  few  execptions  have  been  very  successful  in  the 
school  room. 

All  realize  the  importance  of  scholarship  and  those  who  are  able 
during  spring  and  summer,  attend  some  school  or  college,  while  those 
who  cannot  go,  improve  and  keep  in  breast  with  the  times  by  pro- 
fessional reading.  We  have  lost  from  time  to  time  some  of  our  best 
teachers  who  can  get  positions  elsewhere,  where  the  salary  is  larger 
and  the  term  longer.  Last  year  we  were  glad  to  welcome  back  into 
the  profession,  several  who  had  been  employed  in  the  industrial 
world.  The  teacher,  who  is  enthusiastic,  has  high  ideals  and  not 
afraid  to  do  work  for  definite  ends,  will  succeed.  We  are  pleased 
to  report  no  failures  during  the  year ;  one  resignation  which  was  un- 
called for.  It  gave  us  much  satisfaction  to  see  the  excellent  order 
maintained  by  our  first  term  teachers.  The  Bible  is  read  in  each 
school  in  the  county. 
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In  concluding  this  my  first  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation for  the  kindly  advice  given  me  by  the  Department,  of  the  as- 
sistance, kindness  and  hospitality  extended  by  the  directors  and 
friends  of  education  and  especially  the  assurances  of  hearty  co  op- 
eration in  the  future.  The  readiness  of  the  teachers  to  co-operate 
with  me  in  my  work  has  given  me  much  joy  and  the  encouragement  of 
the  press  of  the  county  for  the  cause  of  education  has  been  an  in- 
spiration to  all. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  schools  of  the  county  have  done  reasonably  good  work  this 
year.  The  people  in  this  couuty,  as  elsewhere  in  general,  are  demand- 
ing more  of  the  public  schools  than  they  formerly  did.  Here,  at  least, 
there  is  more  care  taken  in  the  selection  of  men  for  school  directors 
who  in  turn  try  to  secure  the  most  efficient  teachers  possible  for  their 
schools.  Many  of  the  teachers  are  doing  valuble  study  in  proivate 
and  in  schools  and  are  meeting  satisfactorily  these  larger  demands  of 
their  directors  and  patrons. 

The  teachers  took  advantage  of  one  of  the  best  opportunities  that 
we  ever  had  of  interesting  our  schools  in  the  biographical  study  of 
Lincoln.  The  date  for  our  Patrons'  Day  was  set  for  February  12. 
The  pupils  were  interested  in  this  matter,  and  gave  excellent  literary 
programs  on  this  day.  In  nearly  every  district  some  citizen,  gen- 
erally an  old  soldier,  gave  an  adress  very  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
Patrons'  Day  is  proving  to  be  one  of  the  most  useful  in  the  whole 
year  with  us. 

There  were  seventeen  local  institutes  held  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  The  attendance  of  teachers  and  directors  was  larger  than 
usual.  The  attendance  of  the  citizens  of  the  communities  in  which 
these  institutes  were  held  with  one  or  two  exceptions  was  very  good. 
The  interest  taken  in  these  meetings  is  very  commendable. 

We  did  this  year  as  was  done  last  year  in  asking  each  minister  in 
the  county  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  first  Sunday  in  September 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  common  school.  The  ministers  without 
an  exception  very  heartily  endorsed  this  plan,  and  in  nearly  every 
instance  complied  with  the  request. 

Clintonville  boro  organized  a  high  school,  and  Eichmond  township 
lengthened  the  course  of  study  in  its  high  school  by  one  year. 

There  were  fifty-five  students  graduated  from  the  boro  and  town- 
ship high  schools  of  the  county. 


No.  5.  WARREN  COUNTY.  119 

The  examinations  for  the  eighth  grade  pupils  were  uniform  as  to 
date  and  questions.  The  examination  was  held  on  April  3rd.  Two 
hundred  thirty -five  pupils  passed  this  examination  successfully.  This 
is  the  largest  number  of  pupils  that  we  have  ever  had  pass  this 
examination  in  any  one  year. 

Sandycreek  township  and  Richland  township  each  built  one  new 
cne-roomed  school  house  during  the  year. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  Annual  Convention  in 
Franklin,  January  19  and  20.  This  is  the  first  year  that  the  associa- 
tion has  tried  the  two  daj^  program  plan.  It  proved  to  be  much  more 
satisfactory  than  the  old  plan.  The  program  was  made  up  chiefly 
of  discussions  and  addresses  by  the  members  of  the  association. 
Superintendent  F.  F.  Foltz  of  Mercer  county,  made  an  excellent 
address  for  the  convention.  The  program  for  the  evening  session 
was  a  lecture  by  ex-Governor  J.  Frank  Hanley  of  Indiana. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Franklin,  December 
14-18.  This  institute  was  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  excellence  of 
Venango  county  institutes.  The  day  instructors  were  as  follows: 
Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Louisville, 
Kentucky ;  Superintendent  Henry  Pease,  Titusville,  Pa. ;  Attorney 
Clinton  D.  Higby,  Erie,  Pa. ;  Edward  R.  Gowan,  Edinboro,  Pa.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott; 
Edmund  Vance  Cooke;  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Green;  Gertrude  Miller  Con- 
cert Company. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  assistance  of  all  of  the  factors  lhat 
have  helped  in  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  office.  We 
thank  the  teachers  and  the  directors  and  those  interested  in  the  public 
schools  in  general  for  their  loyalty  and  support;  the  press  for  its 
interest  as  shown  in  its  reports  given  all  of  our  educational  meetings ; 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kindnesses  through 
the  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.   S.  Knapp. 


It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pleasure  that  we  give  a  general  review  of 
the  school  work  in  Warren  county  for  the  past  year.  While  the 
schools  of  the  county  in  general  have  been  making  progress  from 
year  to  year,  and  the  children  of  the  various  districts  have  been 
afforded  the  best  possible,  regardless  of  cost  to  the  taxpayers,  and  the 
personal  sacrifice  of  the  parents,  yet  we  believe  that  great  strides 
for  the  betterment  of  conditions  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year.     There  are  various  reasons  for  this  rapid  advancement  chief 
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among  which  are :  the  State  provisions  regarding  sanitary  conditions, 
minimum  salary  law,  and  the  State  inspection  of  high  schools. 

Sanitation. 

There  is  no  reason  why  Warren  county,  situated  as  it  is  in  a  hilly 
district,  abounding  in  springs  of  pure  water  and  with  its  numerous 
streams  for  drainage,  with  no  large  centres  of  population  and 
comparatively  free  from  settlement  by  those  peoples  of  southern 
Europe  among  whom  contagious  diseases  are  most  apt  to  originate 
and  spread,  should  not  be  one  of  the  most  healthful  counties  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  we  believe  it  is.  Yet  there  are  many 
things  concerning  the  health  of  a  community  of  seeming  little  im- 
portance to  the  busy  father,  mother  or  school  director  which,  if  not 
looked  after  by  an  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose,  might 
result  in  permanent  injury  to  the  health  of  the  children  of  the  most 
favored  districts.  We  believe  that  the  health  officers  of  Warren 
county  have  faithfully  performed  their  duty  and  we  are  sure  that  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  many  schools  and  outbuildings  have  been 
bettered  because  of  their  visits.  We  believe  that  the  stove  jacket  if 
rightly  installed  is  a  wise  provision.  AYe  luive  visited  schools  where 
they  were  in  use  and  others  where  there  was  no  jacket.  We  are  sure 
that  the  diffusion  of  heat  throughout  the  room  is  more  eqnsl  where 
the  jacket  is  used  than  when  it  is  not. 

Minimum  Salary  Law. 

Although  the  minimum  salary  law  lias  been  in  operation  for  the 
past  two  years,  it  was  possibly  not  until  the  last  year  that  any 
material  benefits  to  the  schools  have  been  derived  therefrom,  and 
far  greater  benefits  are  yet  to  be  had.  It  was  only  a  few  years  ago 
that  teachers  were  so  scarce  in  Warren  county  that  there  were  hardly 
applicants  enough  for  certificates  to  fill  the  schools,  and  the  county 
superintendent  was  often  called  upon  to  procure  teachers  for  school 
boards  thai  had  exhausted  their  list  of  applications.  During  the  year 
1907-08  the  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants  was  small,  but  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  determined  to  fit  themselves 
for  the  teaching  profession  because  of  the  increased  salary  was  large. 
Last  year  the  first  "crop"  was  ready  for  harvest  as  the  list  of  one 
hundred  ninety-eight  applicants  for  certificates  in  addition  to  the 
large  classes  graduated  from  the  Normal  Schools  would  show.  We 
have  on  our  List  of  teachers  for  the  coming  year  several  who  had  been 
successful  in  the  school  room  in  years  past,  but  who  had  dropped  out 
on  account  of  the  low  salaries  paid.  The  county  superintendent  of 
to-day  should  recognize  the  existing  conditions  and  raise  the  require- 
ments for  certificates  as  he  need  not  fear  a  scarcity  of  teachers.  The 
teachers  themselves,   are  realizing  the  conditions  and  are  making 
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efforts  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  positions  they  seek  by  attending 
normal  schools,  summer  schools,  reading  books  on  the  theory  of 
teaching,  attending  and  taking  part  in  local  institutes,  and  by  making 
their  presence  felt  in  whatever  way  they  can  for  the  plrysical,  mental 
and  moral  advancement  of  the  young  people  of  the  districts  in  which 
they  ma}T .  be  located. 

We  have  a  few  districts  that  paid  higher  than  the  minimum  salary 
law  of  $35  in  1906  for  their  district  teachers,  who  do  not  derive  any 
financial  benefit  from  the  present  law.  We  feel  that  the  law  should 
be  so  amended  that  districts  that  did  not  wait  to  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  higher  salary  should  receive  the  same  benefit  as  those  that 
raised  the  salary  only  by  reason  of  the  law.  We  feel  that  it  would 
be  just  for  the  State  to  pay  every  school  wherein  only  the  '"grades" 
are  taught  the  difference  between  the  minimum  salary  of  190G  and 
the  present  minimum  salary  regardless  of  the  salary  paid  in  1906. 

High  Schools  and  High  School  Inspection. 

There  were  seventeen  organized  high  schools  in  Warren  county  in 
1907,  all  having  at  least  one  teacher  qualified  according  to  law  to 
teach  the  same.  We  were  somewhat  perturbed  when  we  received 
word  from  the  State  Department  in  answer  to  inquiry  as  to  why 
certain  districts  had  not  received  their  high  school  appropriation  that 
they  were  "held  up  for  inspection,"  but  we  felt  proud  of  the  high 
standing  of  our  schools  when  all  but  two  were  recognized  as  doing 
a  sufficient  amount  of  high  school  work  to  entitle  them  to  the  appro- 
priation. These  two  were  refused  on  account  of  the  small  number 
of  pupils  doing  high  school  work,  together  with  a  large  amount 
of  "grade"  work  done  by  the  high  school  teacher.  The  visits  of  the 
inspectors  has  resulted  in  great  benefit  to  every  high  school  in  the 
county.  We  hope  they  may  visit  us  again  this  year  and  we  feel  sure 
that  they  will  be  able  to  note  improvement  all  along  the  line. 

Last  year  we  had  two  schools  of  the  first  grade,  three  of  the  second 
grade,  and  ten  of  the  third  grade.  This  year  we  hope  to  have  four 
qualify  for  first  grade  under  the  new  classification,  or  ruling,  two 
for  second  and  twelve  for  third  grade. 

The  school  buildings  of  Warren  county  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  other  counties.  Sheffield  spent  several  thousand  dollars 
for  new  fire  escapes,  cement  walks,  new  sewage  disposal  and  new 
furnaces.  The  four-room  addition  built  in  1907,  is  already  filled 
and  another  building  will  likely  have  to  be  erected  soon  to  accommo- 
date the  children  of  the  rapidly  growing  and  prosperous  town  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county. 

Freehold  township  has  let  the  contract  for  a  four-room  modern 
brick  building  and  will  have  it  ready  for  occupancy  some  time  in  the 
fall.  Other  districts  have  improved  their  property  with  paint,  slate 
black-boards,  and  single  seats. 
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County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  October  2G-30.  The  superintendent 
was  very  much  pleased  at  the  large  enrollment  of  teachers,  about 
98  per  cent,  being  present.  The  percentage  of  attendance  of  those 
enrolled  was  about  99  per  cent.  We  consider  this  a  very  good 
showing  and  a  fair  proof  that  teachers  were  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  week.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  Dr.  J.  W.  Perrin,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Superintendent  W.  E. 
Pierce,  Bidgway,  Pa.,  Prof  Welsh  of  Clarion  Normal  School,  and 
Prof.  Gehring  of  Edinboro.  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney  of  the  Warren 
Conservatorv  of  Music  had  charge  of  the  singing.  The  evening  num- 
bers were:  The  Bostonia  Sextette,  Gamble  Concert  Co.,  and  Dr. 
J.  Leonard  Levy,  who  gave  his  noted  lecture,  "Marching  On." 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  School  Directors  of  Warren 
county  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  auditorium,  Warren,  Pa.,  December 
17th.  This  was  the  largest  attended  convention  of  the  kind  ever  held 
in  Warren  county,  117  directors  being  present.  Dr.  M.  V.  Ball 
gave  an  interestiug  talk  on  sanitation,  and  directors  Sampson,  of 
Irvine,  Ruland  of  North  Warren,  and  Schrambling  of  Columbus  town- 
ship gave  talks  on  qualifications  of  a  teacher,  Moral  Obligation 
of  Teachers  to  Fulfill  their  Contract  with  Directors,  and  Professional 
Beading,  respectively.  As  the  leading  points  of  these  talks  were 
published  in  the  Warren  County  School  Journal,  the  teachers  of  the 
county  realized  what  was  expected  of  them,  and  much  good  has 
resulted.  Dr.  Thomas  P.  Hunt  of  State  College  gave  the  principal 
talk  of  the  day  on.  Agriculture  in  our  Common  and  Secondary 
Schools.  The  paper  was  well  prepared  and  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
convention  that  agriculture  should  be  introduced  into  the  secondary 
schools  of  farming  districts. 

C.  E.  Buland  and  J.  W.  Elliott  were  elected  delegates  to  the  State 
Convention  a'.  Harrisburg  to  assist  in  the  ante-mortem  examination  of 
the  "School  Code." 

Local  Institutes. 

The  local  institute  is  a  factor  in  educational  growth  in  Warren 
county.  There  were  seven  of  these  meetings  held  during  the  school 
year.  On  account  of  bad  weather  the  attendance  at  some  was  small, 
but  at  Glade.  Sheffield  and  Russell  over  one-fourth  of  the  teachers 
of  the  county  were  present.    We  think  this  a  very  good  showing. 

The  Indian  School  at  Cornplanter  was  well  attended  and  was 
ably  directed  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Griswold  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
school  for  the  past  two  years.  Mrs.  Griswold  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  educational  and  moral  welfare  of  the  community  and  the 
results  of  her  labors  were  verv  satisfactory. 
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It  was  the  intention  of  the  county  superintendent  to  call  upon 
each  of  the  312  schools  of  the  county  during  the  year,  but  we  are  not 
yet  used  to  formal  calls  and  in  several  cases  really  visited  the  schools, 
two  hundred  eighty-five  having  been  reached  in  this  manner.  The 
visits  usually  lasted  from  one  hour  to  one  hour  and  a  half. 

We  attended  the  County  Institute  of  Forest  county,  and  spent 
about  three  days  at  Harrisburg  during  the  directors'  and  superinten- 
dents' convention.  We  are  sorry  that  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
our  pocketbook  would  not  allow  us  to  attend  the  convention  at  Beth- 
lehem, but  have  perused  with  much  profit  the  papers  read  at  the 
different  sessions. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  K.  Crumrine. 


In  submitting  this,  our  first  report  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools 
of  Washington  county,  we  are  not  in  position  to  rightly  compare  the 
work  of  this  year  with  that  done  in  previous  years,  but  we  wish 
to  recognize  the  high  and  efficient  work  of  our  predecessor,  Prof. 
F.  R.  Hall,  in  his  efforts  to  better  systematize  and  grade  our  schools. 
In  taking  up  the  duties  of  the  office,  we  found  the  schools  in  good 
condition.  A  commendable  spirit  of  co-operation  existed  between 
the  superintendent  and  his  teachers.  The  directors,  for  the  most 
part,  were  competent  and  enthusiastic.  The  patrons  were  interested 
and  the  local  press  was  influential  in  advancing  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. We  found  the  environments  favorable,  and  have  used  our  best 
efforts  to  continue  the  situation,  and  improve  it  wherever  possible. 

During  the  year,  it  has  been  our  earnest  effort  to  bring  our  teachers 
to  realize  that  it  is  by  individual  efficiency,  a  definite  purpose  in  view 
and  hard  honest  work  that  the  best  results  may  be  obtained.  In  the 
encouragement  of  the  teachers  to  better  qualify  themselves,  the 
directors  have  been  an  active  force.  Believing  that  skill  in  teaching 
should  be  rewarded  by  better  pay,  some  of  the  districts  increased  the 
wages  and  the  length  of  term,  and  by  so  doing  these  districts  com- 
manded the  best  teachers.  We  still  have  too  many  districts  that  are 
satisfied  in  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  law  with  reference  to 
salary  and  the  length  of  the  term.  Perhaps  the  greatest  hindrance 
to  rapid  progress  in  the  rural  districts  is  the  frequent  change  of 
teachers.  In  the  rural  schools  especially  do  we  need  every  induce- 
ment that  will  aid  them  in  keeping  pace  with  the  graded  schools  of 
the  towns.  We  have  many  earnest  and  faithful  teachers  in  the  rural 
schools  but  they  remain  only  a  short  time,  until  they  are  called  to 
the  towns  and  cities.     The  country  districts  need  wages  that  will 
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justify  young  people  to  enter  the  profession  and  remain  in  it,  so 
that  their  schools  will  not  simply  be  training  places  for  town  schools. 

In  many  of  the  districts  much  attention  has  been  given  to  beautify- 
ing of  school  houses  and  grounds.  We  hope  to  create  an  interest  in 
many  other  districts  along  this  same  line.  Many  of  the  school 
grounds  should  receive  more  attention  during  the  summer.  They 
should  be  among  the  beauty  spots  of  rural  scenery. 

Donora  borough  erected  a  tine  brick  building  supplied  with  the 
best  modern  conveniences  and  equipment.  The  structure  is  a  credit 
to  the  directors,  and  speaks  well  for  the  educational  enterprise  of 
the  community.  Peters  township  built  a  one-roomed  brick  building. 
Modern  frame  buildings,  one  in  Cross  Creek,  two  in  Anwell,  and  one 
in  Union  township,  were  erected  during  the  year.  East  Washington 
built  an  annex  containing  two  rooms  to  their  building,  and  put  in 
an  up-to-date  heating  and  ventilating  plant  for  the  entire  building. 
An  annex  of  two  rooms  was  built  to  Wylie  Avenue  school  in  Canton 
township.  Several  other  buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
were  repaired  and  painted. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  were  spirited  and  suggestive. 
The  annual  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December 
1  t,  L908,  and  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
our  county.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffat,  Washington, 
Pa. ;  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton,  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee;  Mis.  Mary  G.  Noss,  California,  Ta. ;  Dr.  Frank  B. 
Willis,  Ada,  Ohio;  Prof.  Frank  Ilildebrand,  New  Orlean,  Louisana; 
Prof.  E.  O.  Excell,  Chicago,  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  enter- 
tainers were:  The  Mendelssohn  Trio;  Dr.  Guy  Carelton  Lee,  Gov- 
ernor E.  W.  Hoch,  Dr.  Russell  Conwell,  The  Comomnwealth  Ladies 
Orchestra. 

The  nineteenth  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  public  meeting  room,  of  the  Court  House, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  December  15th  and  16th,  1900.  In  point 
of  attendance,  interest  and,  enthusiasm,  it  was  a  decided  success. 
Important  school  questions  were  discussed  in  a  practical  way  by 
directors  and  others.  D.  F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  was  present  and  added 
strength  and  value  to  the  program. 

The  local  institutes  were  numerous.  We  attended  eighteen  of 
i  hese  meetings  during  the  year. 

With   but  few  exceptions  the  sessions  were  largely  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons.     The  meetings  were  spirited  in  their 
oi«  -ussions,  skillfully  conducted  and  closely  in  touch  in  their  selec 
tion  of  subjects  with  the  modern  trend  of  progressive  school  work. 

In  the  twelve  examinations  held  this  year,  400  applicants  were  ex- 
amined. Of  these,  352  received  provisional  certificates,  12  received 
profession;! i  certificates  and  107  were  rejected.     In  granting  licenses 
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to  teach  it  is  our  purpose  to  raise  the  standard  as  rapidly  as  condi- 
tions will  warrant.  The  examinations  for  pupils  in  the  common 
schools  were  held  March  27th  and  April  24th.  Two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Of 
this  number,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  made  averages  entitling 
them  to  diplomas.  The  failures  were  traceable  to  poor  and  indifferent 
teaching.  To  prepare  the  pupils,  subjects  must  be  taught  and  not 
books  alone. 

The  principals'  round  table  continues  to  be  an  active  force.  Their 
meetings  were  always  fraught  with  good  work.  Vital  questions 
were  discussed,  and  our  union  schools  moved  on  to  greater  achieve- 
ments as  each  principal  became  better  acquainted  with  the  school 
management  and  work  of  the  others.  The  round  table  is  a  power 
in  our  county  in  exciting  good  work. 

Our  high  schools,  with  one  exception,  have  had  a  prosperous  year. 
For  1909  and  1910  Somerset  and  Blame  townships  will  enter  the  list 
of  rural  high  schools.  We  feel  confident  more  will  follow.  The 
commencement  exercises  this  year  gave  evidence  of  the  growing 
popularity  of  these  schools  in  the  respective  communities.  Our 
high  schools  are  attended  with  one  weakness,  viz:  The  courses  make 
no  provision  for  reviews  in  common  branches.  This  can  and  should 
be  remedied.  On  the  fourth  of  May,  Charleroi  borough  elected  a 
superintendent,  thus  taking  the  Charleroi  schools  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  county  superintendent.  Prof.  W.  D.  Wright,  who  was 
Ihe  supervising  principal,  was  elected  borough  superintendent. 

There  are  no  rural  districts  in  the  county  which  have  taken  advan- 
1age  of  the  law  which  provides  for  the  levying  of  a  tax  for  the  estab- 
lishing of  school  libraries.  However,  there  are  a  number  of  boroughs 
in  the  county  where  well  equipped  and  systematically  managed 
libraries  are  in  successful  operation. 

Several  of  the  township  schools  have  libraries  ranging  from  twenty- 
five  (25)  to  one  hundred  fifty  (150)  volumes  of  well  selected  books 
purchased  with  money  secured  through  entertainments  given  by 
teachers  and  pupils.  While  we  believe  directors  should  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  libraries  by  a  wise  expenditure  of  school  funds, 
yet  teachers  and  directors  who  by  their  own  efforts  equip  individual 
schools  with  good  books  are  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 
Let  the  good  work  go  on.  When  a  teacher  quits  a  school,  he  can  leave 
no  better  evidence  of  his  enthusiasm  and  worth  than  a  selection  of 
good  books  which  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  extend  our  appreciation  and  gratitude 
to  the  public  press  for  the  valuable  and  willing  assistance  it  has 
rendered  the  cause  of  education ;  we  are  grateful  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  what  it  has  done.    All  that  we  have  accomplished  that  is 
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worthy  has  been  possible  largely  because  of  the  active  co-operation 
of  the  teachers,  directors,  and  friends  of  education  throughout  the 
county.    To  all  of  these  we  feel  deeply  indebted  and  sincerely  grateful. 


WAYNE   COUNTY— J.   J.   Koehler. 


The  result  of  the  past  year's  school  work  is,  in  a  general  measure, 
very  gratifying.  School  sentiment  is  wholesome  among  the  patrons 
and  the  majority  of  the  teachers  show  a  professional  zeal  that  is 
inspiring.  Good,  faithful  work  of  teachers  is  appreciated  and  gets 
the  moral  support  of  the  community. 

We  have  had  no  serious  setback  in  our  school  work.  The  winter 
has  been  mild,  thus  enabling  smaller  pupils  to  attend  school  regularly 
during  the  entire  term  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts;  where  fre- 
quently during  some  previous  terms  at  tendance  was  rendered  almost 
impossible  for  a  part  of  the  seasou. 

Only  two  districts  bad  any  serious  epidemics  which  suspended 
the  work  of  their  schools  for  a  while  but,  by  taking  the  proper  pre- 
caution, the  directors  soon  stemmed  the  tide  of  scarlet  fever. 

The  public  is  beginning  to  realize  thai  the  school  is  a  part  of  the 
social  system  and  upon  it  depends  the  welfare  of  the  State  and  of  the 
future  generations,  and  thai  it  is  the  one  organization  common  to  all. 
We  have  two  conditions  in  our  county  that  are  not  conducive  to  the 
best  results,  namely:  111  A  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  have 
bad  very  little  professional  training;  (2)  So  many  small  schools. 
There  seems  to  bo  no  remedy  for  the  former  condition  at  present. 
All  remedies  for  the  latter  condition  have  been  rejected  so  far.  The 
best  work  is  done  in  schools  that  have  a  reasonable  number  of 
scholars 

The  chief  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  institute 
held  November  9-13.  We  had  with  us  the  following  instructors: 
Prof.  Ossian  J  I.  Lang,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Dr.  Alvin  Davidson, 
Prof.  J.  F.  Chambers,  and  Prof.  J.  T.  Wat  kins. 

The  work  was  con  lined  to  school  management,  school  discipline, 
school  economy,  and  hygiene  All  the  lectures  were  practical,  sensible, 
and  interesting.  The  attendance  was  very  good,  only  one  teacher 
being  absent.    The  teachers  showed  unusual  interest  in  the  work. 

The  institute  was  divided  into  sections, — (a)  High  School  Teachers ; 
(1))  Beginners;  (c)  Teachers  with  experience.  Special  work  was 
prepared  for  each  division.  During  the  afternoon  sessions  the  atten- 
dance of  the  public  was  xerx  large.  The  course  of  evening  enter- 
tainments was  very  strong  and  well  patronized. 


No.  5.  WAYNE   COUNTY.  127 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  at 
Honesdale,  November  13-14,  190S.  About  two-thirds  of  the  directors 
were  present.  Dr.  H.  R.  Pattengill  delivered  an  evening  lecture  and 
Prof.  Ossian  H.  Lang  gave  a  talk  on  "Schools  as  an  Investment." 
Attorney  K.  M.  Stocker,  Dr.  A.  L.  Simons,  and  Dr.  F.  C.  Frisbie, 
directors  of  the  county,  gave  interesting  talks  which  contained 
many  helpful  suggestions. 

Our  reading  course  for  the  year  consisted  of  Tennyson's  Idylls  of 
ihe  King,  Dr.  Saum's  Common  Sense  Didactics,  and  Dr.  Schmucker's 
Study  of  Nature.  Eight  district  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
The  Wayne  County  Teachers'  Association  which  is  held  twice  a  year 
has  become  a  great  educational  factor.  At  the  spring  meeting  Dr. 
A.  C.  Rothermal  of  Kutztown,  delivered  his  evening  lecture  on  "Train- 
ing for  Citizenship,"  and  a  talk  on  "The  Will."  The  professional 
spirit  which  the  teachers  and  high  school  principals  is  manifesting 
in  those  meetings  is  very  gratifying. 

The  county  has  ten  township  hi^h  schools,  five  borough  high  schools, 
and  one  independent  district  high  school.  The  majority  of  them  are 
doing  efficient  work.  Lack  of  sufficient  preparation  of  scholars 
from  the  district  schools  for  entrance  to  high  schools  hampers  their 
progress  somewhat.  The  gap  between  the  completion  of  the  one  and 
the  entrance  to  the  other  is  too  wide.  The  only  solution  to  this 
difficulty  is  to  have  a  preparatory  year  for  high  school  work  con- 
nected with  the  high  school  department.  It  is  a  mistake  for  scholars 
to  enter  high  school  at  such  an  immature  age. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  the  borough  of  Honesdale 
began  to  erect  a  spledid  two-story  high  school  building  for  which  the 
indebtedness  was  increased  $60,000.  It  contains  an  auditorium  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  550,  ten  recitation  rooms,  a  fine  chemical  labora- 
tory, a  physical  laboratory,  a  gymnasium,  a  fine  library,  cloak  rooms, 
lavatories,  principal's  room,  teachers'  room,  fire-proof  corridors  and 
stairways,  one  of  the  latest  and  he:- '  heating  and  ventilating  systems, 
and  all  the  modern  equipments  which  are  conducive  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  children.  The  main  part  of  the  building  is  62  x  136 
feet  and  a  wing  24  x40  feet  connecting  it  with  the  present  grammar 
school  building,  makes  it  a  very  imposing  edifice.  Sterling  township 
completed  its  four-room  concrete  school  building  during  August, 
1908,  and  organized  a  high  school. 

The  school  board  of  Hawley  raised  the  indebtedness  $15,000  to 
install  a  modern  ventilating  system  in  the  present  school  building, 
and  to  construct  a  large  wing  to  their  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  primary  department.  They  also  extended  their  high  school 
course  to  four  years  and  will  add  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  to 
meet  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  a  high  school  of  the  first  class. 
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Prompton  started  a  high  school  during  the  year.  The  high  school 
building  of  Dieher  township  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  January 
3,  1909.  It  v.  as  a  tour-room  building  well  equipped  and  pleasantly 
situated.  It  contained  a  fine  library,  a  large  collection  of  specimens 
for  nature  study,  etc.  The  loss  is  partially  covered  by  insurance. 
The  school  board  has  planned  and  contracted  for  a  convenient  build- 
ing to  take  the  place  ofthe  one  destroyed. 

The  new  school  building  of  Honesdale  was  partially  destroyed  by 
fire  May  15,  1909.  The  loss  amounted  to  $9,000,  entirely  covered 
by  insurance.  Four  recitation  rooms,  the  chemical  laboratory  and 
several  other  apartments  together  with  a  large  amount  of  building 
material  were  totally  destroyed.  The  school  board  protected  the 
town  against  loss  by  increasing  the  insurance  as  the  building  neared 
completion. 


WESTMORELAND   COUNTY— Robert   C.   Shaw 


It  is  the  concensus  of  opinion  that  the  schools  of  Westmoreland 
county  have  had  a  very  successful  year.  A  very  great  deal  of  inter- 
est in  the  work  of  the  schools  was  shown  by  directors,  supervisors 
and  teachers.  The  educational  sentiment  continues  to  grow  in  every 
district  in  our  county.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  disfricts 
the  work  done  by  the  teachers  was  above  tliar  of  last  year,  and  in 
many  districts  was  of  a  high  order.  We  see  a  gradual  imporvement  in 
the  character  of  the  work  of  our  teachers  from  year  to  year.  Their 
attitude  towards  self  improvement  we  consider  one  of  the  good 
signs  which  point  to  better  schools  in  the  future.  We  make  an  effort 
to  help  teachers  who  are  doing  all  they  can  to  equip  themselves  for 
their  work. 

The  number  of  high  schools  is  growing.  We  have  now  twenty- 
four  (21 1  high  schools  in  our  county.  An  additional  one  will  be 
started  this  a  ear.  In  some  cases  we  have  advised  school  boards  not 
to  establish  a  high  school  but  to  pay  the  tuition  of  their  impils  in 
good  high  schools  in  other  districts,  saving  money  thereby  and  furnish- 
ing greater  advantages  to  their  pupils.  The  new  law  providing  for 
payment  of  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils  out  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion in  cases  where  the  number  attending  high  school  is  less  than 
twelve  will  aid  greatly  in  this  respect.  The  increase  in  attendance 
in  our  high  schools  is  simply  marvelous.  The  attendance  has  more 
than  doubled  in  the  last  five  years.  In  some  of  our  high  schools  it  has 
trebled.  We  account  for  this  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a  universal 
sentiment  in  favor  of  high  school  education.     Many  of  our  local 
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high  schools  furnish  advantages  to  pupils  not  furnished  by  the 
average  college  of  twenty  years  ago.  This  is  especially  true  of  the; 
science  departments. 

We  held  during  the  year  twenty-eight  (28)  examinations  for  pro- 
visional certificates  at  which  eight  hundred  (800)  applicants  were; 
examined. 

For  the  professional  examination  applicants  were  expected  to  Jeadi 
Hamilton's  Becitation,  Bryan's  Basis  of  Practical  Teaching,  KerBpte 
History  of  Education  and  White's  Pedagogy.  The  examimi tn?£u 
consisted  entirely  of  questions  upon  the  subject  matter  of  these 
books.     Forty  (40)  applicants  received  professional  certificates. 

In  the  matter  of  school  buildings  a  great  deal  of  interest  is  bting 
taken  by  the  school  boards  of  the  county.  New  Kensington,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Adamsburg,  and  Latrobe  boroughs  erected  new  buildings ; 
also  the  townships  of  Ligonier,  Hempfield,  Berry  and  Fairfield. 
The  following  districts  are  completing  new  buildings  at  the  present 
time:  North  Bellevernon,  Scottdale,  Seward  boroughs,  and  Alle- 
gheny, Fairfield,  Franklin,  Hempfield,  North  Huntingdon,  South 
Huntingdon,  and  Penn  townships. 

Manor  and  Trafford  boroughs  are  erecting  additional  rooms  to  their 
buildings. 

These  are  all  built  according  to  the  most  up-to-date  plans. 

We  were  all  pleased  with  the  interest  shown  in  all  our  educational 
meetings.  Our  County  Institute  has  never  been  surpassed  either  ini 
attendance  or  in  attention  given.  Although  coming  on  Christmas^ 
week  our  teachers  were  faithful  to  their  duty  and  responded  nmvt 
cheerfully. 

The  following  instructors  were  present:  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio ;  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Vincent, 
Chicago  University,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State 
College,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Mary  Graham  Noss,  California,  Pa.;  Dr.  Frank 
W.  Hays,  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pa.;  Prof.  Eobt.  J.  Mc- 
Dowell (music),  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  23rd  and  24tb  of 
December.  The  attendance  at  this  convention  has  been  growing 
steadily,  the  attendance  being  greater  each  year.  This  was  true  this 
j  ear.  We  had  the  largest  attendance  we  have  ever  had.  The  meeting 
was  full  of  interest  from  beginning  to  end.  The  following  program 
was  carried  out. 

Wednesday. 

President's  Address,  Dr.  E.  E.  McAdoo. 

Address,  "The  Educator's  A  B  C,"  Dp,  F.  H.  Green, 

9—5—1909 
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Afternoon  Session. 

Address.  The  Adoption  of  Text  Books,  Captain  W.  S.  Finney. 

Discussion,  J.  E.  Truxal,  Dr.  R.  P.  McClellan,  James  A.  Pearce, 
W.  M.  Wyann.  B.  L.  Barr,  C.  H.  Gregg,  Z.  T.  Silvis,  John  J.  Weaver, 
J.  P.  Hellein,  J.  A.  Wilson. 

Address.  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Vincent. 

Address.  Uniform  Course  of  Study  and  Length  of  Term,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Spiegel. 

Discussion.  G.  A.  Wineman,  Jas.  B.  Gallagher,  Rev.  E.  E.  Dickin- 
son, A.  E.  Jewell,  EL  G.  Beamer,  Eev.  J.  M.  Jamieson,  J.  Z.  Fox. 
Bobert  A.  Dornon.  E.  H.  Blackburn,  H.  C.  Arbaugh,  D.  T.  Marsh. 

Wednesday  Evening  at  8  o'clock. 
Lecture.  "Education  and  Efficiency,"  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Vincent. 

Thursday  Forenoon. 

Devotional  Exercises.  Rev.  A.  E.  Hubbard. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Address.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson. 

Address.  The  Efficiency  of  a  Teacher  from  a  Directors'  Standpoint, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Pollock. 

Discussion.  A.  B.  Kerr.  A.  C.  Cottom,  J.  G.  Earner,  H.  S.  Zimmer- 
man. C.  W.  Baxter,  s.  T.  Archibald. 

At  1:30  the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  in  the  institute. 

Thursday  evening  at  8  o'clock,  Amphion  Quartette  and  Concert 
Trio. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county  for  their 
kind  and  courteous  treatment  during  my  visits  to  their  districts, 
schools  and  homes,  and  for  their  help  in  carrying  on  the  great  work 
of  education  in  our  beloved  county :  also  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  their  ready  response  to  all  inquiries,  and  the  press 
of  the  county  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  creating  healthy 
sentiment  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


For  the  thirteenth  time  I  have  the  honor  and  privilege  of  presenting 
to  you  the  Superintendent's  report. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  civilization  has  so  much  attention 
been  directed  toward  public  schools,  and  has  so  much  responsibility 
been  placed  upon  them.     People  engaged   in   teaching  and   allied 
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educational  work  fully  realize  that  oui.  schools  are  in  a  transition 
stage  and  that  the  future  of  our  public  schools  largely  depends 
upon  the  solution  of  the  present  educational  problems — especially 
of  the  elementary  school  problems. 

Some  of  the  school  houses  and  school  yards  of  our  county  need 
repairing  and  beautifying.  Orville  T.  Bright  says  "From  one  end 
of  our  great  country  to  the  other  the  most  unlovely,  lonesome,  forlorn, 
uncared  for,  and  God-forsaken  premises  to  be  found  are  the  country 
school  houses  and  school  yards,  and  this  is  in  the  older  as  well 
as  in  the  younger  states." 

Theodore  Koosevelt  says,  "It  is  a  poor  type  of  school  nowadays 
that  has  not  a  good  play  ground  attached." 

Beautify  the  school  grounds.  If  the  rest  of  the  landscape  be 
a  desert  of  neglect,  we  should  make  the  school  yard  the  saving  oasis 
of  cheer  and  beauty. 

The  school  house  and  its  surroundings  reflect  the  character  of  the 
community.  Would  the  intelligent  citizen  of  many  communities  like 
to  be  judged  by  the  buildings,  and  their  bald  and  ugly  grounds, 
in  which  is  centered  their  most  important  interest,  the  training  of 
their  children?  The  school  house  and  its  setting  make  an  indelible 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  children.  Madame  DeSaele  likens  beauti- 
ful architecture  to  frozen  music.  Ugly  architecture  and  desert 
surroundings  are  a  frozen  crime  against  humanity  in  general  and 
against  youthful  humanity  in  particular.  The  school,  in  the  teacher, 
in  the  building,  in  the  grounds,  should  be  an  uplift  for  susceptible 
childreD.  Beauty  teaches  and  preaches.  Let  us  make  the  school  yard 
its  cathedral. 

Brainrrim  lownship  supplied  her  schools  with  new  text  books;  and, 
Ihrough  the  efforts  of  George  L.  Wakeman,  a  wide  awake  and  up-to- 
date  director,  geographical  collections  were  secured  for  their  schools 
from   the   Philadelphia   Museum. 

Factoryville  borough  completed  their  new  f  11,000  school  building, 
moving  into  same  in  December.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  school 
buildings  in  the  county  and  is  a  credit  to  the  town.  Mrs.  George 
Walton  presented  the  school  with  a  thirty-six  volume  set  of  the 
Columbia  Cyclopedia,  as  a  nucleus  of  a  library.  The  directors  passed 
suitable  resolutions  expressing  their  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  district 
for  the  gift.  The  books  are  of  great  value  in  the  school  and  will 
do  mr.ch  good. 

Me:-;hoppen  borough  installed  a  new  steam  heating  system  in 
her  school  building,  costing  $1,108.50  to  take  the  place  of  the  Smead 
Wills  system,  which  had  never  given  satisfaction.  The  heating  system 
now  is  one  of  the  best.  A  cement  floor  was  put  in  the  basement  and 
the  plumbing  consisted  of  seven  closets  and  a  urinal ;  steel  ceilings 
were  put  in  the  upper  rooms.  This  not  only  improves  the  appear- 
ance, but  will  keep  the  heat  from  escaping  into  the  attic. 
11 
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Monroe  township  placed  a  new  enclosed  fire  escape  on  their  high 
school  building. 

In  point  of  perfect  attendance  Nicholson  boro,  again  easily  takes 
the  lead  of  all  the  districts  of  the  county  having  thirty-four  children 
out  of  192  in  the  entire  count}'  who  received  certificates  of  perfect 
attendance.  If  children  attend  school  properly,  the  teacher  should 
be  held  more  responsible  for  results  than  when  they  do  not.  1  am 
glad  to  note  Nicholson's  high  standing  which  is  largely  due  to  the 
management  of  the  school. 

The  district  increased  her  school  term  from  eight  to  nine  months. 
Lincoln  Day  exercises  were  held  Friday,  February  5.  Special  invita- 
tions were  sent  out  to  the  old  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  living  in  or 
around  Nicholson,  and  many  of  those  invited,  honored  the  teachers 
and  pupils  by  their  presence.  Many  who  could  not  be  present  sent 
letters  of  regret.     A  most  interesting  program  was  rendered. 

Nicholson  township  consolidated  Utley,  Pedrick,  Arch  and  Bacon- 
town  schools  into  one  at  Bacontown.  The  Squier,  Camp,  Field's 
and  Brook  schools  into  one  at  Starkville.  This  resulted  in  a  saving 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  district  but  was  not  a  solution  to  the  entire 
interest  of  the  patrons. 

Tunkhannock  borough  was  enlarged,  on  September  18.  The  borough 
council,  upon  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  free  holders  in  the  inde- 
pendent school  district,  passed  an  ordinace  annexing  the  western 
end  of  the  town  to  the  second  ward  of  the  borough.  The  ward  became 
so  large  that  the  court,  on  being  petitioned  divided  it  thereby  creating 
at  third  ward.  This  gives  the  borough  three  wards.  And  the  portion 
of  the  original  Tunkhannock  independent  school  district  not  included 
in  the  borough  annex  is  now  known  as  the  Tunkhannock  Independent 
School  District.  It  is  much  smaller  than  formerly  since  in  the 
borough  annex  there  are  between  80  and  90  voters. 

Appropriate  graduation  exercises  were  held  at  Meshoppen,  Lacey- 
ville,  Noxen,  Beaumont,  Tunkhannock.  Nicholson  and  Factoryville. 

The  course  on  Professional  Beading  composed,  viz:  Educational 
Foundations.  Hamilton's  "The  Recitation,"  Stevenson's  "Beginner's 
Agriculture,"  Dinsmore's  "Teaching  a  District  School"  and  the  clas- 
sics— Shakespeare's  "Macbeth"  and  Burn's  "The  Cotter's  Saturday 
Night.''  For  professional  certificates  in  addition  to  the  above, 
candidates  were  required  to  read  "Dutton's  School  Management'-' 
and  Kirkpatrick's  "Fundamentals  of  Child  Study." 

The  teacher's  examinations  were  made  as  rigid  as  the  conditions 
would  permit  and  at  the  same  time  supply  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers  for  the  needs  of  the  schools. 

Some  of  our  older  teachers  did  not  read  the  works  of  the  reading 
course.  No  teacher  can  expect  to  stay  in  the  work  long  unless  he 
is  willing  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  reading  along  professional  lines, 
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and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  with  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  did 
creditable  work. 

We  examined  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  applicants  for  license 
to  teach  school,  thirty-one  of  whom — nearly  22  per  cent. — were 
rejected. 

Our  directors  convened  in  their  fourteenth  annual  session  Decem- 
ber 16  and  IT.  One  huudred  and  thirteen  directors  received  official 
credit  for  attending.  This  was  the  largest  number  present  in  the 
history  of  the  association.  Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal  ably  represented  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction.  Much  interest  was  manifested 
in  the  subjects  presented  on  a  number  of  which  the  directors 
themselves  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion.  N.  A.  Doty,  the 
efficient  President  for  the  past  nine  years,  having  been  elected  sheriff 
of  the  county  tendered  his  resignation  as  President  of  the  association, 
whereby  the  organization  lost  an  every  way  capable  presiding  officer — 
one  always  interested  in  the  success  and  welfare  of  the  meetings  and 
who  always  put  forth  every  effort  to  make  the  sessions  profitable  to 
all  in  attendance. 

The  new  President  is  F.  M.  Williams  of  Nicholson  borough.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  live  and  very  wide  awake  school  man,  having  been  one 
of  the  moving  parties  on  his  much  progressive  home  board  during  the 
past  four  years.  Since  there  had  to  be  a  change,  it  is  believed  fhat 
the  President's  mantle  has  fallen  on  the  shoulders  of  the  right  man. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Tunkhannock  during  the  week 
beginning  December  14th.  All  the  teachers  were  present  except  two, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Bard  of  Factoryville  borough,  and  Oscar  W.  Ross,  of 
Falls  township.  The  excuse  was  sickness.  The  latter  forwarded  his 
regular  registration  fee  contributing  to  the  finances  of  the  institute. 
Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Prof.  Frank  F.  Holsopple,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Miller, 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Babcock,  Prof.  Frank  E.  Chaffee  and  Prof.  William 
A.  Rodgers  were  the  instructors;  the  evening  entertainments  were  as 
follows:  Monday  evening,  The  Barnards  (seven  people)  Orchestra 
and  Concert  Company  of  Boston;  Tuesday  afternoon,  Matinee  for 
school  children,  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  George ;  Tuesday  evening, 
Illustrated  Lecture  by  Rev.  Robert  A.  George,  D.  D.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
A.  George,  M.  D.  of  Cleveland  on  "Hiawatha  Indian  Passion  Play;" 
Wednesday  evening,  Dr.  Charles  A.  Eastman  (Obiyesa  the  Sioux) 
Lecture,  subject  "The  Real  Indian;"  Thursday  afternoon,  Part  I, 
Lecture  by  Dr.  Charles  C.  Miller,  President  Lima  College,  subject, 
"The  Young  Man  of  the  Twentieth  Century ;"  Part  II  "An  Hour  of 
Fun"  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Rodgers,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Wilkes-Barre ;  Thursday 
evening,  Durno,  "The  Mysterious"  and  Company;  Friday  afternoon, 
entertainment  by  Marguerite  Alkire  Smith  Child  Impersonator  of 
New  York  City,  and  Charles  R.  Taggart  of  Vermont ;  Friday  evenmg, 
"The  Carolina  Jubilee   Singers   Concert."     Both   day   and   evening 
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sessions  were  favored  with  large  crowds  of  people,  including  teachers, 
directors,  larger  pupils  and  the  general  public.  The  improved  work 
in  our  schools  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  proved  the  value  of 
this,  one  of  the  most  valuable  institutes  during  my  term  of  service. 
I  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  many  favors 
received;  the  press  of  the  county  for  a  loyal  continuance  of  their 
confidence  and  respect;  the  people  at  large,  directors,  teachers  and 
pupils — all  who  have  given  expression  of  good  cheer  and  loyalty, 
which  tends  to  inspire  me  to  do  the  best  work  possible  for  the  county. 
Work  that  will  show  we  are  building  in  this  life  a  house  called  char- 
acter. A  perfect  plan  is  given  us.  We  will  be  paid  according  to 
our  building.  More  than  that,  we  must  live  in  the  house  we  build. 
Life  is  a  school ;  examinations  come  all  along  the  way,  but  some  day 
the  graduation  day  shall  come;  our  course  will  be  finished,  our  race 
run.  May  all  included  in  the  field  covered  by  this  report,  have  it  said 
of  us  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord/'  is  the  wish  with  which  we  close  our  thirteenth  annual 
report. 


YORK  COUNTY—  C.  W.  Stine. 


The  progress  shown  during  the  last  year  has  been  gratifying  and 
we  believe  that  in  a  large  measure,  our  schools  are  meeting  the 
requirements  of  our  people. 

The  County  Institute  was  convened  at  York,  November  23,  and 
continued  in  session  five  days.  It  was  the  best  attended  institute  ever 
held  in  the  county.  The  interest  and  patronage  of  the  public  could 
not  have  been  better.  Sessions  were  well  attended  both  day  and 
evening. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Shaeffer,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  C.  T. 
Corson,  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Martin, 
Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Prof.  E.  B.  Bailey. 

The  York  County  Directors'  Association  was  held  at  York,  January 
20th  and  21st,  1909.  The  directors  were  addressed  by  Rev.  E.  H. 
Hummelbaugh,  S.  J.  Barnett,  Harry  L.  Perry,  P.  II.  Hershey,  W.  H. 
Freed,  E.  B.  Goodling,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Yost,  Dr.  E.  S.  Mann,  D.  W. 
Smyser,  all  members  of  local  boards,  and  Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal  and  Prof. 
W.  S.  Hertzog  of  the  School  Department.  There  were  317  directors 
present. 

The  superintendent  is  under  special  obligation  to  the  directors 
for  numberless  courtesies   and  valuable  help   received, 


No.  5.  YORK    COUNTY.  135 

In  my  visitations  I  am  usually  accompanied  by  some  of  the  direc- 
tors and  in  several  instances  by  the  entire  board  which  is  an  evidence 
of  the  interest  of  the  directors  in  education. 

The  course  of  reading  for  teachers  adopted  by  the  County  Institute, 
had  its  reward. 

Teachers  are  doing  more  reading  along  the  line  of  their  profession, 
nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  is  a  subscriber  to  some  good  edu- 
cational paper  and  many  are  reading  tbree  or  four. 

Directors  expect  of  teachers,  preparation,  culture,  high-toned  moral- 
ity and  untiring  energy. 

There  are  many  teachers  and  directors  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
of  our  schools. 

Directors  should  secure  for  their  schools  the  very  best  teachers 
and  should  be  willing  to  pay  them  a  high  salary, 

There  are  many  directors  in  our  county  who  are  excellent  public 
servants,  who  are  a  credit  to  their  districts  and  who  are  doing  good 
work  for  the  schools. 

Our  local  institutes  have  been  well  attended,  not  only  by  the 
teachers,  but  by  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the  districts  where  they 
were  held.  The  able  principals  of  our  borough  schools,  together  with 
other  leading  teachers  and  directors  have  made  these  institutes  a 
source  of  much  benefit. 

The  local  institutes  are  creating  and  keeping  alive  the  interest  in 
school  affairs.  Wherever  educational  meetings  are  successfully  con- 
ducted, a  corresponding  interest  exists  among  the  people. 

Teachers  of  each  district  have  held  district  institutes  each  month. 

Nearly  all  of  our  public  high  schools  have  now  their  annual  com- 
mencements. Great  crowds  everywhere  are  attending  these  high 
school  commencements. 

The  examinations  for  eighth  grade  pupils  were  held  March  28th 
in  every  district  in  the  county.  The  questions  were  uniform  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  committees  appointed  by  the  various  school  boards. 

Care  should  be  taken  for  the  further  schooling  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  have  passed  what  we  technically  call  the  eighth  grade.  As 
things  are  now,  the  children  in  the  country  schools  get  through  the 
eighth  grade,  then  they  are  like  grandfather's  clock,  they  stop  short, 
never  to  go  again,  unless  there  is  a  township  high  school  in  reach 
of  every  boy  and  girl. 

Why  is  it  not  a  good  plan  to  send  the  boy  to  the  city  high  school? 
Well,  if  we  want  our  boys  to  be  weaned  away  from  the  business  of 
farming,  if  we  want  them  surely  to  be  attracted  by  the  excitement 
and  life  of  the  town,  if  we  want  our  boys  trained  so  as  to  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  else,  the  place  for  them  is  in  the  city  high  school. 

The  high  school  for  the  country  boy  or  girl  ought  to  be  out  in  the 
country.  It  should  be  a  school  within  easy  riding  distance  of  the 
homes  of  everybody  it  is  intended  to  serve. 
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We  should  not  establish  only,  high  schools  in  boroughs  but  plant 
one  in  every  district  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  the  great  principle 
that  we  can  not  afford  to  allow  the  waste  of  talent  among  us. 

One  of  the  most  important  problems  of  the  modern  educational 
system  is  the  consolidation  of  the  rural  school. 

Consolidating  the  districts  and  the  schools  will  bring  many  more 
children  together  and  unite  the  various  neighborhoods,  numbers 
inspire  children,  the  attendance  thus  increased  is  more  uniform;  tha 
children  form  a  greater  number  of  friendships,  and  thus  neighbor- 
hoods are  enlarged  and  strengthened  socially. 

The  teachers  working  together  gather  strength,  enthusiasm,  and 
profit  each  from  the  experience  of  the  other. 
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ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  closed  a  very  successful  year's  work.  The 
new  Fifth  Ward  building,  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  is  finished 
u nd  occupied.  Tt  is  one  of  the  most  substantial,  convenient  and 
elegant  buildings  in  the  State. 

We  have  twenty-two  kindergartens,  fully  equipped,  with  teachers, 
the  same  as  last  year.  The  average  enrollment  for  the  year  in  the 
kindergartens  was  1,141. 

The  industrial  department  still  shows  a  healthy  growth.  One  more 
school  was  added  this  year  and  another  is  nearing  completion,  this 
will  leave  only  four  school  districts  in  the  city  without  this  branch 
of  training. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  complete  equipments  for  cooking, 
sewing,  shop  work  and  drawing  in  twelve  buildings  and  partial 
equipments  in  five  others.  There  are  sixteen  female  teachers  for 
cooking  and  sewing,  and  fifteen  male  teachers  for  shop  work  and 
drawing. 

The  Sixth  Ward  has  in  progress  of  construction  a  new  manual 
training  building,  modern  in  every  particular. 

Our  schools  are  doing  fair  work.  They  show  improvement  in 
methods  and  results  attained.    They  are,  however,  very  far  from  ideal. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Raub. 


Questions  confronting  us  for  some  time  are  slowly  being  solved, 
but  others  are  constantly  arising.  The  problem  of  providing  suitable 
accommodations  for  the  proper  housing  of  pupils  in  certain  parts, 
of  the  city  requires  constant  attention. 

(137 ) 
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The  past  year  two  sites  were  secured,  and  an  eight  room  building 
was  erected  in  the  Tenth  Ward  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
September.  It  was  formally  accepted  in  June,  and  it  is  pronounced 
by  all  particularly  well  arranged  as  a  school  building. 

The  annexation  of  a  part  of  adjoining  township,  now  known  as 
the  Twelfth  Ward,  requires  the  erection  of  a  building,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  to  erect  a  ten-room  building,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  completed  during  the  year. 

A  high  school  building  is  badly  needed  and  efforts  have  been  made 
to  provide  such  a  structure,  and  the  erection  of  it  is  considered. 

The  present  high  school  building  is  no  longer  capable  of  accommo- 
dating properly,  the  high  school  population  and  something  must  be 
done  in  the  near  future. 

Drawing  and  music  are  carried  on  regularly  under  the  direction 
of  the  supervisors,  but  the  teaching  of  these  subjects  is  done  by  the 
grade  teachers. 

Music  is  carried  on  through  all  the  grades,  whilst  drawing  is  limited 
as  yet  to  the  eight  grades. 

This  last  year  an  orchestra  was  organized  in  the  high  school,  and 
the  results  attained  were  very  encouraging.  The  board  recognizing 
the  importance  of  athletics,  has  made  provision  to  aid  in  that  direc- 
tion, by  purchasing  sufficient  ground  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  city,  to  allow  part  of  it  to  be  used  for  an  athletic  ground  and 
later  if  a  school  building  is  necessary  in  that  section  sufficient  space 
is  left  to  erect  a  building. 

And  now  in  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  cour- 
tesies extended. 


ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


The  Altoona  school  closed  another  successful  year  on  June  3. 
One  hundred  three  students,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  our 
high  school,  received  their  diplomas  on  Friday  evening,  June  4. 

In  addition  to  the  general  institute  work  of  the  term,  the  grade 
teachers  organized  by  grades  and  met  monthly  in  the  superintendent's 
office  to  discuss  various  topics  pertaining  to  the  work  of  their 
respective  grades.  Topics  of  interest  were  suggested  at  one  meeting 
and  then  several  teachers  were  appointed  to  open  the  discussion  at 
the  next  meeting.  All  would  participate  in  the  general  discussion. 
Methods  of  instruction  and  school  management  were  discussed  and 
in  this  way  the  inexperienced  teacher  was  helped  by  the  successful 
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experienced  teacher.  This  plan  also  helped  to  unify  the  work  of  the 
various  grades. 

The  teachers'  training  class  contained  fifteen  young  ladies,  gradu- 
ates of  our  high  school,  and  did  good,  solid  work  during  the  term. 
Ten  of  these  girls  have  been  elected  to  regular  positions  for  next 
term. 

Our  new  high  school  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  fire  on 
Friday,  December  18,  1908. 

The  fire  was  discovered  at  10  A.  M.  and  was  probably  caused  by 
the  electric  wiring  in  the  battery  room.  Within  an  hour  the  fire  was 
under  control.  The  total  loss  as  estimated  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  representatives  from  the  school  board  and  the  Insurance  Com- 
panies was  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
forty  cents  ($9,595.40). 

There  were  over  seven  hundred  persons  in  the  building  when  the 
fire  started  and  by  the  aid  of  the  fire  drill  the  building  was  emptied 
in  one  minute  and  forty  seconds.  No  one  was  injured  and  the  build- 
ing was  ready  for  use  again  on  January  4,  1909. 

A  new  four-room  addition  is  being  built  to  the  Adams  building 
and  is  to  be  ready  for  use  on  September  1.  Ground  has  also  been 
purchased  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  in  the  Tenth  Ward. 

During  the  year  a  bond  issue  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  (f  90,000.00) 
was  made  to  cancel  the  deficit  in  the  running  expense  of  the  schools 
that  had  accumulated  during  the  last  several  years.  The  millage 
for  next  year  has  been  raised  to  eight  mills. 

The  number  of  courses  in  our  high  school  has  been  reduced  from 
five  to  three  and  the  courses  have  been  stiffened  up  some  by  requiring 
an  additional  year  of  mathematics  and  by  curtailing  the  elective 
privilege  during  the  first  two  years. 


AECHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  Archbald  boro  schools  closed  for  the  term  on  June  8th  with 
elaborate  Commencement  exercises.  Addresses  were  made  by  Prof. 
Moran,  Principal  of  the  high  school  and  Superintendent  Kelly. 
The  term,  I  might  consider  to  be  the  most  notable  in  the  history  of 
our  schools,  on  account  of  the  harmony  that  prevailed  in  all  depart- 
ments. No  complaints  were  received  from  parents,  pupils,  teachers 
or  the  school  board.  This  is  a  record  that  any  district  could  well 
feel  proud  of.  Harmony  has  done  a  wonderful  amount  of  real  good 
Work,  and  it  is  my  desire  to  retain  the  design  on  our  banner  of 
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progress  for  the  coming  term.  During  the  term  a  new  $8,500  four- 
room  building  was  dedicated  in  the  First  Ward,  necessitating  the 
election  of  two  teachers. 

The  board  showed  good  judgment  in  the  selection  of  those  two 
teachers,  and  I  consider  them  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  very 
efficient  corps  The  Alumni  Association  presented  the  school  district 
with  a  beautiful  Ludwig  upright  piano  and  it  is  now  negotiating 
with  the  Columbia  Crowell  Company  to  place  an  up-to-date  physical 
laboratory  in  the  high  school.  This  action  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion has  created  the  kindliest  feeling  among  those  interested  in 
education. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  0.  Estler. 


We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  close  of  a  very  successful 
school  year.     Not  anything  out  of  the  ordinary  occurred. 

The  thirty-second  commencement  of  our  high  school  was  held 
in  the  Opera  House,  Friday  evening,  .May  28th.  There  were  twenty- 
eight  in  the  class,  nine  boys  and  nineteen  girls.  This  was  the  second 
largest  class  to  graduate  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  The  exercises 
were  similar  to  those  of  last  year  of  a  literary  character.  The  address 
to  the  class  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Kentz,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.    The  class  appeared  in  caps  and  gowns. 

On  account  of  the  huge  number  to  enter  the  high  school  next  term, 
the  entire  upper  floor  of  the  high  school  building  will  be  used  for 
high  school  purposes  this  coming  school  term. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  financial  history,  the  Ashland  school  dis- 
trict closed  its  school  year  free  of  all  indebtedness.  This  is  due  to 
making  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  boards'  officers,  and  at  the 
close  of  their  terms,  re-electing  old  members  unless  desiring  to  be 
relieved. 


r.AXGOi;— John  W.  Gruver. 


Our  schools  opened  August  31,  1908,  and  closed  May  26,  1900.  The 
year  was  a  very  pleasant  one  and  we  believe  a  successful  one.  The 
total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,104  children,  of  which  number 
530  were  boys  and  574  were  girls.    This  was  an  increase  of  59  over  that 
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of  last  year's  enrollment.  Of  the  whole  number  139  attended  the  high 
school.  We  had  an  average  daily  attendance  of  938  children — 456 
boys  and  486  girls.  This  gave  us  a  percentage  of  attendance  of  95. 
This  high  average  was  due  mostly  to  the  fact  that,  with  the  exception 
of  five  cases  of  diphtheria,  two  of  which  proved  fatal,  we  were  not 
annoyed  with  any  troublesome  children's  diseases. 

Twenty-six  teachers  were  employed  during  the  year.  On  account 
of  matrimony,  sickness  and  various  other  causes,  we  were  compelled 
to  secure  seven  new  teachers,  three  of  which  had  no  previous  exper- 
ience in  teaching.  Of  these  teachers,  two  hold  college  diplomas,  fifteen 
normal  diplomas,  eight  permanent  certificates,  and  one  professional 
certificate.  The  average  monthly  salary  of  our  male  teachers,  includ- 
ing the  high  school  teachers,  is  $66.75,  and  of  our  female  teachers 
148.16. 

Our  high  school  has  two  departments,  a  college  preparatory,  and  a 
commercial  department,  both  of  which  are  elective.  Our  boys  and 
girls  are  about  equally  divided  between  the  two  departments.  The 
commercial  department  proves  very  popular  and  our  graduates 
readily  obtain  positions  with  our  business  men,  who  express  them- 
selves as  highly  pleased  with  the  quality  of  work  they  are  able  to  do, 
it  comparing  very  favorably  with  the  work  of  those  graduating  from 
neighboring  business  colleges. 

Adjoining  districts,  not  having  high  schools,  are  taking  advan- 
1age  of  our  enlarged  high  school  course  and  are  sending  many  of  their 
children  to  us,  sixteen  of  which  attended  our  schools  last  year. 

With  the  return  of  prosperity,  the  silk  mills  of  our  borough  adver- 
tised for  help,  and  drew  heavily  on  our  grammar  grades.  This  is 
not  as  it  should  be  and  it  is  indeed  painful  to  see  some  of  our  bright- 
est girls  leave  school  on  the  very  day  when  they  are  fourteen  years 
old  and  go  to  work  in  the  mill.  Very  few  of  our  high  school  pupils 
withdrew  on  this  account,  a  fact  we  are  justly  proud  of. 

The  University  Extension  lectures  were  again  continued  and  were 
very  profitable  to  us  all.  Prof.  Wilkinson  gave  us  a  series  of  six 
lectures  on  the  poets  of  the  Victorian  Age.  Our  teachers  show  much 
interest  in  their  work,  using  every  opportunity  to  attend  educational 
meetings,  attending  annual  county  institute  held  in  the  city  of 
Easton,  and  with  one  exception,  all  enrolled  and  attended  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  held  at  Bethlehem  at  the  close  of  school. 
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BEAVER   FALLS— Andrew   Lester. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  report  of  the  Beaver  Falls  public 
schools,  I  feel  the  necessity  of  discussing  the  work  of  the  year  in 
detail,  but  space  forbids.  I  can,  therefore,  only  touch  upon  a  few 
lines  of  work,  and  mention  some  changes  that  we  are  endeavoring 
to  effect. 

Changes  in  school  work  are  slow.  The  schools  are  essentially 
conservative,  and  fortunately  so.  The  substitution  of  a  poor  plan 
for  another  poor  plan  is  disastrous  to  schools  and  expensive.  Thus 
\ve  have  intentionally  avoided  many  radical  changes  the  past  year, 
except  along  lines  that  demanded  ready  attention.  We  think  the 
changes  Ave  have  instituted  are  sane  and  will  result  in  good. 

We  have  made  an  effort  the  past  year  to  place  the  examination  of 
pupils  in  its  proper  sphere.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the 
examination  should  be  held  over  the  pupils  as  a  cudgel.  Lessons 
ought  to  be  learned,  not  for  the  day's  recitation,  not  for  an  examina- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  term,  not  to  please  the  teacher,  not  even  to 
please  a  parent.  Education  is  a  growth  and  mere  surface  learning 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  examination  to  pass  from  one  grade 
to  the  next  is  not  education.  The  question  that  should  stand  out 
before  both  teacher  and  parent  is,  "How  is  this  child  growing?" 
It  is  remarkable  that  we  prefer  to  know  whether  a  child  will  pass  into 
the  next  grade  rather  than  to  know  how  much  the  work  of  the  school 
is  contributing  to  the  child's  growth  in  manners,  morals,  helpfulness 
to  others,  personal  cleanliness,  love  of  honest  employment,  respect 
for  authority  at  home  and  in  school,  practical  knowledge  of  everyday 
things,  power  to  think. 

There  are  manv  things  that  the  modern  school  ought  to  be  ex 
pected  to  do  for  children  which  the  parents  cannot  do  and  which 
the  school  of  earlier  days  was  not  equipped  for  doing.  Whatever 
lines  of  work  the  school  may  undertake  with  the  children,  whatever 
modern  methods,  whatever  of  the  so-called  fads  may  be  introduced, 
there  remains  no  reason  why  the  whole  work  of  the  school  should 
not  be  based  on  common  sense.  In  addition  to  the  moral  and  mental 
training  which  the  school  affords,  the  physical  welfare  of  the  child 
should  be  sacredly  guarded.  Not  only  so,  but  the  care  of  the  body 
and  the  child's  duty  to  his  fellows  from  a  health  standpoint,  should  be 
positively  taught. 

Contagious  diseases  in  the  schools  are  a  serious  menace  to  school 
work.  This  hindrance  to  school  work  is  not,  however,  the  most  se- 
rious feature  of  contagions.     Permanent  physical  ills  are  often  the 
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result  of  what  we  call  the  "little  diseases,"  such  as  Avhooping  cough 
and  measles.  The  old  idea  that  the  sooner  a  child  has  all  the  con- 
tagions the  better,  is  no  longer  looked  upon  with  favor.  The  fact  is 
that  in  cities  where  the  physical  welfare  of  children  is  guarded,  these 
contagions  are  almost  wholly  prevented.  These  diseases  are  not  only 
preventable,  but,  with  a  little  attention  to  hygiene,  are  easily  pre- 
vented. Medical  inspection  of  schools  is  one  of  the  coming  things. 
This  line  of  school  work  is  growing  with  great  rapidity.  Some  sec- 
tions of  the  United  States  already  have  compulsory  medical  inspec- 
tion. Many  of  the  children  who  are  thouguht  to  be  dull  would,  under 
medical  inspection,  prove  to  be  hindered  by  some  simple  physical  de- 
fect, as  eye,  ear,  or  throat  trouble. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  each  school  building  in  Beaver  Falls  does  not 
have  a  good  playground.  It  is  hoped  that  school  ground  which  is 
available  will  be  used  for  the  children.  A  city  playground  ought  to 
be  provided  for  the  older  children.  I  believe  that  a  system  of  play- 
grounds would  have  a  decided  effect  on  the  morals  of  the  children. 
There  would  surely  be  less  loafing  on  the  streets  and  behind  billboards, 
and  more  free,  open,  friendly  rivalry  in  games. 

The  system  of  vertical  writing  which  has  proved  itself  to  be  a  fad, 
has  been  dispensed  with.  The  Bennet  system  of  writing  has  been 
adopted.  This  system,  which  aims  to  free  the  child  from  drawing  a 
set  copy,  aims  also  to  establish  an  easy  writing  movement  according 
as  the  child  thinks  the  form  to  be  written.  The  child  thus  writes  as 
he  thinks,  and  is  not  a  mere  imitator.  While  there  is  nothing  said 
in  the  teaching  about  slant,  yet  the  result  will  usually  be  what  may 
well  be  called  a  moderate  slant,  or  a  semi-slant.  This  system  of 
writing  has  been  in  use  only  part  of  a  year,  yet  the  results  have  been 
more  than  we  anticipated. 

The  spiral  system  of  arithmetic  which  has  been  in  use  here  has  been 
universally  condemned.  We  are  moving  back  gradually  to  the  topical 
method  which,  in  its  modified  form,  is  superior  to  either  the  old  topi- 
cal method  or  the  spiral  method.  Our  work  was  not  satisfactory  the 
past  year  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  takes  more  than  a  year  to  effect  a 
change  in  system  and  secure  the  best  results.  We  hope  this  year  to 
enrich  our  course  in  arithmetic  by  providing  for  each  grade  numerous 
practical  problems  and  by  making  the  book,  at  present  in  use,  to  con- 
form to  the  course  of  study. 

A  lively  interest  was  manifested  in  the  spelling  contest  which  was 
held  in  the  four  highest  grades.  Pennants  were  offered  to  each  of  the 
grades  by  the  Board  of  Education.  We  believe  in  friendly  rivalry  in 
the  studies  as  well  as  in  athletics.  We  hope  next  year  to  enlarge 
upon  plans  that  call  for  emulation  and  rivalry  along  as  many  lines  as 
practicable.  The  question  of  active  interest  on  the  part  of  children 
is  one  of  our  problems.     The  best  plans  and  the  best  teaching  will 
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rot  reach  all,  but  nothing  short  of  the  best  should  be  accepted  as  sat- 
isfactory. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  man}-  special  courtesies  dming 
the  year. 


BETHLEHEM— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  rather  an  uneventful  one.  The 
attendance  of  pupils  was  excellent  throughout  the  term,  the  rela- 
tions between  parents,  teachers  and  parents  were  pleasant,  and  in 
general,  the  work  done  and  the  progress  made  were  very  satisfactory. 
One  persistent  violation  of  the  compulsory  attendance  act  was  pun- 
ished by  a  fine.  There  were  but  few  cases  of  contagious  diseases  re- 
ported, and  the  great  majority  of  them  were  of  a  mild  type.  How- 
ever, the  usual  plan  of  a  thorough  fumigation  of  every  schoolroom 
once  a  month  was  strictly  carried  out. 

Prof.  John  L.  Stewart,  of  the  Department  of  History  and  Econom- 
ics. Lehigh  University,  delivered  a  series  of  six  lectures  on  Modern 
Socialism — Its  Theories  and  Exponents,  to  the  teachers.  These  lee- 
lures  were  full  of  information  and  suggestion  -to  teachers.  A  course 
of  reading  was  planned  in  conn  ;ction  with  the  lectures,  of  which  the 
great  majority  of  teachers  availed  themselves. 

During  the  year  a  Parent-Teachers'  Association  was  organized  to 
meet  local  conditions.  1 1  has  arranged  for  a  series  of  lectures  to  both 
teachers  and  parents  to  be  held  during  the  winter.  It  aims  to  pro- 
vide clothing  for  children  of  poor  and  improvident  parents,  that  child- 
ren may  not  be  kept  out  of  school  for  want  of  proper  clothing;  it 
proposes  to  assist  in  improving  sanitary  conditions  especially  in  the 
homes  of  the  shiftless  class,  and  in  general,  to  bring  into  the  best 
relations  the  home  and  the  school,  thai  each  may  supplement  the 
other. 

On  account  of  better  salaries  being  offered  elsewhere,  the  princi- 
pal and  two  assistant  teachers  of  the  high  school  resigned  at  the  end 
of  the  term.  A  readjustment  of  our  high  school  salary  upward  is 
necessary  if  we  expect  to  keep  efficient  teachers  in  the  high  school. 

The  most  important  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  meeting 
of  the  State  Educational  Association  at  Bethlehem,  on  June  29,  30 
and  July  1.  The  general  sessions  were  held  in  Packer  Memorial 
Chapel,  and  the  department  meetings  in  different  other  build- 
ings of  Lehigh  University.  The  local  attendance  was  exceptionally 
large,  and  the  meeting  was  successful  in  every  way. 
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BKADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Enrollment  during  the  year  males,  1,178;  females,  1,175;  total, 
2,353;  average  attendance  males,  924;  females,  918;  total,  1,842. 

Last  year  1  reported  a  larger  enrollment  in  the  high  school  than 
ever  before  (128).  This  year  our  enrollment  was  still  better,  138. 
But  this  is  a  very  small  high  school  enrollment  as  compared  with  our 
school  population.  The  enrollment  in  our  parochial  schools  reached 
928  this  year,  and  it  has  been  between  900  and  a  1,000  for  the  last  six 
years.  We  should  have  over  300  pupils  in  our  high  school  and  I 
believe  if  the  steady  growth  in  things  educational  continue,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not,  we  will  eventually  approxi- 
mate an  enrollment  in  the  high  school  that  will  compare  more  favor- 
ably with  enrollment  in  boroughs  with  same  population. 

We  have  experienced  very  little  trouble  with  the  Child  Labor 
Law,  Vaccination  Law  and  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law.  These 
laws  have  been  enforced  with  very  little  difficulty.  The  new  Child 
Labor  Law  will,  wre  think,  make  it  more  simple,  but  will  entail  more 
y^  ork  on  the  school  officials. 

We  are  thankful  that  we  have  not  been  bothered  with  smallpox  for 
the  last  four  years,  and  that  we  have  had  so  little  contagion,  such  as 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  in  our  midst.  Our  board  of  health  is 
well  organized  and  efficient  in  every  department  of  its  work. 

Our  school  board  takes  advantage  of  the  law  governing  the  entrance 
of  beginners  who  are  six  years  old,  or  will  be  six  years  before  stated 
periods.  We  have  but  two  entrances  during  the  year.  One  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  term  and  one  after  the  holiday  vacation.  No 
beginners  are  admitted  after  the  entrance  time  in  January  until  the 
beginning  of  the  next  school  term. 

We  have  added  during  the  year  thirteen  new  pictures  to  our  col- 
lection of  forty  as  reported  last  year.  These  pictures  are  of  a  good 
quality,  costing  from  flS.OO  to  $30.00  each.  During  the  year  we 
had  an  exhibit  of  our  own  pictures.  The  building  was  wired  for 
lighting  effect  and  all  the  pictures  collected  in  two  long  halls.  Over 
8,000  patrons  and  friends  visited  the  schools  to  see  our  pictures.  On 
account  of  the  high  school  open  literary  meetings,  class  night  and 
picnic,  we  spent  $275.00  for  pictures  during  the  year  and  now  have 
on  hand  $140.00  to  begin  with  for  the  year  1909-1910. 

The  school  board  commemorated  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  a  most  commendable  way.  Exer- 
cises were  held  in  all  the  different  rooms  during  the  day  and  in  the 
evening  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  President  of  Antioch  College,  delivered  his 
10—5—1909 
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uoied  lecture  on  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  was  a  day  long  to  be  remem- 
bered in  Braddock.  The  expenses  of  this  celebration  did  not  come 
out  of  the  school  funds. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  school  board  adjusted  our  salaries 
more  in  harmony  with  surroundings.  The  increase  will  amount  to  a 
little  over  §3,500.00  for  next  year.  In  the  past  we  have  been  a  train- 
ing school  for  Wilkinsburg  and  Pittsburg,  but  the  anticipation  now 
is  that  Braddock  teachers  will  stay  better  where  they  belong,  that 
is  in  Bradock. 

One  new  school  room  was  opened  during  the  year  and  another  will 
have  to  be  opened  next  year.  Many  of  the  people  who  moved  away 
during  the  hard  times  are  now  coming  back  to  work  and  to  be  edu- 
cated. 

Permit  me  in  closing  to  quote  from  my  annual  report  to  the  Brad- 
dock School  Board,  for  I  feel  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  good  judge- 
ment and  wise  provisions  much  that  was  done  would  have  been  left 
undone  during  the  school  year  of  1908-1909. 

In  conclusion,  tbis  has  been  a  most  pleasant  and  profitable  year. 
You  have  furnished  all  necessary  teachers,  books,  supplies  and  repairs 
freely,  gladly  and  without  ••quibble."'  No  annoyances  have  been 
caused  by  your  delays  in  responding  to  requisitions  and  recormnenda- 
tions.  Yon  have  placed  confidence  in  your  teachers,  principals  and 
official.  You  did  not  besitate  to  close  the  schools  for  the  Pittsburg 
Sesqui-Centennial ;  you  appropriately  observed  Thanksgiving  time ; 
you  furnished  what  was  necessary  for  your  children  to  appropriately 
observe  the  Christmas  season:  you  were  liberal  and  patriotic  in  cele- 
brating Lincoln's  one  hundredth  anniversary  by  having  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess  with  us ;  you  provided  one  of  the  finest  school  exhibits  I  have 
ever  been  connected  with,  that  of  your  own  pictures  during  the  last 
week  of  March:  you  gave  your  moral  and  official  support  to  the  high 
school  open  literary  meeting,  the  senior  class  night,  high  school 
athletics  and  commencement.  At  the  close  of  school  you  furnished 
a  most  enjoyable  picnic  and  provided  meals  for  those  who  might  have 
forgotten  to  bring  alemg.  Surely  the  year  is  pleasant  to  look  back 
uj)on  and  may  the  remembrance  thereof  be  an  inspiration  for  better 
things  in  the  future. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


The  schools  of  Bradford  closed  em  May  28,  after  a  very  successful 
term.  The  work  done  and  results  achieved  were  in  no  way  inferior 
to  former  years,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  heartiest  co- 
operation of  principals,  teachers  and  members  of  the  board. 
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We  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  there  have 
been  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  our  teaching  force,  and  with 
every  teacher  re-elected  for  the  coming  year,  we  predict  a  continua- 
tion of  the  good  work. 

Several  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, will  result  in  better  work.  Penmanship  has  for  some  time  en- 
listed the  attention  of  both  teachers  and  controllers.  It  was  evident 
that  some  improvement  in  the  writing  done  by  pupils  in  our  schools 
might  reasonably  be  expected.  Believing  that  legibility,  coupled  with 
ease  and  endurance  can  not  be  acquired  with  the  vertical  system,  we 
have  changed  to  a  slant  system.  It  does  not  matter  whether  or  not 
we  get  accurate  writing  from  first  grade  pupils.  What  does  matter 
is,  that  the  physical  training  feature,  which  leads  to  muscular  relax- 
ation and  a  correct  position  of  fingers,  arm  and  body,  shall  be  em- 
phasized and  habits  formed  that  will  not  have  to  be  broken  when  the 
pupil  gets  into  advanced  grades. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  grades  has  been  revised.  The  Commer- 
cial Course  is  now  three  years  instead  of  two. 

Our  school  buildings  are  in  first-class  condition,  and  with  possibly 
one  exception,  are  modern,  of  right  size,  and  fully  equipped  with 
every  convenience  for  doing  good  work.  Better  buildings  may  exist 
in  other  cities,  but  I  doubt  if  any  are  taken  better  care  of  or  more 
liberally  supplied  with  everything  that  goes  to  make  the  teacher's 
work  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  installation  of  sanitary  drinking  fountains  in  all  our  buildings 
is  another  improvement  made  during  the  past  year. 

We  have  been  paying  particular  attention  to  writng,  spelling  and 
language;  not  that  we  are  behind  other  schools  in  these  subjects,  but 
that  we  do  not  seem  to  reach  the  same  degree  of  excellence  that  we 
do  in  other  subjects.  With  a  little  extra  time  and  effort  along  these 
lines,  I  think  we  will  be  able  to  remove  any  defects  that  may  exist 
and  graduate  pupils  from  the  eighth  grade  who  are  equally  prepared 
in  all  subjects  alike. 

In  the  fall  of  190S,  a  somewhat  unusual  musical  organization  was 
started,  known  as  the  High  School  Band.  Composed  of  some  thirty 
pieces  at  the  outset,  its  proportions  have  steadily  grown  until  now  it 
has  reached  the  splendid  total  of  about  eighty  members.  Clad  in  at- 
tractive uniforms  and  with  good  instruments,  they  present  a  striking 
appearance.  Their  progress  from  a  musical  standpoint  has  been  lit- 
tle short  of  marvelous,  and  their  services  being  in  great  demand,  attest 
their  popularity. 

The  High  School  Class  nights  and  Commencement  exercises  were 
Aery  pleasing.     Sixty  young  men  and  women  received  their  diplomas. 
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A  large  percentage  of  the  class  will  continue  their  work  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

In  closing  my  report,  1  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for 
their  kind  consideration  during  the  imst  year. 


BRISTOL  BORO  UGH— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  year  1008-1909  has  been  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  event- 
ful years  in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  Bristol.  The  first  event  of 
importance  was  on  September  15,  1908,  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  splendid  eight  roomed  building  that  now  stands  at  the  coiner 
of  Jefferson  Avenue  and  Bond  street.  About  Ave  hundred  school 
children  with  their  teachers,  members  of  the  School  Board  and  Town 
Council,  marched  in  a  body  with  flags  flying  to  the  place  of  dedication. 
The  towns-people  joined  heartily  in  the  celebration,  and  it  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  impressive  occasion.  The  building  was  dedicated  May  24, 
25  and  26,  1909,  with  interesting  and  appropriate  exercises;  the  first 
evening  was  for  the  public,  the  second  for  parents  and  the  speakers 
were  Charles  Heber  Clark  and  Franklin  Spencer  Edmonds.  The  third 
evening  the  president  of  the  school  board,  Mr.  Win.  V.  Leech,  gave  a 
banquet  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  guests,  including  the  school  board, 
teachers,  town  council,  representative  men  from  the  county  and  town. 

The  progressive  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Bristol  is  very 
largely  due  to  the  earnest,  energetic,  generous  efforts  of  Mr.  Leech, 
who  spares  neither  time  nor  effort  nor  money  of  his  own  to  give  the 
children  the  best  opportunities  possible. 

A  second  event  of  great  importance  was  the  observance  of  the  Lin- 
coln Centenary.  This  was  carried  out  in  such  a  way  as  never  to  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  took  part.  The  school  children,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred,  marched  to  the  largest  ball  in  town,  which  seats 
about  one  thousand,  and  there  joined  in  songs  and  recitations,  pat- 
riotic in  their  nature.  The  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  the  town 
united  with  them,  and  the  house  was  crowded  with  the  parents  of 
the  children.  The  smaller  children  were  not  forgotten  for  members 
of  the  School  Board  and  G.  A.  R.  visited  them  and  heard  their  exer- 
cises.    Such  events  do  much  to  foster  patriotism. 

The  regular  work  of  the  schools  went  on  with  increased  interest  be- 
cause of  these  special  occasions,  and  the  teachers  felt  the  sympathy 
and  encouragement  which  was  shown  them.  The  classes  were  brought 
well  up  to  grade.  Music  was  introduced  into  all  the  schools  below 
the  High  School  and  the  pupils  made  remarkable  progress  in  sight 
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singing.  The  teachers  took  up  the  subject  with  unusual  earnestness 
and  success. 

The  professional  work  of  the  teachers  was  very  good,  classes  for 
study  being  well  attended.  Several  meetings  of  parents  and  teachers 
were  held  during  the  year  and  much  good  resulted. 

The  crowning  event  of  the  year,  commencement,  was  held  on  June 
4th,  which  was  indeed  a  great  day,  for  Bristol  had  the  unusual  honor 
of  having  for  speaker  on  that  occasion,  Hon.  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania.  Governor  Stuart  was  given  a  hearty  enthu- 
siastic welcome  by  the  school  children  and  towns-people  at  the  rail- 
road station  and  later  at  the  commencement  exercises,  where  he  ad- 
dressed a  large  audience  of  about  one  thousand  people. 

It  was  a  memorable  occasion  and  his  earnest,  stirring  words  made 
a  deep  impression  on  all  present,  and  will  have  a  great  influence  on 
the  younger  people  who  have  their  fight  yet  to  make. 


BUTLER  BOROUGH— Jno.  A.  Gibson. 


The  school  year  1908-1909  has  been  one  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
officers  and  pa  irons  of  the  public  schools. 

The  high  school  entered  its  new  home  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 
Appropriate  dedicatory  exercises  were  held  on  November  25,  1908. 
This  was  a  gala  day  in  the  history  of  the  local  schools.  The  after- 
noon Avas  given  over  to  a  public  reception  and  inspection  of  the 
building  and  in  the  evening  appropriate  services  were  held  in  the 
beautiful  new  auditorium  of  the  building.  Eloquent  addresses  were 
given  on  this  occasion  by  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  of  Allegheny 
county  and  Supt.  H.  V.  Hotchkiss,  of  Akron,  Ohio.  The  high  school 
enrollment  has  responded  to  the  opportunities  of  the  new  quarters 
and  has  arisen  to  375  for  the  year.  A  commercial  department  was  in- 
stalled at  the  middle  of  the  term  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Ross  and  has  been  most  successfully  conducted. 

Our  schools  have  for  many  years  been  working  under  the  semi-an- 
imal promotion  plan  with  the  highest  degree  of  satisfaction  to  all. 
This  plan  is  the  logical  outcome  of  semi-annual  admission  to  the  pri- 
mary grades,  now  provided  for  by  State  law.  Our  mid-year  grad- 
uating class  from  the  high  school  numbered  20  and  the  June  class  32, 
making  a  total  of  52  for  the  year.  This  is  a  record  breaking  total. 
The  graduates  from  the  grammar  school  numbered  about  120. 

We  have  found  a  fair  solution  for  the  problem  of  the  over-crowded 
grammar  school  curriculum  by  arranging  for  seventeen   (17)   steps 
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below  the  high  school — eight  and  one  half  years.  The  last  step  is 
devoted  to  a  review  of  the  common  branches  and  Civil  Government 
and  some  beginning  work  in  Latin  which  fits  the  student  for  high 
school  entrance.  This  arrangement  has  reduced  our  loss  of  pupils 
between  the  grammar  school  and  high  school  to  as  low  a  percentage 
as  the  loss  between  any  two  steps  in  the  advanced  grammar  or  high 
school  years. 

A  pleasant  feature  of  the  year  was  the  meeting  of  the  Bound  Table 
of  Principals  and  Superintendents  of  North  Western  Pennsylvania 
and  Eastern  Ohio,  held  in  the  new  high  school  auditorium  on  March 
3  9-20,  1909.  The  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  gratifying  and  the 
papers  and  discussions  most  helpful. 

Butler  has  assumed  a  progressive  school  attitude.  A  gymnasium 
for  the  high  school  is  being  equipped  for  next  year.  Manual  training, 
cooking  and  sewing  will  come  soon.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  com- 
munity will  make  necessary  a  new  ward  building  in  the  near  future, 
plans  for  which  are  already  being  considered. 


CABBOXDALE— Thos.  L.  Gilmartin. 


The  Carbondale  schools  have  completed  another  year's  work  which 
in  the  main  was  quite  satisfactory.  A  very  encouraging  feature  of 
existing  school  conditions  is  the  large  number  of  boys  and  girls  in  the 
upper  grades.  This  augurs  well  for  the  future.  One  of  the  problems, 
we  are  trying  to  solve  is  the  keeping  in  school  that  class  of  children 
who  leave  scbool  permanently  from  the  seventh  grade  on.  We  believe 
that  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  compel  parents  to  give 
their  children  at  least  an  elementary  education. 

Judging  from  the  tone  of  public  comment,  the  work  of  the  schools 
has  met  with  general  approval.  The  evidences  of  the  year's  work  bear 
testimony  to  the  faithful  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  school  officials. 

Below  the  high  school  we  have  nine  grades,  covering  the  work  of 
nine  years.  This  I  consider  a  very  good  feature  as  the  year's  maturity 
better  fits  them  for  the  arduous  task  of  high  school  work.  We  grad- 
uated a  class  of  thirty-eight  from  our  high  school.  The  class  night 
exercises  were  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  high  school,  and  the 
graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house  as  usual.  The 
exercises  were  very  gratifying  to  the  patrons  and  reflected  great  credit 
on  the  high  school  faculty. 

During  the  year  monthly  meetings  of  the  teachers  were  held.  At 
these  meetings,  topics  which  were  in  clnse  touch  with  the  every  day 
work  of  our  schools  were  discussed.  At  first  our  teachers  were  rather 
diffident  about  entering  the  discussion.    After  two  or  three  meetings 
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this  diffidence  subsided  and  not  only  the  ones  named  to  conduct  the 
discussion  but  the  corps  as  a  whole  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
meeting.  The  expressed  opinion  of  the  teachers  was  that  the  meetings 
were  enjoyable  and  helpful. 

There  was  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  among  the  teachers  the 
past  year.  However,  we  were  fortunate  in  having  experienced 
teachers  for  substitutes  so  that  the  loss  to  the  schools  was  reduced 
to  the  minimum. 

During  the  year,  number  four  school  was  equipped  with  a  steam 
heating  and  dry  closet  apparatus.  This  change  gives  us  interior 
toilets  in  all  school  buildings. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  sincerely  those  who  have  helped 
to  make  the  work  of  the  year  a  success,  to  thank  the  Department  of 
Instruction  for  its  courtesy  and  advice,  and  lastly  to  thank  the  corps 
of  teachers  who  contributed  so  much  to  the  success  and  welfare  of 
our  schools. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


During  vacation  the  board  had  all  doors  of  all  school  buildings 
made  to  open  outward.  The  Underwriters'  Fire  Extinguishers,  made 
by  Wright  and  Thomas,  of  Boston,  were  placed  on  each  floor  of  the 
different  buildings.  All  furniture  which  has  become  soiled  by  use 
was  scraped,  refilled,  and  varnished,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  new 
furniture.  The  Penn  building  was  repainted.  A  physical  laboratory 
costing  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  was  added  to  the  science  depart- 
ment, one  new  typewriter  to  the  commercial  department  of  the  high 
school,  and  a  set  of  Johnson  maps  was  placed  in  the  department  of 
history  and  geography  in  the  consolidated  grammar  school.  The 
work  in  music  and  drawing  was  placed  on  a  better  basis  by  the  em- 
ployment of  a  supervisor.  One  additional  teacher  was  placed  in  the 
high  school,  making  seven  teachers  in  the  white  high  school  and  one 
in  the  colored.  The  salaries  of  all  teachers  in  the  high  and  grammar 
grades  were  increased  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  superintendent  was 
given  a  clerk. 

During  the  year  we  had  the  largest  enrollment  in  our  history,  but 
the  work  of  the  schools  was  considerably  retarded  by  an  epidemic 
of  measles.  During  a  single  month  we  had  more  than  three  hundred 
children  quarantined.  This,  together  with  chicken-pox  and  mumps, 
reduced  the  average  attendance  and  made  the  work  of  the  teachers 
very  bad ;  many  of  them  spent  extra  time  with  children  who  had  been 
absent,  in  working  them  up  to  the  grade. 
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By  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Charles  L.  Lamberton,  of  New 
York  City,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  turned 
over  to  our  school  board  for  investment,  the  annual  income  of  which 
must  be  devoted  to  two  prizes  of  equal  value,  to  be  awarded  to  a  boy 
and  girl  who  shall  present  the  best  essays  on  any  subject  of  local 
history.  This  year  the  prizes  amounted  to  twenty-five  dollars  each, 
the  fund  having  been  invested  for  only  six  months. 

May  18  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day.  In  order  to  bring  in  the 
''Peace"  element,  all  pupils  wore  a  white  flower;  and  special  pro- 
grams were  rendered  during  the  last  hour  of  the  day.  Deputy  Super- 
intendent Teitrick  gave  an  interesting  address  to  the  students  of 
the  high  school.  This  proved  to  be  an  occasion  of  unusual  interest 
more  than  twenty-seven  hundred  visits  being  made  to  the  schools  by 
patrons. 

Arbor  day  was  observed  Friday,  April  2'.\.  In  the  high  school  each 
class  planted  a  tree;  in  the  grades  each  building  planted  a  tree.  In 
all  the  schools  the  "Care  of  Trees"  was  presented  in  an  intelligent 
manner  by  persons  competent  to  interest  children. 

More  attention  was  paid  to  special  programs  of  a  literary  naiure 
than  in  years  past.  The  art  of  public  speaking  must  receive  some 
attention  in  the  school  life  of  a  child.  Almost  every  person  is  called 
upon  from  time  to  time  to  express  himself  in  public.  The  ordinary 
school  work  as  conducted  in  the  class  room  does  not  develop  our 
young  people  along  this  line. 


CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


The  constant  growth  of  our  town  demands  additional  facilities 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  schools.  Our  directors  are  profiling 
by  the  mistakes  of  former  boards.  Last  summer  a  handsome  building, 
designed  according  to  State  requiriuenls,  was  erected  on  Broad  Street, 
the  equipments  of  which  are  all  modern.  The  cost  of  the  building  and 
furniture,  including  the  price  paid  for  the  grounds,  was  nearly  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  The  designs  contemplate  an  addition  that  will  be 
built  when  needed.  This  is  by  far  the  most  attractive  and  the  most 
convenient  school  building  in  town. 

Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  a  $00,000  high  school  building. 
The  work  will  be  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it  is  expected 
that  at  the  opening  of  1010  the  school  will  occupy  more  commodious 
quarters. 
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Our  present  corps  of  teachers  numbers  forty-four.  The  extension 
of  the  borough  limits  brought  under  our  care  many  pupils  who  form- 
erly attended  schools  in  adjoining  districts,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
we  were  obliged  to  employ  six  additional  teachers.  Of  these,  one  was 
assigned  to  the  high  school,  the  others  to  the  grades. 

Our  high  school  faculty  is  now  composed  of  six  energetic,  well 
equipped  teachers,  and  with  the  completion  of  the  new  building  still 
further  help  will  be  needed. 

A  class  of  thirty-three  young  people  was  graduated  from  our  high 
school,  constituting  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The 
closing  exercises  were  highly  enjoyable..  Quite  a  number  of  these 
graduates  will  enter  college  without  conditions  in  any  one  branch. 

We  had  our  full  share  of  discouragements.  An  epidemic  of  measles 
played  havoc  with  our  attendance  for  a  while,  and  progress  was 
correspondingly  hindered.  With  all  this,  we  congratulate  ourselves 
on  the  work  done. 

The  past  is-;  history, — the  future  is  unknown  and  uncertain.  We 
however  hopefully  look  forward  to  the  day  when  the  schools  of  our 
good  old  town  will  fully  meet  the  fondest  expectations  of  her  citizens. 


CHAELEROI— James  G.   Pentz. 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  write  the  first  Superintendent's  Annual  Report 
of  the  Charleroi  public  schools. 

At  the  opening  of  school  on  September  1,  1908,  the  new  eight- 
roomed  building,  No.  4,  on  Crest  Avenue  near  Eighth  Street  was 
occupied,  thus  providing  four  additional  schools  with  all  the  con- 
veniences necessary  to  enable  teachers  and  pupils  to  do  efficient  work. 
Owing  to  the  increased  attendance  during  the  first  term  of  school 
it  became  necessary  to  occupy  the  remaining  four  rooms  in  this 
building  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  the  seating  capacity  of  all 
four  buildings  was  reached,  thus  making  it  advisable  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  school  year  of  1909-1010  to  open  one  school  in  building 
No.  5  to  accommodate  the  beginners  for  this  year. 

On  the  whole,  the  work  of  our  schools  was  very  creditably  done. 
The  teaching  corps  was  more  competent  than  that  of  any  preceding 
year,  only  two  persons  proving  themselves  unworthy  of  re-election.  A 
series  of  most  beneficial  and  instructive  teacher's  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  These  consisted  of  general  and  special  grade 
teachers'  meetings, 
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The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,915.  The  enrollment  for  the  year 
1907-1908  was  1788.  This  shows  an  increase  of  127  pupils,  and  the 
wisdom  of  providing  four  additional  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term.  A  most  healthy  educational  interest  was  manifested  by  the 
unusual  number  of  visits  by  patrons  and  friends  of  public  education. 
These  persons  made  2,757  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  year. 

During  the  last  four  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement 
in  the  character  of  the  work  done  in  our  schools.  The  work  in  our 
high  school  is  in  shape  now  to  become  an  attractive  factor  in  the 
city's  future  welfare.  The  progressive  interest  in  high  school  educa- 
tion is  evidenced  by  the  act  of  the  Board  of  Education  adopting  the 
Superintendent's  revised  course  of  study,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
change  from  the  present  three  year  high  school  to  a  four  year  school 
with  the  following  courses  of  study :  general,  college  entrance  and  com- 
mercial. These  courses  will  be  regularly  pursued  by  the  pupils  during 
the  year  beginning  in  September,  1910.  The  desire  of  the  public  for 
this  needed  change  is  indeed  encouraging  to  those  who  are  laboring 
to  make  the  schools  of  Charleroi  among  the  best  in  the  State. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP.  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— 

Win.  G.  Cleaver. 


The  year  just  closed  lias  been  a  successful  one.  The  enrollment 
has  been  larger  than  during  any  previous  year,  and  the  attendance 
very  good.  The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered 
seventeen,  and  sixty-two  were  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  to 
enter  the  high  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  coining  year. 

Among  the  events  of  the  year  of  more  than  local  importance  was 
the  decision  of  the  Montgomery  County  Court  that  the  paying  of 
transportation  to  the  high  school  at  Elkins  Park  was  not  warranted 
b}*  law.  Cheltenham  township  had  been  furnishing  transportation  to 
the  high  school  since  1903,  and  during  the  last  few  years  a  number 
of  other  districts  with  somewhat  similar  conditions  had  begun  the 
practice.  By  the  ruling  of  the  court  this  is  illegal,  not  being  specified 
as  among  the  powers  granted  to  school  boards.  In  justice  to  the 
people  who  live  in  the  parts  of  large  townships  remote  from  the 
centre,  and  are  thereby  practically  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  the 
schools  to  whose  support  they  contribute  their  full  share,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  boards  will  tie  given  power  to  appropriate  money  for  trans- 
portation as  conditions  in  their  districts  may  demand. 
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The  new  Glenside  building  was  occupied  during  the  year.  A 
manual  training  centre  has  been  established  in  this  building  and  is 
used  by  the  boys  of  grades  VI- VI II  from  Wyncote,  Edge  Hill  and 
Glenside.  Three  of  the  four  schoolrooms  were  used  during  the  past 
year,  and  in  view  of  the  growth  of  population  it  is  altogether  prob- 
able that  the  entire  building  will  be  in  use  next  term. 

The  work  in  domestic  science  and  domestic  art,  which  was  put 
upon  a  substantial  basis  at  the  opening  of  the  term,  has  been  most 
successful.  Pupils  and  parents  alike  have  shown  deep  interest,  and  in 
all  respects  it  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  departments 
included  in  our  curriculum.  The  exhibits  of  work  in  sewing  and  the 
luncheons  cooked  and  served  by  the  girls  at  the  end  of  the  term  were 
among  the  features  of  the  closing  weeks  that  called  out  special  com- 
mendation from  the  patrons  of  the  schools. 


CHESTER— Thomas  S.  Cole. 


Educational  affairs  in  Chester  have  pursued  a  rather  quiet  course 
during  the  past  year. 

Our  attendance  has  been  somewhat  diminished  by  the  hard  times, 
but  the  same  cause  has  increased  the  numbers  in  the  grammar  and 
high  school  grades.  It  does  not  exactly  natter  our  professional  pride 
to  think  that  parents  send  their  children  to  school  because  they  can- 
not find  work  for  them,  but  such  is  the  fact.  I  suppose  other  districts 
note  the  same  tendency.  It  is  a  drift  that  only  industrial  education, 
it  seems  .to  me,  will  stop. 

French  has  been  introduced  into  the  high  school,  during  the  past 
year,  and  taught  with  success. 

Our  penmanship,  under  special  supervision,  has  reached  a  high 
grade  of  excellence. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  substitution  of  adjustable 
for  non-adjustable  desks. 

Our  good  work  in  illustration  continues.  We  now  have  six  stereop- 
ticons  and  over  a  thousand  slides,  not  to  mention  a  hundred  or  more 
stereographs.  The  geographical  cabinet  furnished  by  the  State  has 
been  very  useful,  as  far  as  it  went.  We  need  about  thirty  more  just 
like  it.  Personally,  I  do  not  see  how  teaching  above  the  primary 
grades  can  dispense  with  these  aids  to  imagination  and  conception. 
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COAL    TOWNSHIP,    NORTHUMBERLAND    COUNTY— S.    C. 

Yocum. 


This  is  my  first  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the  puhlic 
schools  of  Coal  township.  Having  been  principal  of  the  coal  township 
high  school  for  the  nine  preceding  years,  the  change  from  principal 
to  superintendent  was  comparatively  easy. 

Statistical  Report. 

Number  of  school  buildings,  21 ;  number  of  rooms,  57 ;  number  of 
teachers  employed,  male,  32,  female,  40;  number  of  teachers  holding 
permanent  certificates  and  normal  diplomas,  21 ;  number  of  teachers 
holding  professional  certificates,  32 ;  number  of  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates,  19 ;  salary  of  teachers  holding  normal  diplomas 
and  permanent  certificates,  male,  $75.  female,  $00;  teachers  holding 
professional  certificates,  male,  $71;  female,  $55;  teachers  holding- 
provisional  certificates,  male,  $68,  female,  $50;  number  of  pupils 
enrolled,  2,557 ;  average  daily  attendance,  1 ,700 ;  percentage  of  atten- 
dance, 90;  number  of  pupils  completing  the  grammar  schools,  44; 
number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  69;  average  daily  atten- 
dance in  the  high  school,  50;  percentage  of  attendance  in  the  high 
school,  98;  number  of  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  (class  of 
1909),  11;  number  of  applicants  granted  professional  certificates,  5; 
number  of  applicants  granted  provisional  certificates,  39;  length  of 
the  school  term,  10  months. 

Our  teachers  have  proved  to  be  very  loyal  in  their  co-operation 
with  our  plan  of  work  and  management  of  the  schools.  Having 
worked  faithfully  to  awaken  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  to 
receive  an  education. 

Special  Exercises. 

Patrons  Day  was  observed  in  all  schools,  February  22nd  with 
appropriate  exercises  for  Washington's  birthday.  Parents  received 
written  invitations  to  attend  and  1,542  parents  and  friends  visited  the 
different  schools.  The  teachers  had  arranged  a  large  collection  of 
the  pupils  daily  written  work  for  display.  It  was  an  interesting 
feature  as  the  parents  were  pleased  to  see  the  work  of  their  girls 
and  boys. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  all  schools  with  appropriate  exercises. 
Trees  were  planted  in  the  high  school  yard,  the  Lincoln  and  the 
Whittier. 

A  Bound  Table  Conference  of  superintendents  and  principals  of 
Northumberland  county  together  with  the  teachers  of  Coal  township 
was  held  in  the  Coal  township  high  school  study  hull,  April  17th, 
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We  had  an  excellent  meeting  and  all  who  were  in  attendance  gave 
expressions  that  they  were  greatly  benefitted  and  that  they  never 
enjoyed  themselves  better. 

New  Buildings. 

The  new  Whitney  four-room  building  at  Excelsior  was  completed 
in  June,  1908.  It  took  the  place  of  a  three-room  frame  building  and 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  Excelsior  district  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  building  was  built  by  T.  J.  Coates  &  Brother,  for  $9,500. 

The  Garfield  new  addition  will  be  completed  before  next  school 
term  opens.  There  were  four  rooms  built  about  twelve  years  ago 
which  were  added  to  the  old  four-room  frame  building.  Six  additional 
rooms  will  now  take  the  pla^e  of  the  old  frame  building,  making  a 
ten-room  building  which  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  district.  The  plans  were  drawn  by  architects  Jury,  Kessler, 
Lee  &  Co.  The  contractor  is  Lawrence  Cashmarick.  The  building 
will  cost  $21,000. 

High  School. 

Our  high  school  is  doing  good  work.  No  pains  are  spared  by  our 
enterprising  board  in  giving  all  the  help  needed  for  its  success.  The 
request  for  appliances  necessary  to  aid  in  carrying  on  this  work  are 
cheerfully  granted.  We  feel  that  our  high  school  may  be  classed 
among  the  best  in  the  State.  Eleven  students  completed  the  course 
and  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  present  year  (June  2nd).  The 
commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  pavilion  of  the  Marysville 
Park  before  a  very  large  and  appreciative  audielice.  Hon.  Vor's 
Auten,  Judge  of  Northumberland  county  delivered  the  commencement 
address  to  the  graduating  class  in  a  very  entertaining  and  instructive 
manner. 

Truant  Officer. 

Whe  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  compulsory  education 
law.  Our  board  of  directors  have  employed  a  special  attendance 
officer  to  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law. 
As  a  result  practically  all  children  of  the  district  of  the  required  age 
attend  school  regularly. 

Outing  Day. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  management  of  the  Shamokin  Street 
Kailway  Company  the  children  of  Coal  township  enjoyed  a  free  outing 
at  their  beautiful  Edgewood  Park,  June  3rd,  the  day  after  school 
closed.  Free  transportation  and  a  free  ride  on  one  of  the  Park  attrac- 
tions were  given  each  pupil.  Over  2,500  children  enjoyed  the  day. 
The  management  used  every  effort  to  please  the  children  and  to  avoid 
any  accidents  which  might  tend  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  day. 
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In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  board  of  education  with  whom  I  have  labored  during  the  past 
year.  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  board  for 
their  confidence  and  support,  and  to  the  teachers  for  their  co-opera- 
tion and  devotion  to  their  school  duties. 


COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


Earnest  and  conscientious  effort  on  the  part  of  teacbers  and  pupils 
during  the  year  that  has  just  closed  have,  I  am  happy  to  say,  been 
crowned  with  eminent  success  along  all  lines  educational. 

During  the  year  there  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  847  males  and 
885  females,  making  a  total  of  1,732.  Of  these,  256  were  colored. 
The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term  ending  May  28,  1909,  was  96. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  we  were  obliged  to  equip  an  additional 
room  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  in  the  fourth  grade  of 
our  colored  school.  In  this  room  there  were  enrolled  about  fifty 
pupils  during  the  term. 

Another  important  event  was  the  introduction  of  the  departmental 
method  of  teaching  throughout  the  three  grammar  grades  of  our 
school.  So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine  at  this  time,  this  method 
will  prove  to  be  a  step  in  advance  of  the  old  method. 

And  now  a  word  in  reference  to  our  high  school.  In  no  department 
of  our  schools  has  the  work  been  more  successful  than  has  it  in  this. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  last  term  the  course  of  study  was  thoroughly 
revised  and  brought  fully  up-to-date.  As  the  course  now  stands,  it 
is  largely  elective.  This  enables  pupils  to  elect  just  those  branches 
which  will  best  prepare  them  for  their  future  careers.  The  commer- 
cial department,  which  was  established  last  fall,  has  proved  to  be 
exceedingly  popular  with  the  pupils  and  their  parents.  During  the 
term  about  fifty  pupils  were  enrolled  in  this  department,  which  prob- 
ably has  proved  to  be  more  successful  than  any  other  department  of 
the  school. 

In  the  past  we  have  endeavored  to  keep  abreast  with  the  times,  and 
we  are  vain  enough  to  believe  that  we  have  met  with  a  fair  degree 
of  success  in  our  efforts.  We  do  not  propose,  however,  to  rest  satis- 
fied with  past  attainments ;  but  propose  to  reach  forward  to  greater 
things  in  the  future.  Our  next  effort  will  be  to  secure  the  establish- 
ment of  courses  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science. 
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COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


The  closing  exercises  of  our  schools  were  marked  by  the  manifesta- 
tion of  unusual  interest  in  the  general  efforts  of  the  pupils.  The 
exhibit  of  the  work  done  in  art  and  in  other  subjects  elicited  much 
favorable  comment.  A  crowded  house  greeted  the  graduating  ciass 
of  the  high  school  as  they  met  to  receive  their  diplomas.  The  polished 
and  scholarly  address  given  on  this  occasion  by  Dr.  E.  Hershey  Sneath 
of  Yale  University,  was  greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  past  year  no  unusual  problems  presented  themselves. 
The  work  was  equal  to  the  best  of  former  years.  The  majority  of 
our  teachers  have  had  years  of  successful  experience.  They  are  am- 
bitious and  skillful,  and  the  results  of  their  teaching  are  good.  From 
the  primary  grades  up  through  the  high  school  we  have  a  band  of 
earnest,  enthusiastic  workers.  Seven  of  our  younger  teachers  have 
recently  passed  a  successful  examination  for  permanent  certificates. 
More  than  half  of  our  number  now  hold  the  highest  grade  certificates. 

In  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  we  have  very 
little  difficulty.  The  great  problem  with  us  is,  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  neglected  child,  coming  from  the  home  of  the  parent  living 
on  a  low  moral  plane.  The  State  or  society  should  in  some  way  take 
care  of  those  who  are  surrounded  by  conditions  that  have  a  tendency 
to  lead  to  idleness  and  crime.  The  parents  can  not  be  reformed,  but 
the  child  can  be  saved.  The  perpetuity  of  right  social  relations  and 
conditions  is  founded  upon  the  home.  In  many  ways  the  schools  have 
a  tendency  to  elevate  the  home,  but  where  the  parents  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  elevating  influences,  the  transforming  power  of  the  schools 
should  be  felt  through  some  special  institutions. 

Most  communities  are  desirous  of  having  good  schools,  but  in  many 
cases  the  financial  resources  are  so  limited  that  properly  equipped 
schools  are  nearly  an  impossibility.  Other  places,  that  could  do  much 
more  for  the  children  than  they  are  doing,  are  led  astray  by  those 
who  are  constantly  emphasizing  "the  burdens  of  taxation." 

On  account  of  the  limited  financial  resources  at  their  disposal  our 
board  of  directors  is  not  able  to  bring  up  the  schools  to  that  degree 
of  efficiency  demanded  by  the  changed  social  and  economical  condi- 
tions of  the  present.  In  the  fundamentals  the  work  has  been  to  a  high 
degree  encouraging,  but  it  is  regretted  that  the  boys  and  girls  in  all 
communities  can  not  have  equal  opportunities  for  acquiring  those 
things  that  have  a  tendency  to  fit  them  for  various  vocations.  The 
schools  of  the  future  must  do  more  for  those  who  do  not  expect  to 
enter  colleges  and  professional  schools. 
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CONSHOHOCKEN— E.  B.  Ziegler. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  consistent  progress,  and  the  outlook  for 
the  following  term  is  very  good.  The  buildings  are  now  in  excellent 
condition.  They  have  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  painted  inside 
and  outside,  and  the  desks  have  been  cleaned  and  varnished. 

The  teachers  have  felt  deep  interest  in  their  work.  A  number  of 
them  have  been  pursuing  supplementary  University  courses,  and  all  of 
them  have  profited  by  a  special  course  of  lectures  given  in  the  school 
on  Child  Psychology.  The  superintendent  has  granted  one  profes- 
sional certificate  and  has  at  present  in  his  corps  but  one  teacher 
that  holds  a  provisional  certificate.  Consistent  with  the  increased 
demands  for  higher  qualifications  of  teachers,  salaries  have  been 
raised  in  the  case  of  the  superintendent,  principal  of  the  high  school, 
assistant  in  the  high  school,  principal  of  the  primary  department,  and 
the  teacher  of  wood  working. 

There  has  been  an  enrollment  of  929  pupils,  the  largest  number 
in  the  history  of  the  schools.  This  number  includes  also,  the  largest 
enrollment  that  has  ever  been  in  the  high  school,  as  well  as  a  large 
Dumber  of  pupils  from  districts  outside  of  the  borough.  It  is  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  that  a  greater  number  of  pupils  have 
remained  in  school  for  a  longer  period  than  has  been  the  case  in 
previous  years.  The  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  twenty-five — 
fourteen  boys  and  eleven  girls — of  whom  many  expect  to  continue 
their  studies  in  higher  institutions. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  has  been  materially  changed 
with  the  hope  of  giving  a  training  that  would  be,  at  once,  more  thor- 
ough and  better  adapted  to  the  particular  needs  of  this  community. 
To  this  end  there  were  arranged  the  following  courses— Classical, 
Scientific,  Commercial,  and  General.  The  number  of  subjects  in  each 
course  is  decreased,  and  a  greater  emphasis  is  placed  upon  results. 

The  success  of  the  past  year  is.  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  the  board 
whose  attitude  has  been  unusually  progressive  and  liberal. 


COBBY—  Virgil  G.  Curtis. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  and  con- 
dition of  the  schools  of  this  district,  with  brief  comments  on  our 
general  educational  outlook. 
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We  feel  justified  in  the  assertion  that  the  school  year  of  nine  months, 
which  closed  June  ninth,  1909,  has  been  one  of  substantial  progress 
and  of  gratifying  results. 

With  a  faithful,  conscientious  and  progressive  corps  of  teachers, 
an  intelligent  and  public  spirited  board  of  directors,  an  ambitious 
and  industrious  class  of  pupils  and  a  strong,  helpful  sentiment  in  the 
community,  in  favor  of  good  schools,  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if 
the  school  work  of  the  year  did  not  bear  the  mark  of  genuine  progress. 
No  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  work  of  the  grades,  but  constant 
effort  was  made  to  keep  the  work,  in  matter  and  method,  abreast  of 
the  times.  I  can  speak  with  much  praise  of  the  excellent  results 
obtained  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  language  and  literature.  We 
have  emphasized  the  point,  and  worked  on  the  plan,  that  language, 
including  good  reading,  good  spelling,  and  good  expression — both  oral 
and  written — is  fundamental  to  all  other  branches  of  study,  and  with 
this  end  in  view,  we  have  devoted  particular  attention  to  language. 
By  the  constant  use  of  a  large  number  of  well  graded  supplementary 
readers,  our  pupils  become  acquainted  with  the  best  literary  produc- 
tions and  the  most  valuable  historic  facts;  they  learn  much  about 
plants  and  animals,  their  habits  and  uses,  and  the  care  and  attention 
they  need ;  they  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  great  masters  of  art  and 
their  immortal  productions  which  have  meant  so  much  to  humanity ; 
they  learn  something  of  the  physical  forces  and  laws  of  nature  and 
how  by  discovery  and  invention  man  has  made  them  subservient  to  his 
use;  their  attention  is  directed  to  those  great  industries  which  have 
wielded  such  a  potent  influence  in  giving  our  country  its  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  they  have  thus  early  developed  a 
taste  for  geography,  history  and  the  sciences  which  gives  them  a 
keener  zest  for  these  subjects. 

We  had  few  changes  of  teachers  in  our  primary  and  intermediate 
grades,  and  the  long  experience  and  superior  competency  of  these 
teachers  insured  uniformity  and  efficiency. 

The  present  arrangement  for  the  grading  of  our  schools  provides 
for  a  ninth  grade  as  a  completion  of  the  grammar  school  course. 
This  advanced  grammar  grade,  though  dispensed  with  in  many  city 
school  systems  in  this  and  other  states,  certainly  gives  our  students 
a  more  thorough  preparation  for  high  school,  and,  in  case  they  leave 
school  at  the  end  of  the  common  school  course,  as  many  do,  it  fits 
them  better  for  the  ordinary  vocations  of  life  which  they  enter  than 
they  would  be  fitted  if  we  had  but  eight  grades  below  the  high  school. 
This  ninth  grade  work  with  us  is  in  the  hands  of  two  exceptionally 
competent  teachers,  Miss  Elizabeth  Ranney  and  Miss  Sarah  McNeill, 
and  the  thorough  review  in  the  common  branches,  the  careful  drill 
in  history  and  civics,  the  attention  paid  to  current  topics,  and  the 
practical  instruction  in  business  methods  is  of  inestimable  value  to 
11—5—1909, 
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pupils  of  that  most  impressionable  age.  We  would  reach  a  larger 
number  with  the  benefits  of  this  grade  if  the  laws  of  the  State  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  the  tuition  of  those  pupils  from  the  rural 
districts  who  have  no  schools  in  their  own  districts  higher  than  the 
eighth  grade.  Being  obliged,  under  the  present  interpretation  of 
the  law,  to  pay  their  tuition  both  in  this  grade  and  in  the  high  school, 
many  of  them  are  thus  deprived  of  the  opportunities  which  are  af- 
forded the  boys  and  girls  who  live  in  the  city. 

High  School. 

The  high  school,  under  the  skillful  management  of  its  former  pop- 
ular principal,  Miss  Mary  L.  Breene,  maintained  a  high  degree  of  ef- 
ficiency, and  graduated  a  class  of  seventeen,  twelve  young  ladies  and 
five  young  men.  The  Commencement  Exercises  were  held  in  the  high 
school  auditorium  on  the  evening  of  June  9,  and  the  occasion  was 
marked  by  the  usual  interest  and  encouragement  from  the  citi^ns. 
The  address  to  the  graduates  was  given  by  Hon.  Frank  H.  Mot,,  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  brilliant  and  happy  presentation  of 
the  great  law  of  compensation  and  the  trend  of  modern  education. 

The  diplomas  were  presented  to  the  class  with  appropriate  remarks 
by  Mr.  F.  A.  Loveland,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The 
superintendent,  in  behalf  of  the  donor,  Mr.  Frederick  J.  West,  of 
New  York,  a  graduate  of  the  Corry  high  school,  class  of  '81,  pre- 
sented to  Miss  Foresta  Maynard,  the  prize  of  $10.00  awarded  to  her 
essay.  He  also  presented  to  Miss  Helen  Westley  the  scholarship  to 
which  she  was  entitled  by  reason  of  first  rank  in  her  studies,  offered 
by  Buchtell  College,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

The  insistent  demand  for  practical  and  vocational  subjects  in  the 
public  schools,  something  which  will  fit  pupils  for  the  various  occu- 
pations of  everyday  life,  something  which  can  be  turned  to  account 
in  earning  a  livelihood,  was  partially  met  al  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year,  by  the  addition  of  a  commercial  de\  ailment  to  the  high 
school  course.  The  schedule  for  this  department,  as  adopted  by  the 
board,  comprises  a  full  four  year's  course,  including  the  subject.-:  re- 
garded as  the  foundations  of  a  good  secondary  education,  and  pro- 
viding instruction  in  commercial  subjects  such  as  commercial  arith- 
metic, bookkeeping,  typewriting,  stenography,  business  correspon- 
dence, commercial  law  and  commercial  geography.  Such  a  coarse, 
it  is  believed,  will  meet  the  present  tnd  future  demand  for  a  broad 
and  thorough  training  for  a  business  career.  Trade  and  commerce 
have  become  more  complicated,  more  intricate  and  more  scientific  in 
these  days  than  formerly,  and  it  is  evident  that  those  who  engage  in 
these  pursuits,  must  be  better  equipped.  Social  and  industrial  life 
have  undergone  marked  changes  within  the  past  25  years.  Business 
has  become  a  new  occupation.     It  cannot  be  conducted  on  the  same 
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old  lines.  The  preparation  must  be  broader,  more  extensive,  different. 
A  new  type  of  business  man  must  be  the  product  of  the  changed  condi- 
tions of  the  twentieth  century.  Therefore  we  have  not  shortened  nor 
cheapened  the  commercial  course  in  the  high  school,  but  intend  to  put 
it  on  the  same  basis  and  hold  it  up  to  the  same  plane  as  the  classical 
or  scientific  course.  Such  a  course  will  give  to  our  students  not  only 
the  manual  skill  and  proficiency  required  for  ordinary  clerical  work, 
but  will  provide  for  the  wider  culture,  and  keener  intelligence  now 
absolutely  necessary  for  those  who  are  to  be  leaders  in  the  commer- 
cial competition  of  the  future. 

The  board  secured  the  services  of  Miss  Mary  L.  Warner,  a  gradua+e 
of  the  Geneseo  Wesleyan  Seminary  to  take  charge  of  the  new  depart- 
ment. Eooms  were  fitted  up  for  typewriting  and  stenography,  Type- 
writers were  purchased,  and  the  course  has  proved  to  be  a  popular 
and  successful  one,  inducing  several  of  the  graduates  of  the  re aj alar 
courses  to  return  to  school  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  commer- 
cial subjects.  Three  of  these  were  able  with  the  credits  they  had 
previously  attained  to  complete  the  entire  course  in  the  one  year,  and 
were  granted  diplomas  accordingly. 

Manual  Training. 

If,  however,  we  hope  to  completely  solve  the  problem  confronting 
our  later  day  civilization,  if  we  intend  to  fully  meet  the  demands  of 
this  practical  age,  we  cannot  stop  here.  Commerce  and  industry  go 
hand  in  hand.  There  can  be  no  trade  and  exchange  without  produc- 
tion and  manufacture.  The  industrial  tendency  of  our  times  must 
not  be  overlooked,  we  must  provide  in  the  schools  a  training  of  the 
eye  and  hand  which  will  aid  in  industrial  pursuits  upon  which  in 
such  a  large  measure,  our  future  prosperity  depends. 

Manual  training  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  important 
features  of  modern  education.  Most  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  coun- 
try and  many  small  towns  have  made  provision  for  technical  schools. 
Several  states  have  through  their  legislatures  made  special  appropria- 
tions in  the  aid  of  such  schools  and  several  cities  are  experimenting 
with  trade  schools  which  are  quite  distinct  and  in  advance  of  maiual 
training  schools.  We  realize  that  we  are  quite  behind  the  times  as 
regards  the  industrial  training  of  our  youth  and  hope  that  we  shall 
soon  be  able  to  get  in  line. 

Music. 

Another  subject  which  we  feel  ought  to  receive  consideration  in 
every  system  of  public  schools  is  instruction  in  vocal  music.  But 
without  a  supervisor,  in  this  branch  satisfactory  results  cannot  be 
attained.  So,  while  we  realize  the  high  intellectual  as  well  as  the 
ethical  value  of  the  systematic  study  of  music,  while  we  know  that 
13 
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the  culture  derived  from  it  would  be  felt  in  our  homes  and  in  the 
churches  and  Sunday  schools  of  the  city,  while  we  appreciate  the  in- 
fluence it  would  have  on  the  musical  and  aesthetic  taste  of  the  com- 
munity, yet  we  are  obliged  to  treat  it  in  a  haphazard  manner  or  ne- 
glect it  altogether. 

Memorial  Days. 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  celebrated  with  elaborate  and  attractive  programs  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  city.  Local  speakers  were  secured  to  address  the 
schools  in  the  various  wards,  and  the  impression  made  upon  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  was  profound.  On  Memorial  Day  May  30,  the 
school  children  marched  in  procession  carrying  flags  and  banners 
and  sang  patriotic  songs  in  the  public  park  in  connection  with  the 
exercises  conducted  by  the  veterans  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Ke- 
public. 

Public  Library. 

The  public  library  of  3,600  volumes,  located  in  the  high  school 
building,  is  virtually  a  part  of  our  public  school  system.  It  is  of  in- 
estimable value  to  all  pupils  and  particularly  to  those  of  the  high 
school.  Under  the  direction  of  the  teachers,  they  are  each  year  learn- 
ing better  how  to  use  this  valuable  adjunct  to  their  school  work,  and 
coming  to  appreciate  more  highly  its  manifold  benefits. 

The  Alumni  Association. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  a  strong,  progressive  and  enthusiastic 
organization  of  workers  for  the  interests  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
Town.  Tbeir  annual  banquets  following  the  commencement  night 
are  social  features  of  great  interest.  Nearly  200  members  were  pres- 
ent at  the  twenty-ninth  annual  meeting  giving  evidence  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  graduates  and  their  unabated  interest  in  the  affairs  of  their 
"Alma  Mater." 

I  beg  leave  to  conclude  my  report  with  commendations  to  the 
teachers  for  the  faithful  and  earnest  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  arduous  duties,  and  with  thanks  to  the  directors  for  their  aid 
and  support  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  interest  of  the  schools. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  schools  of  Danville  are  doing  good  work,  and  the  year's  his- 
tory is  chiefly  a  record  of  healthy  growth  and  steady  work  faith- 
fully done. 
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Much  persistent  effort  has  been  directed  toward  better  results  in 
reading,  spelling  and  general  neatness  in  written  work,  and  consider- 
able improvement  along  these  lines  is  noted. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  in  general  has  been  marked  by  a  spirit  of 
earnestness  and  fairness  and  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  with 
a  good  response  from  the  pupils. 

Our  high  school  work  has  been  enriched  in  three  particulars. 
First,  the  adoption  of  a  new  course  of  study  with  more  English  and 
History;  and  requiring  all  students  to  carry  five  subjects  instead  of 
four.  Second,  the  employment  of  a  fifth  teacher  which  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  do  much  better  work  by  reducing  the  size  of  the  classes,  re- 
sulting in  better  classification.  Third,  the  purchase  of  additional 
apparatus  and  equipment  for  the  laboratories,  amounting  to  nearly 
six  hundred  dollars,  enabling  teachers  and  students  in  the  sciences 
to  do  more  and  better  work  than  ever  before. 

Fall  Arbor  day,  October  23,  was  observed  in  Danville  as  never  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  public  schools  accepted  an  invi- 
tation extended  by  the  borough  council  to  participate  in  the  tree- 
planting  exercises  in  the  new  park  on  said  day.  All  the  pupils  and 
teachers  of  the  borough  assembled  at  the  First  Ward  school  build- 
ing, and  together  with  the  school  board,  town  council  and  other 
borough  officials,  marched  two  abreast  to  the  park,  where  several  ap- 
propriate songs  were  sung  by  the  schools;  Prof.  E.  O.  Bickel,  prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school,  read  State  Superintendent  Schaeffer's  letter, 
and  Ealph  Kisner,  esq.,  delivered  an  excellent  address.  More  than 
thirty  trees  were  planted.  The  marching  of  eleven  hundred  pupils 
through  the  streets  on  their  way  to  the  park,  carrying  and  waving 
flags,  presented  a  most  beautiful  sight  and  made  a  deep  impression. 

The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
observed  in  all  of  our  schools  in  an  appropriate  manner.  Programs, 
consisting  of  recitations,  dialogues,  readings  and  patriotic  songs 
were  rendered.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  several  veterans  of  the 
Civil  War,  some  of  whom  had  seen  and  shaken  hands  with  Lincoln. 
The  rooms  were  tastefully  decorated,  and  together  with  the  exer- 
cises, inspired  a  feeling  of  true  patriotism.  Specimens  of  written 
work,  done  by  the  pupils  during  the  term  were  on  exhibition  in  the 
various  grades,  and  incidentally,  the  day  was  made  an  occasion  for 
bringing  the  school  and  the  home  closer  together,  and  for  acquainting 
the  parents  with  the  quality  of  the  work  being  done  in  the  schools. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  began  May  25  with  the  an- 
nual musical  of  the  borough  schools.  Never  before  has  such  un- 
stinted praise  been  bestowed  on  the  pupils'  singing  and  the  work  done 
in  this  branch  by  the  regular  teachers.  The  auditorium  was  crowded, 
mostly  with  patrons.  The  baccalaureate  sermon  was  delivered  on 
Sunday  evening,  May  30,  by  Rev.  J.  Wallaston  Kirk,  pastor  of  the 
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Mahoning  Presbyterian  church.  Grammar  school  commencement 
was  held  in  each  grammar  school  room  June  2.  Excellent  programs 
were  rendered,  the  rooms  being  tastefully  decorated.  Fifty-six  pupils 
received  diplomas,  admitting  them  to  the  high  school.  The  Garfield 
and  Lincoln  Literary  Societies  held  their  annual  contest  June  3. 
This  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  features,  and  much 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  are  put  into  this  contest. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  commencement  of  the  Danville  high 
school  took  place  in  the  opera  house  June  4.  The  afternoon  was 
given  over  to  Class  Day  exercises,  the  commencement  took  place  in 
the  evening.  The  decorations  were  very  beautiful.  A  pleasing  and 
instructive  part  of  the  program  was  an  address  by  Hon.  Grant  Her- 
ring. Thirty-three  students  were  graduated  and  received  diplomas — 
the  largest  graduating  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  As  usual,, 
a  large  percentage  of  the  class  will  go  to  the  colleges  and  other  higher 
institutions  for  further  study. 

All  needed  books  and  supplies  have  been  furnished  promptly  by 
the  board,  and  their  action  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  better 
ment  of  the  schools,  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  people  and  the 
press.  Conditions  warrant  us  in  hoping  for  still  better  results  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 


DARBY— Charles  P.  Sweenv. 


J  herewith  submil  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  and  the 
progress  of  the  public  schools  of  Darby,  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  7,  1909. 

Length  of  term, 10  months 

Number  of  teachers  employed,   27 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 1,239 

Average  daily  attendance, 847 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school, 131 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school,   20 

Average  cost  per  pupil $1.50 

Value  of  school  property, $125,000  00 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 3 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,   6 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal  certificates, 3 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal  diplomas,  14 
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Directors  Earnest. 

The  directors  have  taken  an  added  interest  in  the  work,  giving 
great  attention  in  the  selection  of  new  teachers,  making  professional 
skill  and  loyalty  the  requisites  most  to  be  desired.  They  likewise 
have  given  their  time  and  serious  thought  in  providing  school  advan- 
tages for  all  of  our  boys  and  girls  and  especially  in  seeking  to  bring 
each  and  every  pupil  within  the  wholesome  influence  of  the  school. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  board,  Prof.  Sutton  Fletcher  has  given 
during  the  year,  six  historic  lectures,  in  the  high  school  auditorium, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  grammar  and  high  school  pupils. 

The  high  school  has  two  courses  of  study.  The  Latin-Scientific 
Course  is  for  a  period  of  four  years,  and  the  Commercial  Course, 
which  includes  Bookkeeping,  English,  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Type- 
writing Stenography,  Commercial  Law,  and  Commercial  Geography, 
covers  a  period  of  three  years. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  afternoon  session,  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school  meet  in  the  auditorium,  for  a  drill  in  voice  culture  and 
the  technical  parts  of  music.  A  text  book  and  music  charts  are 
used. 

A  common  want  is  the  omission  of  necessary  reviews  in  the  English 
branches  in  high  school  work.  This  is  remedied  by  a  thorough  review 
of  the  common  branches  in  the  senior  year  of  our  Latin-Scientific 
Course. 

Contagious  diseases  decreased  the  attendance  this  year.  A  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  rules  of  the  local  board  of  health  kept  whole 
families  out  of  school  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  or  more;  but  by 
the  efficient  care  and  attention  of  our  medical  inspector,  Dr.  W,  E. 
Lee,  the  contagion  was  kept  within  due  bounds  and  the  physical 
needs  of  all  of  the  pupils  had  daily  remedial  service.  Too  much  can 
not  be  said  as  to  the  great  benefit  derived  from  the  medical  inspection 
of  our  schools. 

On  February  the  12th  last,  all  the  schools  had  appropriate  exer- 
cises in  honor  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  ''Great 
Commoner,"  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  the 
borough  superintendent  gave  an  address  upon  "Lincoln  as  a  Per- 
sonality." As  a  part  of  our  high  school  work,  the  students  maintain 
a  literary  society,  which  meets  monthly  throughout  the  year.  During 
the  period  of  four  years  the  boys  and  girls  receive  a  helpfull  literary 
training  and  many  thereby  become  good  public  speakers. 

Within  the  current  term,  the  directors  have  had  the  most  improved 
electrical  fire  alarms  placed  in  the  corridors  of  the  school  buildings. 

All  things  being  considered,  the  interests  of  popular  education  in 
this  borough  are  in  a  good,  progressive  condition,  the  future  presents 
brighter  prospects  and  with  the  co-operation  of  all,  a  much  higher 
ideal  can  be  obtained. 
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In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  patrons,  teachers  and  directors 
for  their  interest  and  assistance,  also  the  Department  at  Harrisburg, 
for  aid  and  advice  in  the  work  of  this  office. 


DUBOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


Steady  progress  along  the  line  of  essential  requirements  is  our 
report.  The  work  has  moved  forward  with  great  harmony  and  effec- 
tiveness. Our  teachers  were  exacting  and  thorough  in  their  work, 
the  directors  have  labored  zealously  for  the  highest  welfare  of  the 
schools,  and  the  citizens  generally  have  manifested  great  interest  and 
have  given  loyal  support  to  the  school  authorities. 

Owing  to  the  steady  increase  in  our  school  enrollment,  the  directors 
have  decided  to  erect  a  school  building  in  the  First  Ward  district. 
This  building  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  next 
term.  The  bond  issue  for  a  new  high  school  building  has  been 
approved  by  our  citizens,  and  the  opening  of  the  term,  1910,  will 
place  our  high  school  pupils  in  a  commodious  and  up-to  date  high 
school  building. 

The  high  school  course  of  study  has  been  slightly  revised,  and  a 
commercial  department  has  been  added.  Thirty-five  pupils  have 
already  enrolled  as  commercial  students,  and  the  directors  are  en- 
thusiastic in  making  this  department  strong  in  teaching  ability  and 
equipment,  so  as  to  give  our  pupils  the  best  possible  preparation 
for  business  life. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held,  as  in  previous  years,  on  non- 
consecutive  days,  and  the  work  proved  satisfactory.  With  few  excep- 
tions, our  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  the  discussion  of  educational 
topics  at  our  monthly  teachers'  meetings.  Teachers  who  can  find  no 
interest  in  a  careful  and  systematic  study  of  the  science  and  art  of 
teaching,  should  have  no  place  in  our  system  of  free  education. 

During  the  last  week  of  the  term,  the  Supervisor  of  Drawing  held 
a  public  exhibit  of  work  prepared  by  pupils  during  the  year.  Several 
thousand  people  visited  the  schools  to  observe  the  work,  and  great 
interest  and  appreciation  was  awakened  in  this  department  of  school 
work.  The  graduating  class  numbered  thirty  pupils;  twelve  male, 
and  eighteen  female.  Dr.  W.  H.  Crawford,  President  of  Allegheny 
College,  delivered  the  Commencement  address  on  the  "Meaning  and 
Value  of  Education."  The  entire  commencement  week  was  charac- 
terized by  a  spirit  of  interest  and  enthusiasm  among  pupils  and 
citizens.  Thus  ended,  as  we  have  every  evidence,  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 
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DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


On  account  of  the  destruction  of  our  high  school  on  May  30th,  we 
were  obliged  to  hold  half  day  sessions  in  twenty  rooms  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  On  January  18,  a  fine  new  high  school,  a  new  eight- 
room  building  and  a  four-room  addition  were  opened  to  the  pupils 
and  full  sessions  held  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Despite  the  handicap  caused  by  half  day  sessions,  the  work  did  not 
suffer.  Teachers  and  pupils  joined  hands  in  one  grand  effort  and 
accomplished,  during  the  half  day  period,  the  work  required  when 
the  schools  have  their  full  sessions.  The  end  of  the  year  showed  that 
the  percentage  of  pupils  promoted  in  each  of  the  grades  was  higher 
than  in  any  former  year. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  year  was  very  gratifying.  All 
children  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  so  far  as  we  know,  attended 
school.  There  were  fewer  occasions  for  causing  the  arrest  of  parents 
than  in  any  year  since  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  in 
force. 

The  annual  triangular  literary  contest  in  which  the  Honesdale 
Carbondale  and  Dunmore  high  schools  engage,  was  held  in  the 
Lyceum  Theatre,  Scranton,  on  the  evening  of  April  30th,  before  an 
immense  audience.  The  contest  in  declamation  "Webster's  Reply" 
was  won  by  Honesdale;  the  recitation,  "The  Baron's  Last  Banquet," 
by  Carbondale;  and  the  essay,  "Pennsylvania  in  Literature,"  by 
Dunmore.  The  judges  were  Superintendent  Griffiths  of  Nanticoke, 
Miss  Fiske  of  the  Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  Mentz  of 
the  Binghamton  High  School.  The  annual  institute  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  the  Scranton  teachers.  On  account  of  the 
destruction  of  our  meeting  place,  the  very  kind  invitation  of  Superin- 
tendent Howell  was  accepted,  aiid  the  Dunmore  teachers  were  priv- 
ileged to  enjoy  a  very  interesting  and  profitable  educational  feast. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


The  schools  of  this  city  with  an  enrollment  of  4,371  pupils  have 
maintained  their  usual  standard  of  excellence  during  the  year  that 
has  just  closed.  The  grade  promotions  were  unusually  large  this 
year  especially  in  the  higher  departments  of  school  classification 
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which  may  be  construed  as  evidence  of  healthful  progressiveness. 
This  increase  in  the  advancement  of  pupils  begat  the  necessity  of  an 
additional  grammar  school  which  has  been  ordered,  installed  and 
ready  for  service  at  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term.  The  teaching 
force  of  the  high  school  not  being  adequate  to  the  growing  necessities 
of  that  institution,  the  faculty  has  been  increased  by  the  election 
of  an  additional  teacher  to  re-enforce  the  Physical  and  Chemical 
Departments  of  the  school. 

The  board  of  Control  last  year  wisely  arranged  to  meet  the  con- 
stantly increasing  admissions  to  the  high  school  by  the  erection  of 
a  large  and  commodious  annex  to  the  present  high  school  building 
which  will  be  supplied  with  all  the  modern  appliances  regarded  as 
an  essential  equipment  of  a  first  class  secondary  school.  The  im- 
provement thus  inaugurated  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  next  school  year,  and  gives  promise  of  an  ample 
supply  of  all  needed  high  school  accommodations  for  years  to  come. 

The  aim  of  the  educational  effort  put  forth  in  this  locality  has  ever 
been  directed  to  giving  the  youth  of  this  city  the  best  that  is  attain- 
able under  the  guidance  of  sound  educational  policy,  accompanied 
with  the  constant  recognition  of  the  fact  that  character  building 
should  be  the  corner-stone  of  all  intellectual  development,  a  considera- 
tion that  influenced  a  laudable  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  their  pupils  correct  ideas  of  the  pure 
and  true  in  morals  and  manners. 

The  instrumentalities  operative  during  the  year  for  the  betterment 
of  the  teaching  force  consisted  of  weekly  grade  meetings  composed 
of  teachers  of  the  same  grade  of  school  who  convened  statedly  for 
purposes  of  comparing  the  work  of  their  respective  schools,  and  the 
consideration  and  discussion  of  the  best  methods  and  means  of 
fulfilling  the  demands  of  their  respective  grades.  The  local  monthly 
institute  composed  of  the  entire  body  of  teachers,  was  also  maintained 
during  the  entire  school  year.  The  papers  presented  by  the  teachers 
at  these  gatherings  were  directed  to  the  elucidation  of  subjects  of  live 
educational  interest  and  evinced  careful  thought  and  preparation 
and  thus  proved  very  helpful  to  teachers  in  the  daily  routine  of 
school-work. 

A  new  feature  in  connection  with  the  educational  work  of  the 
district,  was  the  Saturday  afternoon  Children's  Day  at  the  Public 
Library  where  hundreds  of  school  children  eagerly  assembled  every 
week  and  gave  their  appreciative  attention  to  the  recitals  and  readings 
by  specialists  who  aimed  not  only  to  interest  and  instruct  but  to 
inspire  thought  and  a  taste  for  good  and  wholesome  literature  of 
which  the  Public  Library  has  an  abundant  supply  in  the  children's 
apartment.  The  Library  also  furnished  fifty  books  of  suitable  grade 
to  each  of  the  grammar  schools  and  changed  them  at  fixed  intervals 
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during  the  school  term,  so  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  these  schools 
have  been  thus  constantly  provided  with  the  best  of  literature  and 
reference  books  to  supplement  their  regular  grade  work.  The  Public 
Library  has  thus  become  an  important  and  valuable  factor  in  the 
intellectual  development  of  the  youth  of  the  city,  and  from  the  good 
results  already  achieved  in  this  direction,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Library  has  fully  compensated  the  public  for  the  one-half  mill  tax 
levied  for  its  support  without  considering  the  many  priceless  advan- 
tages it  has  guaranteed  to  the  general  reading  public. 

This  year's  graduating  class  consisted  of  64  members  distributed 
in  the  several  departments  of  the  school  as  follows:  Classicals,  8; 
Greek  and  Latin  Scientifics,  15;  General  Scientifics,  19;  Commercials, 
22.  This  class  was  distinguished  for  its  superiority  in  scholarship 
having  attained  a  general  average  grade  much  higher  than  that  of 
any  class  for  many  years. 

The  commencement  exercises  this  year  were  of  an  exceptional  high 
order  and  reflected  great  credit  on  those  assigned  as  performers  on 
the  occasion.  The  closing  exercise  was  rendered  specially  interesting 
by   the  awarding   of  scholarships,   mercantile  prize   and   diplomas. 

Mr.  Frank  Eisberg  having  attained  the  highest  grade  reached  by 
any  male  member  of  the  Classical  Department,  was  awarded  the 
scholarship  of  Lafayette  College. 

Miss  Marjorie  A.  Teel  having  successfully  fulfilled  all  the  required 
conditions,  was  awarded  the  scholarship  of  the  Woman's  College  of 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Eichlin  being  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Easton 
High  School  Alumni  Association,  was  presented  with  the  Lafayette 
College  scholarship  placed  at  the  disposal  of  that  Association. 

Mr.  Joseph  M.  Naab  the  salutatorian,  by  reason  of  his  splendid 
record  and  unusual  high  grade  as  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Depart- 
ment, was  given  the  Commercial  prize  consisting  of  a  purse  of  money 
donated  annually  by  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  houses  of  the  city 
as  an  award  of  merit  to  the  graduate  of  the  Commercial  Department 
attaining  the  highest  grade  in  scholarship  . 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


The  schools  of  Erie  for  the  year  have  followed  the  same  lines  of 
growth  as  in  previous  years. 

German  is  taught  in  all  the  grades  below  the  high  school  beginning 
with  the  first  grade  and  ending  with  the  seventh  grade.  The  work 
js  done  by  seventeen  special  teachers,  and  the  bill  for  the  year  was 
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$8,190.95.  For  the  thirty -two  years  in  which  German  has  been  taught 
in  the  grades  in  Erie,  the  average  cost  per  year  has  been  about  $4,000, 
and  for  the  entire  period  from  1877  to  1909  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars.  The  high  school  has  two  teachers  of 
German. 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  874  for  the  year,  an  increase 
of  72  over  the  previous  year.  There  were  7,0G5  pupils  in  the  grades ; 
in  the  kindergartens  187  pupils;  in  the  ungraded  school  60;  in  the 
night  schools  370 ;  in  the  mechanical  drawing  school  48.  Total  8,604. 
In  the  parochial  schools  there  were  3,479  pupils;  in  the  business 
schools  there  were  303  pupils,  and  in  the  Erie  Academy  69  pupils :  so 
that  the  entire  number  of  children  attending  the  schools  in  Erie, 
public,  private  and  parochial,  during  the  year  was  12,455.  About 
1,200  children  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  are  employed  in  the 
factories,  the  shops  and  the  silk  mill.  This  added  to  12,455  makes 
13,655  and  multiplied  by  5  makes  68,275,  a  conservative  estimate 
of  the  population  of  Erie. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  in  the  near 
future  a  larger  high  school  will  be  necessary  and  two  additional 
grade  buildings.  The  present  year  marks  the  abandonment  of  our 
seven  grade  course.  The  entire  course  has  been  re-written  and  rear- 
ranged into  an  eight  grade  course,  calling  for  one  year  of  work  in 
each  grade.    We  begin  the  new  course  in  September. 

We  have  no  medical  inspection  as  yet  in  Erie,  though  the  subject 
bas  been  under  discussion  by  the  board. 

"Retardation,"  both  wise  and  unwise,  both  remediable  and  un- 
remediable,  exists  in  Erie,  as  well  as  in  other  cities,  though  not  to 
the  extent  tbat  the  special  agents  of  school  inquiries  and  the  ex-com- 
missioners of  our  extra  constitutional  colonial  dependencies  bave 
figured  out.  Of  the  pupils  admitted  to  the  high  school  in  June,  1909, 
about  39  per  cent,  finished  the  grade  in  seven  years  and  less ;  30  per 
cent,  finished  in  eight,  and  23  per  cent,  finished  in  nine  years  and 
over.  That  is,  77  per  cent,  finished  on  normal  time  or  less,  and  23  per 
cent,  ran  over-time  from  two  to  nine  months.  When  we  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  retardation  of  these  pupils,  who  comprise  the  23  per 
cent.,  we  find  that  sickness,  poor  health,  late  entry  into  school,  chang- 
ing schools  by  change  of  residence  from  one  city  to  another,  lack  of 
capacity,  slow  mental  development,  poverty  compelling  many  to  work 
their  way  through  school,  cover  each  and  every  case  of  such  retarda- 
tion. These  are  legitimate  reasons  entirely  beyond  the  control  of 
either  school  or  teacher,  and  such  pupils  have  a  positive,  moral  right 
to  more  time  to  do  the  work  of  the  school,  and  such  retardation  is 
reasonable,  fair,  just,  praiseworthy,  right,  and  wholesome.  The  money 
it  costs  the  "taxpayers"  to  permit  such  pupils  to  "repeat"  is  not 
wasteful  expenditure  at  all,  but  is  money  well  spent,  and  in  the  high- 
est interests  of  the  community. 


No.  5.  FRANKLIN. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  under 
my  charge  for  the  school-year  1908-09. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  1,605;  average  daily 
attendance  1,305 ;  percentage  of  attendance  95. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory.  In 
many  directions  improvement  is  plain ;  nowhere  has  there  been  any 
retrogression.  No  material  changes  have  been  made  either  in  the 
organization  of  the  schools  or  in  the  course  of  study.  The  first  place 
is  held,  as  heretofore,  by  the  studies  required  by  law.  Near  the  close 
of  the  school  year  the  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  was  revised 
and  a  few  changes  were  made.  German  was  made  an  elective  study, 
and  elementary  science  a  required  study  for  the  first  year;  the  com- 
mercial course  was  so  enlarged  as  to  require  four  years  for  its 
completion. 

The  work  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  is  to  be  extended 
next  year  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  grammar  school. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  equipping  a  room  in  each  of  the  two 
grammar  school  buildings  for  manual  training  work,  and  for  install- 
ing suitable  machinery  in  the  high  school  building  for  extending  the 
scope  of  the  work  there. 

The  school  district  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  by  the  death  of 
the  president  of  the  school  board,  Mr.  William  J.  Bleakley. 

As  a  suitable  tribute  to  his  memory  I  quote  from  the  official  action 
of  the  school  board. 

"After  a  continuous  service  of  more  than  twelve  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  and  while  serving  his  twelfth  year 
as  its  President,  William  J.  Bleakley  died  September  twenty-seventh, 
nineteen  hundred  and  eight. 

It  is  fitting  that  his  long  and  faithful  service  receive  deserved 
recognition  by  the  formal  action  of  the  board.  We,  therefore,  offer 
this  tribute  to  his  memory,  and  direct  that  it  be  placed  upon  the 
records  of  the  board. 

Chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  for  so  many  years  to  fill  the  office  of 
school  director,  though  his  personal  business  interests  seemed  to 
demand  all  his  attention,  he  gave  freely  of  his  time,  talents  and  energy 
fo  the  duties  of  his  office,  thus  exhibiting  in  an  unusual  degree  that 
rare  quality  of  good  citizenship  which  subordinates  the  demands  of 
private  business  to  the  public  good." 
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GREENSBURG— Thomas  S.   March. 


The  most  serious  problem  in  connection  with  the  Greensburg 
schools  for  the  past  few  years  has  been  the  procuring  of  suitable 
accommodations  for  a  largely  increasing  number  of  pupils.  In  five 
years  four  eight-room  buildings  have  been  built,  two  of  these  during 
the  present  school  year.  These  two  were  built  along  a  similar  general 
plan  with  different  exteriors,  one,  which  is  located  in  the  Seventh 
Ward,  being  a  variation  of  the  collegiate  Gothic  architecture,  and 
the  other,  located  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  of  classical  architecture.  Both 
are  constructed  of  brick,  stone  and  tile.  The  interior  arrangement 
is  a  departure  from  our  other  buildings  in  that  each  room  has  con- 
nected with  it  a  separate  cloak  room  and  toilet  room  for  the  boys 
and  another  for  the  girls.  The  Fourth  Ward  building  is  constructed 
upon  the  side  of  a  hill  which  has  permitted  the  arrangement  of  a 
series  of  good,  well-lighted  rooms  which  will  be  used  for  departments 
of  manual  training  and  domestic  science.  The  two  buildings  are 
heated  and  ventilated  by  the  double  fan  system,  and  are  well  arranged 
in  every  respect  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils.  Their  cost 
not  including  the  value  of  the  ground  on  which  they  are  built  was 
$75,000.  The  Seventh  Ward  building  has  not  yet  been  occupied,  but 
will  in  September  replace  the  old,  unsanitary,  and  out-of-date  building 
which  has  been  in  use  in  that  ward  for  some  time.  It  will  coutain 
grades  from  the  first  to  the  sixth  inclusive.  The  Fourth  Ward  build- 
ing is  to  be  devoted  entirely  to  grammar  school  work,  and  will  contain 
seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Seven  rooms  of  these  grades  and  one  of  the 
sixth  grade  were  moved  into  it  on  the  first  of  April,  and  the  pupils 
were  delighted  with  their  new  quarters.  The  building  is  centrally 
located  and  easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  town. 

The  school  term  opened  with  a  very  full  attendance.  The  large 
influx  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  necessitated  the  employment  of 
two  additional  teachers.  The  high  school  building  which  has  hereto- 
fore contained  rooms  of  lower  grade  pupils  was  this  year  demoted 
entirely  to  high  school  purposes.  Next  year  a  larger  number  still 
is  expected,  and  provision  is  being  made  for  them  by  a  number  of 
alterations  in  the  present  arrangement  of  the  building.  These  changes 
will  give  additional  recitation  room  and  laboratory  facilities,  and 
will  permit  the  employment  of  two  additional  teachers.  It  is  only  a 
question  of  time  when  a  new  building  will  be  required. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  high  school  received  a  number  of 
gifts  from  the  trustees  of  the  Underwood  fund  which  added  to  the 
efficiencv  of  the  school.     Out  of  this  fund  the  usual  chemicals  and 
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apparatus  were  produced  for  our  chemical  and  physical  laboratories 
and  a  number  of  valuable  books  were  purchased  for  the  library.  The 
school  board  also,  purchased  an  electrical  lantern  which  has  a  refiecto- 
scopic  attachment  and  a  Hartl's  optical  disk.  The  lower  grades 
received  a  present  of  one  of  the  new  collections  of  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum  through  the  suggestion  of  Senator  Jamison, 
a  member  of  our  board. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  made  an  effort  to  unify  the  method 
of  carrying  on  the  various  exercises  of  the  schools.  I  prepared  a  series 
of  suggestions  to  the  teachers  along  this  line.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
this  resulted  in  greater  efficiency  and  when  kept  in  effect  will  result 
in  economy  of  time.  With  this  circular  in  her  possession  a  new 
teacher  will  be  able  to  get  her  school  in  uniformity  with  the  system 
without  the  individual  direction  of  the  superintendent  or  principals 
and  thus  save  time  for  more  important  work. 

As  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past,  the  teachers  of  Greensburg 
united  with  the  county  teachers  in  their  annual  institute.  The  week 
was  an  unusually  interesting  and  beneficial  one.  The  instructors 
were  Drs.  Corson,  Greene,  Vincent,  and  Sparks,  Mrs.  Noss,  and  Dr. 
Hays  of  Grove  City  College.  Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell  had  charge 
of  the  music.  An  event  that  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
meeting  was  the  presence  of  William  Jennings  Bryan,  who  stopped 
between  trains  in  going  through  town  and  gave  a  short  address  to 
the  teachers.  The  evening  performances  were  given  by  Dr.  Vincent, 
Governor  Johnson  and  the  Amphion  Male  Quartette. 

There  weve  during  the  year  four  meetings  of  the  Superintendents' 
and  Principals'  Association  of  Westmoreland  county,  one  of  the 
most  beneficial  of  which  was  a  special  high  school  meeting  which  was 
addressed  by  Professor  Hertzog  of  the  State  Department. 

The  past  year  has  been  remarkable  for  the  amount  of  time  lost  by 
teachers  and  pupils  on  account  of  sickness,  and  on  account  of  the 
resignation  of  important  teachers.  Many  of  the  teachers  were  absent 
on  account  of  critical  illness  or  death  in  their  families,  two  were  kept 
out  of  school  for  a  time  by  the  enforcement  of  quarantine  regulations 
and  five  resigned,  three  on  account  of  their  health  and  two  to  accept 
better  positions.  The  total  number  of  days  that  teachers  were  absent 
was  320.  This  is  unusually  large  for  a  force  of  only  fifty-eight  teach- 
ers. At  times  there  were  as  many  as  six  absent  at  a  time.  This  made 
it  difficult  to  find  proper  substitutes  and  interfered  with  the  success 
of  the  year's  work. 

A  class  of  thirty  were  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  Com- 
mencement exercises  consisted  of  baccalaureate  services  at  which 
Dr.  Russell,  President  of  Westminster  College,  preached  the  sermon ; 
Class  Day  and  Commencement  Day.  In  addition  there  was  a  recep- 
tion to  the  Seniors  by  the  Juniors,  another  by  the  Alumni  Associa- 
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tion,  a  picnic  and  a  Senior  banquet.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
expenses  of  commencements  are  coming  to  be  so  great  as  to  be 
burdensome  to  many. 


GBEENYILLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


On  assuming  charge  of  the  schools,  I  found  them  in  excellent  con- 
dition. The  teaching  force  was  a  strong  one  professionally,  only 
three  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  one  of  whom  is  a 
college  graduate.  The  Board  of  Education  was  progressive  and 
judicious.  The  school  equipment  was  quite  complete.  The  attiiude 
of  the  general  public  towards  education  and,  in  particular,  towards 
public  education  was  exceptionally  good.  The  classification  and 
graduation  of  the  entire  system  was  carefully  worked  out. 

Our  schools  opened  a  nine  months'  term  on  September  7,  and  closed 
on  May  28.  During  the  year  we  enrolled  1,206  pupils,  202  of  whom 
were  in  the  high  school.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year 
was  1)7.  The  health  of  the  town  was  never  better,  only  a  few  cases 
of  scarlatina  affecting  the  attendance  during  the  entire  school  term. 

A  class  of  twenty-three  graduated  from  the  high  school,  more  than 
half  of  them  are  entering  higher  institutions  of  learning.  A  cla^s  of 
eighty  pupils  was  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  into  the  high  school. 
We  bespeak  an  attendance  of  225  in  the  high  school  next  year  with 
about  40  in  the  Senior  class.  The  spirit  of  the  community  is  to  give 
all  the  possible  preparation  to  the  largest  possible  number  of  pupils. 

Plans  are  being  drawn  for  a  first  class  laboratory  equipment,  both 
physical  and  chemical.  When  these  are  completed  and  in  use  our 
students  will  be  getting  advanced  practical  as  well  as  cultural 
preparation. 

On  February  12  (Lincoln's  Birthday  I,  suitable  exercises  were  held 
in  the  High  School  Auditorium  during  the  whole  day,  the  primary 
grades  at  9:30,  the  intermediate  grades  at  10:45,  the  grammar  grades 
at  1:30  and  the  high  school  at  3:00.  The  auditorium  was  crowded  for 
each  one  of  these  exercises.  Members  of  the  local  G.  A.  E.  spoke  at 
each  of  these.    It  was  a  civic  and  patriotic  rally  day. 

During  the  year  the  Board  of  Trade  became  particularly  active. 
Town  Loyalty  committee  was  appointed  by  this  board.  This  com- 
mittee offered  a  prize  (a  fine  Lincoln  portrait,  framed  I  to  the  room 
furnishing  the  best  definition  for  "A  Loyal  Citizen."  The  discussion 
which  this  brought  about  in  school  and  home  was  wholesome.  A 
"Town  Beautiful"  committee  was  also  appointed.  This  committee 
secured  the  co-operation  of  the  schools  for  improvement  of  streets, 
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yards,  school  grounds,  parks,  etc.  The  spirit  of  the  day  is  for  more 
than  simply  book  knowledge.  There  must  be  mental,  moral,  social, 
civic  and  spiritual  growth  and  development. 

The  permanency  of  the  teaching  force  is  a  most  agreeable  fenture 
in  Greenville.  The  Board  of  Education  during  the  past  few  years 
made  a  general  raise  in  salaries  which  is  one  concrete  way  of  securing 
permanency.  The  growing  spirit  in  the  community  that  the  teacher 
is  a  most  important  factor  in  the  development  of  youth  does  much  to 
exalt  and  give  permanence  to  teaching. 


HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one.  Our 
chief  attention  during  the  year  has  been  directed  toward  the  broad- 
ening and  the  improving  of  plans  already  made  and  no  radical  depart- 
ures have  been  made.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  a  Board  of 
Directors  who  are  progressive,  united  and  liberal,  and  a  corps  of 
teachers,  who,  with  few  exceptions,  work  faithfully  and  intelligently. 

In  the  town,  educational  sentiment  is  greatly  improving  and  the 
increased  interest  and  pride  people  have  in  their  schools  and  the  work 
they  are  doing  is  evident.  This  spirit  has  been  especially  shown  at  the 
school  entertainments  and  musicals  and  by  the  greatly  increased 
number  of  visitors  during  the  year  as  well  as  on  our  yearly  Patrons 
Day  in  May. 

In  the  upper  grades,  a  much  larger  attendance  has  been  secured 
by  the  granting  of  grammar  school  certificates.  Our  eighth  grade 
enrollment  has  been  doubled  since  the  grammar  school  commencement 
was  instituted  two  years  ago.  From  the  high  school,  a  small  but  well 
equipped  class  were  graduated,  of  whom  twenty  per  cent,  will  enter 
college. 

Drawing  under  the  direction  of  a  special  supervisor  will  be  intro- 
duced in  the  fall  and  we  hope  to  follow  with  manual  training  as 
quickly  as  finances  will  allow. 

All  of  our  availabe  rooms  are  now  occupied  and  another  building 
will  be  an  early  necessity  but  in  spite  of  crowded  conditions  we 
anticipate  another  year  of  progress  toward  still  higher  and  better 
things. 


12—5—1909 
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HARRISBURG— F.  E.   Downes. 


We  have  little  that  is  new  to  report  of  the  usual  routine  of  school 
work.  During  the  year  special  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  attain 
higher  standards  in  all  departments,  our  efforts,  in  a  reasonable 
measure,  I  think,  having  been  successful.  The  district  supervisors, 
especially,  have  made  more  than  ordinary  effort  to  bring  about  better 
results  in  teaching.  In  this  effort  both  they  and  the  superintendent 
have  had  the  hearty  support  and  co-operation  of  our  teachers.  While 
there  will  always  be  opportunity  for  improvement,  nevertheless,  I 
believe  that  our  schools  are  at  present  on  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency 
than  ever  before. 

Two  new  eight-room  school  buildings  were  occupied  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year.  At  the  present  time  plans  are  under  way  for 
the  early  construction  of  a  new  twelve-room  building  in  the  upper 
end  of  the  city,  to  cost  $50,000,  and  a  new  Technical  High  School 
to  cost  $150,000.  Including  our  present  Technical  High  School  build- 
ing, erected  and  equippped  three  years  ago  at  a  cost  approximating 
$100,000,  our  Technical  High  School  plant,  when  fully  completed 
and  equipped,  will  have  entailed  an  expenditure  of  between  $250,000 
and  $300,000,  assuring  us  of  one  of  the  most  complete  schools  of  the 
kind  in  the  country. 

During  the  past  year  an  effort  was  made  to  bring  about  a  better 
understanding  between  parents  and  the  schools.  Two  days  were  set 
aside  especially  for  the  visitation  of  parents.  Personal  invitations 
were  issued,  and  hundred  of  parents  visited  the  schools  of  their 
children  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives.  In  some  buildings  delightful 
entertainment  was  provided  for  the  visitors,  while  in  others  informal 
receptions  for  parents  and  visitors  were  held  by  the  teachers  after 
the  schools  were  dismissed. 

The  city  and  county  in  co-partnership  have  maintained  a  detention 
school  in  the  country,  during  the  year,  for  truants  and  incorrigibles. 
The  city  has  furnished  the  teacher,  school  equipment,  text  books, 
and  supplies,  and  the  county  has  supplied  the  building  and  other 
maintenance.  We  discontinued  our  special  school,  which  always 
had  been  more  or  less  unsuccessful,  and  substituted  the  detention 
school  for  the  correction  of  the  wayward.  The  latter  method  has 
been  a  complete  success. 

The  inauguration  of  a  system  of  medical  inspection  in  the  city  is 
conceded  by  all  concerned  to  have  more  than  paid  for  the  time,  labor, 
and  money  expended  upon  the  project.  Likewise,  our  plan  for  the 
retirement  of  teachers,  in  operation  during  the  past  year  for  the  first 
time,  is  giving  general  satisfaction. 


No.  5.  HAZLETON.  179 

The  holding  of  our  annual  institute  at  irregular  intervals  during  the 
year,  rather  than  upon  consecutive  days  during  a  full  week,  as  for- 
merly, has  been  a  delightful  change.  We  have  had  excellent  instruc 
tors  throughout,  and  our  teachers  feel  that  the  change  has  been 
greatly  beneficial. 

Acknowledgement  is  hereby  made  of  the  helpful  suggestions  and 
courtesies  extended  by  the  Department  during  the  year. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


During  the  term  of  1908-09  we  employed  seventy-three  teachers, 
including  two  supervisors,  at  a  total  cost  of  $43,857.52.  There  were 
enrolled  in  the  schools  3,213  pupils  distributed  among  the  grades 
as  follows :— First,  523 ;  Second,  475 ;  Third,  377 ;  Fourth,  389 ;  Fifth, 
377;  Sixth,  318;  Seventh,  219;  Eighth,  192;  High  School,  343.  At 
the  close  of  the  term  there  were  2,844  pupils  enrolled.  Of  these  51 
graduated  from  the  high  school  and  89  per  cent,  were  promoted  to 
higher  grades. 

Eecent  annexations  will  bring  up  our  enrollment  next  term  to  about 
4,500  and  our  teaching  force  to  100.  The  constant  growth  of  Hazle- 
ton  has  handicapped  us  somewhat  in  our  purpose  to  undertake  .some 
special  forms  of  modern  school  work  that  appeal  strongly  to  the 
educational  sentiment  of  our  community.  This  increase  in  popula 
tion  has  forced  us  to  erect  one  school  building  after  another  so  that 
we  have  had  neither  the  room  nor  the  means  to  undertake  kinder 
gartens,  manual  training,  etc.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  circum- 
stances have  forced  us  so  far  to  the  rear  of  other  good  school  systems 
in  these  important  features. 

Although  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  grammar 
school  pupils  in  this  city  during  the  last  few  years,  yet  so  great  is 
the  demand  for  child  labor,  that  in  certain  sections  of  the  city  as 
now  constituted,  there  are  but  few  pupils  enrolled  above  the  fifth 
grade.  Doubtless  cases  exist  where  the  small  wages  earned  by 
children  are  necessary  to  the  proper  support  of  the  home,  but  far 
more  frequently  the  .child  is  deprived  of  his  educational  birthright 
and  the  State  of  intelligent  citizens  through  the  avarice  or  the 
indifference  of  parents.  Again  children  frequently  go  to  work,  not 
because  they  are  required  to  do  so,  but  in  order  that  they  may  have 
money  to  spend  for  fine  clothing  and  luxuries  without  a  thought  for 
the  future,  thus  working  immediate  harm  in  forming  spendthrift 
habits  and  depriving  themselves  of  that  richest  and  best  heritage, 
14 


180  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

a  liberal  education.  The  conmiunity  already  suffers  from  a  surplus 
of  unschooled  and  unskilled  citizens;  what  a  misfortune,  therefore, 
if  our  American  boys  and  girls  by  neglecting  or  despising  the  privi- 
leges of  the  schools,  increase  that  vast  army.  The  State  is  mightily 
interested  in  the  education  and  training  of  the  youth  and  enacts  laws 
and  provides  millions  of  money  with  which  to  accomplish  its  purpose, 
for  well  it  knows  that 

"The  riches  of  a  commonwealth 

Are  free  strong  minds  and  hearts  of  health ; 

And  more  to  her  than  gold  or  grain, 

The  cunning  hand  and  cultured  brain." 

The  State,  however,  must  have  the  co-operation  of  school  authori- 
ties and  parents,  not  only  in  providing  good  schools,  but  in  securing 
the  attendance  of  boys  and  girls,  if  she  is  to  reap  the  benefit  of  her 
munificence  and  they  are  to  be  blessed  as  they  may  be  by  her  bounty. 

Our  school  board  by  unanimous  action  decided  to  increase  the 
maximum  of  grade  teachers  to  six  hundred  dollars  per  year.  This  is 
a  well  deserved  recognition  of  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency  of  our 
grade  teachers. 

Teaching  school,  especially  in  the  towns  and  cities  is  probably,  of 
all  vocations,  the  most  wearing  upon  the  nervous  system.  Few 
persons  realize  what  it  means  to  discipline  forty,  fifty  or  more 
children  several  hours  each  day  and  at  the  same  time  instruct  them 
so  that  at  the  end  of  the  term  they  may  move  forward  into  a  higher 
class  or  school.  In  addition  to  the  more  apparent  duties  others  are 
imposed  of  almost  equal  burden  and  strain:  reports  must  be  sent 
home;  examinations  must  be  held  and  stacks  of  papers  read  and 
marked;  miscellaneous  programs  must  be  prepared  and  carried  out 
upon  special  occasions ;  visits  to  the  homes  must  be  made ;  institutes 
and  teachers  meetings  are  to  be  attended ;  a  certain  amount  of  reading 
and  study  is  required  that  teachers  may  be  well  informed,  not  only 
professionally,  but  upon  current  literature  and  the  topics  of  the  day. 
To  meet  these  requirements,  teachers  should  attend  a  six  weeks' 
summer  school  every  four  or  five  years;  and  annually,  if  possible, 
they  should  meet  in  the  great  gatherings  of  the  educational  forces 
of  the  Commonwealth  or  nation.  But  many  of  these  requirements 
are  costly,  so  that  when  a  teacher  is  employed  but  ten  months  in  the 
year  and  must  meet  out  of  that  the  expense  of  boarding,  clothing, 
books,  etc.,  there  is  little,  if  anything,  left  for  summer  schools, 
educational  gatherings,  or  pleasure  trips  to  say  nothing  of  laying 
aside  something  for  old  age  or  days  of  sickness  and  helplessness. 

The  following  paragraphs  taken  from  my  annual  report  to  the 
Board  of  Controllers  give  a  summary  of  what  we  are  purposing  to  do 
and  of  our  attitude  towards  the  work. 
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"Kindergartens,  manual  training,  domestic  science,  summer  play- 
grounds, school  gardens,  night  schools  of  approved  type,  physical 
examinations  of  the  pupils,  schools  for  defectives,  etc.,  will  all  come, 
and  after  we  have  them  and  learn  their  value  and  their  slight  cost, 
we  shall  wonder  why  we  did  not  secure  their  benefits  long  before. 
Probably  the  next  generation  may  say  that  we  are  slow.  However, 
we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  Hazleton  has  never  taken 
a  step  backward;  that  all  the  good  things  that  we  secured  we  held, 
and  that  each  year  finds  us  in  advance  of  the  year  before. 

I  believe  in  looking  forward  with  a  hopeful  spirit  and  not  backward, 
except  as  Ave  may  learn  from  past  experiences.  I  have  great  faith 
in  this  board  and  in  this  community.  I  believe  that  we  all  want  to 
do  the  best  possible  for  the  rising  generation.  If  we  advance  slowly 
it  is  not  because  of  indifference,  but  because  of  conditions  not  ab- 
solutely under  our  control.  We  have  our  ideals,  however,  and  we  are 
gradually  approaching  them. 

With  a  continuation  of  the  same  broad  and  intelligent  policy  that 
has  characterized  the  Board  of  Controllers  in  the  past,  supported 
by  the  press  and  the  school  sentiment  of  the  community,  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  will  continue  their  beneficent  work  among  our 
boys  and  girls  until  but  little  that  is  desirable  will  be  lacking. 
I  promise  for  myself  and  the  corps  of  teachers  that  you  have  recently 
elected,  the  most  faithful  service  of  which  we  are  capable." 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZEBNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


With  the  close  of  the  present  school  year,  the  territorial  limits  of 
Hazle  township  as  has  existed  for  the  last  fifty  years  are  changed. 
The  territory  of  Hazle  township  lying  adjacent  to  and  immediately 
north  of  the  city  of  Hazleton  has  rapidly  become  the  most  populous 
portion  of  this  region.  The  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Hazleton 
seeing  the  advantages  that  would  be  gained  to  the  city  by  territorial 
extension,  began  annexation  proceedings  'which  through  several 
stages  were  before  the  Courts  and  the  people  for  approximately  a 
year  but  which  ended  by  a  decree  being  made  by  the  Courts  of 
Luzerne  county  forming  three  more  wards  to  the  city  of  Hazleton 
out  of  what  was  formerly  part  of  Hazle  township. 

The  territory  included  in  this  annexation  took  seven  buildings, 
containing  twenty-nine  rooms  from  the  Hazle  township  school  dis- 
trict. This  will  reduce  the  corps  of  teachers  in  the  Hazle  township 
shool  district  about  twenty-four.  The  total  enrollment  of  pupils 
before  the  annexation  was  approximately  thirty-six  hundred  and  since 
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the  annexation  the  total  enrollment  of  the  Hazle  township  school 
district  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  approximately  twenty-two  hun- 
dred. 

Among  the  school  buildings  included  in  the  territory  affected  by 
annexation,  is  the  Hazle  township  high  school.  While  the  loss  of  this 
building  is  presently  felt,  plans  are  now  being  perfected  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  modern  high  school  building.  By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  during  the  last  Session,  townships  surrounding  cities  are 
empowered  to  acquire  property  and  build  school  buildings  in  the 
limits  of  the  city.  By  virtue  of  this  Act,  it  is  possible  for  the  Hazle 
township  school  district  to  get  all  of  the  advantages  incidental  to 
the  highest  type  of  municipal  improvements. 

During  the  past  year  keen  interest  was  shown  by  the  corps  of 
Hazle  township  teachers  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  Individual 
as  well  as  organized  effort  was  made  to  keep  a  pace  with  the  latest 
educational  methods.  Monthly  institutes  were  held  where  essays  and 
debates  as  to  the  best  methods  of  advancing  education  were  intro- 
duced with  great  vigor.  Such  great  interest  was  taken  in  these 
questions  that  sixty-nine  teachers  of  the  corps  of  the  Hazle  township 
school  district  were  enrolled  at  Bethlehem  at  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Teachers  Association. 

The  Commencement  exercises  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  were 
held  on  June  4th  at  the  Hazle  Park  Theater.  A  class  of  nine  composed 
of  five  boys  and  four  girls  received  diplomas.  The  capacity  of  the 
Theater  was  taxed  by  the  relatives  of  the  pupils  and  the  friends  of  the 
school  district  and  their  interest  was  well  repaid  not  only  by  the 
character  of  the  exercises  but  by  the  masterly  address  of  Merrill  E. 
Gates,  LL.D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  was  the  speaker  of  the 
evening. 

While  the  annexation  proceedings  mentioned  heretofore  has  mater- 
ially reduced  the  size  of  the  school  district,  there  is  nothing  left 
undone  to  give  the  pupils  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  district 
the  highest  advantages  of  obtaining  an  education.  New  buildings  are 
to  be  built  at  Harleigh,  in  place  of  the  old  one  which  has  become 
useless  and  at  Oakdale  where  no  school  building  existed  before.  All 
of  these  efforts  are  not  only  appreciated  by  the  pupils  and  then' 
parents  but  are  welcomed  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  district. 


HOMESTEAD— James   M.   Xorris. 


The  Homestead  schools  closed  last  June  with  the  largest  enroll- 
ment we  have  ever  had  in  our  schools.  Our  high  school  was  especially 
large.     There  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  312  pupils  which  In 
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a  town  of  13,000  is  a  large  proportion  of  the  boys  and  girls  capable 
of  doing  this  work. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  one  of  the  most 
hopeful  features  of  the  school  work  in  Homestead.  This  is  an 
industrial  center,  still  our  people  are  deeply  interested  in  education ; 
for  fully  one-half  our  high  school  graduates  enter  institutions  of 
higher  learning. 

Homestead's  greatest  need  now  is  a  new  high  school  building  as 
the  one  we  now  have  is  very  much  overcrowded. 

Our  borough  is  now  considering  the  question  of  medical  inspection 
in  our  schools  and  I  hope  to  report  success  along  this  line. 

Our  cloak  rooms,  closets  and  ventilation  is  now  inspected  by 
physicians  who  are  members  of  the  school  board. 

School  room  decoration  in  the  way  of  pictures  and  casts  has  claimed 
earnest  attention  during  the  last  year  and  we  now  have  several 
hundred  photogravures  of  standard  works  of  art. 

In  the  matter  of  painting  the  walls  and  ceilings  there  has  been 
careful  attention  given  to  the  matter  of  selecting  colors  and  only 
light  reflecting  colors  have  been  used. 

This  greatly  improAres  the  lighting  in  the  rooms  and  also  makes  the 
school  rooms  so  much  more  cheerful  than  formerly. 

During  the  year  we  had  very  successful  Teachers'  and  Principals' 
meetings  and  in  this  work  we  were  assisted  by  able  addresses  from 
Dr.  Edward  Rynearson,  Dr.  George  W.  Gerwig,  Mr.  George  Seible 
of  The  Pittsburg  Gazette,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton. 

We  trust  that  in  some  way  something  may  be  done  to  shorten  the 
work  done  or  expected  to  be  done  in  the  city  and  borough  high 
schools. 

It  does  seem  that  the  College  entrance  requirements  put  so  much 
work  on  the  high  school  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  work  and 
do  it  well. 


HUNTINGDON  BOROUGH— E.  R.   Barclay. 


During  the  year  we  revised  our  high  school  course  of  study  so  that 
Latin  is  now  an  elective  for  all  classes.  This  was  done  partially  to 
meet  the  opposition  of  many  parents,  and  partially  because  we  found 
many  high  school  pupils  who  had  no  ability  or  inclination  for  Latin. 
Pupils  of  this  class  were  soon  discouraged  and  unhappy;  many  of 
them  failed  to  maintain  grade  and  were  soon  lost  to  the  high  school 
entirely.  During  the  year  just  closed  about  fifty-five  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  elected  Latin  and  our  percentage  of  loss  in  the  high  school 
from  all  causes  was  one  and  two-tenths  per  cent.     This  is  much  less 
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than  we  ever  knew  it  to  be  and  argues  well  for  the  change.  Good 
business  men  aim  to  run  their  business  with  the  least  possible  loss  in 
material.  Why  not  a  high  school?  Many  of  the  so-called  "strong 
high  school  courses  of  study"  which  are  inflexible  and  promise  to 
prepare  pupils  to  enter  any  college  in  the  land  without  conditions,  do 
so  at  an  enormous  sacrifice  of  high  school  pupils,  as  statistics  will 
show.  The  high  school  is  primarily  for  the  pupils  and  not  to 
fill  the  prescriptions  of  college  entrance  committees.  To  fit  such  pu- 
pils as  may  have  the  inclination  and  ability  for  college  is  a  worthy 
ambition  for  any  high  school,  and  we  aim  to  do  it,  but  to  do  it  re- 
gardless of  the  cost  in  high  school  pupils  is  to  be  condemned.  The 
majority  of  our  high  school  graduates  need  more  power;  more  appe- 
tite for  knowledge ;  more  real  quality  in  their  work,  and  less  striving 
to  meet  the  requirements  and  exactions  of  college  entrance  com- 
mittees, for  their  requirements  are  as  numerous  and  varied  as  "neigh- 
borhood teas  for  a  snake  bite,"  and  cause  much  of  that  hazy  teaching 
which  may  begin  anywhere  and  usually  ends  no  place;  that  teaching 
which  might  be  called  the  dabbling,  drifting,  dreamy  kind, — now 
skimming  the  earth,  frequently  touching  the  heavens-intangible,  evan- 
escent and  altogether  too  etherial  to  secure  any  real  work  or  power. 

We  held  our  regular  grade  and  teachers'  meetings  during  the  year. 
Two  days  of  the  term,  one  in  November  and  the  other  in  May,  were 
designated  as  radons'  Day.  Several  hundred  fathers  and  mothers 
visited  the  schools,  became  acquainted  with  the  teachers  and  their 
work  and  afterward  showed  the  value  of  these  meetings  in  their  in- 
telligent and  hearty  co-operation  with  school  authorities.  On  Feb- 
ruary 12  we  fittingly  observed  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Lin- 
coln's birthday  in  all  schools.  Several  eloquent  addresses  were  made 
by  the  business  and  professional  men  of  the  town.  Two  of  our  lady 
teachers  were  married  during  the  term.  One  of  them  resigned  before 
the  close  of  school.  At  our  commencement  exercises  five  boys  and 
fifteen  girls  were  given  the  diploma  of  the  school  and  more  than  two 
hundred  others  were  given  a  special  award  of  merit  for  having  at- 
tended every  session  without  being  tardy.  An  epidemic  of  measles 
late  in  the  year  practically  closed  the  primary  schools.  The  Board 
spent  more  than  four  thousand  dollars  in  needed  repairs  and  improve- 
ments to  school  property.  In  order  to  do  this  without  raising  the 
millage  of  tax  one  month  was  taken  from  the  term,  making  it  eight 
months.  The  term  for  next  year  was  again  fixed  at  nine  months. 
Another  teacher  was  added  to  our  high  school  faculty  for  next  year. 
We  lost  our  high  school  principal  who  goes  to  the  Pittsburg  district 
where  he  gets  more  money. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, the  public  press  of  this  city,  the  directors,  the  teachers  and  the 
friends  of  education  for  their  many  courtesies,  their  co-operation  and 
their  efficient  service  rendered. 
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JEANNETTE— T.  B.  Shank. 


Our  schools  were  open  the  full  time  without  an  interruption. 

Our  enrollment  was  1,347,  an  increase  of  80  over  last  year.  Our 
daily  attendance  was  1,027,  an  increase  of  82  over  last  year.  Our 
per  cent,  attendance  was  96,  an  increase  of  4  per  cent,  over  last  year, 
a  record  of  which  we  are  justly  proud. 

During  last  summer  we  made  extensive  improvements  in  the  way 
of  new  desks,  adjustible,  steel  ceilings,  enlarging  high  school  audito- 
rium, additional  laboratory  equipment,  etc.  Our  high  school  num- 
bered 163,  which  we  consider  large  for  a  town  of  the  size  of  Jeannette. 
We  are  adding  another  teacher  to  the  high  school  force. 

We  had  very  few  vacancies  this  year  and  in  every  case  employed 
good  strong  women.  The  character  of  the  work  done  during  the  past 
year  was  better  than  last  and  we  feel  that  there  is  a  steady  improve- 
ment. A  number  of  our  teachers  will  spend  six  weeks  at  good  sum- 
mer schools  and  we  try  to  reward  them  in  some  manner  for  this  in- 
terest shown  in  their  work.  In  order  to  set  the  teachers  a  good  ex- 
ample, the  superintendent  will  spend  the  summer  at  the  University 
of  Chicago  in  the  School  of  Education. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  for  courteous  and 
helpful  attention. 


JOHNSTOWN— James  N.  Muir. 


In  accordance  with  the  established  custom,  I  hereby  submit  my 
fourth  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Johnstown  city,  for  the 
school  year  of  1908-1909,  and  the  nineteenth  annual  report  since  the 
consolidation  of  the  city. 

School  reports  are  filled  with  figures  which  are  rarely  the  subject 
of  comment  and  are  ofttimes  passed  over  in  silence.  Such  figures 
seem  to  have  little  obvious  relation  to  the  school  system.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  this  report  to  touch  lightly  upon  some  of  the  many  prob- 
lems of  school  work  wherein  statistics  may  be  useful.  Its  purpose 
shall  have  been  accomplished  if  it  has  made  clear  that  proper  records 
increase  our  knowledge  of  conditions  and  thus  stimulate  us  to  more 
intelligent  effort. 

School  Attendance. 

The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  term  was  6,891. 
Of  this  number  524  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  6,373  pupils  were 
enrolled  the  first  school  month,  which  was  the  greatest  monthly  en- 
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rollment  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  512  were  enrolled  in  the 
high  school.  There  was  a  gradual  falling  off  in  attendance  from  the 
first  to  the  fourth  school  month.  6,336  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the 
fifth  month,  which  was  37  less  than  the  enrollment  for  the  first  month. 
From  the  fifth  month  to  the  end  of  the  term  there  was  a  gradual  fall- 
ing off  in  attendance,  with  but  5,874  pupils  enrolled  for  the  ninth 
school  month.  Of  this  number  441  were  enrolled  in  the  High  school, 
182  bovs  and  259  girls. 

Thirty-six  seniors  received  diplomas  of  graduation.  204  pupils 
were' given  certificates  of  promotion  and  are  entitled  to  enter  Higii 
school  in  the  fall.  We  may  expect  at  least  550  pupils  in  the  High 
school  next  year. 

The  honor  roll  for  this  year  shows  a  total  of  500,  74  from  the  High 
school  and  426  from  the  elementary  grades.  The  per  cent,  of  attend 
ance  for  the  term  was  93. 

Promotion  of  Pupils. 

5,874  pupils  were  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  ninth  school  month. 
Of  this  number  there  were  441  in  the  High  school  and  5,453  in  the 
elementary  grades ;  4,856  pupils  were  regularly  promoted,  1,032  failed 
to  make  their  promotions,  and  65  High  school  pupils  completed  only 
part  of  a  year's  work.  Of  the  number  who  failed  to  make  their  pro- 
motions, 404  were  retained  in  the  first  primary  grade,  most  of  whom 
entered  school  at  mid  term. 

Table  showing  ages  of  pupils,  who  on  May  26,  1909,  received  certi- 
ficates of  promotion  and  are  entitled  to  enter  High  school  in  the  fall : 

Schools.  Age     18     17     16     15     14     13     12     Total  Av.  Age 


Adam  Street, 

4 

8 

1 

3 

16 

15.3 

Somerset  Street, 

1 

5 

16 

20 

10 

52 

14.8 

Meadowvale, 

o 

5 

7 

9 

2 

1 

26 

15.1 

Osborne, 

4 

2 

8 

9 

3 

1 

27 

15.2 

Hudson  Street, 

6 

14 

7 

1 

28 

15.2 

Park  Avenue, 

1 

4 

7 

6 

5 

23 

15.1 

D.  Street, 

1       1 

5 

7 

7 

1 

22 

15.9 

Coopersdale, 

1 

5 

2 

2 

10 

15 

Totals,  1       9     32     72     61     27      2  204  15.19 

Annual  Teachers'  Institute. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  auditorium 
August  26,  27,  28  and  November  27  and  28,  1908.  The  instructors 
were  John  Dewey.  Columbia  University,  New  York  City ;  W.  TV.  Deit- 
rick,  Kutztown  State  Normal  School;  G.  Stanley  Hall,  President  of 
Clark  University,  Worcester,  Mass. ;  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Princi- 
pal of  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield.  Pa. ;  John  P.  Garber,  Associate 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  Philadelphia. 
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Selection  and  Betention  of  Teachers. 

The  selection  and  retention  of  the  teaching  force  is  another  topic 
Worthy  of  consideration.  During  the  last  four  years  88  new  teachers 
have  been  employed  and  are  at  present  in  our  school  system;  31  of 
this  number  are  High  school  graduates  without  having  had  previous 
experience  in  teaching ;  30  normal  school  graduates ;  17  of  this  num- 
ber without  previous  experience  in  teaching;  10  hold  permanent  cer- 
tificates; 17  are  college  graduates;  4  having  had  no  previous  exper- 
ience in  teaching ;  47 -J  per  cent,  of  the  entire  teaching  force  has  been 
employed  during  the  last  four  years;  52  of  this  number  having  had 
no  previous  experience  in  teaching. 

The  problem  of  training  these  inexperienced  teachers  in  methods  of 
teaching  and  discipline  is  weighty.  It  is  a  problem  large  enough  of 
itself  to  engage  the  attention  and  occupy  the  time  of  the  entire  super- 
vising force. 

Experienced  Substitute  Teacher. 

The  special  substitute  teacher  elected  last  June  was  something  new 
in  our  system.  Miss  Emma  Tredennick  substituted  26  days  in  High 
school,  acted  as  principal  of  different  ward  buildings  in  the  absence 
of  the  regular  principal  30  days.  She  taught  in  the  intermediate 
and  grammar  grades  and  assisted  inexperienced  teachers,  remaining 
with  some  for  a  week  at  a  time.  I  consider  this  one  of  the  most 
progressive  actions  this  Board  has  made,  and  the  salary  paid  to  the 
substitute  teacher  well  spent. 

Progress  in  the  Schools. 

This  year  has  been  one  of  general  progress.  By  the  completion  of 
the  new  buildings,  together  with  the  equipment  of  the  same,  the  con- 
gested condition  has  been  largely  relieved.  This  has  given  the  teach- 
ers a  better  opportunity  to  do  more  definite,  individual  and  group 
work.  This  has  been  especially  true  in  the  primary  grades  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  large  number  of  promotions.  Language,  spelling, 
reading  and  penmanship  have  been  emphasized  during  the  year  and 
the  children  have  shown  marked  in-ogress  in  these  subjects.  It  has 
been  our  purpose  to  have  the  children  leave  school  at  the  close  of  each 
day  with  a  better  equipped  mind. 

Physical  Welfare  of  Children. 

The  best  index  to  the  health  of  a  community  is  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  school  children.  The  older  countries  have  recognized  this 
fact  and  the  value  of  medical  inspection  which  they  have  used  for 
many  years.  Prof.  Alvin  Davison,  of  Lafayette  College,  in  his  ad- 
dress before  the  Superintendents'  Convention  held  at  Harrisburg,  last 
February,  stated  clearly  and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  "that  a 
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study  of  the  causes  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  occurring  during 
the  vacation  periods,  shows  that  under  present  conditions  the  schools 
are  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  these  diseases.  The  number 
of  cases  is  usually  doubled  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  opening  of 
school  in  September." 

The  per  cent  of  attendance  in  the  following  named  buildings  proves 
very  conclusively  that  as  the  school  year  advances  contagious  dis- 
eases increase: 

Park  Avenue     Dibert  Street     Somerset  Street 

First  month,  97  per  cent.  9G  per  cent.  97  per  cent. 

Second  month, 95  per  cent.  95  per  cent.  95  per  cent. 

Third  month,    93  per  cent.  92  per  cent.  92  per  cent. 

Fourth  month,   92  per  cent.  91  per  cent.  91  per  cent. 

Fifth  month, 91  per  cent.  89  per  cent.  91  per  cent. 

Sixth  month,    87  per  cent.  86  per  cent.  89  per  cent. 

Seventh  month,    89  per  cent.  92  per  cent.  91  per  cent. 

Eighth  month, 91  per  cent.  92  per  cent.  91  per  cent. 

Ninth  month,    93  per  cent.  92  per  cent.  92  per  cent. 

From  the  above  figures  it  is  evident  that  contagious  and  other  dis- 
eases of  children  reached  the  maximum  in  the  sixth  month  of  school. 
In  addition  to  the  prevailing  contagious  diseases,  children  are  suf- 
fering from  defective  vision,  defective  teeth,  large  tonsils,  posterior 
nasal  growths,  obstructed  nasal  breathing,  defective  hearing  and 
diseased  anterior  glands.  It  is  given  on  good  authority  that  50  per 
cent,  of  the  school  children  of  the  State  have  defective  teeth.  At  the 
close  of  the  school  term,  91  children  in  our  city  public  schools  were 
reported  as  having  defective  sight  not  properly  remedied,  and  91  as 
having  defective  hearing  not  properly  remedied.  These  defects  and 
contagious  diseases  are  prevalent  at  a  time  when  we  expect  children 
to  do  their  best  work.  These  are  facts  that  should  awaken  an  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  School  Controllers  to  co-operate  with  the 
Board  of  Health  to  establish  medical  inspection  in  the  city  schools. 


KITTANNINO— F.  W.  Goodwin. 


Our  schools  closed  May  25th,  after  a  very  satisfactory  year's 
work.  The  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons  seemed  not  only  to  rea- 
lize the  duties  that  rested  upon  them,  but  they  also  discharged  those 
duties  in   a  most  commendable  manner. 
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Our  High  School,  which  had  outgrown  its  quarters  in  the  McKean 
Street  building  was  moved  at  the  opening  of  the  year  into  the 
"Academy"  building  which  our  board  had  rented.  This  gave  the 
High  School  very  comfortable  quarters  for  the  present.  The  relief 
will  be  only  temporary.  We  are  much  in  need  of  a  more  modern 
building  and  we  are  satisfied  that  our  citizens  will  not  continue 
to  refuse  the  privilege  to  issue  the  necessary  bonds.. 

The  High  School  course  has  been  lengthened  to  four  years  in 
all  courses.  Two  years'  work  is  now  required  in  Domestic  Science 
for  girls  and  two  years'  work  in  Manual  Training  for  boys  before 
graduation. 

A  modified  form  of  the  ''Step  System"  has  been  put  into  operation 
in  the  grades  and  is  bringing  excellent  results. 

The  attendance  in  the  grades  was  interefered  with  to  a  con- 
siderable degree  by  a  combination  of  the  so-called  children's  diseases, 
but  owing  to  the  care  exercised  by  the  School  Board  and  by  the 
Board  of  Health  they  did  not  assume  the  form  of  an  epidemic. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  grades  has  been  gradually  strengthened 
and  great  care  exercised  in  making  promotions  so  that  during  the 
year  there  were  few  failures  where  the  child  was  in  school  for  the 
full  time. 

The  fact  that  there  was  not  one  change  in  the  list  of  grade  teachers 
from  that  of  the  preceding  year  made  the  work  of  supervision  much 
easier  and  the  work  of  the  teachers  more  efficient.  We  are  satis- 
fied that  the  question  of  changes  in  the  teaching  force  of  our  schools 
is  one  of  the  most  serious  questions  we  have  to  meet.  The  fact  that 
v.  teacher's  work  is  not  satisfactory  is  not  always  conclusive  evidence 
that  that  teacher  should  be  dismissed.  In  fact  no  teacher  should 
be  discharged  until  the  cause  of  her  failure  has  been  made  known  to 
her  and  she  has  either  refused  to  remedy  the  cause  or  demonstrated 
her  inability  to  do  so.  And  the  number  who  with  proper  assistance 
are  unable  to  remove  such  causes  is  very  small. 

The  only  difficulty  we  met  in  enforcing  the  attendance  law  was 
with  those  who  drop  out  to  work.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
keep  track  of  those  who  have  received  the  required  certificate  when 
it  may  be  issued  by  so  many.  If  this  authority  were  confined  to  the 
school  authorities  it  would  greatly  simplify  matters. 

For  a  number  of  years  each  teacher  has  been  allowed  one  day  for 
visiting  other  schools.  The  teachers  made  good  use  of  this  oppor- 
tunity the  past  year.  It  was  a  very  valuable  source  not  only  of  in- 
spiration but  also  of  much  practical  information. 
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LANCASTER— R.  K.   Buehrle. 


N.  B.  Some  words  in  the  following  report  are  printed  in  an 
amended  form  of  orthography  at  the  request  of  the  author. 

The  most  noteworthy  progres  made  in  the  day  schools  during  the 
past  year  is  the  establishment  of  independent  Commercial  Depart- 
ments in  each  of  our  two  High  Schools.  These  departments  are  very 
popular- — about  twenty  per  cent,  of  each  school  having  elected  their 
courses.  No  dout  this  is  partly  due  to  the  very  excellent  teachers  in 
charge  and  especially  to  the  unstinted  support  shown  them  by  the 
Board  in  order  to  bring  these  departments  up  to  their  utmost  effi- 
ciency. 

Another  great  advance  was  made  when  the  Board  authorized 
the  night  school  committee  to  establish  and  maintain  an  evening 
high  school.  The  fenomenally  large  attendance  at  which  was  a  great 
surprise.  Both  these  experiments  show  that  the  people  want  the 
public  schools  to  educate  more  directly  toward  future  callings  of  those 
who  attend  them  and  les  towards  ideal  culture,  and  seeing  that  the 
public  schools  are  the  people's  colleges  this  may  not  be  an  error. 

Moreover,  ther  ar  alredy  indications  which  point  to  the  erly  es- 
tablishment of  courses  of  instruction  in  domestic  science,  especially 
cooking  and  sewing.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  course  will  include 
home-making,  nursing,  and  the  care  of  children,  as  a  part  of  the 
education  given  American  young  ladies  in  the  public  high  school. 
When  this  is  done  ther  wil  be  a  smaller  number  of  defective  among 
our  school  poulation  and  a  much  smaller  number  of  unhappy  families 
in  our  social  life. 

During  the  term  just  closed  our  schools  hav  had  regular  medical 
inspection.  The  office  of  medical  inspector  has  been  created  and 
this  work  is  now  a  recognized  art  of  the  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion in  our  city.  That  it  wil  tend  to  bring  about  the  establishment  of 
a  special  school  for  defectiv  children  and  thus  reliev  the  regular  clas 
teachers  of  the  care  of  such  pupils  and  prevent  the  retardation  of 
the  others,  and  giv  these  in  turn  the  necessary  attention,  wil  redily 
be  conceded. 

The  growth  of  our  city  renders  it  necessary  to  provide  additional 
school  room,  and  during  the  past  year  two  fine,  large,  twelv  room, 
two-story  school  houses  wer  erected  and  are  nearing  completion. 
The  grounds  purchased  for  the  purpose  ar  very  large  and  the  sites 
ar  very  favorably  located  from  a  sanitary  and  esthetic  point  of  view. 
With  the  completion  of  these  buildings  all  the  school  houses  in  use,, 
with  one  exception,  that  of  the  boys'  high  school,  wil  hav  been  bilt 
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within  the  last  twenty-nine  years.  Not  a  single  one  has  rooms  or 
furniture  objectionable  or  not  fit  for  use. 

With  the  next  term  the  boys'  high  school  wil  hav  very  superior 
accommodations  for  the  teaching  of  drawing  and  the  commercial 
branches  so  that  we  may  confidently  affirm  that  ther  is  progres  all 
along  the  line. 

We  wil  hav  the  use  of  an  administration  bilding  with  the  beginning 
of  the  next  term,  in  which  wil  be  placed  the  books  and  supplies  for 
the  schools,  the  office  of  the  city  superintendent  and  the  attendance 
officer— a  room  for  the  meetings  of  teachers  and  for  those  of  directors 
and  also  committee  rooms.  This  wil  be  a  great  improvement  over 
what  we  hav  had  hitherto  both  as  regards  books  and  supplies  and 
convenient  rooms  for  administration  purposes. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


The  year  just  closed  was  the  most  successful  year  in  the  school 
history  of  Lansford  in  at  least  the  amount  and  kind  of  work  done, 
especially  in  the  elementary  grades.  We  feel  that  our  improvement 
in  work  is  due  largely  to  the  recognition  our  school  board  is  giving  to 
the  proficiency  of  the  teachers  by  giving  a  substantial  increase  in 
salary  to  those  who  merit  it.  Not  only  this  recognition  by  the 
Board  for  work  done  has  added  inspiration  to  the  teaching  force 
but  the  liberality  of  the  Board  in  furnishing  all  supplies  and  neces- 
sary apparatus  for  work  (of  the  demonstrative  kind).  A  third  in- 
fluence, and  by  no  means  the  least,  that  has  added  to  a  successful 
year's  work  is  the  size  of  the  school  each  teacher  has  to  handle.  We  try 
to  keep  the  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  at  36,  and  in  very 
few  cases  did  a  teacher  have  more  than  that  number. 

Our  total  number  of  pupils  in  all  the  grades  was  about  1,000,  80 
of  which  were  in  the  high  school.  Twenty  pupils  were  graduated 
from  our  high  school  this  year,  the  largest  class  ever  graduated 
from  our  high  school.  Of  the  class,  16  are  girls  and  4  boys.  Many 
of  these  graduates  will  enter  normal  schools  and  colleges  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  93.  During  the 
year  a  good  number  of  parents  paid  the  fine  for  negligence  in  keeping 
their  children  in  school.  We  have  been  very  successful  in  keeping  the 
children  in  school,  especially  since  we  have  rigidly  enforced  the 
compulsory  attendance  law, 
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During  the  year  a  number  of  improvements  were  made  to  our 
buildings.  Several  rooms  were  equipped  with  new  furniture.  About 
100  volumes  were  added  to  our  high  school  library  and  $950  worth 
of  physical  and  chemical  apparatus  and  supplies  were  added  to  our 
high  school  equipment.  Also  during  the  year  work  was  begun  on  a 
four-room  annex  to  the  West  ward  building,  and  a  new  eight-room 
brick  building  in  the  East  ward.  All  the  buildings  were  equipped 
with  electric  fire  alarm  signals. 

Before  the  close  of  the  school  year,  it  was  decided  to  add  another 
teacher  to  our  high  school  corps  and  two  extra  primary  teachers. 

All  the  foregoing  go  to  show  the  educational  interest  of  Lansford, 
and  the  special  interest  of  the  board  of  direction.  We  are  there- 
fore grateful  for  the  excellent  school  board,  and  for  the  hearty 
support  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers. 


LEBANON— R.  T.  Adams. 


Another  very  prosperous  school  year  has  just  been  completed. 
While  no  radical  changes  have  been  made,  there  has  been  a  whole- 
some development  in  every  department.  The  high  school  has  been 
growing  especially  fast  for  the  last  few  years,  so  much  so,  that 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  put  up  a  new  building  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture. We  are  just  now  putting  in  the  equipment  for  the  second 
year  of  manual  training,  also  the  equipment  for  physical  and  chemi- 
cal laboratories.  In  order  to  make  room  for  these  improvements  it 
has  become  necessary  to  fit  up  four  rooms  on  the  third  story  of  our 
high  school  building,  and  all  available  space  in  the  basement.  We 
elected  two  teachers  for  the  high  school  Ibis  year,  making  ten  in  the 
high  school  faculty  besides  the  four  special  teachers,— drawing, 
manual  training  and  cooking. 

We  have  decided  to  hold  a  separate  City  Teachers'  Institute  this 
year.  We  intend  holding  it  on  separate  days,  on  Friday  afternoons 
and  Saturday  forenoons.  As  yet  we  have  engaged  but  two  instructors 
— Dr.  Henry  Houck,  of  Lebanon,  and  Miss  McGuire,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  first  institute  will  be  held  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  September. 

During  the  year  about  fifty  of  our  teachers  made  a  very  thorough 
study  of  Monroe's  Text  Book  on  the  History  of  Education. 

With  the  new  force  of  teachers  in  the  high  school  and  with  the  new 
manual  training  and  physical  equipments,  we  are  looking  forward 
to  a  very  prosperous  year. 
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LEWISTOWN— W.  F.  Kennedy. 


In  teaching  force,  equipment,  health  of  teachers  and  pupils,  at- 
tendance and  enthusiasm,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  excellent 
results. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  pupils  were  enrolled  during 
the  past  year,  of  which  number  231  belonged  to  the  high  school,  and 
1,381  in  the  lower  grades. 

During  the  last  month  1,337  pupils  were  in  attendance,  1,143 
in  the  primary  and  grammar  grades  and  194  in  the  high  school.  Of 
the  1,143  in  tLe  lower  grades,  9S1  were  promoted  on  May  28th,  making 
86  per  cent,  of  the  last  month's  enrollment.  The  14  per  cent,  not  pro- 
moted was  made  up  from  pupils  in  the  first  year  grade  entering  late 
in  the  year,  pupils  moving  to  our  town  during  the  year  from  country 
districts,  and  slow  or  irregular  pupils.  Seventy-eight  A  grammar 
pupils  were  granted  certificates  of  promotion  to  the  high  school. 
Thirty-one  pupils  of  this  grade  were  not  promoted.  Forty-six  pupils 
were  graduated  from  our  Senior  class,  4  were  rejected,  one  left  on  ac- 
count of  rejection  in  the  mid  year,  two  left  at  the  end  of  the  first 
month,  one  of  whom  was  graduated  from  the  Sunbury  high  school, 
and  the  other  entered  the  Lewistown  school. 

The  attendance  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  was  excel- 
lent. That  of  the  pupils  for  the  year  was  92  per  cent.,  but  many 
schools  maintained  an  average  of  94  and  95  per  cent.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  pupils  were  in  attendance  every  session  and  were 
granted  certificates  of  award  for  perfect  attendance  by  the  super- 
intendent.    Many  others  lost  only  one-half  day  during  the  year. 

Monthly  meetings  of  teachers  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  out- 
lining work,  discussion  of  school  problems,  and  also  the  study  and 
discussion  of  the  reading  course.  The  teachers  of  the  high  school 
assisted  the  superintendent  in  conducting  this  work,  and  the  teachers 
of  other  departments,  in  addition  to  study  and  discussion,  took  a 
written  test  in  the  work  outlined.  The  texts  used  for  this  purpose 
were  Bagley's  Class  Room  Management,  Bryant's  Basis  of  Practical 
Teaching,  and  Educational  Foundations.  The  teachers  in  general 
responded  well  to  this  requirement.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
teachers'  meetings,  many  of  the  teachers  attended  the  sessions  of  the 
Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association,  held  in  Reedville,  Belleville  and 
Lewistown. 

I  am  aware  that  adverse  criticism  has  been  made  on  the  quality 
of  work  done  in  our  schools,  but  this  criticism,  in  general,  has  been 
made  by  persons  who  attribute  the  failure  or  weakness  of  their  chil- 
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dren  to  improper  management  or  weakness  of  teachers.  There  are 
some  whose  criticism  is  induced  by  a  sense  of  their  own  failure  and 
a  desire  to  place  others  in  the  same  predicament.  There  are  some 
who  are  honest  in  their  criticism  but  who  base  their  judgment,  not 
on  the  best  or  average  product  of  the  school,  but  on  the  poorest.  Al- 
most all  criticism  springs  from  persons  who  never  visit  the  schools, 
who  know  nothing  of  their  actual  workings  and  who  rely  almost 
entirely  on  the  tales  carried  out  by  pupils  and  parents  who  have 
some  fancied  grievance. 

I  invite  a  careful  and  unbiased  comparison  of  average  work  done 
in  our  schools  with  that  of  other  schools,  or  with  that  done  in  our 
schools  in  former  years.  I  am  satisfied  that  our  schools  will  not 
suffer  in  comparison. 

At  the  completion  of  this,  my  first  year,  as  superintendent  of 
the  Lewistown  schools,  I  wish  to  say  that  under  the  new  order  the 
educational  interests  of  our  schools  are  not  on  a  standstill,  but 
rather  have  moved  forward.  In  some  lines,  we  have  not  made  the 
advance  desired;  in  others  we  have  done  more  than  we  hoped. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Edward   S.   Ling. 


The  continuance  of  the  longer  school  term  against  some  opposi- 
tion was  achieved  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  superintendency, 
and  Lock  Haven  has  in  this  respect  taken  her  proper  position  among 
the  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  not  again  to  return  to  the  former 
order,  we  believe. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  the  high  school  courses  were 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  many  elective  subjects  and  a 
better  arrangement  of  the  subjects  previously  offered  and  by  placing 
promotions  on  a  credit  basis.  During  the  year  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion fitted  up  the  high  school  laboratory  in  shape  for  really  effective 
scientific  work.  The  prompt  and  lasting  interest  in  these  subjects 
attests  the  wisdom  of  the  action.  The  plans  for  the  present  year  in- 
clude still  further  improvements  along  the  same  line.  The  work  in 
the  high  school,  in  all  departments,  has  been  characterized  by  a  spirit 
of  emulation  and  enthusiasm  which  has  brought  its  sure  reward. 
This  result  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  work 
of  the  new  principal,  Professor  John  A.  Young.  Fewer  students 
dropped  out  of  the  high  school  courses  during  the  year  than  for 
some  years  in  the  past.  Almost  exactly  half  of  the  enrollment  in  the 
high  school  are  boys.  The  coming  year  will  see  thorn  slightly  in  the 
lead,     A  new  encyclopedia  of  the  most  approved  type  is  one  of  the 
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acquisitions  of  the  year  in  this  department.     The  funds  for  this 
were  earned  by  the  school. 

In  the  monthly  teachers'  institutes  the  work  of  the  year  was  based 
on  the  professional  literature  presented  by  the  "Educational  Founda- 
tions." This  gave  variety  while  at  the  same  time  holding  to  the  line 
of  the  newest  thought  on  educational  topics. 

There  was  great  interest  especially  in  the  general  subject  of  the 
teaching  of  English.  It  is  agreed  among  ourselves  that  in  Lock 
Haven  at  least  there  has  been  too  much  study  about  English  and 
not  enough  study  of  it,  and  not  enough  practical  training  in  the 
use  of  it.  We  have  also  agreed  that  there  is  no  greater  service  that 
our  schools  can  do  for  our  boys  and  girls  than  to  give  them  facility 
and  accuracy  in  the  use  of  the  mother  tongue,  the  medium  of  ex- 
pression whose  use  is  a  matter  of  constant  need.  Our  methods  of 
teaching  reading,  spelling,  writing,  language  and  literature  there- 
fore have  been  carefully  scanned  in  order  to  confirm  the  excellencies 
and  eliminate  the  weaknesses. 

The  reading  of  some  of  the  English  classic  stories  was  begun  in 
the  grades  with  great  success.  That  appreciative  reading  of  this 
kind  can  be  done  admits  of  no  question.  The  beauty  of  the  language 
and  thought  of  the  masters  steals  unawares  on  the  consciousness 
of  the  young  readers.  The  work  will  be  extended  and  strengthened 
during  the  coming  year.  In  the  First  ward  the  teachers  made  a 
special  effort  to  stimulate  the  reading  of  good  literature,  and  recog- 
nizing the  fact  that  the  pupils  had  access  to  very  little  of  this  kind 
of  reading  matter  they  got  together  a  fund  which  enabled  them 
lo  purchase  two  hundred  volumes  of  the  best.  The  school  board 
provided  a  good  case  for  the  same. 

The  retardation  of  the  pupils  in  the  grades  was  another  topic 
which  was  investigated  and  discussed  frequently  through  the  year. 
It  was  found  that  forty-five  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  are  so  retarded. 
This  proportion  is  considered  much  too  large.  Some  causes  of  this 
retardation  peculiar  to  the  locality  were  sought  and  discovered. 
Others  were  traced  to  methods  of  work.  The  object  will  be  to  elimi- 
nate all  causes  of  this  hindrance  so  far  as  possible.  About  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  the  elementary  grades  were  not  pro- 
moted at  the  end  of  the  term.  This  number  we  believe  can  be  steadily 
diminished. 

The  loss  of  time  due  to  minor  ailments,  so-called,  was  investigated 
as  a  cause  of  retardation  and  was  found  to  be  a  much  larger  factor 
than  was  at  first  thought.  Out  of  this  research  have  grown  several 
recommendations  to  the  Board  along  sanitary  lines.  Drinking  foun- 
tains will  probably  be  installed  and  more  sanitary  methods  em- 
ployed in  sweeping  and  dusting,  as  well  as  stricter  quarantine  meas- 
ures in  dealing  with  measles,  whooping  cough,  tonsilitis,  mumps  and 
chicken-pox. 
15 
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Improvement  in  the  appearance  of  our  school  rooms  received  con- 
siderable attention.  A  tew  are  wry  dingy  by  reason  of  somber-colored 
papers.  These  it  is  proposed  To  remove  and  to  paint  the  walls.  An 
art  exhibit  was  used  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  decoration  of  the  school 
room  walls.  It  was  very  successful  and  a  sufficient  sum  was  realized 
to  provide  two  copies  of  famous  paintings  for  each  room.  Several 
public-spirited  citizens  were  generous  contributors  to  the  fund  and 
the  local  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  was 
an  active  aid. 

Eight  boys  and  eleven  girls  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
Four  of  these  took  the  commercial  course,  seven  the  classical  and  eight 
the  English-scientific.  A  good  proportion  of  these  young  people  will 
go  on  to  higher  institutions. 

Among  the  recommendations  made  to  the  Board  of  Education  for 
the  new  year  are  a  continuance  of  the  nine  month  term,  increased 
salaries  for  ward  and  high  school  principals,  complete  courses  in 
drawing  and  music  for  tbe  grades,  and  many  improvements  in  the 
condition  of  buildings.  A  fair  proportion  of  these  suggestions  will  be 
carried  out.  though  some  of  them  will  have  to  wait  because  of  a  lack 
of   finals. 


LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,   MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— 

II.  .1.  Wisrhtman. 


The  school  year  1  '.MIMI'.I  in  Lower  Merion  township  marks  a  large 
number  of  lines  of  activity,  the  most  important  of  which  are  per- 
haps: ill  The  purchase  of  a  four-acre  plot  in  the  center  of  the 
township  for  a  high  school  and  the  maturing  of  plans  for  a  large  build- 
ing. Bonds  for  this  purpose  have  been  sold  for  a  little  more  than 
$206,000.  i- i  The  completion  of  a  most  up-to-date  grade  building 
of  eight  moms  at  Bala.  This  building  is  ideal  in  all  of  its  equip- 
ment and  arrangement.  This  building  was  completed  and  entered  by 
the  middle  of  September.  (3)  A  new  course  of  study  covering  all 
grades  and  high  school  has  been  developed  and  put  in  definite 
printed  form.  This  course  makes  the  high  school  a  component  part 
of  the  public  school  course,  and  the  grade  work  dovetails  and  pre- 
pares in  a  practical  way  for  the  work  to  follow.  The  various  high 
school  courses  offered  are  made  up  to  date  by  the  proposed  com- 
plete equipment  of  the  new  high  school  along  manual  training, 
commercial  and  scientific  lines.  Large  attention  is  also  given  to 
the  physical  training  of  both  boys  ami  girls.  1 4 1  The  adoption 
of  a  salary  schedule  based  upon  merit  and  the  addition  of  nearly 
$4,000  to  the  salaries  of  the  sixty-live  teachers  for  the  coining  year, 


No.  5.  McKEESPORT.  197 

Great  care  has  been  exercised  in  The  selection  of  teachers,  the 
entire  country  being  searched  for  the  best  candidates  available. 
(5)  Large  attention  has  been  given  to  the  careful  grading  of  all 
the  schools,  classes  being  arranged  under  a  B-group  composed  of  the 
quicker  and  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  grade,  and  an  A-group. 
including  the  slower  and  weaker  pupils.  The  course  of  study  also 
provides  that  the  essentials  of  the  work  of  the  various  grades  be 
covered  by  the  smaller  district  schools  where  teachers  have  two 
and  three  grades  and  a  more  extended  outline  with  the  same  es- 
sentials be  mastered  by  the  schools  where  teachers  have  but  half  a 
section  of  a  grade,  Mil  Large  attention  has  been  given  to  and  con- 
siderable money  spent  for  the  beautifying  of  the  schools  and  sur- 
roundings and  the  furnishing  of  adjustable  desks  and  chairs  of  a 
new  type.  The  chair  adopted  for  universal  use  is  the  wide  chair 
seat,  the  width  being  the  same  as  a  single  desk.  These  are  found 
lo  be  a  great  deal  more  comfortable  for  pnpils  than  any  other  chair 
used.  (7)  Parent-Teachers'  Organizations  have  been  formed  in  each 
of  the  larger  schools  of  the  township  and  most  capable  officers, 
who  are  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  work  of  the  schools  have 
been  installed.  These  organizations  during  the  few  months  of  the 
year  that  they  were  operative  took  an  active  part  in  making  the 
work  of  the  present  day  school  room  understood  by  parents.  At  each 
of  these  meetings,  it  is  customary  to  have  some  line  of  work  by 
some  grade  presented  for  the  observation  and  instruction  of  parents. 
(8)  The  Alumni  Association  of  the  High  school  has  started  to 
take  a  most  active  and  helpful  part  in  school  affairs,  working  in 
conjunction  with  the  superintendent  and  principal  of  the  high 
school  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  and  to  make  high 
school  athletics  wholesome  and  a  credit  to  the  school.  1  believe 
there  are  large  possibilities  in  the  effective  work  of  an  active  alumni 
association. 

There  are  many  minor  points  of  activity  which  have  aimed  toward 
the  toning  up  of  general  school  conditions,  which  are  unnecessary  to 
mention  at  this  time. 


McKEE SPORT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


1  herewith  submit  my  seventh  annual   report  for  the  schools  of 
this  city: 

Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science  and  Sewing. 
The  Board  of  Education  appropriated  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  manual  training,  domestic  science  and  sewing 
in  the  public  schools  for  the  next  school  year.     We  expect  to  open 
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one  center  for  manual  training  and  one  for  domestic  science  this 
year.  Next  year  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board  of  Education  to 
establish  manual  training,  and  domestic  science  in  all  the  schools 
of  this  city.  Sewing  will  be  introduced  this  year  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades,  and  next  year  in  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades. 

General. 

Our  teachers'  institute  this  year  was  held  in  sections  instead  of 
the  entire  week  and  was  very  satisfactory  to  our  teachers.  Our 
professional  work  was  continued  as  in  former  years — the  teachers 
studied  and  discussed  Tompkins'  School  Management.  These  meet- 
ings were  held  once  a  month  from  4  to  5  o'clock.  The  high  school 
lias  continued  to  increase  in  number,  enrollment  during  the  past 
year  was  525.  Two  additional  teachers  were  engaged  for  the  high 
school.  The  Board  of  Education  appropriated  f  1,000  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Kindergarten,  which  was  established  by  the  Kindergarten  Asso- 
ciation  one  year  ago.  Lincoln's  100th  anniversary  was  observed 
throughout  the  city  during  the  day  and  the  high  school  gave  a  Lincoln 
program  in  the  evening.  Several  thousand  parents  visited  the  schools 
during  the  exercises.  In  all  14,485  parents  and  others  visited  the 
schools  during  the  year. 


McKEES   BOCKS— F.   H.   Powers. 


During  the  past  year  our  schools  have  made  substantial  pro- 
gress. Our  patrons  hare  shown  more  interest  in  education  and  as  a 
result  the  grammar  grades  record  a  larger  enrollment  than  ever 
before.  This  is  an  industrial  center,  and  the  easy  facilities  offered 
for  earning  money  have  proved  too  strong  for  Ihe  majority  of  our 
boys  and  girls.  For  this  reason,  in  former  years,  many  from  the 
seventh  grade  and  even  some  from  the  sixth  grade  left  school  in 
order  to  take  up  preparatory  work  in  some  of  the  business  schools 
and  colleges  in  the  city.  The  sentiment  seems  to  be  changing  in 
favor  of  thorough  scholarship  as  is  indicated  by  the  increased  at- 
tendance in  the  grammar  grades. 

About  half-past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Monday,  April  5,  1909,  the 
cupola  of  the  McKee  school  building  was  observed  to  be  on  fire.  The 
tire  alarm  signal  was  given  and  in  less  than  a  minute  and  a  quarter 
every  room  of  the  eleven  rooms  in  session  was  dismissed  in  perfect 
order  to  the  school  grounds.  The  rapidity  of  dismissal  and  the  order 
maintained  were  creditable  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  fire- 
drills  practiced  in  all  of  our  schools,  and  in  this  instance  demon- 
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strated  its  utility.  If  the  pupils  had  not  been  accustomed  to  these 
drills  it  is  probable  many  would  have  been  seriously  injured.  The 
building  was  damaged  to  the  extent  of  about  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000). 

With  regret  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  must  be  made  that  our 
school  buildings  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  progress  of  the  age. 
There  are  four  school  buildings  and  three  of  them  are  furnished 
with  stoves  for  heating  purposes ;  in  the  other,  the  hot-water  system 
of  heating  is  used.  The  only  way  of  ventilating  any  of  the  school 
rooms  is  by  raising  or  lowering  the  windows  or  opening  the  doors. 
The  drafts  through  the  open  windows  or  doors  in  cold  weather, 
contribute  largely  toward  illness  of  both  pupils  and  teachers.  The 
hot-water  system  of  heating  is  poorly  adapted  to  supply  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  pure  air  to  a  school.  It  is  too  slow.  The  schools  thus 
supplied  must,  in  cold  weather,  either  breathe  impure  air  (air 
breathed  over  and  over)  or  if  the  windows  or  doors  are  opened,  en- 
dure a  temperature  which  is  as  uncomfortable  as  it  is  unhealthful. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  two  of  the  essentials,  heating  and  venti- 
lation, our  school  buildings  are  antiquated.  There  can  be  no  good  rea- 
son assigned  for  the  continuance  of  these  conditions,  and  the  present 
outlook  seems  favorable  for  a  speedy  and  complete  remedy. 

The  work  in  three  subjects,  writing,  music  and  drawing  is  super- 
vised by  special  teachers — with  results  highly  satisfactory. 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


The  school  term  just  closed  was,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  pleas- 
antest  ever  experienced.  From  beginning  to  end  there  was  scarcely  a 
ripple  of  disturbance  or  trouble.  Breeches  of  discipline  were  not 
numerous,  and  such  as  did  occur  were  readily  adjusted,  and  then 
forgotten.  Teachers  who  can  dispose  of  this  difficult  matter  with 
so  little  friction  are  to  be  congratulated.  All  parties  concerned  in 
the  promotion  of  school  interests  worked  harmoniously  together, 
all  pulled  loyally  in  the  same  direction.  The  majority  of  our  lower 
grade  teachers  are  deserving  of  commendation  for  their  painstaking 
care  in  seeing  that  their  children  come  to  school  with  proper  regard 
for  neatness  and  cleanliness  of  person  and  apparel.  The  teacher 
who  can  inspire  her  little  pupils  with  becoming  ideals  in  this  re- 
spect accomplishes  a  praiseworthy  object.  Our  teachers  have  also 
put  forth  great  efforts  in  teaching  manners  and  politeness,  and  all 
have  met  with  some  success.   This  is  also  most  praiseworthy ;  for  the 
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habit  of  good  manners  and  politeness  well  fixed  will  be  of  more  ser- 
vice to  the  pupil  in  alter  life  than  cube  root  or  the  conjugation  of 
Latin  verbs   1'orgotten. 

We  of  course  had  a  few  drawbacks  to  contend  with.  Measles 
were  epidemic  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  and  this  had  the  effect  of 
reducing  the  attendance  which  for  the  first  seven  months  of  the  term 
was  unusually  good.  A  year  ago  the  board  decided  to  have  old 
textbooks  repaired.  Accordingly,  early  in  June,  about  six  thou- 
sand books  were  sent  away  to  be  mended  and  cleaned.  The  experi- 
ment proved  very  unsatisfactory.  In  the  first  place  the  books  were 
not  returned  according  to  contract.  Schools  opened  and  about  half 
the  children  were  without  the  necessary  books.  Finally  when  they 
did  come  to  hand  investigation  showed  that  in  many  cases  the  books 
returned  were  not  those  sent  away.  We  had  books  from  all  over  the 
United  States.  Many  of  the  geographies  were  made  for  other  States, 
many  books  were  old  editions,  hundreds  of  them  were  imperfectly 
repaired,  and  many  were  too  dirty  to  he  used.  At  this  writing  no 
settlement  has  as  yet  been  made.  Lei  all  who  read  this  beware  of 
having  old  hooks  mended. 

An  investigation  made  last  winter  disclosed  the  fact  that  from 
thirty-five  1<>  forty  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  this  district  are  one  or 
more  years  behind  in  their  grades.  There  are  various  reasons  for 
this  average  of  pupils,  ill  hi  one-third  of  the  homes  the  parents 
of  the  children  speak  no  English.  Many  children  accordingly  enter 
school  without  the  usual  English  vocabulary,  and  this  has  a  tendency 
to  retard  their  progress.  (2)  Many  children  are  mentally  or  physical- 
ly defective.  The  child  that  is  mentally  unsound,  that  cannot  hear  or 
see  well,  or  that  is  too  sickly  to  attend  school  regularly,  is  sure  to  be 
at  a  disadvantage.  (3)  Another  cause  is  to  be  found  in  bad  home 
environment,  indigent  parents,  poverty,  a  lack  of  proper  care,  food 
and  clothing.  i4i  Overcrowded  schools  make  it  impossible  for 
teachers  to  give  that  degree  of  individual  attention  to  certain  pupils 
which  their  cases  require,  (5)  A  cause  is  also  to  be  found  in  this 
that  our  local  educational  system  is  too  one-sided.  It  is  all  in- 
formatory,  and  makes  no  provision  for  the  training  of  the  hand. 
Boys  and  girls,  if  not  gifted  with  intellectual  tastes,  tire  of  school, 
lag  behind  and  then  drop  out.  The  first  three  causes  are  largely 
beyond  our  power  to  help.  So  also  is  the  fourth  so  long  as  the  people 
of  the  district  by  a  decided  majority  refuse  to  vote  the  means  for 
adequate  school  facilities.  The  last  cause  will  be  removed  when  we 
shall  have  learned  to  substitute  some  of  the  domestic  arts,  such  as 
sewing  and  cooking,  for  some  of  the  studies  now  pursued  by  the  girls, 
and  when  our  boys,  as  Rousseau  puts  it.  insic;i<l  of  being  obliged 
for  eight  or  a  dozen  years  to  stick  solely  to  their  books,  are  also 
taught   to   use   their   hands   to   the   profit    of   their   minds.    Average 
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pupils  are  found  in  all  systems.  But  it  has  been  well  said  that  their 
relative  ratio  to  the  entire  enrollment  constitutes  an  index  of  school 
efficiency. 

The  school  hoard  has  wisely  decided  to  improve  and  increase  our 
high  school  facilities.  A  third  story  is  being  added  to  the  present 
high  school  building.  This  will  give  us  a  large  assembly  room,  and 
(wo  recitation  rooms.  A  laboratory  will  be  equipped  for  work  in 
science.  The  work  now  under  contract,  while  not  giving  us  what  we 
ought  to  have,  will,  when  finished,  at  least  give  us  very  much  better 
high  school  facilities  than  those  we  have  had.  The  board  has  also 
decided  that  the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school  shall 
after  the  year  just  closed,  be  post-graduate.  The  course  of  study  iu 
the  academic  department  has  been  recently  modified  so  as  to  conform 
more  nearly  with  the  state  syllabus.  Notwithstanding  some  draw- 
backs the  work  of  the  high  school  was  good  the  past  year,  and  the 
outlook  is  cheering. 

A  branch  of  the  Mothers'  Congress  was  recently  organized.  Its 
members  are  enthusiastic,  and  they  hope,  by  means  of  parent-teachers 
associations,  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  in  carrying  their  work 
(o  greater  perfection. 

Our  school  term  ended  with  the  high  school  commencement  held 
June  2.  The  grammar  school  exercises  were  held  the  day  before. 
Both  were  largely  attended  and  passed  oil'  very  pleasantly.  Since 
that  time  the  teachers,  all  being  applicants,  have  been  unanimously 
re-elected,  some  of  them  having  been  voted  an  increase  of  salary. 
All  this  promises  well  for  the  new  year. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY—  Frank  J. 

Noonan. 


The  year  just  closed  has  witnessed  some  improvements  in  our 
school  system,  improvements  of  a  permanent  character  which  will 
have  a  marked  bearing  on  the  future  work  of  our  schools.  We  are 
not  going  to  tell  of  all  the  mistakes  we  made,  suffice  it  to  say  that  we 
are  trying  hard  to  remedy  those  that  have  been  recognized. 

This  year  considerable  attention  is  to  be  given  to  our  high  school, 
and  before  long  we  expect  to  have  one  of  which  the  district  may  well 
feel  proud.  We  have  never  yet  asked  state  aid,  but  we  intend  to  be- 
fore long — just  as  soon  as  we  earn  it  and  deserve  it.  By  this  we 
mean  that  state  requirements  were  not  considered  in  this  school  as 
they  should  have  been  in  former  years  and  as  thev  will  be  in  the 
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future.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  good  work  has  uot  been  done 
since  its  organization — far  from  it,  for,  after  all,  one  of  the  best 
proofs  of  the  value  of  a  school,  of  its  course  and  its  training,  is  the 
work  and  character  of  those  who  have  passed  through  its  doors  out 
into  the  world  to  struggle  for  existence,  and  we  take  pardonable  pride 
in  saying  that  our  personal  knowledge  of  the  success  that  is  crowning 
the  efforts  of  many  of  our  graduates,  in  the  various  walks  of  life, 
assures  us  that  some  things,  at  least,  were  done  well  in  our  little 
school. 

Started  ten  years  ago  and  loyally  supported  under  many  dis- 
couraging conditions,  many  of  the  pupils  being  obliged  to  walk 
six  miles  daily  to  attend,  these  sons  and  daughters  of  hard-working, 
parents  have  generally  reflected  credit  on  their  school  and,  with 
few  exceptions,  have  helped  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  those  parents 
whose  self-sacrifice  made  possible  their  attendance.  We  may  have 
iacked  in  finish,  but  we  taught  our  boys  and  girls  to  work  and  iin 
pressed  upon  them  the  fact  that  their  success  in  life  would  be  com- 
mensurate to  the  efforts  they  put  forth. 

Heretofore,  pupils  were  entered  into  the  high  school  direct  from 
the  several  village  schools.  Such  will  not  be  the  case  in  the  future, 
since  we  have  organized  an  advanced  central  grammar  class  in  which 
all  pupils  will  be  required  to  spend  at  least  one  year  before  being 
admitted   to   the  high   school. 

We  do  not  like  ungraded  schools,  yet  we  were  compelled  to  erect 
an  open  one  at  Maple  Hill  during  the  year,  impassable  roads,  more 
than  anything  else,  being  responsible  for  our  action.  While  we  would 
have  preferred  to  have  had  these  children  in  a  graded  school,  when 
we  found  it  impossible  for  them  to  attend  the  one  nearest,  we  gave 
them  a  cozy,  cheerful  building  of  their  own,  and  are  pleased  to 
note  that  their  work  and  attendance  during  the  term  was  very  en- 
couraging. 

This  is  a  township  where  the  superintendent  may,  if  he  so  elects, 
spend  as  much  of  his  "vacation"  as  he  pleases  in  overseeing  repairs 
and  improvements  to  school  buildings.  The  writer  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  in  doing  so  last  summer  aud  expects  to  continue  the 
pleasant  work  next  year.  During  the  past  twelve  months  we  have 
repaired  ten  buildings,  painted  fifteen,  papered  and  otherwise  im- 
proved twenty-nine  rooms,  provided  several  with  single  desks,  and 
still  find  lots  to  be  done.  It  will  take  about  two  years  more  to 
make  the  necessary  improvements  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  we 
hope  to  feel  that  the  children  will  have  about  what  is  due  them  in 
the  matter  of  school  equipment  and  facilities. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  we  appointed  a  janitress  for  each 
building,  it  mattered  not  whether  the  building  contained  one  room 
or  six.    This  is  another  step  in  the  right  direction. 
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Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  progressive  steps  taken, 
while  most  of  the  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  during  the  term. 

We  are  going  to  try  hard  to  arouse  more  interest  on  the  part  of 
some  parents  this  year  and  hope  to  succeed  in  doing  so. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  many  favors  shown  and 
valuable  information  given. 


MEADVILLE— R.  H.  Bellows. 


The  adoption  of  the  Swedish  system  of  physical  training  for  our 
elementary  schools  and  for  the  girls  of  our  high  school,  also  the 
organization  of  athletics  in  our  high  school  seemed  to  meet  with 
general  approval.  A  special  teacher  of  physical  training  was  em- 
ployed during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  direct  the  daily  work 
of  teachers  and  pupils  and  a  member  of  the  high  school  faculty 
coached  the  athletic  teams. 

Medical  inspection  for  physical  defects  of  both  elementary  and  high 
school  pupils  was  carried  on  during  the  school  year  by  our  local 
physicians  without  expense  to  our  board.  Over  a  thousand  of  our 
pupils  were  examined  for  the  defects  named  below  and  the  number  of 
cases  requiring  medical  treatment  was  as  follows:  Enlarged  glands, 
27 ;  enlarged  tonsils,  22 ;  chorea,  2 ;  cardiac  disease,  31 ;  pulmonary 
disease,  14 ;  skin  disease,  9 ;  deformities  of  spine,  chest  or  extremities. 
69;  defective  nasal  breathing,  49;  deformed  palate,  50;  adenoid 
growths,  40;  bad  teeth,  113. 

The  eyes  of  practically  all  of  our  pupils,  who  were  not  wearing 
glasses,  were  tested  by  the  teachers.  _  Of  1,031  cases  selected  at  ran- 
dom, 315,  or  over  30  per  cent.,  were  found  to  have  defective  eyesight. 
Fifty-three  of  these  cases  were  so  bad  that  the  largest  letters  on 
the  test  card  could  not  be  read  at  a  distance  of  twenty  feet,  while  a 
few  could  not  read  them  at  a  distance  of  five  feet.  The  parents  or 
guardians  of  children,  who  require  the  services  of  a  physician  or 
an  oculist,  were  notified  by  mail  of  their  condition  and  many  of  them 
have  already  been  treated. 

The  introduction  of  manual  training  for  boys  in  the  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth  and  ninth  years,  I  regard  as  one  of  the  most  important 
events  of  the  year.  Although  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  equip- 
ment until  the  beginning  of  the  second  term,  the  work  done  by  the 
boys  was  highly  satisfactory. 
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Through  the  generosity  of  the  Public  Library  Board,  grade  libraries 
of  carefully  selected  books  adapted  to  the  age  and  mental  development 
of  the  pupils  have  been  placed  in  all  school  rooms  of  the  elementary 
school  from  the  fourth  To  the  eighth  grade,  inclusive.  About  900 
volumes  are  now  in  circulation. 

Raising  the  standard  of  promotion  in  the  eighth  year  from  a  gen- 
eral average  of  75  in  all  subjects  to  a  required  standing  of  75  per 
cent,  in  each  subject  has  promoted  general  excellence  in  all  the 
work  of  this  grade  and  sends  into  the  high  school  a  class  numbering 
seventy,  passing  not  only  in  two  or  three  subjects,  but  in  all  of  the 
rudimentary  subjects. 

The  adoption  of  the  00  per  cent,  rule  which  excuses  from  final 
examinations  students  in  every  de]  artinent,  providing  they  have 
maintained  throughout  the  term  a  class  standing  of  00  per  cent,  or 
above,  has  proved  a  legitimate  incentive  to  general  excellence  in 
daily  work  all  along  the  line.  Many  of  our  students  (al  least  20  per 
cent,  of  them  )  were  excused  from  one  or  all  of  their  final  examinations 
;;s  a  result  of  faithful  and  conscientious  work  throughout  the  year. 

The  sanitary  drinking  fountains  installed  in  the  high,  second  and 
third  district  schools  may  have  been  instrumental  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  contagious  disease.  While  1  am  not  prepared  to  speak 
with  authority  in  this  matter,  still  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  large 
number  of  the  cases  of  German  measles  reported  among  the  children 
of  the  til  si  dist  litl  school  and  many  of  the  cases  of  skin  disease 
reported  a  year  ago  mighl  have  been  prevented  had  the  sanitary 
drinking  fountain  been  in  use.  At  any  rate  the  fad  remains  that 
when  we  had  a  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  in  the  first  district 
where  many  common  drinking  cups  were  in  use.  there  were  but  very 
few  cases  in  the  second  district  school  where  the  sanitary  drinking 
fountains  had   been   installed. 

The  reorganization  of  our  high  school  into  departments  has  proved 
mutually  advantageous   to  teachers  and   pupils. 

I  am  glad  to  he  able  to  report  that  a  teachers'  retirement  fund  has 
been  established.  The  plan  provides  for  the  raising  of  a  fund  mutually 
by  the  teachers  and  the  school  board,  all  teachers  (d'  less  than  ten 
years*  service  paying  into  the  fund  two  per  cent,  of  their  annual 
salaries  and  those  of  over  ten  years'  service  paying  in  three  per 
cent.,  the  school  hoard  contributing  to  the  fund  a  sum  equal  to  that 
paid  by  the  teachers.  The  minimum  annuity  is  lixed  at  $300.00,  the 
maximum  a1  $360.  The  school  board  has  the  right  to  retire  a  teacher 
of  ten  or  more  years'  experience,  providing  she  is  mentally  or  physi- 
cally incapacitated. 

While  I  feel  that  we  have  made  progress  this  year,  I  trust  that  the 
work  of  the  next  year  may  show  more  gratifying  results  in  every  de- 
partment. 
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MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.   Wickey. 


The  recent  panic  will  be  a  memorable  one  in  Hie  annals  of  our  bor- 
ough. Our  chief  industry,  the  National  Tube  Mills,  which  gave  em- 
ployment to  1,200  men,  has  been  dismantled;  the  machinery  turned 
into  junk;  buildings  razed,  and  the  grounds  leveled.  What  was  the 
chief  mainstay  is  no  more.  The  general  unrest  thus  caused  and  the 
struggle  for  readjustment  to  the  new  and  changed  conditions  had  for 
a  time  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  schools.  But  adversity  is  often 
a  blessing  and  as  we  look  into  the  future  prospects  are  bright  for  a 
better  town  than  ever. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  1,034,  average  attendance,  789.  More 
than  a  hundred  children  moved  away  from  town  and  a  large  number 
were  practically  forced  to  leave  school  to  go  into  the  factories.  The 
enrollment  in  the  high  school — 91 — was  the  largest  for  ten  years.  A 
class  of  13  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  a  class  of  28 
promoted  to  the  high  school.  The  high  school  is  growing  in  interest, 
efficiency  and  popularity.  The  four  years  course  is  fully  operative. 
Three  teachers  are  employed  who  give  their  entire  time  to  high 
school  work. 

During  the  year  special  instruction  was  given  in  vocal  music  in 
all  our  schools  under  the  direction  of  Professor  1).  W.  Keeny.  The 
music  work  has  merited  the  approval  of  the  community  and  will 
be  continued  as  a  permanent  part  of  our  curriculum. 

The  local  institute  was  interesting  and  unusually  well  attended. 
The  lecture  by  Dr.  Oordinier  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience.  Teach- 
ers' meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  at  regular  intervals  dur- 
ing the  year.  Medical  inspection  was  a  prominent  subject  for  dis- 
cussion at  these  meetings. 

The  success  which  attended  our  labors  the  past  year  was  all  that 
could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  and  we  approach  the 
new  year  sanguine  of  a  general  progressive  movement  along  educa- 
tional lines. 

My  thanks  are  due  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  schools  and  particularly  to  the  State  Department  for  valuable 
advice  and  courtesies  extended. 
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MILTON— W.   A.   Wilson. 


We  have  completed  a  rear  of  good,  bard,  honest  work.  The  Board 
of  Education,  superintendent,  teachers  and  pupils,  all  have  had  a  part 
in  the  most  successfully  efficient  effort  our  schools  have  ever  made. 

With  a  total  enrollment  of  1,366,  we  have  had  a  high  school  enroll- 
ment of  223,  a  percentage  of  16  1-3. 

Of  67  who  graduated  from  the  grammar  school  last  Spring,  64 
entered  high  school  last  Fall,  a  percentage  of  95^. 

We  graduated  29  from  the  high  school  this  Spring,  which  is  77  per 
cent,  of  the  membership  when  entering  the  high  school. 

There  were  88,  who  graduated  from  the  grammar  schools  this 
Spring,  which  is  over  67^  per  cent,  of  the  number  that  entered  the 
first  grade  eight  years  ago. 

Our  sixth  and  seventh  grades  for  next  year  are  nearly  as  large  as 
the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades. 

In  other  words  our  schools  are  popular  with  a]l  the  people. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  people  defeated  a  new  high  school 
at  a  second  election,  held  last  February,  after  a  year  and  a  half  of 
bard  times,  our  schools  are  popular,  and  the  return  of  good  times 
will  give  us  all  we  need  to  bring  our  schools  to  their  highest  ef- 
ficiency. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  employ  another  teacher  for  the  high 
school,  making  in  all  seven  teachers. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Wallize,  who  has  been  principal  of  the  high  school  dur- 
ing the  time  that  I  have  been  superintendent,  resigned  his  position 
at  the  end  of  this  year,  to  go  into  business.  His  loss  will  be  keenly 
felt,  for  he  was  a  fine  teacher,  a  good  executive  and  a  man.  Mr.  F.  L. 
Y<»st,  who  lias  been  assistant  principal  during  the  past  three  years, 
has  been  promoted  to  the  principalship. 

We  have  accomplished  more  than  we  have  ever  before  accomplished 
in  the  art  and  handicraft  work,  which  is  due  to  the  leadership  of 
our  supervisor,  May  H.  Congdon. 

Our  new  Board  of  Education  is  harmonious  and  determined  to  keep 
up  the  standard  we  have  attained. 

I  thank  them  and  the  Department  for  the  many  favors  granted 
during  the  past  year. 
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MONESSEN— Thomas  E.  Lytle. 


The  Monessen  public  schools  closed  Tuesday,  June  1st,  1909,  after 
a  very  successful  year. 

Considering  the  age  of  our  town,  the  people  have  made  commend- 
able progress  in  the  way  of  school  equipment.  During  the  past 
year  we  dedicated  a  fine  two-story,  eight-room  grade  building  in 
the  Third  ward.  This  building,  complete  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments in  the  way  of  furniture  and  ventilation,  cost  approximately 
thirty-five  thousand  ($35,000)  dollars. 

Because  of  the  character  of  our  industries  and  the  large  foreign 
element  in  our  population  it  would  naturally  be  inferred  that  there 
would  be  a  falling  off  in  the  enrollment  in  the  grammar  grades  and 
high  school,  yet  our  high  school  enrollment  was  over  one  hundred 
this  year,  with  a  bright  outlook  for  a  considerable  increase  next  year. 
We  have  maintained  the  high  standard  of  our  high  school  and  ex- 
pect still  further  to  increase  its  efficiency. 

In  our  grammar  department  we  are  trying  the  Beardsley  system 
of  manual  training  without  a  special  teacher,  and  the  results  have 
been  much  better  than  was  anticipated  for  the  length  of  time  the 
system  has  been  installed. 

The  work  in  the  several  grades  and  departments  has  been  outlined 
and  defined  in  scope  as  to  afford  every  possible  advantage  for  carry- 
ing on  instruction  in  classes  and  individually. 

In  a  school  where  there  is  as  large  a  foreign  element  as  we  have, 
it  is  found  that  the  subjects  demanding  the  closest  attention  are  read- 
ing and  language.  While  not  in  the  least  neglecting  other  subjects,  we 
are  trying  to  give  the  two  mentioned  special  attention.  Oral  lan- 
guage work  is  given  an  important  place  on  our  program. 

In  the  subject  of  arithmetic,  we  are  giving  much  more  time  to 
mental  arithmetic  than  formerly,  and  find  the  results  much  more 
satisfactory  in  the  way  of  accuracy  and  speed  in  the  solution  of 
problems. 


MOUNT  CARMEL,  PA.— Samuel  H.  Dean. 


The  addition  to  our  borough  on  the  east  side  made  it  necessary  to 
elect  four  more  teachers  for  the  first  four  grades.  It  was  interest- 
ing to  see  how  the  children  and  their  parents  appreciated  the  change 
from  the  ungraded  country  school  to  our  graded  system.     This  is 
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a  move  in  the  right  direction.  In  this  practical  age  when  coal  com- 
panies find  it  pays  to  bring  coal  from  a  distance  to  one  central  break- 
er; when  oil  kings,  railroads,  department  stores  and  other  lines  of 
business  find  that  consolidation  pays;  it  should  lead  ns  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  recognize  the  value  of  centralizing  onr  school  work.  In 
the  progressive  states  in  the  west  they  are  somewhat  in  advance 
of  tliis  state  in  this  respect .  At  least  our  towns  could  take  in  the 
outlying  districts  that  are  really  a  part  of  the  town  and  give  the 
children  the  benefit  of  graded  schools.  This  would  help  the  county 
superintendent,  who  cannot  possibly  supervise  the  large  number  of 
schools  under  his  charge  as  he  would  like  to. 

County  Superintendent  Petzer  has  lieen  very  helpful  in  placing 
township  pupils  in  our  high  school.  We  have  received  over  §500  for 
tuition  from  township  pupils  who  feel  that  time  is  money  and 
they  must  have  the  benefit  of  graded  school  work. 

A  four  years*  course  in  the  high  school  is  now  established  in  our 
town  which  will  enable  our  pupils  to  graduate  from  the  Normal 
school  in  one  year  and  enter  college  without  condition.  The  last 
two  years  in  the  high  school  the  pupils  have  a  choice  between  Latin 
and  German. 

By  having  four  teachers  in  the  high  school  we  are  enabled  to 
secure  those  who  are  fitted  for  departmental  work.  The  selection 
of  a  lady  to  teach  the  English  department  has  been  a  wise  one.  The 
directors  felt  that  as  our  school  grew  larger  the  high  school  girls 
needed  one  of  their  own  sex  to  look  out  for  their  interests. 

The  high  school  is  the  key  to  the  success  of  the  whole  school  sys- 
tem. It  pays  to  have  broadminded  men  and  women  with  college 
training,  with  culture  and  refinement  with  whom  our  children  asso- 
ciate at  this  critical  period  of  their  lives.  It  is  at  this  time  that  the 
character  becomes  fixed  to  a  large  extent.  If  the  teaching  is  forceful, 
.learcut.  enchanting,  practical  and  the  discipline  is  strong,  firm, 
tactful,  natural,  the  children  form  such  habits  of  study,  concentra- 
tion, executive  ability  to  accomplish  work,  independence  of  thought, 
and  conscientiousness  as  will  return  to  onr  schools  first  class  teachers, 
to  our  town  uncorruptible  citi/ens  and  business  men  and  wives  for 
the  men  that  will  know  how  to  train  up  their  children  in  the  way 
they  should  go.  Of  course  this  means  that  we  shall  have  to  pay 
larger  salaries.  School  boards  do  not  expect  to  hire  a  $5,000  man 
for  $1,500. 

A  man  that  has  the  power  to  inspire  and  hold  steady  the  adoles- 
cent boys  and  uirls.  who  can  teach  and  discipline  a  high  school  and  in- 
spire them  as  we  wish  our  hoys  to  lie.  has  a  power  that  will  command 
a  large  salary  in  the  business  world.  If  we  retain  such  talent  we 
must  pay  for  it.  This  being  done  there  would  not  come  from  so  many 
high  schools  the  report  of  disorder,  etc.     The  Good   Book  tells  us 


No.  5.  NANTICOKE.  209 

that  the  world  is  wiser  in  its  war  than  other  people.  Sportsmen  are 
wiser  in  paying  large  salaries  for  a  good  baseball  pitcher,  men  with 
valuable  colts  are  not  slow  to  hold  a  good  trainer  no  matter  what 
he  charges.  The  world  is  looking  for  men  that  know  how  and  that 
can  be  depended  on  and  they  are  ready  to  pay  almost  any  salary  to 
get  them.  Pennsylvania  can  afford  with  all  her  wealth  to  give  her 
hoys  the  very  best  so  that  she  retain  her  proud  position  of  being  the 
keystone  state. 

Our  schools  employ  47  ladies,  and  4  men  to  teach  our  schools. 
Some  other  towns  have  even  fewer  male  teachers.  The  fact  that 
God  gave  children  parents,  male  and  female,  is  worth  thinking  about. 
A  woman  thinks  and  acts  as  a  woman,  and  a  man  as  a  man.  Neither 
is  complete  alone.  The  children  ought  to  come  in  contact  with  just 
as  many  strong  men  as  strong  women. 

The  excuse  that  there  is  not  money  enough  is  often  given. 

In  a  state  like  Pennsylvania  there  ought  to  be  enough  money  to 
give  our  children  the  best  there  is. 

The  new  ten-room  building  being  built  will  make  our  children  more 
comfortable. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  August  with  every  teacher  present. 

.Miss  Mable  Mulock,  of  the  English  Department  of  Altoona  high 
school :  Miss  Alice  L.  Harris,  Primary  Superintendent,  of  Worcester, 
Mass,  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Gilbert  were  our  instructors.  Our  pupils  en- 
joyed the  rich  Heat  made  possible  by  the  Phil.  Mnsenm  who  loaned 
us  a  lantern,  screen,  slides  and  a  lecture  explaining  the  slide  on 
forestry.  These  made  a  very  happy  combination  with  our  Arbor  Day 
when  many  trees  were  planted. 


NANTICOKE— A.  P.  Diffendafer. 


The  work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  in  the 
main  satisfactory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  work  was  inter- 
rupted by  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria.  To  assist  the  board  of  health 
in  controlling  the  disease  our  schools  were  closed  for  two  weeks, 
but  many  of  our  pupils  were  compelled  to  lose  from  three  to  five 
weeks  after  we  resumed  work.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  term  our 
primary  work  was  hindered  by  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of 
measles. 

A  change  in  the  superintendency  of  our  schools  occurred  on  Jan- 
uary 1.  Mr.  John  Wm.  Griffith,  who  had  been  for  many  years  the 
efficient  superintendent  of  our  schools,  was  elected  county  treasurer 
14_5_1909 
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of  Luzerne  county.  We  all  rejoice  in  his  success  in  the  political 
field  but  regret  that  his  occupancy  of  the  county  treasurer's  office 
prevents  his  being  active  in  school  work.  Under  his  able  administra- 
tion our  schools  prospered  abundantly. 

No  important  changes  have  been  made  in  our  school  curriculum; 
thoroughness  in  a  few  branches  rather  than  a  little  knowledge  in 
many  subjects  continues  to  be  our  aim. 

Our  instructors  at  the  different  institutes  held  during  the  year 
were  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Professor  Llewellyn  Phillips,  Dr.  Chas.  C. 
Gordinier,  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Oriner,  Professor  W.  D.  Crockett,  Dr.  A. 
C.  Rotherniel,  Professor  Wm.  P.  Strauglm.  We  found  their  lectures 
interesting  and  profitable. 

A  four-room  addition  to  one  of  our  buildings  has  been  completed. 
This  additional  room  will  relieve  the  over-crowded  condition  at  our 
Hanover  school.  The  rapidly  increasing  school  population  of  this 
place  will  early  demand  additional  rooms  and  a  larger  teaching 
corps. 

My  work  during  the  present  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  to  all  I 
express  my  gratitude  for  their  support  and  encourageemnt. 


NEW   BRIGHTON—  C,  C.   Green. 


Nine  patrons'  meeting  were  held  during  the  past  year;  one  for  each 
of  the  grades  and  the  high  school.  The  following  programme  for  the 
fourth  grade  contains  the  essential  features  of  all  the  programmes: 

Music High  School  Orchestra. 

Course  of  Study. Miss  Harriet  Latshaw  (Teacher). 

Vocal  Solo,  Mr.  Loren  McCaughtry  (Patron). 

How  the  Home  May  Help  the  School, 

Miss  Ednah  Pobinson   (Teacher). 

Now  the  School  May  Help  the  Home, 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  Lane  (Patron), 

Reading,    Miss  Elsie  Martsolf   (Pupil). 

Music Ladies'  Quartette  (Patrons). 

The  Public  Schools  and  Good  Citizenship, 

Miss  Mabel  Hawthorne    (Teacher). 

Mr.  Geo.  L.  Hamilton  (Patron). 

General  Discussion  of  School  Problems, 

Patrons  and  Teachers. 
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In  connection  with  the  general  discussion  a  question  box  was 
conducted  at  each  of  the  meetings,  and  parents  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  interrogate  the  superintendent  or  the  teachers  with 
reference  to  any  phase  of  the  school  work. 

These  questions  and  discussions  served  to  bring  about  a  better 
understanding  between  the  teachers  and  the  parents.  Such  questions 
as  the  "overcrowded  curriculum,"  home  study,  and  proper  forms  of 
punishment  were  discussed.  While  the  discussions  were  auimated  at 
times,  all  seemed  to  be  searching  for  tbe  truth,  and  not  in  a  single 
instance  was  there  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  participants 
to  be  unkind  or  too  critical.  Every  meeting  closed  in  harmony  and 
with  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  patrons  that  they 
had  been  benefited. 

Tbe  superintendent  presided  at  all  of  the  meetings,  and  an  effort 
was  made  to  have  as  many  teachers  as  possible  appear  on  the 
programs. 

The  meetings  were  arranged  by  the  superintendent  and  the  teach- 
ers; and  in  addition  to  a  general  invitation  through  the  daily 
papers  a  personal  invitation  was  sent  to  the  parents  of  every  child 
in  the  grade. 

The  attendance  ranged  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  new  schedule  of  salaries  which  was  adopted  by  the  board  of 
Directors  in  1908  was  given  its  first  test  at  the  recent  election  of 
teachers,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  results  were  very  en- 
couraging. 

In  fixing  the  salaries  for  1909-10  the  superintendent's  efficiency 
record  was  followed,  and  more  than  $1,000  was  added  to  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  who  were  re-elected.  Our  schedule  of  salaries  is  as 
follows: 

Class  I.  Teachers  holding  a  permanent  or  normal  school  certifi- 
cate, and  showing  evidence  of  at  least  four  years  of  successful  ex- 
perience. 

Minimum  salary,  $55.00. 

Maximum  salary  for  automatic  increase,  $75.00. 
Class  II.    Teachers  holding  a  professional  or  normal  school  cer- 
tificate, and  showing  evidence  of  at  least  two  years  of  successful  ex- 
perience. 

Minimum  Salary,  $50.00. 
Maximum  salary,  $55.00. 
Class  III.   (a)   Teachers  holding  a  provisional  certificate. 

(b)   Teachers  holding  a  professional  or  normal  school 
certificate,  without  at  least  two  years  of  success 
ful  experience. 
Minimum  salary,  $40.00. 
Maximum  salary,  $50.00. 
16 
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Teachers  working  under  this  schedule  for  the  first  time  will  be 
placed  in  the  schedule  at  a  point  to  be  determined  by  the  Board.  Be- 
ginning June  1,  1909,  the  salaries  of  all  teachers  shall  be  increased 
at  least  $2.50  per  month  for  each  year  of  successful  experience  sub- 
sequent to  the  adoption  of  this  schedule,  until  they  reach  the  maxi- 
mum salary  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong  or  until  they  possess 
the  qualifications  which  place  them  in  another  class.  Teachers  be- 
longing to  ("lass  I  who  possess  special  qualifications  may  receive  a 
salary  beyond  the  maximum  for  automatic  increase. 

Successful  experience  and  fitness  for  promotion  in  salary  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  be  based  upon 
the  reports  of  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  superintendent 
with  reference  to  the  elements  enumerated  in  Rule  IV  of  "Rules  gov 
erning  the  election  and  promotion  of  teachers." 

Rules  Governing  the  Election  and   Promotion  of  Teachers 

I.  The  minimum  qualifications  for  the  position  of  teachers  shall  be 
graduation  from  an  approved  high  school  and  at  least  one  year's 
experience  as  a  pupil-teacher  or  the  equivalent  of  such  preparation 
and    experience. 

II.  No  teacher  shall  be  advanced  in  salary  after  she  has  ceased 
to  advance  in  efficiency. 

III.  Teachers  who  do  not  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  school  system  or  are  found  to  be  inefficient,  shall  be  dropped 
from  the  corps. 

IV.  The  elements  to  be  considered  in  determining  a  teacher's 
fitness  for  promotion  in  salary  shall  be  ;is  follows: 

1.  The  efficiency  of  the  teacher  in  the  school  room,  and  her  ability 
to  produce  the  desired  results  in  the  training  of  children. 

2.  Evidence  of  growth  in  a  knowledge  of  educational  processes 
and  the  philosophy  of  teaching* 

...  Evidence  of  growth  in  a  knowledge  of  the  academic  branches 
required  for  a  teacher's  certificate. 


NEW   CASTLE— T.   A.   Kimes. 


The  work  done  in  the  New  Castle  schools  during  the  past  year 
has.  we  believe,  surpassed  that  of  any  previous  year. 

In  the  fall  our  Board  adopted  a  plan  of  systematic  visitation  of 
schools  during  each  month  by  a  specially  appointed  committee,  who 
were  to  report  in  writing  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  their 
opinion  of  the  work  as  they  found  it. 
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That  these  reports  were  interesting'  goes  without  saying,  and  we 
believe  that  nothing  has  been  done  in  years  that  has  been  more 
helpful  to  the  schools  or  has  brought  them  in  closer  touch  with  the 
individual  members  of  the  Board.  We  trust  this  system  may  be 
continued. 

In  a  number  of  our  wards,  a  series  of  mothers'  meetings  were  held. 
These  were  well  attended,  and  in  the  discussion  of  school  questions 
many  of  the  mothers  took  an  active  part.  These  meetings  and  the 
systematic  visitation  of  our  teachers  to  the  homes  of  the  pupils,  have 
brought  about  a  closer  connection  between  the  home  and  the  school, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  has  contributed  much  to  a  more  regular  at- 
tendance on  the  part  of  many  pupils. 

Continuing  to  believe  that  a  good  school  presupposes  a  strong 
teacher  our  Board  raised  the  maximum  salary  in  the  grades  from 
sixty  to  sixty-four  dollars  per  month.  The  condition  under  which 
(he  maximum  could  be  drawn  was  to  be  qualified  to  do  successful 
work  in  the  seventh  grade. 

This  furnishes  an  opportunity  to  teachers  who  are  ambitious  and 
willing  to  go  up  in  the  grades,  as  well  as  a  recognition  for  extra 
lime  spent  in  school. 

As  a  rule  our  teachers  are  readers  of  educational  papers,  and 
during  the  year  one  book  on  pedagogy  was  read  and  studied  at 
our  ward  meetings.  Three  ward  meetings  being  held  at  each  building 
every  month. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  the  enrollment  of  every  teacher 
in  the  city  at  the  annual  county  institute.  Irr  institute  work  we 
unite  with  the  county  teachers.  This  plan  has  been  in  vogue  for 
many  years,  and  is,  in  our  judgment,  a  benefit  to  both  city  and 
county  teachers. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY.— II .  U.   Nvhart. 


The  school  year  closed  June  18,  1909.  There  were  no  graduating 
exercises  because  the  high  school  course  was  increased  to  four 
years. 

The  building  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  was  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  This  building- 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the  state.  The  Wilkes- 
Barre  Times-Leader  on  Monday  evening,  May  31,  1909,  said  in  part: 
"To  add  to  the  atractiveness  of  the  building  a  large  cement  wall 
has  been  placed  on  the  four  sides  of  the  school  yard.     On  the  wall 
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has  been  placed  a  substantial  iron  fence.  A  large  number  of  shade 
trees  have  been  planted  in  the  yard.  The  building  and  the  grounds 
are  complete  in  every  detail,  embodying  the  best  features  of  mod- 
ern school  architecture.1' 

The  Flag  Presentation  exercises  under  the  auspices  of  Justice 
Council,  No.  307,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Glen  Lyon,  were  held  at  the 
building  on  May  31st.  Before  the  exercises  a  large  parade  with  Gen- 
eral C.  Bow  Dougherty  acting  chief  marshal,  composed  of  General 
Dougherty's  staff,  National  Guards,  State  Constabulary,  school  chil- 
dren and  a  large  number  of  societies,  marched  through  the  principal 
streets  of  the  town.  The  following  program  was  given  at  the  building: 

Overture,  Glen  Lyon  K.  of  M.  band;  invocation,  Bev.  Geo.  A.  War- 
burton;  address  of  welcome,  Bev.  T.  J.  Vaughn;  address.  Hon.  John 
Lynch;  address,  Mr.  Morris  Williams,  of  Philadelphia;  address.  Hon. 
Gaius  L.  Halsey;  singing,  Paderewski  Glee  Society;  address.  Bev.  A. 
Smeltz;  Address,  Michael  Donohue;  presentation  of  flag,  Mr.  John 
Dando ;  singing,  school  children ;  acceptance  of  flag,  Mr.  Thomas 
Butkewicz ;  address,  Superintendent  James  M.  Conghlin;  address, 
Mr.  Josiah  Williams.  In  the  evening  a  banquet  was  given  with  Gen- 
eral Dougherty  acting  toastmaster  at  which  the  following  pro- 
gram was  given : 

Address.  Hon.  Geo.  S.  Ferris;  address,  Mr.  John  Griffith;  address, 
Hon.  John  Lynch;  address,  Mr.  John  Dando;  address,  Mr.  John  H. 
Williams;  address,  Mr.  B.  A.  Quinn ;  address,  Hon.  John  M.  Gar- 
man. 

Four  new  schools  wrere  opened  in  Glen  Lyon  during  the  year. 

In  October  Mr.  T.  Clemens  Anskis  was  elected  supervisor  of  draw- 
ing in  this  district.  Through  his  efforts  the  work  in  drawing  was 
again  raised  to  a  high  standard. 

During  the  last  week  of  school  an  exhibition  of  the  work  in  draw- 
ing, penmanship,  and  composition  was  placed  in  each  building. 
A  large  number  of  the  parents  visited  these  exhibitions  and  were 
very  well  pleased  with  the  work. 

The  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new  high  school  building  at 
Wananiie  are  now  ready.  The  contract  will  be  awarded  in  a  few 
weeks,  but  the  building  will  not  be  ready  until  next  year. 

Ten  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  "Educational 
Foundations"  and  "Methods  in  Teaching"  were  used  for  professional 
studv. 
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NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Three  thousand  and  forty-nine  pupils  were  enrolled  in  all  the 
grades,  of  which  number  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  enrolled 
in  the  high  school.  Sixty-five  young  men  and  women  will  graduate 
June  29.  Of  the  eighty-four  teachers  employed,  seventeen  taught 
exclusively  in  the  high  school,  sixty-three  taught  in  the  elementary 
schools,  and  four  were  special  teachers. 

During  the  year  several  phases  of  school  work  received  special 
attention. 

The  eighth  year  grades  were  consolidated  in  two  buildings  and 
departmental  teaching  instituted.  During  the  last  five  months  of 
the  eighth  year,  elementary  science  (physics  and  nature  study  by 
types)  took  the  place  of  political  geography;  local,  state,  and  national 
civics  took  the  place  of  United  States  History;  algebra  and  arith- 
metic received  equal  consideration;  and  German  was  made  elective. 
About  half  of  the  pupils  selected  German. 

A  greater  interest  in  the  health  of  the  children  was  manifested  in 
more  efficient  medical  inspection.  Defective  children  were  examined 
by  the  school  physician  and  the  records  filed  in  the  superintendent's 
office.  A  copy  of  the  record  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  parents 
who  were  urged  to  secure  the  proper  treatment  for  the  child.  A 
local  hospital  agreed  to  supply  treatment  to  such  as  were  too  poor  to 
engage  a  physician. 

Play  grounds  were  improved  and  an  athletic  field  of  more  than 
seven  acres  purchased.  This  field  was  improved  and  well  equipped. 
It  will  be  in  charge  of  the  physical  instructor  during  vacation  and 
will  be  open  to  all  the  children  of  the  town.  A  first-class  gymnasium 
was  established  for  the  high  school  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  trained 
instructor.  All  the  high  school  pupils  received  systematic  instruction 
in  physical  culture. 

A  card  system  was  adopted  by  which  the  school  history  of  every 
pupil  may  be  obtained.  It  provides  for  a  continuous  record  from 
the  child's  inception  to  school  to  his  graduation. 

The  centenary  of  Lincoln  was  appropriately  observed.  A  Lincoln 
exhibit,  which  lasted  three  days,  was  held  in  the  McCann  Library 
of  the  high  school.  Practically  the  whole  town  joined  in  making  the 
exhibit  a  great  success.  It  was  visited  by  all  the  teachers  and  pupils. 
Many  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  also  visited  the  exhibit.  A  pamphlet 
was  issued  containing  some  of  the  chief  facts  of  Lincoln's  life,  some 
of  his  most  characteristic  sayings  and  writings,  and  some  of  the  most 
significant  things  which  were  said  in  praise  of  Lincoln. 

Every  member  of  the  schools  received  one  of  these  pamphlets. 
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The  co-operation  of  the  pupils,  teachers,  parents  and  school  board 
resulted  in  efficient  school  work. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good  work  of  the  teachers,  and  the 
warm  support  of  the  school  board  ;  also,  the  advice  and  help  which 
we  have  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


NORTHAMPTON    BOROUGH— W.    I).    Landis. 


Our  schools  closed  on  .May  .'Us!  after  a  very  successful  year.  The 
highest  enrollment  was  1)24.  Our  attendance  for  the  term  was  95 
per  cent. 

The  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  13  and  judging  by  the  num- 
ber who  expect  to  enter  higher  institutions,  we  believe  that  the  in- 
spirational side  of  instruction  has  not  been  neglected. 

The  teachers  met  monthly  during  the  term  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  The  Recitation  by  Dr.  Hamilton.  This  was  with  much 
profit  and  1  feel  the  teachers  are  well  paid  for  their  sincere  efforts. 
The  teachers  also  met  in  grades  for  the  purpose  of  studying  method, 
subject  matter  and  conditions  relative  to  their  own  grades.  The 
sentiment  of  the  teachers  and  the  spirit  with  which  they  entered  into 
Ihe  work  at  these  meetings  were  to  me  a  source  of  great  satisfaction. 

We  observed  Patrons'  day  in  each  building  during  the  month  of 
April.  Teachers  visited  the  patrons  and  invited  them  to  visit  the 
schools  and  inspect  the  work.  Displays  of  writing,  drawing,  color 
work  and  different  other  work  were  on  exhibition.  Each  pupil  had 
work  (Ui  exhibition  and  patrons  were  urged  to  examine  and  compare 
the  work  of  their  own  children  with  the  work  of  others.  Nothing  has 
been  done  in  Northampton  to  bring  aboul  a  more  wholesome  school 
sentiment  than  the  visiting  of  patrons  by  Ihe  teachers  and  Ihe  ob- 
servance of  Patrons'  Day. 

We  celebrated  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birthdays  with  appro- 
priate exercises.  The  public  were  invited  to  each  of  these  exercises 
and  quite  a  number  of  patrons  attended  them.  Rev.  M.  X.  George 
delivered  the  principal  address  at  ihe  Lincoln  celebration. 

The  high  school  was  supplied  during  the  year  with  an  International 
Encyclopedia  and  a  high  grade  piano.  A  piano  was  also  placed  in 
the  Franklin  building,  giving  us  an  instrument  in  each  of  our  build 
ings. 

I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  parents,  teachers,  principals, 
and  directors  for  the  hearty  co-operation  that  has  been  given  me  dur 
ing  the  year. 
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OIL   CITY — James   J.   Palmer. 


Since  this  is  my  first  report  on  the  Oil  City  schools  1  shall  call 
attention  only  to  the  more  important  changes  of  the  year.  Special 
attention  was  given  to  the  things  which  influence  in  the  most  vital 
manner  the  education  of  the  children.  In  the  primary  grades  con- 
siderable stress  was  placed  on  the  teaching  of  reading,  writing, 
spelling  and  number.  To  teach  reading  well  in  the  first  grade  means 
to  the  pupil  not  only  a  mastery  of  one  of  the  arts  of  civilization  but 
prepares  him  also  lor  increased  success  in  his  school  work  since  ef- 
ficient stud}'  depends  on  intelligent  reading.  One  of  the  most  import- 
ant things  in  teaching  primary  writing  is  correct  position.  We  have 
taken  particular  pains  with  the  teaching  of  primary  writing,  hoping 
to  avoid  many  of  the  errors  in  both  position  and  form  which  be- 
ginning  pupils   often   acquire. 

Through  the  upper  grades  the  subjects  of  arithmetic  and  English 
have  been  emphasized.  The  course  of  study  in  arithmetic  was  first 
carefully  graded.  The  use  of  counting  in  the  lower  grades  as  a  basis 
for  the  multiplication  tables  and  the  oral  solution  of  many  typical 
thought  or  mental  problems  will  remove  many  of  the  difficulties  ordi- 
narily met  with  in  the  arithmetic  work  of  Hie  upper  grades.  An  in- 
vestigation of  the  problems  used  in  business  reveals  the  fact  that  the 
ordinary  demand  of  the  business  world  is  for  the  accurate  solution 
of  problems  containing  small  numbers,  numbers  usually  much  smaller 
than  those  given  in  the  average  arithmetic.  Since  letter-writing  is 
probably  the  most  common  form  of  English  used  after  school  life, 
(he  kinds,  forms  and  composition  of  letters  were  given  special  em- 
phasis in  the  English  of  all  grades. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year-  a  department  in  penmanship  in  charge 
of  a  competent  teacher  and  penman  was  established  and  a  course  in 
penmanship  offered  to  all  pupils  in  the  high  school.  Next  year  at 
least  the  ninth  grade  pupils  will  be  expected  to  pass  the  work  in 
writing  as  a  regular  study. 

An  important  improvement  is  under  way  in  the  construction  of  a 
new  building  in  the  Fourth  ward  to  accommodate  in  eight  separate 
grades  the  children  of  this  growing  section  of  the  city. 

Our  teachers'  institutes  were  practical  and  profitable.  The  attend- 
ance of  persons  other  than  teachers  was  probably  fully  up  to  the, 
usual  record  in  the  city. 

As  often  as  it  seemed  necessary  teachers'  grade  meetings  were 
held  to  establish  a  better  understanding  between  the  teachers  and 
the  superintendent  regarding  the  required  work.  Once  a  month  a 
general  teachers'  meeting,  including  all  the  grade  teachers,  was  held. 
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Hamilton's  Recitation  was  studied  as  a  text-book  during  the  year 
and  topics  taken  from  this  book  furnished  the  themes  for  discussion 
at  these  meetings.  The  subject  of  general  study  with  the  teachers 
next  year  will  be  on  teaching  pupils  to  study. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  the  general  condition  of  the  community 
favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  schools  of  the  city.  The  Board  of 
Control  has  done  its  full  share  in  creating  good  school  conditions. 
The  general  public  has  given  the  schools  favorable  attention  and  the 
teachers  have  acquitted  themselves  with  credit  in  carrying  out  many 
new  plans. 


OLD  FORGE  BOROUGH— Francis  R.  Coyne. 


No  great  changes  have  marked  a  rather  successful  school,  except 
that  we  have  raised  our  high  school  from  a  two  to  a  three  years' 
course. 

We  have  a  large  and  very  rapidly  growing  population.  We  are 
blessed  with  a  progressive  board,  every  member  of  which  feels  the 
responsibility  of  not  only  housing  the  vast  increase  but  who  feel 
pride  in  advancing  the  standard  in  the  various  grades. 

A  new  system  of  steam  heating  was  installed  in  three  of  our  build- 
ings, all  six  of  our  schools  painted,  basement  floors  concreted,  rooms 
calsomined,  yards  fenced  and  cleaned  and  trees  planted. 

We  had  sixteen  pupils  in  our  third  year  of  high  school  work,  twenty- 
two  in  the  second  and  forty-two  in  the  first. 

The  board  has  purchased  six  lots,  beautifully  located,  upon  which 
an  eight-room  high  school  of  the  most  modern  type  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  in  September,  1910. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  children  attend  is  surprising.  We 
had  but  two  truants  during  the  year,  no  incorrigibles  and  but  very 
few  working  under  fourteen. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


The  marked  feature  of  the  school  year  which  ended  June  1st,  1909, 
was  the  crowded  condition  of  our  schools,  specially  in  the  lower 
grades.  In  our  22  school  rooms  we  had  a  total  enrollment  of  1,222, 
an  average  of  nearly  56  to  a  room.    In  the  first  primary  grade  in  the 
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Central  school,  over  one  hundred  pupils  were  enrolled  during  the 
term,  while  in  many  of  the  other  grades  the  attendance  was  propor- 
tionately large.  Good  work  under  such  conditions  is  impossible,  and 
realizing  this  fact,  the  new  board  immediately  after  organizing  in 
June  took  steps  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  grades. 

At  first  it  was  proposed  to  enlarge  and  repair  the  Central  school, 
a  seven-room  wooden  structure  erected  twenty-six  years  ago,  but  a 
thorough  inspection  resulted  in  a  decision  by  the  Board  to  abandon 
the  old  school  and  erect  a  modern  ten-room  building  in  its  stead. 
The  new  building  will  be  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings  and  will 
cost,  when  completed,  about  $50,000. 

The  present  method  of  making  the  enrollment  of  children  under 
the  Act  of  Assembly  providing  for  compulsory  attendance,  and  the 
one  governing  the  distribution  of  part  of  the  state  appropriation,  is 
very  unsatisfactory,  at  least  in  this  borough.  On  comparing  the  last 
enrollment  made  by  the  assessors  under  the  compulsory  attendance 
law  with  the  enrollment  of  children  in  the  several  schools,  I  found 
over  200  children  omitted  from  the  assessors'  lists,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  enrollment  recently  made  to  determine  our  share 
of  one-third  of  the  state  appropriation  for  the  next  two  years,  is  not 
any  more  complete.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  this  school  district  is  losing 
at  least  $300  per  year  through  the  negligence  of  the  assessors  in  failing 
to  enroll  all  the  children. 

Thirteen  students  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  close  of 
the  term,  and  at  least  four  of  these  will  enter  the  Normal  schools  to 
continue  their  studies.  Heretofore  our  high  school  course  has  been 
but  two  years.  This  has  been  the  result  of  necessity  rather  than 
choice,  as  in  this  district  children,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  with- 
drawn from  school  on  reaching  legal  age  of  employment,  and  we 
have  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  any  considerable  number  of 
I  hem  long  enough  to  finish  even  this  short  course.  Conditions  in 
this  respect  are,  I  believe,  beginning  to  change  for  the  better,  and 
with  the  opening  of  our  new  high  school  a  year  hence,  I  am  confident 
that  we  will  be  able  to  extend  the  course  to  three  years. 


PHOENIXVILLE— R.  E.   Laramy. 


The  school  enrollment  this  year  showed  an  increase  of  72.  As 
we  have  had  a  similar  increase  every  year  for  four  years  the  erection 
of  another  school  building  is  becoming  necessary.  The  high  school 
enrolled  210  in  a  total  enrollment  of  1,453.    This  was  the  first  year 
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in  which  the  commercial  branches  were  Taught.  Instruction  in 
stenography  and  typewriting  was  offered  to  others  thaD  regular 
students  and  night  classes  were  formed,  which  were  successful. 

On  Saturday  afternoons  during  the  winter  graded  instruction  in 
sewing  was  given  in  one  of  the  buildings  to  about  350  girls  by  vol 
onteer  teachers  working  for  the  Woman's  Club.     The  library  of  the 
school  districl   is  steadily  increasing  its  numbers  of  useful  volumes 
and  is  becoming  an  efficient  ally  of  the  teachers. 

Perhaps  our  most  interesting  feature  of  the  school  life  was  the 
trial  of  a  plan  i:i  ''Moral  Training,"  along  the  lines  suggested  by  .Miss 
Jane  Brownlee.  Outlines  with  material  and  suggestions  were  pre- 
pared by  the  superintendent,  h  was  the  opinion  of  the  teachers 
at  the  close  of  the  year  thai  the  work  had  had  many  very  definite 
results   and    it    will   be  continued   next    year. 

Financially  the  board  reduced  its  bonded  debt,  came  out  with  a 
balance  on  hand  and  was  successful  in  collecting  a  larger  percentage 
of  the  assessed  taxes.  The  school  enrollment  as  taken  by  the  as 
h  ssors  was  tested  by  the  attendance  officer.  His  count  exceeds 
that  of  th<*  assessors  by  i'xv. 

A  series  of  free  lectures  open  to  the  community  was  conducted  by 
the  teachers.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the  celebration  of  the 
Lincoln  centennial  as  ;<  result  of  which  a  bronze  tablet  of  the  Gettys- 
burg address  and  a  bronze  bust  of  Lincoln  are  now  in  position  in  the 
high  school.  The  graduating  class  numbered  twenty-five,  from  which 
number  representatives  are  going  to  West  Chester  Normal  school. 
Wyoming  Seminary,  Wilson  College,  Dickinson  College.  St;ite  Col- 
lege and  Lehigh. 


PITTSBURG      Samuel    Andrews. 


The  most  important  work  of  the  year  just  closed  is  the  definite 
end  forceful  purpose  of  our  grade  institutes  for  teachers.  The 
executive  committee  elected  by  the  Pittsburg  Teachers'  Institute  de- 
cided to  conduct  grade  institutes  in  addition  to  the  three  general 
institutes.  These  grade  institutes  were  he'd  bi-monthly  and  included 
the  principals,  assistant  principals,  high  school  and  special  teachers. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  various  grades,  a  chairman,  a  secretary 
an  executive  committee  were  elected  to  arrange  ihe  programs 
for  the  futu re  meetings;  each  committee  submitted  the  arranged  pro- 
gram* to  the  general  executive  committee  for  its  suggestion  and  ap- 
proval. At  the  end  of  the  term  a  report  from  each  grade  was  sent 
to  the  genera]  executive  committee,  giving  results  of  the  meetings, 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  subjects  discussed  and  suggestions  lot- 
next   year's  work. 
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As  a  result  of  these  meetings  a  syllabus  is  being  prepared  out- 
lining the  work  to  be  done  by  each  grade  for  the  first  two  months 
of  next  term.  Committees  of  principals  were  appointed  to  outline 
the  work  in  each  subject  in  accordance  with  tbe  Course  of  Study. 
These  committees  will  suggest  the  work  to  be  done  for  periods  of  two 
months  each. 

In  order  to  show  its  interest  in  Ike  welfare  of  the  teachers, 
I  lie  Central  Board  of  Education  has  decided  to  reward  those  teachers 
wlio  have  faithfully  performed  their  part  of  the  work  of  tbe  Pitts- 
burg Teachers'  Reading  Circle,  by  having  commencement  exercises 
in  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  some  time  during  the  Fall.  Bach  teacher 
who  has  fulfilled  the  requirements  will  receive  a  diploma.  A  promi- 
nent speaker  is  to  be  selected  to  make  an  address  on  this  occasion. 
Almost  five  hundred  teachers  will  have  completed  the  four  years' 
course  outlined  bv  the  Reading  Circle  Committee. 


POTTSTOWX— YV.  W.  Rupert. 


This  year  a  new  course  of  study  was  provided  for  the  high  school. 
A  better  distribution  of  the  old  subjects  was  made,  and  French  and 
zoology  were  added.  Moreover,  the  work  in  English,  German,  algebra 
and  history  was  strengthened. 

A  few  days  before  the  schools  opened  the  parents  who  had  chil- 
dren in  tbe  High  school  were  invited  to  meet  the  principal  and  the 
superintendent  for  consultation  respecting  the  importance  and  char- 
acter of  subjects  and  courses.  Two  meetings  were  held.  The  at- 
tendance at  each  was  most  gratifying.  The  good  results  of  these 
meetings  could  be  seen  throughout  the  year. 

Our  high  school  lias  grown  very  rapidly.  In  a  manufacturing  town 
of  15,000  people,  we  have  three  hundred  and  seventy  pupils  in  the 
high  school.  More  than  the  half  of  these  pupils  are  boys.  The 
graduating  class  this  year  numbered  fifty-two.  twenty-one  of  whom 
were  young  men.  A  goodly  number  of  these  young  people,  boys 
and  girls,  will  enter  college  next  September. 

Our  present  high  school  building  is  not  adequate  to  our  needs; 
if  was  not  designed  to  accommodate  so  many  pupils.  Just  as  soon 
as  the  board  can  see  its  way  clear  financially,  it  will  erect  a  modern 
and  thoroughly  equipped   high   school. 
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The  fourth  annual  session  of  the  Pottstown  Teachers'  Institute 
was  held  during  the  week  of  March  29  to  April  2,  1909.  Some  of  our 
ablest  educators  were  engaged  for  the  week,  and  the  work  was  of 
great  value  to  the  teachers.  Educationally  and  financially  our  in 
dependent  institute  has  been  a  marked  success. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  given  general  satisfaction. 


POTTSVILLE— S.  A.  Thurlow. 


I  suppose  it  would  be  quite  proper  for  a  district  superintendent, 
in  making  out  his  annual  report,  to  give  a  very  glowing  account, 
at  the  start,  of  what  his  district  has  accomplished  during  the  year, 
the  marvelous  progress  made  by  the  pupils;  the  marked  efficiency 
of  the  teachers,  their  zeal  and  untiring  efforts  to  secure  results  far 
in  advance  of  anything  ever  obtained  before;  and,  above  all,  the  ex- 
cellence and  importance  of  the  superintendent's  own  personal  work. 
Such  a  report  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  educational  forces  of 
the  district  were  marching  in  line,  fully  abreast  with  the  times, 
and  keeping  in  step  with  the  marvelous  strides  of  the  age.  How  I 
wish  I  could  write  such  a  report!  I  am  afraid,  however,  if  I  keep 
what  I  have  to  say  down  to  the  plain  every  day  common  facts  of  life, 
it  will  be  that  the  school  work  of  our  district  in  the  past  year  has  not 
differed  very  materially  from  that  done  in  other  years.  To  be  sure 
our  pupils  have  applied  themselves  to  their  lessons,  prepared  and 
recited  them  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner,  as,  indeed,  they  always 
do.  Our  teachers,  now  I  think  of  it,  do  deserve  to  be  especially  com- 
mended for  the  honesty,  faithfulness  and  earnestness  of  their  work 
during  the  year.  Indeed,  I  think  there  can  be  no  exaggeration  in  my 
saying  this  year  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  in  my  experience  in 
the  strenuousness  of  the  work  done  by  our  corps  of  teachers,  for 
which  they  certainly  deserve  sincere  thanks. 

I'd  like  to  say  more  for  the  superintendent's  part  if  I  could. 
I  am  very  sure  of  one  thing  about  it  anyway.  He  has  kept  busy.  Per- 
haps he  might  have  done  better  work,  but  he  certainly  could  not  have 
done  more  work. 

The  schools  have  kept  up  their  usual  numbers,  though  the  per- 
centage of  attendance  has  sometimes  fallen  rather  low  on  account 
of   the  measles   and    whooping   cough. 


No.  5.  POTTSVIL.LE.  223 

The  very  long  period  of  quarantine,  particularly  when  applied  to 
large  families,  works  to  quite  a  disadvantage.  Sometimes  a  pupil 
coming  from  one  of  these  large  families,  is  kept  out  of  school  nearly 
half  a  term  owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  contagious  disease  in 
his  home.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  unnecessary  often  and  sure 
to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  our  school  work.  I  wish  the  law, 
or  possibly  the  interpretation  of  it,  could  be  modified  a  little,  so  as 
to  make  it,  not  less  safe,  but  less  burdensome. 

Pottsville  has  for  many  years  been  considered  rather  conserva- 
tive in  methods  of  school  instruction.  We  still  make  use  of  the 
spelling  book,  and  teach  the  pupils  the  names  of  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  quite  early  in  their  course.  This  is  done,  not  with  any  con 
viction  that  the  child  really  needs  the  names  in  order  to  learn  to 
read,  but  because  the  names  of  the  letters,  like  the  names  of  other 
things,  are  handy  to  have  when  you  are  talking  about  them  or  mak 
ing  use  of  them.  I  believe  our  work  in  reading,  particularly  in  the 
lower  grades,  is  very  good.  A  free  use  of  the  Supplementary  Readei 
is  found  very  helpful  in  this  matter.  I  wish  we  had  a  dozen  books 
to  select  from  in  each  grade.  Of  course  it  is  unncessary  to  com- 
mend the  value  of  supplementary  work  to  any  district  superintendent 
in  the  state,  for  if  he  is  at  all  progressive,  he  must  have  found  it  out 
for  himself  long  ago. 

We  still  hold  fast  to  the  old  fashioned  oral  recitation  in  all 
the  schools  from  the  primary  to  the  high.  It  is  a  pleasure  always 
to  see  a  pupil  stand  up,  apparently  without  embarrassment  or  hesita- 
tion, and  recite  what  he  has  learned.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  has 
heen  a  little  falling  away  in  this  matter  in  many  schools  and  that 
the  real  value  of  oral  recitation  is  not  always  appreciated  at  its  full 
worth.  Written  recitations  and  tests  are  all  right,  necessary,  and 
should  not  be  neglected;  but  the  old-fashioned  oral  recitations  also 
are  all  right,  necessary,  and  should  not  be  neglected. 

I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  our  work  in  penmanship.  In  some 
grades  it  seems  to  be  all  right,  but  the  average  graduate's  penmanship 
the  outcome  and  product  of  all  our  labor  in  that  subject  does  not 
reach  my  ideal  at  all.  Is  it  the  system  of  penmanship,  the  method 
of  instruction,  or  the  ability  of  the  teacher,  that  forms  the  basis 
of  success  in  this  work?  Will  some  superintendent  who  has  had 
remarkable  success  in  penmanship  please  step  forward  and  tell  me 
how  he  did  it. 

Geography,  too,  is  another  thing  which  gives  me  considerable 
anxiety.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  real,  permanent,  practical,  results 
reached  in  this  subject  are  not  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  time 
and  labor  devoted  to  it.  I  have  often  heard  institute  lecturers 
set  forth  in  glowing  terms  their  claims  and  methods  relating  to  the 
study  of  geography,  but,  somehow  or  other,  when  I  attempted  to  put 
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their  methods  into  practical  use  ill  the  school  room,  they  do  not 
work  out  well.  A\"ill  some  one  who  knows  exactly  how  to  do  this 
work  in  the  very  best  way  to  secure  the  very  best  results,  kindly 
come  to  my  assistance. 

Can  anyone  tell  me  what  firm  publishes  the  very  best  system  oi 
arithmetics?  Some  of  our  teachers  have  an  idea  thai  they  could  do 
better  work  in  the  subject,  if  (hey  had  good,  nice,  clean  new  books, 
fully  up  to  date  in  every  particular,  instead  of  the  old  ones  which 
they  have  used  so  many  years.  Of  course  if  there  are  better  lexis 
than  we  have,  simpler  for  the  pupil,  more  easily  understood,  free 
from  all  useless  and  unnecessary  matter,  we  want  them,  for  in 
schools,  as  in  every  other  kind  of  work,  the  very  best  tools  should  be 
used.  Yes,  I'd  like  to  sec  the  very  best  book  thai  was  ever  made  in 
arithmetic. 

One  feature  of  our  school  work,  thai  of  music  adopted  last  year 
for  all  Hie  schools,  has  become  verv  popular  and  helpful.  A  few 
minutes  devoted  every  day  to  Hie  subject  gives  the  pupil  quite  a  fund 
of  musical  knowledge  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  if  kept  up  faith- 
fully during  the  entire  course,  furnishes  a  life-long  source  of  pleasure 
greater,  probably,  though  of  course  no1  more  useful.  Than  that  ob- 
tainable from  any  other  subject  in  the  school  course.  The  real  value 
of  music  in  school,  however,  is  derived,  not  merely  from  the  musical 
knowledge  obtained,  hut  also  and  particularly  from  the  pleasure  the 
children  take  in  it,  and  the  tone  and  life  obtained  from  if  as  a  means 
of  driving  away  care  and  dullness  from  the  school   room. 

i  have  sometimes  thought  that  school  boards  were  a  little  slow 
to  respond  when  any  change  in  text  books  seem  to  be  needed,  or 
new  books  adopted.  Possibly,  this  may  be  true  of  our  own  board. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  am  assured  of  one  thing;  the  members  of  oui 
Board  are  perfect  hustlers  whenever  any  thing  is  needed  in  the  line 
of  new  buildings,  new  equipment,  or  improvements  in  the  old  ones. 
It  is  in  this  direction  that  the  most  important  progress  in  the  school 
work  of  the  year  has  teen  made.  New  heating  plants,  more  sanitary 
toilets,  new  furniture,  and,  above  all,  a  magnificent  new  twelve-room 
school  house  marks  the  work  of  the  year.  Were  it  proper,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words  in  commendation  of  the  membership  and  work 
of  our  Board.  This,  however,  of  course,  would  hardly  be  expected  or 
required  in  an  annual  report  to  the  State  Department.  I  will  say 
one  thing,  however.  Our  teachers  who  succeed  in  their  work  are  al 
ways  sure  of  re-election  no  matter  what  their  politics,  and  their 
salaries  are  always  sure  to  be  paid  on  the  day  they  are  due.  If 
anything  more  creditable  can  be  said  of  any  School  Hoard  in  the 
State,  I'd  like  fco  know  what  it  is,  for  I  think  that  that  also  could  be 
gaid  of  our  Board. 
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This  report  would  be  quite  incomplete  were  not  mention  made  of 
the  valuable  assistance  given  to  the  superintendent  by  his  efficient 
attendance  officer,  and  equally  efficient  librarian. 

By  means  of  an  excellent  telephone  system,  connecting  the  office 
with  every  building,  these  two  officers  (superintendent  and  attend- 
ance), are  able  to  ascertain  instantly,  and  always  quite  early  in 
the  morning',  the  needs  of  every  school  and  every  teacher, 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  State 
Department,  particularly  in  the  promptness  with,  which  the  blanks, 
reports  and  other  documents  have  been  supplied,  and  information 
given  relating-  to  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  school  laws  and 
other  perplexing  questions  touching  the  work  of  the  superintend 
ent.     For  all  such  assistance  sincere  thanks  are  returned. 

Not  a  very  glowing  report,  just  as  I  feared  when  I  commenced  it, 
yet,  on  the  whole,  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  have  fairly  kept  up 
with  the  usual  pace.  If  next  year  we  can  make  that  pace  a  little 
longer  or  a  little  stronger,  we  should  be  very  glad  to  do  so,  but, 
at  all  events,  you  may  rest  assured  that  there  will  be  a  pace. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


The  school  term  which  closed  May  (5th,  1909,  brought  to  our 
schools  many  changes.  Our  great  misfortune  was  the  death  of 
our  beloved  Superintendent  Hammers,  shortly  after  the  opening 
of  our  schools.  The  loss  of  our  best  friend  and  counselor  seemed 
for  a  time  to  presage  uncertainty,  but  the  whole  teaching  force  be- 
came imbued  with  the  idea  that  in  no  way  could  they  more  honor 
the  memory  of  their  departed  leader  than  by  carrying  out  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  work  he  had  begun.  Although  he  has  gone  from 
us  his  ideals  and  example  still  inspire  us,  and  nothing  so  testifies 
to  the  power,  beauty,  and  usefulness  of  his  life  and  character  as  the 
permanency  of  his  work  and  its  living  influence. 

Death  also  removed  from  us  one  whose  influence  has  passed  out  in 
many  directions  through  thousands  of  the  school  children  of  Punxsu 
tawney.  Seldom  is  the  privilege  given  to  anyone  to  serve  three 
generations  in  the  capacity  of  guide  and  instructor.  In  the  death 
of  Miss  Mary  Wilson  our  teachers  lost  an  associate  whose  example 
of  earnest  service,  extending  through  more  than  a  half-century, 
should  be  a  living  and  constant  incentive  to  the  service  of  others. 

15—5—1909 
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During  the  year  a  total  of  1,795  pupils  were  registered.  Of  these 
1,646  were  in  attendance  at  one  time.  The  average  attendance  was 
above  95  per  cent. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  Board  of  Education  for  their  united 
efforts  to  improve  conditions  in  all  directions. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP,  DELAWARE  COUNTY— George  H.  Wilson 


The  schools  of  this  township  have  increased  both  in  numbers  and 
efficiency  during  the  past  year.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  high 
school  rendered  it  necessary  to  erect  a  new  building  for  this  depart- 
ment of  our  school  system  and  there  is  now  in  process  of  erection 
a  new  high  school  building  which  will  cost  sixty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars when  equipped  and  ready  for  use.  This  building  will  be  sup- 
plied with  all  modern  conveniences  and  appliances  for  carrying  on 
high  school  work,  including  a  gymnasium,  laboratories,  manual 
1  raining  and  domestic  science  plants,  etc. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  building  will  be  completed  by  the  opening 
of  school  on  September  15th.  The  old  high  school  will  be  used  for 
the  upper  grammar  grades,  thereby  relieving  the  present  grammar 
school,  which  has  been  overcrowded  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  grammar  school  at  Rosemont  has  also  been  thoroughly  re- 
modeled during  the  summer  at  a  cost  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 
Two  new  rooms  have  been  added  and  a  new  and  modern  steam- 
heating  and  ventilating  plant  installed.  There  is  not  likely  to  be 
any  additional  room  required  in  this  township  for  several  years. 
The  school  at  Lewis  Mills,  the  only  ungraded  school  in  the  town- 
ship, was  closed  by  the  directors  this  year  and  the  pupils  trans- 
ferred to  the  Paxon  Mills  school,  a  change  which  has  enabled  us 
to  grade  the  latter  school  as  well  as  the  former. 

Two  new  teachers  have  been  added  to  the  high  school  teaching 
force  and  a  teacher  of  music  and  physical  training  has  been  ap- 
pointed who  will  supervise  this  work  throughout  the  schools. 


READING— Charles    S.    Foos. 


Each  year  Reading  more  and  more  meets  the  practical  needs  of 
the  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  This  has  been  especially  true  of  the 
school  year  just  closed.  In  addition  to  much  other  useful  legislation, 
the  Board  of  Education  decided  upon  the  following  for  next  year: 
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The  establishment  of  a  Graded  Industrial  school,  for  boys  fourteen 
years  of  age  and  up,  or  grammar  school  graduates  at  an  earlier  age. 

The  work  in  this  school  will  be  devoted  to  work  preparatory  to 
the  trades.  The  course  of  study  for  the  first  year  consists  of  wood- 
working, bench  and  vise  work  in  metal,  mechanical  drawing,  Eng- 
lish, mathematics,  and  civics.  The  drawing  will  be  intimately  re- 
lated to  the  work  done  at  the  bench  and  lathe,  and  consists  largely 
of  making  working  drawings. 

The  English  work  will  attempt  to  teach  the  boys  the  correct 
business  usages  of  English ;  to  write  common  business  letters  and 
papers  that  are  likely  to  arise  in  any  of  the  common  trades,  and 
to  have  boys  estimate  on  jobs  in  their  line;  also  enable  them  to  keep 
an  ordinary  mechanic's  set  of  books. 

In  mathematics,  the  study  of  practical  problems  in  arithmetic, 
algebra,  and  elementary  geometry  related  to  the  industries  studied. 
Much  practice  will  be  given  in  mensuration — -papering,  plastering, 
carpeting,  paving,  sodding,  building  fences,  sewers,  light  or  tele- 
graph lines,  trolley  or  steam  roads. 

The  work  in  civics  will  not  only  attempt  to  teach  fully  our  form  of 
government  and  why  government  is  necessary,  but  will  also  show 
the  inter-dependence  of  the  peoples,  tracing  something  of  the  his- 
tory of  trades  and  teaching  enough  of  commercial  geography  to 
show  something  of  the  source  of  raw  materials,  the  location  of  our 
chief  selling  markets.  In  addition  to  this,  the  essentials  of  com- 
mercial law  as  applied  to  special  trades  will  be  included. 

Elementary  manual  training  in  grades  one  to  six. 

Wood  working  for  boys  of  grades  seven  and  eight,  same  to  be 
conducted  in  connection  with  the  Graded  Industrial  school. 

A  technical  course  for  pupils  of  the  Boys'  High  school,  to  supple- 
ment manual  training  in  grades  seven  and  eight,  same  to  be  given  in 
connection  with  the  Graded  Industrial  school ;  the  work  to  be  de- 
voted to  iron. 

Sewing  for  girls  under  the  instruction  of  the  Normal  and  Train- 
ing School  for  Girls. 

The  establishment  of  four  kindergartens  in  different  sections  of 
the  city,  with  two  sessions  and  two  sets  of  pupils. 

Other  important  changes  during  the  year  were  the  separation  of 
the  Normal  and  Training  school  for  Girls  from  the  High  School  for 
Girls.  This  department  is  now  in  the  Administration  Building,  and 
under  the  instruction  of  a  normal  teacher,  the  grade  and  special 
supervisors,  and  the  superintendent.  The  first  commencement  of 
the  normal  department  since  it  has  been  re-organized  was  held  Fri- 
day, June  11,  1909.  Miss  Lillian  Johnson,  of  the  Keystone  State 
Normal  School,  Kutztown,  and  President  J,  Edward  Wanner  de- 
livered excellent  addresses. 

17 
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The  evening  grammar  schools  were  also  extended  to  the  several 
sections  of  the  city.  This  plan  has  met  with  unquestionable  success 
and  cordial  approval. 

Day  institutes  for  teachers  were  held  on  March  6  and  May  22,  and 
were  very  successful.  The  needs  of  the  teachers  were  carefully 
studied  and  the  sections  confined  to  specific  branches  in  the  course 
of  study. 

The  experimental  medical  inspection  has  been  helpful.  Of  2,192 
pupils  examined.  1.447  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  some  physical 
defects.  In  many  cases  material  help  was  given.  The  table  of 
medical  inspection  may  be  interesting  and  follows: 

Number  of  pupils  examined.    2192 

Number  of  separate  defects,   2217 

Number  of  pupils  with  defects,   1447 

Defective   vision,    518 

Defective  hearing,    286 

N<  »se  adnormality 14 

Catarrh,    G 

Number  of  deformities,  30 

Enlarged  tonsils.   797 

Adenoids 172 

Defective   palate,    6 

Laryngitis 1 

Skin  diseases,    10 

Anaemia,    78 

Enlarged  cervical  glands, 32 

Scrofula 1 

Chlorosia,    1 

Weakened  heart,    26 

Defective  speech,    67 

Convulsion 4 

Chorea  ( St.  Yitus's  Dance  i 8 

Twitching 18 

Nervous 10 

Pediculosis,    128 

Pulmonary  diseases,   1 

Malnutrition,    1 

Mentally  deficient,   2 

221T 

Beginning  in  September,  the  board  has  authorized  one  session  in 
the  high  schools  to  begin  at  8.40  in  the  morning  and  to  close  at  2.30 
in  the  afternoon.  The  opening  of  the  morning  sessions  in  the  grade 
schools  has  also  been  changed  from  8.30  to  8.45,  closing  at  11.15 
instead  of  11. 
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In  many  respects,  too,  our  course  of  study  has  been  enriched, 
and  made  more  practical.  One  of  the  important  additions  was  the 
adding  of  postal  information  to  the  course  of  study.  This  was  in 
response  to  the  request  of  the  Postoffice  Department,  at  Washington. 

Postal   Information. 

For  several  decades  there  has  been  a  decided  tendency  in  edu- 
cational affairs  to  bring  instruction  closer  to  the  daily  needs  of  the 
people.  This  has  taken  very  positive  shape  in  the  introduction  of 
industrial  education  in  the  public  schools.  The  practical  trend, 
however,  has  not  been  confined  to  the  motor  phase  of  education  alone, 
but  has  resulted  in  the  elimination  of  much  irrelevant  matter  in 
arithmetic,  English  grammar,  and  other  branches  of  study.  In  re- 
cent years,  the  study  of  civics,  too,  has  been  emphasized  and  au- 
thorized by  law.  This  has  led  to  instruction  in  public  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities. Perhaps  no  phase  of  civic  study  will  be  more  far- 
reaching  and  useful  in  its  effect,  if  conscientiously  followed,  than 
the  proposed  postal  instruction.  In  order  to  emphasize  its  need, 
the  Postoffice  Department,  at  Washington,  is  urging  that  post- 
masters and  public  school  teachers  co-operate,  in  order  to  have 
careful  instruction  in  the  schools  as  to  the  organization  and  opera- 
tion of  the  postal  service. 

Vocational  Education. 

Of  course,  the  most  important  work  done  was  the  determination 
to  have  vocational  education.  This  departure,  in  my  opinion,  means 
much  for  the  children  of  Reading. 

To  formulate  a  satisfactory  course  of  study  for  the  public  schools 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  important  and  the  most  perplexing  prob- 
lem now  harassing  school  men.  This  is  so,  because  no  phase  of 
public  school  work  so  directly  influences  the  life  of  a  community. 
What  a  boy  or  girl  takes  with  him  from  the  public  school  determines, 
in  a  large  measure,  his  social  status  with  his  fellows.  When  we 
look  about  us,  and  note  the  civic  and  industrial  agitation  and  the 
moral  recklessness  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  the  public  schools 
are  not  fitting  boys  and  girls  for  a  satisfying  nor  rational  living. 
This  individual  lack  of  adaptation  to  economic  and  other  conditions 
at  once  raises  the  question  whether  it  is  the  legitimate  mission  of 
the  public  schools  to  impart  skill  to  the  hand  as  well  as  culture  to 
the  mind.  When  all  men  once  agree  that  the  aim  of  public  education 
is  practical  as  well  as  theoretical,  the  adoption  of  a  curriculum  will 
be  a  comparatively  easy  task.  Judged  from  casual  observation  the 
fierce  controversy  between  the  followers  of  mere  "culture"  educa- 
tion and  the  advocates  of  "culture  and  vocational"  education  still 
continues,  but  the  defeat  of  the  former  is,  I  think,  only  a  question 
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of  time.  In  fact,  the  history  of  the  curriculum  of  the  public  schools 
not  only  presages  but  assures  victory  for  the  forces  striving  for  the 
education  of  the  hand  as  well  as  the  mind.  As  has  often  been  main- 
tained, the  founders  of  public  education  made  provision  only  for 
the  training  of  the  mind,  and  vocational  education — training  in- 
tended for  an  occupation — is  a  departure  from  the  original  purpose 
of  common  school  education,  yet  notwithstanding  this  the  trend  has 
always  been  toward  the  vocational.  The  advocates  of  culture  educa- 
tion assert,  too,  that  differentiation — specialization — in  the  form  of 
vocational  education  is  socialistic  and  destroys  individual  responsi- 
bility, and  the  query  now  is  whether  this  vocational  departure  in 
the  school  program  is  justifiable  and,  if  it  is,  whether  industrial  or 
trade  education  should  not  have  a  parallel  place  in  the  curriculum 
with  other  vocational  education. 

Past  experience,  as  already  intimated,  surely  justifies  vocational 
training.  The  public  schools  fit  boys  and  girls  for  college,  for  busi- 
ness, for  teaching,  for  draughting,  for  engineering,  for  science,  and 
what  not.  In  truth,  one  class  of  pupils  has  for  a  long  time  had  the 
advantage  of  vocational  education,  but  by  far  the  larger  class  has 
been  ignored.  In  brief,  the  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools  as 
now  arranged,  has  five  vocational  tendencies:  Pedagogical,  scien- 
tific, technical,  college,  and  business.  There  is,  however,  little  or  no 
provision  for  that  restless,  aimless  class  of  pupils,  who  chafe  and 
fume  over  the  intellectual  menu  set  before  them,  and  who  do  little 
intellectually  but  long  for  the  day  when  their  fourteenth  birthday 
shall  arrive  and  they  will  be  liberated  from  their  cultural  prison  for 
a  sphere  where  they  may  do  something — crude  though  that  something 
may  be.  Not  only  do  the  mentally  rebellious  leave  at  fourteen,  but 
still  another  large  class  with  trade  inclination  emerge  with  them. 
At  fourteen,  these  boys  are  too  immature  to  become  apprentices  in  a 
shop;  hence  they  must  serve  as  errand  boys  or  helpers  at  meagre  wages 
and  miss,  perhaps,  the  opportunity  to  become  skilled  mechanics  or, 
at  least,  lose  several  years  of  academic  and  trade  training  that 
prepares  for  higher  skill  in  the  trades  and  for  a  higher  social 
standard.  Surely,  if  the  public  schools  do  vocational  work,  they 
should  meet  the  vocational  need  of  this  class.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  function  of  the  public  schools  of  the  future  will  be  not  only  to 
'•part  information"  and  "to  build  character"  but  to  impart  power 
to  work  not  only  with  the  mind  but  with  the  hand;  and  that 
vocational  work  will  not  be  for  the  few,  but  for  the  many.  Much 
as  we  deplore  it,  "old  landmarks"  are  disappearing,  and  the  new 
land-marks  are  pointing  for  domestic  and  industrial  competency  as 
well  as  for  a  higher  type  of  moral  responsibility  and  civic  content 
so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  republic.  In  a  democracy  rela- 
tive equality  of  opportunity  for  all  must  prevail  in  an  educational 
system  as  well  as  in  a  civic  code. 
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The  advent  of  this  new  department  of  education  has  caused  a 
flurry  in  the  educational  world.  We  may  resist,  yet  the  tide  of  in- 
dustrial education  will  sooner  or  later  overwhelm  us.  Trained  my- 
self in  the  strictest  precepts  of  classicism,  I  forsee  the  outcome 
and  as  superintendent  I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  signs  that 
are  unmistakable.  We  may  elude  the  problem  for  awhile ;  we  may  ig- 
nore it  for  a  time,  aye,  we  may  even  haughtily  thrust  it  aside,  yet  ever 
and  anon  it  will  press  itself  upon  us.  The  history  and  the  success  of 
manual  training  for  culture  only  is  proof  positive  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  next  step — trade-work — will  occupy  a  co- 
ordinate place  with  the  academic  branches  and  cultural  vocational 
work  in  the  curriculum  of  the  public  schools.  Prior  to  the  Centennial 
Exposition,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1870,  when  Russia  made  an  exhibit 
of  the  Moscow  system  of  manual  training,  with  the  exception  of 
industrial  work  in  sewing  in  Boston  and  typesetting  in  Jamestown, 
tool  instruction,  as  an  element  in  education,  was  practically  un- 
known and  yet  in  three  decades  manual  training  has  reached  so  prom- 
inent a  place  in  the  schools  that  many  unwarrantedly  fear  it  may 
displace   academic   work   altogether. 

Vocational  education  in  trade  work,  or  industrial  education  as 
it  is  generally  named,  has  in  five  years  made  an  entering  wedge  into 
the  public  school  curriculum.  It  is  perhaps  appropriate  to  note  that 
higher  technical  institutes  have  had  an  active  life  of  nearly  a  half 
century;  that  the  endowed  Auchmuty  Trade  School,  in  New  York, 
has  been  in  operation  twenty-seven  years;  and  that  the  endowed 
Williamson  Trade  school,  near  Media,  Pa.,  has  had  a  successful 
career  of  nearly  twenty  years.  In  addition  to  this,  there  have  been 
and  are  now,  by  private  enterprise  and  under  the  direction  of  trade 
and  employers'  associations,  hundred  of  other  trade  classes  and 
schools  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  In  France,  Germany,  Great 
Britain  and  other  European  countries,  trade  education  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  school  system. 

The  gradual  elimination  of  the  apprentice  system  has  made  the 
trade  school  a  necessity.  Its  purpose  then  is  not  ambiguous.  It  is 
intended  to  fit  boys  not  only  to  be  intelligent  citizens,  but  to  be  self- 
supporting  citizens.  In  a  word,  its  chief  purpose  is  to  prepare  them 
to  earn  a  livelihood.  To  be  sure,  this  education  will  not  turn  out  fin- 
ished journeymen,  but  it  will  impart  the  elements  essential  to  the 
development  of  first-class  mechanics,  just  as  the  business  courses  and 
business  colleges  develop,  not  business  men  but  lay  the  foundation 
that  leads  to  success  in  business.  Then,  too,  the  trade  school  will 
dignify  labor.  It  will  help  to  dissipate  the  squeamish  notion  that 
it  isn't  honorable  to  work  with  the  hands. 

The  natural  query  is,  will  this  work  interfere  with  legitimate  aca- 
demic work.     In  my  opinion,  it  will  not.     In  determining  the  rela- 


232  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

tive  importance  of  the  so-called  culture  studies  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  teach  much  that  is  little  less  than  hodge-podge.  To  me  it  seems 
decidedly  more  fitting  in  the  elementary  grades  to  teach  a  girl  to  sew 
and  to  cook  and  a  boy  to  use  the  hammer  and  the  saw  than  to  drill 
him  in  the  technique  of  physiology  information  understood  only  by 
the  physician;  obsolete  facts  in  history  and  irrelevant  and  isolated 
geographic  descriptions,  knowledge  for  the  specialist ;  or  vague  prob- 
lems in  arithmetic,  mental  food  for  the  logician.  We  are  no  longer 
living  in  the  classical  age;  hence,  the  school  curriculum  should  be 
adapted  not  to  ancient  Rome,  Egypt  and  Babylon  but  to  modern 
America  and  Europe.  Much  of  the  present-day  activity  is  indus- 
trial, hence  much  of  the  teaching  should  be  industrial. 

In  considering  the  relative  value  of  the  vocational  work  adaptable 
to  public  schools,  none  appeals  to  me  more  forcibly  than  does  an 
elementary  industrial  school.  In  such  a  school,  I  believe  we  would 
gather  many  of  the  1,000  or  more  boys  in  Reading,  between  four- 
teen and  sixteen,  who  leave  school  and  who  shift  from  job  to  job, 
very  few  fitting  themselves  for  skilled  workmanship.  Too  young  to 
learn  a  trade,  many  of  these  boys,  I  believe,  would  eagerly  enter  a 
school  preparatory  to  the  grade  school  or  to  advanced  apprenticeship 
in  the  shop.  The  experience  of  trade  teachers  is,  that  few  boys, 
under  sixteen,  are  physically  or  mentally  qualified  for  the  work  re- 
quired of  a  fullfiedged  apprentice;  hence,  the  desirability  of  a  school 
whose  curriculum  is  half  academic  and  half  vocational.  Here,  too, 
the  immature  mentally  and  the  over-age  children  may  find  themselves. 
After  a  carefully  planned  course  that  exemplifies  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  trade  work  in  wood  and  iron,  accompanied  by  industrial 
drawing;  recitations  in  geography,  history,  physics,  arithmetic,  etc., 
that  relate  to  the  trades,  and  academic  work  in  English  and  civics, 
boys  could  more  intelligently  decide  upon  a  particular  trade,  and 
in  a  comparatively  short  time  in  a  trade  school  equip  themselves  as 
mechanics,  ready  at  least  to  enter  the  shop.  Of  course,  it  should  be 
clearly  understood  that  such  an  elementary  school  is  not  a  trade 
school  but  really  a  preparatory  school,  and  that  the  graduates  of 
these  elementary  schools  are  in  no  sense  regarded  as  mechanics  and 
that  they  are  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  shop  to  compete  with  skilled 
labor,  union  or  other.  In  fact,  there  should  be  an  understanding 
among  the  school  people,  employers,  and  representatives  of  labor 
as  to  the  status  of  such  pupils.  Such  a  school  would,  in  my  judgment 
be  acceptable  in  that  it  would  not  attempt  by  a  "royal  route"  to 
flood  the  market  with  unskilled  workmen,  and  I  believe  that  it  would 
more  fully  meet  the  commendation  of  labor  unions.  According 
to  the  ability  of  the  boy,  it  would  mean  from  one  to  three  years  in 
an  elementary  industrial  school  before  he  would  receive  a  certificate 
of  admission  to  the  trade  school  proper  or  a  recommendation  as  an 
advanced  apprentice. 
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Under  this  plan,  the  trade  school  proper  would  be  the  industrial 
finishing  school  or  high  school  of  the  elementary  industrial  school. 
Here  graduates  of  the  latter  school  and  others  sufficiently  mentally 
and  physically  developed  to  handle  journeyman  appliances,  may  be 
fitted  for  the  trades.  The  trade  school  should  continue  drawing  and 
academic  training  relative  to  the  trades,  together  with  English,  civics, 
and  possibly  one  other  cultural  study.  Of  course,  the  basis  of  the 
course  should  be  mechanical.  Drawing  should  exemplify  the  work 
and  should  be  an  indispensable  part  of  the  course,  be  the  object  to 
train  a  carpenter,  machinist,  plumber,  patternmaker,  tinsmith.  Such 
a  school  should  be  planned  not  to  develop  foremen  but  mechanics. 
Under  no  circumstances  should  there  be  short  courses,  Aptitude 
alone  should  determine  advancement. 


ROCHESTER— Orrin  C.  Lester. 


We  consider  the  year  which  has  just  ended  one  of  our  most  suc- 
cessful years  in  the  history  of  the  Rochester  schools. 

Some  changes  were  made  in  the  course  of  study  in  the  way  of 
eliminating  some  of  what  seem  to  us  the  less  important  parts  of  the 
subject  matter.  While  we  are  not  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the 
position  held  by  some  that  "overcrowded  courses  of  study"  are  the 
greatest  hindrance  to  American  education,  yet  we  think  that  parts 
of  many  of  the  subjects  are  not  necessary  to  modern  culture  and  not 
conducive  to  the  development  of  well  balanced  minds.  Our  obser- 
vation has  been  that  lack  of  intelligent  study  upon  the  part  of  pupils 
is  one  thing  which  is  curbing  the  progress  of  the  school. 

The  chief  general  topics  of  discussion  in  our  teachers'  meetings 
were  the  problems  of  how  to  secure  more  intelligent  study  upon  the 
part  of  pupils,  and  how  pupils  might  receive  preparation  from  the 
teacher  that  would  give  them  (the  pupils)  power  to  analyze  their 
lessons  with  some  intelligence,  be  able  to  select  the  points  of  the 
lesson  which  need  special  attention,  and  come  to  the  recitation  with 
definite  knowledge  of  the  subject.  This  study  has  aroused  an  awak- 
ening among  both  teachers  and  pupils  as  to  the  necessity  of  more 
intensified  study  upon  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  more  careful  in- 
struction upon  the  part  of  teachers  in  preparation  of  pupils  for  the 
study. 

We  introduced  a  new  system  of  penmanship  into  the  schools  during 
the  year.  A  system  based  upon  movement  and  upon  the  development 
of  power  to  use  with  facility  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  writ- 
ing habit.     Maurice  E.  Bennett,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  is  the  author 
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of  the  system  and  himself  served  us  last  year  in  the  capacity  of  a 
penmanship  director.  The  writing  has  improved  under  Mr.  Ben- 
nett's direction  and  we  have  large  hope  for  better  writing  in  the 
school  generally. 

Special  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  high  school  faculty  along  the 
line  of  literary  work  has  increased  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  the 
high  school.  Some  of  the  special  literary  and  musical  programs 
were  very  instructive  and  interesting  to  the  public. 

While  our  school  term  was  not  marked  by  many  special  changes 
or  improvements,  yet  we  think  that  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  teach- 
ers and  the  generosity  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  supplying  us  with 
needed  equipment  have  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  school  work  and 
have  established  a  broader  appreciation  upon  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Lack  of  effort  upon  the  part  of  pupils  is  a  serious  hindrance  we 
fhink  to  the  progress  of  pupils  in  the  public  school.  By  recommenda- 
tion of  the  superintendent,  the  Board  of  Education  passed  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  pupils  to  be  eligible  to  a  promotion  at  the  end 
of  the  school  year,  must  have  an  average  in  effort  of  80  per  cent, 
or  better  for  eight  out  of  the  nine  months  of  the  school  year,  the 
first  month  being  excluded  from  this  average.  This  has  improved 
the  character  of  the  work  very  materially. 


SCRANTON— George    Howell. 


Scranton  and  Dunmore  held  a  joint  institute  in  Scranton  August 
31  to  September  4.  We  were  fortunate  in  securing  the -services  of 
Dr.  J.  J.  Walsh,  Dr.  Daniel  Protheroe,  Miss  Patty  S.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Bryant  Borst,  Miss  Hattie  E.  Hunt,  Dr.  E.  E.  Brown,  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  Professor  Clarence  Coughlin  and  Professor  W. 
C.  Lawton. 

The  work  done  in  the  night  schools  last  year  was  very  successful. 
The  fee  system  of  $1.00  has  made  the  attendance  much  more  regular 
than  in  the  past.  Our  percentage  of  attendance  in  the  night  schools 
last  year  was  78.  All  pupils  entering  night  school  are  compelled 
to  deposit  a  fee  of  $1.00,  and  if  they  attend  75  per  cent,  of  the  time 
the  fee  is  returned  to  them.  Many  boys  attend  night  school  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  "good  time."  It  is  our  purpose  to  give  the  boy 
who  wants  to  study  the  opportunity  without  let  or  hindrance. 

We  are  asking  for  more  oral  instruction  in  all  the  grades.  Books 
are  useful  and  necessary,  but  we  must  ever  keep  in  mind  that  they 
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are  used  most  by  the  people  who  think  the  least.  Oral  work  calls 
for  a  thorough  preparation  on  the  teacher's  part,  and  it  generally 
means  hot,  not  cold,  victuals  for  the  children.  Give  us  more  of  the 
teacher,   less  of  the  text  book. 

On  the  theory  that  language  in  the  lower  grades  is  caught,  not 
taught,  we  are  doing  thorough  drill  work  on  the  correct  forms  of 
expression.    We  place  on  the  board  an  exercise  as  follows: 

It  is  I.     It  is  she.     It  is  he.     It  is  we. 

We  say  and  sing  these  expressions  until  a  permanent  impression 
is  made  on  the  mind. 

For  the  last  six  years,  the  vertical  system  of  penmanship  has  been 
tried  in  the  city  of  Scranton,  and  the  results  are  not  satisfactory — 
particularly  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades.  After  the 
first  of  the  year  the  Spencerian  system  will  be  taught  in  all  the 
grades  of  the  Scranton  schools. 

Enrollment  of  Training  Class, 30 

Enrollment  of  Central  High  School, 736 

Enrollment  of  Technical  High  School, 718 

Enrollment  of  Grades,   17,653 

Enrollment  of  Kindergarten,    979 

Total  enrollment  for  term,   20,116 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph    Howerth. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  my  8th  annual  re- 
port. The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  an  especially  success- 
ful one.  The  teachers  have  shown  marked  increased  efficiency,  pro- 
ducing corresponding  results  with  their  pupils.  Special  emphasis 
has  been  placed  on  aiding  the  weak  or  indifferent  pupils  by  individual 
instruction. 

We  have  not  yet  introduced  manual  training,  but  hope  to  in  the 
very  near  future.  We  feel  the  need  of  this  important  phase  of  edu- 
cation and  realize  that  the  time  has  come  when  something  must 
be  done  to  develop  the  motor  activities  of  the  pupil.  We  have  not 
yet  reached  the  conclusion  that  we  should  teach  trades,  but  we  do 
believe  that  the  pupils  should  have  the  fundamental  principles 
of  manual  training. 

A  weakness  in  our  school  system  is  the  lack  of  adequate  play 
grounds.    In  making  provision  for  the  beautifying  of  the  town  and 
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cultivating  the  aesthetic  taste,  we  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  children  ueed  physical  development.  In  no  other  way  can  this 
be  brought  about  better  than  by  having  roomy  playgrounds  not 
only  during  the  school  year,  but  during  vacation. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  wise  to  have  such  a 
law  passed  as  to  empower  school  boards  to  purchase  farms  near  the 
city  and  fit  them  up  for  playgrounds  and  school  gardens  for  the 
physical  and  moral  education  of  the  children.  In  these 
days  of  rapid  transit  pupils  could  be  transported  to  and 
from  these  playgrounds  and  school  gardens  at  a  very  small  cost 
to  the  school  district.  In  that  way  the  children,  who  are  allowed 
to  roam  the  streets  and  play  in  back  alleys  during  vacation  and 
frequently  incur  habits  and  vices  that  destroy  practically  the  whole 
life,  would  be  properly  cared  for.  These  playgrounds  and  school 
gardens  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  prop- 
erly supervised  would  produce  stronger,  healthier  and  more  moral 
men  and  women. 

As  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  most  parents  to  turn  the 
training  of  their  children  over  to  public  instruction  and  public  offi- 
cials, it  behooves  the  public  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  produce 
honest,  upright  and  moral   citizens. 

There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  our  country  when  the  de- 
mand for  upright,  perpendicular  men  was  greater  than  it  is  to-day. 
Whatever  our  government  or  its  institutions  will  be  in  the  future 
depends  upon  the  teachings  of  the  public  schools  of  to-day. 


SHARON— S.   H.   Hadley. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been,  with  us,  a  very  successful  one. 
Very  efficient  work  has  been  done  by  our  teachers.  The  enrollment 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  This  was  very 
gratifying,  and  the  more  so,  because  the  enrollment  in  the  high  school 
was  larger  than  ever  before. 

During  the  year  contracts  were  let  by  the  Board  of  Education 
for  the  construction  of  three  eight-room  school  buildings.  These 
buildings  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  early  this  fall. 
These  buildings  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  us  as  it  will  decrease  the 
number  of  pupils  to  the  room  in  many  of  the  buildings. 

Our  second  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  De- 
cember 28,  1908- January  1,  1909.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania ;  Dr. 
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Lincoln  Hulley,  President  of  John  B.  Stetson  University,  De  Land, 
Florida;  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  President  of  Winona  Normal  School, 
Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  and  Dr.  Charles  A.  Shaver,  Department  of 
Education,  New  York  State.  The  instruction  given  by  these  instruc- 
tors was  of  the  highest  character.  Our  teachers  were  all  registered 
and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  was  the  most  interesting  and 
instructive  week  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 

Our  school  term  ended  May  27,  at  which  time  twenty-nine  pupils 
were  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

In  closing  this,  my  seventh  annual  report  of  the  schools  of 
Sharon  borough,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  earnest  and  ef- 
ficient work  of  our  entire  body  of  teachers,  and  to  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  school  district. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


Our  schools  closed  May  28th,  1909.  There  were  no  important 
changes  in  our  curriculum  and  few  changes  in  our  corps  of  teachers 
from  the  previous  year.  The  teachers  were  active,  conscientious  and 
progressive  in  their  work  and  regular  in  their  attendance  at  our 
teachers'  meetings.  The  pupils  generally  applied  themselves  to  their 
work  industriously  and  carefully,  and  with  a  will  to  get  results. 
Most  of  the  schools  obtained  quite  satisfactory  results.  The  per- 
centage of  attendance  of  our  pupils  surpassed  that  of  any  year  during 
my  superintendence".  This  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  pupils  and  teach- 
ers as  well  as  to  the  vigilance  of  our  attendance  officer,  who  was 
energetic  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

The  Board  discharged  its  duties  faithfully.  It  remodeled  one  of 
the  buildings  and  added  one  new  room  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,000, 
spent  fully  that  much  more  in  beautifying  the  other  rooms,  pur- 
chased apparatus  for  the  high  school  amounting  to  more  than  $900, 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  schools.  The 
library  trustees  renovated  the  library,  spent  about  $500  for  new 
library  books  and  received  a  donation  of  books  worth  about  $200 
from  C.  B.  Mears.  The  schools  and  the  library  had  the  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  general  public. 
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SOUTH   BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.   Wilt. 


The  school  terra  of  190S-1909  was  a  prosperous  one  in  many  ways. 
The  health  of  teachers  and  pupils  was  generally  good.  No  calamitous 
diseases  were  prevalent,  yet  the  attendance  was  somewhat  reduced 
by  measles,  whooping  cough  and  chicken-pox,  but  not  to  any  alarm- 
ing extent. 

The  revision  of  the  course  of  instruction,  and  the  change  in  pro- 
grams brought  about  improved  results.  The  changes  in  the  grades 
made  recently  will  eventually  add  a  year  to  the  pupils'  school  life 
and  will  result  in  bringing  more  mature  minds  into  the  high  school. 

None  but  good  material  is  used  in  the  schools.  The  directors  ex- 
ercise all  possible  economy  in  purchasing  books  and  supplies,  yet 
they  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  buying  cheap  material  is  not  always 
a  saving. 

Improvements  by  way  of  painting  the  interior  and  exterior  of 
buildings,  by  constructing  better  playgrounds  for  pupils,  and  by  build- 
ing needed  closets  for  books  and  supplies,  are  still  going  on. 

The  designated  holidays  were  appropriately  observed,  in  all  cases 
efforts  were  made  to  make  prominent  the  educational  side  of  holidays, 
particularly  that  of  the  national  holidays. 

A  large  number  of  our  young  people  are  interested  in  gardening 
or  "agriculture  on  a  small  scale."  More  than  three  thousand  pack- 
ages of  vegetable  and  flower  seed  were  given  to  pupils  in  the  Spring 
of  the  year  and  planted  by  them.  As  a  result  one  may  see  many 
attractive  flower  beds  and  valuable  garden  patches  in  the  borough. 
By  inspiring  pupils  with  a  love  for  agriculture  and  engaging  them 
in  preparing  the  soil,  planting  seed  and  taking  care  of  plants,  they 
acquire  industrial  habits  and  will  spend  many  hours  during  summer 
vacation  at  this  useful  employment. 

Very  acceptable  work  has  been  done  in  our  schools. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered  twenty-four. 
The  graduating  evercises  as  well  as  all  other  exercises  incident  to 
the  closing  of  the  term  were  of  a  high  and  pleasing  order  and  were 
highly  spoken  of  by  all  present. 
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SOUTH  SHARON— J.  M.  Hostetter. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  we  have  had  a  year  equal 
to  our  expectation,  notwithstanding  several  drawbacks.  At  the 
opening  of  the  school  term  we  began  to  regrade  the  entire  school 
system. 

The  high  school  course  was  made  four  years,  following  the  course 
as  recommended  by  the  Department  as  nearly  as  we  could.  The 
faculty,  with  Professor  W.  E.  Shellenberger  as  principal,  numbered 
four  and  part  of  the  time  five.  The  opening  of  the  term  was  marked 
by  the  introduction  of  the  departmental  plan  of  work.  Professor  Shell- 
enberger taught  the  sciences;  Miss  Margaret  Lester,  Latin  and  Ger- 
man ;  Miss  Helen  F.  Keed,  English ;  Miss  Vida  Peah  Watson,  mathe 
matics,  and  Miss  Grace  Shafer,  history  and  assisted  with  mathe- 
matics. 

The  above  teachers  have  taken  courses  in  whole  or  in  part  in 
the  following  institutions:  Wellesly,  Geneva,  Grove  City,  University 
of  Chicago,  Park  College,  Mo. 

Throughout  the  whole  high  school  course  the  pupils  showed  a  de- 
cided weakness  in  the  common  branches. 

In  the  grades  the  work  was  carefully  outlined  monthly  in  grade 
meetings. 

Regular  instruction  in  drawing  was  given  by  a  drawing  teacher. 

Miss  Ethel  Morehouse  supervised  the  work  in  music  in  all  the 
schools  and  met  with  marked  success. 

Four  beginners  from  our  own  town  were  started  teaching  this 
year  and  the  way  was  opened  for  more  this  year. 

On  December  18th  we  moved  into  the  new  high  school  building  in 
which  11  of  the  14  rooms  were  occupied  at  once.  This  is  a  fine 
building,  costing  about  $100,000,  containing  besides  the  14  school 
rooms  a  gymnasium,  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  700, 
principal's  office,  superintendent's  office,  directors'  room  and  teach- 
ers'  rest   room. 

There  were  about  one  hundred  children  who  did  not  attend  the 
required  70  per  cent,  due  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  truant  officer. 

As  this  is  my  final  report  I  leave  the  schools  with  the  best 
wishes  for  their  prosperity,  trusting  that  my  successor  will  con- 
tinue in  the  line  of  progress. 
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STEELTOX— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  industrial  depression,  the  en- 
rollment in  our  schools  was  a  little  less  than  for  the  preceding  year. 
In  1908  it  was  1,885 ;  in  1909  it  fell  to  1,855. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  better  than  for  any  corre- 
sponding period  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  The  absence  of 
contagious  diseases  and  the  prevalence  of  favorable  weather  condi- 
tions, made  it  possible  for  us  to  make  a  record  of  96  per  cent. 

The  total  number  of  visits  to  the  schools  was  4,233.  This  is  nearly 
a  thousand  more  than  for  the  preceding  year.  The  increase  was 
due  largely  to  the  fact  that  a  special  Patrons'  Day  was  held  in  the 
month  of  May.  On  that  occasion  hundreds  of  patrons  visited  the 
schools,  greatly  increasing  the  total  number  of  visits  for  the  term. 

Among  the  material  improvements  made  during  the  year  was 
the  transferring  of  the  wash  stands  and  water  spigots  from  the  base 
ments  of  several  of  the  buildings  to  the  class  room  floors.  This 
was  done  for  the  sake  of  greater  convenience  and  to  secure  improved 
sanitary   conditions. 

In  order  to  provide  suitable  space  for  the  exhibition  of  pupils' 
work  from  time  to  time,  burlap  of  a  light  green  tint  was  tastefully 
placed  upon  tbe  walls  of  the  various  class  rooms.  This  material 
was  so  arranged  as  to  occupy  all  the  vertical  areas  not  utilized  for 
blackboard  purposes  and  a  strip  a  half  yard  in  width,  directly  above 
the  black  boards. 

To  insure  safety  in  the  event  of  an  alarm  of  fire,  substantial  metal 
fire  escapes  were  erected  at  the  Hygienic  and  Fothergill  schools. 
None  of  the  other  buildings  required  any  such  provision  for  the 
reason  that  their  exits  were  sufficient  in  number  and  character  to 
meet  all  emergencies.  In  a  few  instances,  doors  were  cut  through 
walls  in  order  to  increase  the  number  of  exits.  Wherever  it  was 
necessary  standard,  approved  door  stops  and  locks  were  purchased 
in  order  to  permit  all  outside  doors  to  stand  unlocked  while  the 
schools  are  in  session. 

On  the  whole  the  work  of  the  year  compares  favorably  with  that 
of  previous  years.  With  but  very  few  exceptions  the  regular  teachers 
were  faithful  and  enthusiastic  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency;  and  the  success  that  attended  the  efforts  of 
the  special  teachers  proves  beyond  question  the  wisdom  of  making 
such  a  provision  in  a  system  of  schools.  Furthermore  there  is  con- 
siderable satisfaction  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  departments 
under  the  direction  of  special  supervisors  were  never  in  better  con- 
dition than  they  are  to-day. 
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The  high  school  continues  to  maintain  its  important  position  as 
an  energizing  force  at  the  head  of  the  entire  system.  At  the  close 
of  the  term  the  largest  class  in  its  history  went  out  as  graduates. 
Of  the  number  thirty  were  males  and  eighteen  females. 


SUNBURY— I.   C.   M.  Ellenberger. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  successful  in  many  respects. 
To  keep  in  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city  and  with  modern  educa- 
tional thought  and  development,  some  few  changes  in  the  course  of 
study  and  grading  were  found  necessary  and  after  careful  investiga 
tion  and  consideration  were  made. 

Our  schools  opened  with  an  increased  attendance  both  in  the 
elementary  grades  and  in  the  high  school.  Two  additional  teachers 
were  employed  in  the  high  school,  one  in  the  department  of  mathe 
matics  and  English,  the  other  as  instructor  in  the  newly  organized 
commercial  department. 

The  high  school  course  was  reorganized,  providing  four  courses 
of  study  of  four  years  each  as  follows:  The  classical  course,  the 
scientific  course,  the  English  course  and  the  commercial  course. 
The  classical  course  covers  full  instruction  in  Latin,  German,  Eng- 
lish, mathematics,  Greek  and  history;  the  scientific  course  is  designed 
for  those  who  wish  to  pursue  both  scientific  and  literary  studies, 
and  differs  from  the  classical  course  in  omitting  Greek  and  requiring 
the  physical  sciences;  the  English  course  contains  no  Greek,  Latin 
or  German.  In  the  place  of  these  three  studies,  fuller  instruction  is 
given  in  the  sciences  and  in  the  elementary  branches.  More  electives 
are  provided  in  this  course  than  in  any  of  the  others.  The  com- 
mercial course  was  inaugurated  at  the  high  school  in  September, 
1908.  It  has  a  four  years'  course  of  study,  embracing  the  subjects 
generally  treated  in  a  high  school.  Sufficient  electives  are  provided 
for  in  each  course  to  enable  the  pupil  to  prepare  himself  well  along 
the  line  of  his  major  studies  which  are  the  required  branches. 

By  the  elimination  of  non-essentials  in  the  elementary  course  and 
emphasizing  the  essentials,  time  and  energy  has  been  saved  to  be 
devoted  to  the  practical  and  valuable  phases  of  the  branches. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  thoroughness  in  arithmetic  and 
English.  Pupils  who  are  strong  in  these  two  branches  seldom  fail  of 
rapid  promotion.  The  art  of  good  reading  is  another  subject  to 
which  we  devoted  considerable  attention  during  the  past  year.  We 
have  arranged  to  do  much  supplementary  reading  next  year  by  pro- 
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viding  for  a  variety  of  supplementary  books  in  reading.  This  will 
so  enrich  our  course  as  to  enable  our  pupils  not  only  to  read  fluently 
but  will  give  them  a  valuable  fund  of  information. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  our  teachers  were  students  along  pro 
fessional  lines  of  research  and  study.  A  class  was  formed  and  pur- 
sued a  systematic  course  of  study  throughout  the  term,  in  addition 
to  the  course  required  in  professional  reading.  In  the  main,  they 
were  successful  in  doing  what  was  expected  and  required  of  them  in 
support  of  all  departments  of  school  work. 

The  compulsory  attendance  laws  and  the  vaccination  laws  were 
complied  with  as  far  as  possible. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  233  pupils,  and  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  2,121,  a  total  of  2,354,  The  percentage  of  attend- 
ance was  93. 

Our  rapidly  increasing  population  is  crowding  our  school  accom 
modations.  Many  of  our  schools,  especially  in  the  elementary  grades, 
are  too  large.  To  provide  for  the  increased  attendance,  we  have  pur- 
chased an  addition  to  a  plot  already  owned  in  the  first  ward  and 
are  erecting  thereon  an  eight-room  building,  costing  about  $30,000. 
We  expect  it  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  November  next.  This  build 
ing  will  be  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments.  The  halls  and  rooms 
are  spacious.  The  rooms  are  26x32  feet  and  lighted  by  eight  large 
windows.  It  is  hoped  to  build  a  similar  building  next  year,  either 
in  the  Fourth  or  the  Fifth  ward. 

The  schools  closed  on  June  10.  On  Tuesday  evening,  June  8,  the 
grammar  school  exercises  were  held  before  a  large  audience  of  par 
ents  and  friends  of  the  class.  Certificates  of  promotion  were  issued 
to  eighty-eight  members  of  the  class,  entitling  them  to  admission  to 
the  high  school  next  term,  to  which  practically  all  of  them  already 
have  arranged  to  enter.  The  annual  commencement  exercises  were 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  June  10,  in  the  opera  house.  Ten  young 
gentlemen  and  fifteen  young  ladies  were  graduated  and  awarded 
diplomas.  The  address  was  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Flavel  S.  Luther, 
President  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Regular  teachers'  meetings  were  held  monthly  throughout  the 
term,  when  measures  affecting  the  policy  and  government  of  the 
schools  were  discussed.  Grade  meetings  were  held  when  necessity 
required  them. 

The  fifteenth  semi-annual  session  of  the  Round  Table  Conference  of 
the  Superintendents  and  Principals  of  Central  Pennsylvania  was 
held  in  this  city  on  March  19  and  20.  This  meeting  was  declared  to 
be  the  most  largely  attended  and  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings 
yet  held  by  this  association.  Fifty-six  superintendents  and  principals 
and  about  seventy  teachers  were  present.  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick, 
Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Professor 
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C.  D.  Koch,  High  School  Inspector,  were  present  and  gave  valuable 
assistance  in  the  discussions  and  materially  aided  in  making  the 
conference  the  success  it  was. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  state  That  much  good  legislation,  looking 
toward  the  betterment  of  the  schools  was  inaugurated  by  the  board 
the  past  year.  The  high  school  course  and  the  elementary  course 
of  study  were  revised;  that  more  effective  teaching  might  be  done 
in  the  high  school,  two  additional  teachers  were  employed;  a  full 
commercial  course  was  adopted;  recess  periods  for  the  elementary 
grades  were  instituted;  salaries  were  raised  when  merit  warranted 
it;  a  new  school  building  was  planned  and  is  in  course  of  erection; 
many  repairs  and  improvements  were  made  to  the  buildings  which 
greatly  add  to  the  comfort,  convenience,  and  health  of  the  pupils, 
So  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  directors  and  teachers  and  patrons 
worked  harmoniously  and  hopefully  for  improvement  and  advance- 
ment in  the  educational  affairs  of  our  city.  The  board  has  been 
generous  in  supplying  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  in  loyally  sup 
porting  our  recommendations. 


TAMAQUA— J.    F.    Derr. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  hereby  submit  my  annual  report.  The 
year  was  a  year  in  which  splendid  progress  was  made  in  all  the 
grades  and  along  all  lines  of  work.  The  efficiency  of  our  schools 
has  been  increased  and  the  work  of  the  various  grades  has  been 
more  clearly  comprehended  than  ever  before.  The  gradation  of 
the  schools  is  more  natural  and  affords  the  bright  pupils  the  op- 
portunity of  advancing  as  fast  as  they  are  able  to  go. 

The  personnel  of  our  teachers  was  as  follows:  Three  college 
graduates,  eight  normal  school  graduates,  nine  who  hold  permanent 
or  State  certificates,  nine  who  hold  professional  certificates,  and 
four  who  hold  provisional  certificates.  All  have  had  more  than 
two  years'  experience. 

Our  schools  closed  on  June  29.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the 
commencement  exercises  were  held,  when  nineteen  young  people 
twelve  ladies  and  seven  gentlemen  were  graduated  from  the  high 
school.  The  exercises  were  witnessed  by  a  large  and  appreciative  au- 
dience. The  members  of  the  class  rendered  a  program,  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance. 

This  was  the  first  year  in  which  three  teachers  were  employed  in 
the  high  school.    Much  better  results  can  be  expected  in  that  depart- 
ment in  the  future. 
18 


244  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Our  teachers  have  been  earnest,  faithful  and  industrious,  regular 
in  attendance  in  teachers'  meetings  and  have  shown  a  commendable 
and  willing  spirit  to  receive  and  act  upon  all  suggestions  intended 
to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  manifested  a  great  interest  in  school 
work  and  has  been  prompt  to  supply  all  actual  needs.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  report  that  the  Board  has  undertaken  to  build  an 
annex  to  the  high  school  building  providing  on  the  first  floor  for 
four  large  and  comfortable  school  rooms ;  on  the  second  an  assembly 
room,  two  recitation  rooms,  a  library  room  and  a  room  for  the 
use  of  the  superintendent.    This  will  fill  a  long-felt  want. 

Our  primary  schools  have  been  for  many  years  and  are  still  con- 
ducted on  the  half-time  system ;  but  when  the  annex  now  in  building 
is  completed,  which  is  expected  to  be  about  January  1,  1910,  the 
primary  pupils  will  be  afforded  all-day  sessions.  This  will,  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time,  materially  raise  the  standard  of  our  schools. 

A  new  method  in  reading  was,  last  Fall,  introduced  in  our  primary 
schools.  The  results  achieved  have  been  far  beyond  our  expectation. 
The  children  have  acquired  a  vocabulary  of  words  and  the  power  to 
read  never  heretofore  acquired  in  that  grade. 

With  a  change  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  high  school,  a  con- 
templated change  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  other  grades,  the 
Board  of  Education  ever  willing  and  ready  to  act  along  all  pro- 
gressive lines,  the  teachers  constantly  endeavoring  to  do  the  best, 
the  pupils  eager  to  acquire  knowledge  and  the  parents  co-operative 
in  all  educational  work,  we  can  expect  splendid  results  the  coming 
year. 


TARENTUM— A.   D.   Endsley. 


Our  school  work  has  moved  along  quietly  and  earnestly  the  past 
year.  The  teaching  force  was  practically  the  same  as  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  was,  accordingly,  the  better  able  to  carry  out 
the  plans  and  aims  of  the  administrative  department. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  supervisor  of  writing  was  employed 
and  the  Zaner  method  of  free  arm  movement  writing  was  adopted 
by  our  school  board.  As  the  teachers  themselves  had  first  to  learn 
the  system,  one  hour  each  week  was  taken  by  the  supervisor  in  in- 
structing them  as  a  body.  The  results  have  more  than  justified  our 
expectations.     The  children  of  our   primary  grades   write  with   a 
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free,  easy  swing  that  does  away  with  the  cramped  position  so  detri- 
mental to  them  physically. 

Stenography  and  typewriting  were  added  to  the  high  school  course 
and  have  been  well  received  by  many  of  the  pupils  and  patrons.  In 
an  enrollment  of  178  in  the  high  school  32  are  taking  commercial 
subjects. 

A  class  of  25  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  a  class 
of  54  was  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  to  the  high  school.  It  is 
a  matter  for  regret  that  the  superior  work  of  the  school  commmission 
was  changed  so  in  the  legislature  that  the  Governor  had  to  veto  the 
proposed  code. 


TAYLOR— M.  J.  Lloyd. 


The  school  year  recently  closed  has  been  characterized  by  good, 
substantial  work  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  in  the  management  of 
the  schools.  The  Superintendent  and  Directors  have  been  alive  to 
adopt  and  put  into  operation  every  wise  expedient  that  would  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  schools  under  their  management. 

The  teachers  were  anxious  to  produce  results  commensurate  with 
what  was  expected  of  them.  Under  such  harmonious  conditions  good 
work  naturally  followed  as  a  result. 

One  of  the  prominent  events  of  the  year  just  closed  was  the  com: 
pletion  and  occupancy  of  the  new  eight-room  building  on  Grove 
street.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  Lackawanna 
county.  In  point  of  finish,  school  room  conveniences,  lighting,  heat- 
ing and  ventilating,  it  measures  up  to  what  we  might  call  a  model 
school  building. 

We  now  have  two  modern  school  structures  which  have  been  built 
during  the  last  five  years,  involving  an  expenditure  of  a  least  $80,000. 
We  are  yet  in  need  of  two  more  new  buildings  to  properly  house  all 
of  our  school  children,  as  they  should  be  and  to  afford  all  the  com- 
forts to  the  children  of  the  outlying  districts  that  are  now  enjoyed 
by  those  children  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  new  buildings. 

Our  schools  closed  June  10th,  with  a  nine  and  a  half  months' 
term.  We  graduated  a  class  of  twelve,  ten  from  the  academic  de- 
partment and  two  from  the  commercial  department. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  of  an  exceptional  high  order, 
and  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience  that  was  present. 
Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre  schools,  de- 
livered the  address  of  the  evening.    His  subject  was  "The  Legacy  We 
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Leave  Our  Children."'  His  address  was  clearly  and  forcibly  delivered, 
and  no  doubt  made  a  strong  and  lasting  impression  on  those  present. 
His  strong  logic  will  do  much  to  elevate  the  educational  ideals  of 
those  preesnt  as  to  their  duty  to  their  schools  and  the  obligation 
that  parents  owe  to  their  children. 


TITUS VILLE— Henrv  Pease. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  there  is  little  of  interest  to  the 
educational  world  to  note.  We  have  had  a  year  of  broken  work  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  town  during  a  large  part 
of  the  year.  We  were  closed  two  weeks  in  January,  hoping  to  eradi- 
cate the  disease,  as  there  were  four  weeks  between  the  close  of  the 
schools  for  the  holiday  vacation  and  the  opening  in  January.  But 
it  was  quite  otherwise.  The  disease  was  of  a  type  so  mild  thai:  chil- 
dren in  careful  families  would  be  found  with  it  before  parents  had 
suspected  it.  And  yet  just  these  cases  kept  the  disease  alive  in  the 
town.  The  health  officers  did  the  utmost  to  guard  against  such  cases 
and  pricipals  and  parents  generally  were  equally  vigilant.  There 
are  occasional  cases  still  appearing.  We  hope  to  get  it  under  con- 
trol before  school  opens  in  September.  It  is  an  unusual  experience, 
growing  out  of  the  mild  form  in  which  the  disease  prevails. 

The  most  encouraging  fact  in  our  school  work  is  the  gradual  and 
rapid  filling  up  of  the  upper  grades  and  the  high  school,  showing  a 
tendency  to  remain  in  school  to  a  later  age.  The  increase  in  total 
enrollment  by  no  means  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  upper 
grades  and  the  high  school. 

We  Lave  very  little  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  attend- 
ance law.  Our  attendance  officer  has  held  the  position  for  years  and 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  haunts  and  habits  of  the  boys  who  need 
his  attention.  No  one  connected  with  the  school  administration 
profits  more  by  length  of  service  than  the  attendance  officer. 

In  quality  of  work  done  and  in  efficiency  of  teaching  force,  I  do 
not  think  our  schools  were  ever  more  fortunate  and  successful  than 
during  the  past  year. 
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TYKONE— H.   S.   Fleck. 


Aiming  to  emulate  the  good  work  of  our  predecessor,  we  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  been  quite 
creditable.  Our  best  attendance  during  the  year  was  in  the  month 
of  September,  when  nine  hundred  and  ten  pupils  were  present  every 
day;  this  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  more  than  one-half  of  the 
enrollment  for  that  month.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the 
first  month  was  ninety-seven.  While  succeeding  months  did  not  show 
such  a  high  percentage,  yet  during  three  different  months  it  reached 
ninety-five  per  cent.,  and  at  no  time  was  it  below  ninety-two.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  ninety-four,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pupils  were  in  constant  attendance  during  the  year. 

One  new  school  was  established;  this  to  some  extent  relieved  the 
congested  conditions  which  have  existed  for  some  time,  and  made  it 
possible  to  do  more  efficient  work.  More  rooms  are  needed  and  will 
be  supplied  in  the  near  future. 

The  commercial  department  outgrew  any  school  room  that  we  had. 
therefore  it  became  necessary  to  rent  a  hall.  The  work  in  this  depart- 
ment was  unsatisfactory  during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  but  with 
a  change  of  instructors,  the  school  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
did  very  good  work. 

The  departmental  system  of  instruction  was  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace all  of  that  part  of  our  high  school  which  is  located  in  the 
central  building.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  no  separate  high 
school  building.  It  is  unfortunate  owing  to  geographical  conditions 
and  peculiar  circumstances,  that  parts  of  both  sophomore  and  fresh 
man  classes  must  be  located  in  a  different  building  from  the  rest  of 
the  classical  department  of  the  high  school.  Notwithstanding  these 
adverse  circumstances,  by  the  hard  work  of  a  good  corps  of  teachers, 
quite  satisfactory  results  were  obtained.  Not  having  facilities  in  the 
ward  building,  in  which  our  high  school  is  located,  for  the  interchange 
of  classes,  we  are  forced  to  have  our  teachers  circulate.  This  has 
some  advantages;  all  the  pupils  profit  by  the  strength  of  the  able 
teacher,  and  the  seeming  weaknesses  of  his  less  able  colleague  are 
likewise  distributed. 

Three  rooms  were  provided  with  new  furniture,  and  other  improve- 
ments were  made  which  added  to  the  comfort  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  strongly  emphasize  that  good  instruction 
be  given  in  the  fundamental  branches,  such  as  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  Our  teachers  have  done  efficient  and  conscientious  work. 
Teachers'  meetings  have  been  regularly  held  and  well  attended.  Much 
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inspiration  for  the  year's  work  was  received  by  the  superintendent 
while  in  attendance  at  the  National  Educational  Association  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

The  commencement  exercises,  held  on  May  21,  were  most  enjoyable. 
Dr.  Edwin  Earl  Sparks,  president  of  State  College,  made  a  splendid 
class  address.  The  president  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  I.  D. 
Metzger,  conferred  the  honors  of  graduation  on  a  class  of  thirty-nine 
young  men  and  women — eighteen  of  these  were  from  the  classical 
department  and  twenty-one  were  from  the  commercial  department. 

The  Tyrone  public  schools  fittingly  observed  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth  by  having  exercises  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  Flags  and  bunting  were  in  evidence  in  the  tastily 
decorated  rooms  and  the  portraits  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  oc- 
cupied conspicuous  places.  The  exercises  consisted  of  music,  essays, 
orations,  drills  and  whatever  would  tend  to  make  the  event  instruc- 
tive and  enjoyable.  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  speech  was  read  or  recited 
in  every  grade. 

Several  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  visited  the  schools,  and  as  they 
entered  the  different  rooms  the  pupils  rose  to  their  feet  and  sang 
The  Star-Spangled  Banner  in  honor  of  the  nation's  defenders.  The 
battle-scarred  veterans  very  much  appreciated  this  token  of  esteem, 
and  they  left  the  schools  convinced  that  patriotism  is  not  on  the 
wane. 

A  facsimile  of  the  letter  written  by  President  Lincoln  to  Mrs. 
Bixby,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  whose  five  sons  had  fallen  in 
battle,  was  presented  to  each  student  of  the  high  school.  Oxford 
University  of  England  treasures  a  copy  of  this  letter  as  being  a 
specimen  of  the  finest  English  extant.  On  this  anniversary  day  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-five  visits  were  made  to  the  schools;  without 
doubt,  more  than  six  hundred  different  persons  visited. 

Thus  the  anniversary  of  the  Great  Emancipator  and  savior  of 
earth's  greatest  republic,  passed  into  history.  The  memory  of  the 
day  will  ever  be  sweet  and  bright  for  any  one  who  rendered  any 
service,  however  small,  toward  making  the  occasion  enjoyable. 


UNIONTOWN.— C.  J.  Scott. 


This  is  our  first  report  as  an  independent  district.  That  we  came 
to  occupy  such  a  position  was  the  leading  event  of  our  school  year. 
However,  there  were  other  achievements  which  may  be  of  interest. 
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The  new  Gallatin  building  was  added  to  our  number  of  buildings, 
during  the  year,  making  five  in  all,  that  we  might  care  well  for  our 
2,165  pupils  enrolled.  This  new  ward  building  arouses  our  pride. 
It  represents  an  outlay  of,  in  round  numbers,  $60,000.  During  the  pre- 
vious year  we  occupied  for  the  first  time  the  new  East  End  building, 
a  property  costing  in  all  about  $45,000.  Three  years  previous  to  this 
the  attractive  Berkeley  building  was  erected.  We  are  now  promised 
a  new  high  school  building,  to  be  begun  within  a  year. 

These  unusual  efforts  on  the  part  of  our  Board  of  Education  to 
make  our  school  houses  ever  more  alluring  to  our  youth  and  to 
provide  appealing  environment  and  adequate  facilities  for  good 
school  work,  is  sufficiently  indicative  of  the  spirit  of  progress  and 
growth  prevalent  in  our  city. 

Nine  teachers  were  added  to  our  teaching  force.  The  salaries  of 
many  teachers  were  increased ;  one  class  of  instructors  receiving  f  90 
additional,  another  $45  additional. 

Medical  treatment  for  those  defective  in  ear,  eye  and  throat 
was  furnished. 

A  rearrangement  of  our  course  of  study  with  simplification  and 
definiteness  of  work  in  view,  was  effected  and  the  results  show  much 
better  work  to  have  been  done.  But  eight  and  one-half  per  cent,  of 
our  pupils  failed  of  promotion. 

The  centralization  of  our  eighth  grades  and  the  establishment  of  the 
departmental  plan  of  instruction  in  this  central  school  proved  to 
be  a  wiser  move  than  we  had  even  anticipated.  The  subjects  as 
offered  in  this  grade  in  previous  years  were  somewhat  modified. 
The  utilitarian  bearing  of  the  knowledge  gained  was  emphasized. 
The  commercial  side  of  arithmetic  and  geogrpahy  Avas  developed,  and 
a  "citizenship  course"  was  added.  Literary  societies,  class  organiza- 
tion, and  musical  organizations  were  permitted  and  formed.  The 
pupils  were  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  high  school  and  their 
promotion  to  high  school  was  marked  by  appropriate  exercises.  As 
a  results  we  have  had  the  minimum  of  dropping  out  of  sixth,  seven  and 
eighth  grade  pupils  during  the  year.  At  last  they  see  something 
ahead  of  them,  nearer  than  high  school,  which  they  earnestly  desire. 

That  there  is  a  new  life  and  growth  in  our  high  school  work  and 
high  school  life  is  evidenced  by  the  increase  in  enrollment,  pupils 
coming  to  us  in  increased  numbers  from  the  surrounding  townships 
and  from  private  schools  and  academies,  by  the  praise  of  the  patrons, 
and  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  pupils. 

For  the  first  time  the  pupils'  activities  allied  to  their  high  school 
work  were  organized  and  brought  under  full  supervision  of  the 
school  authorities. 

A  strong  athletic  association  was  formed  and  the  teams  put  under* 
competent  coaches  who  were  entirely  responsible  to  the  school  man- 
agement. 
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Gymnasium  work  for  girls  was  instituted  as  well  as  for  boys,  all 
under  direction  of  the  high  school. 

Literary  societies  were  formed  and  Professor  E.  P.  Elliot,  of 
Boston,  secured  for  a  part  of  the  year  to  instruct  in  public  speaking 
and  stage  deportment. 

Equipment  to  facilitate  better  work  was  added  to  all  departments 
of  our  high  school.  About  $600  was  expended  in  additional  equip 
ment  for  our  science  department. 

The  somewhat  dormant  interest  of  our  alumni  was  aroused  and 
two  banquets  and  receptions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  a 
new  enthusiasm  for  their  Alma  Mater  was  kindled. 

In  additon  to  the  usual  general  and  grade  meetings  of  teachers, 
reading  circles  for  pedagogical  study  were  formed.  These  meetings 
were  held  semi-monthly  and  were  exceedingly  profitable. 

The  term  opened  with  a  well-appointed  reception  to  the  teachers 
by  the  directors.  A  large  number  of  patrons  attended.  During  the 
year  pleasure  excursions  were  enjoyed  by  the  entire  teaching  body 
and  many  directors.  The  year  closed  with  a  splendid  outing  for 
every  pupil,  teacher  and  patron  at  a  picnic  at  Shady  Grove  Park. 
Pupils  were  given  free  transportation,  free  amusement  tickets  and 
free  dinners. 

Few  schools  can  boast  of  more  good-will  and  harmony  and  unity 
existing  among  their  teachers  and  school  authorities. 

That  such  conditions  bring  about  better  school  work,  we  are  con- 
vinced. The  year  was  characterized  by  earnest  purpose  and  thor- 
oughness of  work. 

Our  schools  have  the  earnest  (support  of  the  community.  The 
broad-minded,  well-directed  efforts  of  our  Board  of  Directors  have 
been  unceasing,  and  there  was  much  during  the  year  to  encourage  and 
vitalize. 

We  believe  many  better  things  are  on  their  way  to  us,  and  we 
are  willing  to  continue  to  spend  ourselves  in  securing  them. 


WASHINGTON— William    Krichbaum. 


There  have  been  no  striking  incidents  nor  radical  innovations  in 
the  working  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  Only  immaterial 
changes  in  the  general  scope  and  in  the  details  of  the  course  of  study 
have  been  made,  and  the  work  as  formerly  planned  has  been  carried 
forward  with  substantial  results.  Interest,  amounting  in  some  cases 
to  enthusiasm,  harmony,  and  mutual  helpfulness  have  characterized 
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teachers  and  principals  throughout  the  town.  Speaking  generally, 
there  has  been  present  with  us  sufficient  of  these  qualities  to  effect 
most  excellent  work,  had  they  been  the  only  requisites.  Yet  we  can- 
not speak  of  it  in  such  extravagant  terms.  On  the  other  hand  we 
are  not  speaking  in  self-disparagement,  knowing  as  we  do  the  ca- 
pacity and  power  of  the  modern  school  of  the  better  class,  when  we 
say  that  things  are  not  altogether  right  educationally.  We  are 
strongly  impressed  that  too  much  labor  is  expended  by  both  pupil 
and  teacher  in  proportion  to  the  results  obtained.  There  is  a  lack 
of  mastery  of  the  subjects  by  too  large  a  number  of  the  pupils.  Either 
the  matter  required  to  be  mastered  is  too  large  or  too  difficult  or  the 
methods  taken  to  master  this  matter,  including  the  natural 
and  acquired  skill  and  power  of  the  teacher,  are  inadequate.  If  the 
deplored  result  is  connected  with  the  former  alternative,  we  have  it 
within  our  power  to  remedy  it ;  if  with  the  latter,  the  remedy  is  more 
difficult.  We  have  accordingly  continued  to  emphasize  the  teaching 
of  the  more  elementary  branches  of  study  and  the  broader  outlines, 
and  the  more  important  facts  and  relations  in  all  branches. 

The  compulsory  attendance  laws  and  the  health  laws  have  been 
enforced  with  great  exactness;  attendance  is  quite  regular  on  the 
part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils ;  and  tardiness  has  been  steadily 
lessened,  so  far  in  fact  that  in  some  wards  it  is  unusual. 

During  the  past  six  years  our  high  school  has  materially  increased, 
so  that  to-day  the  attendance  is  more  than  double  what  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  that  period.  Additional  room  will  have  to  be  provided 
soon  and  likely  will  be  during  the  coming  year. 

The  past  year  witnessed  the  union  of  the  schools  of  West  Washing- 
ton with  those  of  Washington,  due  to  annexation,  whereby  our  school 
enrollment  has  been  increased  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  former 
amount. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  successful  one  in  most  re- 
spects. There  were  but  few  changes  in  the  teaching  force,  and  the 
teachers  took  hold  of  their  work  with  an  earnestness  and  zeal  that 
was  bound  to  result  in  good  work.  Our  schools  have  been  enjoying 
a  gradual  growth,  both  in  a  numerical  and  in  an  intellectual  sense. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  as  well  as  pleasure  to  supervise  the 
schools  of  this  borough  for  the  last  ten  years.  During  these  years 
the  growth  has  been  rapid  and  substantial.  The  enrollment  of 
pupils  and  number  of  teachers  have  increased  almost  fifty  per  cent. 
During  this  period  two  fine  new  school  buildings  have  been  erected, 
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and  vocal  music  in  all  the  schools  and  a  complete  department  in  the 
high  school  have  been  introduced,  in  charge  of  special  teachers.  The 
results  of  the  work  in  these  departments  fully  display  the  wisdom 
of  the  Board  in  taking  the  steps. 

No  new  innovations  were  introduced  during  the  last  year.  Good 
work  was  done  along  all  lines,  but  special  stress  was  placed  on  Eng- 
lish, penmanship  and  mathematics.  It  is  our  intention  to  continue 
our  efforts  along  these  lines  until  the  results  are  of  the  best. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  was  much  effected  by  epidemics 
of  scarlet  fever  and  measles.  The  prevalence  was  most  noticeable  in 
the  primary  grades,  in  some  of  which  for  a  time  the  number  of 
pupils  in  attendance  was  less  than  one-half  the  enrollment,  but, 
withal,  we  are  able  to  report  an  average  attendance  in  all  the  schools 
of  94  per  cent,  for  the  term. 

On  the  evening  of  May  14,  the  grammar  school  transfer  exercises 
were  held,  at  which  time  seventy  boys  and  girls  were  given  certificates 
of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  A  splendid  program  was  rendered 
lo  the  great  delight  of  the  large  audience  present.  These  exercises  are 
growing  in  general  favor  and  are  quite  an  incentive  for  parents  to 
continue  their  children  in  school  until  graduation.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held  on  the  evening  of 
May  28.  A  splendid  program  was  given  by  the  class  and  an  excellent 
address  by  Rev.  Geo.  Leslie  Omwake,  dean  of  Ursinus  College, 
Collegeville,  Pa. 

The  outlook  of  our  schools  is  bright.  Our  people  are  becoming 
more  interested  in  school  affairs,  but  there  is  much  room  for  im- 
provement, which,  with  the  support  of  the  school  authorities,  teach- 
ers and  patrons,  we  hope  to  accomplish  in  the  future. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


Much  interest  is  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  During 
the  term  nearly  thirty-six  hundred  visits  were  made  by  directors, 
teachers,  citizens  and  other  interested  persons.  No  greater  stimulus 
can  be  given  to  the  teacher  and  her  pupils  than  to  have  many  visitors 
to  inspect  phases  of  school  work  or  methods  of  teaching,  which  have 
become  noted  at  home  and  abroad.  The  much  visited  school  is  con- 
tinually doing  better  work,  and  the  teacher  of  such  school  is  sure  of 
promotion  either  at  home  or  from  visiting  superintendents.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  school  with  fewest  visitors  is  in  greatest  danger 
of  stagnation. 


No.  5.  WEST  CHESTER.  253 

The  agencies  that  made  the  school  year  a  success  are,  a  student 
body  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  study  and  good  order,  a  community 
whose  steady  support  of  school  measures  has  been  unfailing,  a 
corps  of  teachers  zealous  to  do  everything  to  promote  the  educational 
progress  of  their  pupils,  and  a  school  board  whose  only  motive  in  all 
measures  is  the  best  interest  of  the  pupils. 

In  November,  1908,  a  large  brick  school  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  loss  was  well  covered  by  insurance.  The  school  board  be- 
gan at  once  the  preparation  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  on  the 
site  of  the  one  burned.  Rooms  were  constructed  on  the  floor  of  the 
high  school  gymnasium,  and  in  less  than  a  week  after  the  fire,  the 
pupils  were  at  work,  at  new  desks,  in  much  crowded  but  fairly  com, 
fortable  quarters.  The  new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
January,  1910. 

As  a  precaution  against  the  horrors  of  fire  or  a  panic  of  any  kind, 
systematic  fire  drills  are  maintained  during  the  year.  To  make 
egress  from  the  building  orderly  and  speedy,  the  pupils  are  drilled 
periodically  so  that  they  fall  into  line  easily  and  use  the  exits  desig- 
nated by  the  signals,  without  danger  of  confusion.  Doors  all  open 
outward  and  none  is  latched  in  any  way  while  the  pupils  are  in  the 
building.  Every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  any  catastrophe 
with  the  children  in  school. 

During  the  last  year  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  law  on  vaccination.  No  children  were  kept  out  of 
school  on  account  of  the  non-production  of  a  vaccination  certificate. 
The  vigilance  and  discretion  of  a  first-class  attendance  officer  brought 
all  the  children  into  the  schools  without  prosecution  or  fines.  The 
patrons,  are  usually  desirous  to  have  their  children  in  the  school 
regularly. 

Departmental  teaching  is  now  done  in  all  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades.  The  work  of  the  teachers  is  generally  better  pre- 
pared for  presentation  and  the  teaching  is  more  effective  than  with 
the  method  of  having  a  teacher  do  all  the  work  of  a  school.  Each 
teacher  has  her  own  room,  while  the  pupils  go  to  the  different  rooms 
for  recitation  in  the  several  subjects.  More  progress  is  made,  greater 
efficiency  is  attained,  and  the  pupils  do  not  tire  of  school  as  they 
formerly    did. 

In  addition  to  the  educational  value,  departmental  teaching 
is  less  wasteful  of  school  supplies.  In  stead  of  buying  maps,  globes, 
charts  and  blocks  for  all  the  rooms  in  the  building,  one  set  of 
materials  is  sufficient  for  three,  four  or  more  rooms,  depending  upon 
the  number  of  teachers  in  the  building  in  the  department  plan. 
Our  teachers  are  thoroughly  convinced  tha'  efficiency  in  teaching  is 
increased  and  greater  professional  advancement  is  made. 

Many  of  the  graduates  of  the  rural  district  schools  attend  the 
high  school.     These  pupils  are  frequently  among  the  best  students. 
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Their  preparation  in  arithmetic  and  English  grammar  and  compo- 
sition is  some  times  not  so  good  as  it  should  be,  since  so  much  of 
their  time  in  the  graded  course  is  taken  for  the  study  of  some  of 
the  high  school  subjects  before  the  elements  of  the  common  school 
branches  have  been  well  mastered.  Such  deficiency  is  a  serious 
handicap  for  pupils  whose  ambition  is  to  do  efficient  work  in  the  new 
course.  The  provision  in  the  last  general  appropriation  bill  to  pay 
for  the  tuition  of  pupils  attending  high  schools  outside  of  their  dis- 
trict, will  do  much  to  encourage  school  directors  to  educate  their 
pupils  beyond  the  district  school. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  is  rapid.  Only  a  few  pupils  leave 
school  unless  forced  to  do  so.  A  class  of  thirty -nine,  fifteen  boys  and 
twenty-four  girls,  was  graduated  in  June.  N/early  all  these  youth 
will  continue  their  education.  The  curriculum  is  revised  in  matter, 
and  the  method  of  presentation  is  changed,  so  that  both  are  more 
practical  in  serving  the  needs  of  the  individuals  more  directly  and 
at  the  same  time  lose  nothing  in  their  culture  value.  It  is  intended 
that  every  student  shall  have  opportunity  to  take  work  that  will 
best  fit  him  for  any  avocation  by  a  sound  general  education  and  a 
special  training  for  Lis  life  work  whatever  it  may  be.  The  fact  that 
the  high  school  will  complete  a  boy's  education  must  not  militate 
against  him.  but  should  the  more  stimulate  school  authorities  to  give 
him  the  very  best  training  for  complete  citizenship. 

Manual  training  is  taught  in  all  grades  and  the  high  school.  It  is 
being  correlated  more  and  more  with  mental  training.  The  super- 
visor of  the  manual  arts,  appointed  by  the  school  board  two  years 
ago,  has  done  much  to  bring  about  a  closer  union  between  the  several 
academic  branches  and  the  hand  work.  The  subject  is  no  longer 
unsocial  in  its  character.  It  is  not  only  training  the  hand  to  fashion 
objects  in  paper,  ratfia.  reed,  wood  and  needle-work  fabrics  but  it  is 
o  potent  ally  by  means  of  which  the  teacher  can  the  more  efficiently  do 
all  the  work  included  in  the  course  of  study. 

Constructive  handwork  is  an  indispensable  means  of  developing 
intelligent  thinking,  sympathetic  appreciation,  and  executive  ef- 
ficiency in  relation  to  the  individual  side  of  the  school,  the  home, 
and  the  industrial  world.  Rightly  used  and  wisely  taught  handwork 
in  the  school  will  tend  to  training  in  industrial  vocations;  it  will 
be  of  greatest  use  in  directing  pupils  into  lines  of  work  where  the 
skillful  Land  and  the  trained  mind  will  lead  to  efficiency  and  rapid 
promotion :  it  will  enable  tbe  discerning  teacher  to  search  for,  rec- 
ognize, and  inter] net  the  evidences  of  special  aptitudes  in  pupils. 
Manual  training  is  as  feasible  to  operate  in  the  public  schools  as 
mental  training.  One  needs  the  other,  neither  can  alone  reach  its 
greatest  worth  and  highest  efficiency. 
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The  school  term  for  the  year  1908-9  closed  June  11,  1909.  The  work 
of  the  year  was  good.  The  weather  conditions  for  attending  school 
were  most  favorable.  Many  schools  had  perfect  attendance  for  the 
first  four  months  and  the  average  of  the  entire  city  was  95  in  a 
possible  hundred.  The  last  half  of  the  year  the  attendance  was  af- 
fected by  sickness,  due  largely  to  measles  and  chicken-pox,  yet 
the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  entire  year  will  average  92 
in  a  possible  hundred. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the  year  was  10,392.  8,988 
candidates  for  promotion  were  considered,  of  this  number  4,552  were 
boys  and  4,436  were  girls.  3,708  boys  and  3,810  girls  were  promoted. 
844  boys  and  626  girls  were  retained  in  their  respective  grades  for 
better  preparation. 

Of  the  number  not  promoted  450  boys  and  338  girls  were  in  the 
primary  D  or  first  year  grade.  Including  all  grades  in  the  city 
schools,  82  per  cent,  of  the  boys  were  promoted  and  86  per  cent, 
of  the  girls.  Not  including  the  first  year  grades  88  per  cent,  of  the 
boys  and  91  per  cent,  of  the  girls  were  promoted.  1,852  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  the  first  year  grades  at  the  close  of  the  term.  Of  these 
559  boys  and  567  girls  were  advanced  to  the  second  year;  and  450 
boys  and  338  girls  were  retained  for  additional  preparation.  In  the 
remaining  seven  years  of  the  elementary  course,  394  boys  and  288 
girls  were  retained  in  their  respective  grades. 

The  large  proportion  of  pupils  retained  in  the  first  year  grade 
is  due  to  their  being  admitted  at  intervals  during  the  year  as  they 
become  of  legal  age  to  enter  school,  and  to  a  definite  amount  of  work 
and  fluency  in  reading,  required  of  them  before  advancing  them 
to  the  second  year's  work.  The  thorough  preparation  made  by  the 
pupils  in  the  first  year  grade,  secures  their  regular  promotion  in 
the  following  years,  if  not  interrupted  by  causes  unavoidable. 

The  totals  of  all  classes  in  the  high  school  show  that  547  boys 
and  659  girls  are  advanced  in  their  courses,  making  1,206.  If  we 
deduct  from  this  number  143  graduates  we  have  in  prospect  a  prob 
able  attendance  of  1,063  pupils  in  our  high  school  for  next  year. 

Leonard  P.  Ayres,  Secretary  of  the  Backward  Children  Investiga- 
tion of  the  Russel  Sage  Foundation,  is  quoted  as  saying,  "Over  age 
children  are  found  in  all  school  systems.  Their  relative  proportion  to 
the  entire  membership  constitutes  one  indicator  of  school  efficiency." 
We  have  a  large  number  of  children  in  our  schools  who  are  foreign 
born   and    are   frequently   three    or   four   years    over    age   for    the 
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grade.  They  learn  very  rapidly  and  by  special  promotions  soon 
reach  more  advanced  work. 

Our  records  show  1,349  pupils  over  age  in  an  enrollment  of 
10,392,  or  about  12  per  cent. 

The  number  of  average  children  by  grades  is  as  follows: 

In  first  year  grade  there  are  131  boys  and  117  girls;  in  second 
year  grade  there  are  117  boys  and  99  girls;  in  third 
year  grade  there  are  123  boys  and  102  girls;  in  fourth 
year  grade  there  are  106  boys  and  88  girls;  in  fifth  year  grade 
there  are  92  boys  and  80  girls;  in  sixth  year  grade  there  are  71 
boys  and  53  girls;  in  seventh  year  grade  there  are  57  boys  and  29 
girls;  in  eighth  year  grade  there  are  33  boys  and  27  girls  overage; 
in  the  first  high  school  there  are  11  boys  and  10  girls  overage. 

When  the  higher  grades  are  reached  they  approach  more  nearly 
the  correct  age  limit  of  their  respective  grades  and  finally  graduate  on 
time  from  the  high  school. 

The  children  are  held  back  in  the  grades  for  various  causes,  some 
are  defectives,  some  naturally  slow,  some  are  interrupted  by  sick- 
ness, others  excluded  on  account  of  contagious  diseases  in  the  homes. 
These  interruptions  are  frequently  so  extended  in  time  as  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  pupil  to  go  on  with  his  class.  It  is  manifestly  un- 
fair to  hold  that  over  age  children  have  been  held  back  to  any  large 
degree  on  account  of  unskillful  teaching. 

The  average  age  of  the  children  in  the  several  grades  shows  that 
they  are  slightly  over  age  in  starting. 

First  year  pupils  enter  the  grade  at  an  average  age  of  6.5  years; 
second  year  pupils  at  7.7;  third  year  pupils  at  8.7;  fourth  year 
pupils  at  9.7;  fifth  year  pupils  at  10.8;  sixth  year  pupils  at  11.7; 
seventh  year  pupils  at  12.6;  eighth  year  pupils  at  13.5  years.  The 
decimal  part  of  these  figures  shows  how  much  behind  time  in 
average  age  the  pupils  start. 

The  gradation  in  our  schools  is  fairly  uniform  and  is  held  in 
proper  relation  to  the  required  work.  The  age  of  the  pupil  is  given 
weight  in  promoting  from  grade  to  grade,  but  the  completion  of  the 
required  work  in  the  course  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  thorough- 
ness is  the  essential  requirement. 

The  principle  underlying  the  scheme  of  promotion  is  that  the 
course  of  study  being  properly  adjusted  to  the  grade,  a  competent 
teacher  in  charge  and  the  pupils  reasonably  regular  in  attendance, 
the  pupils  should  be  promoted  at  the  end  of  the  term,  and  if  they 
are  not  ready  for  promotion,  the  reasons  why  they  are  not  recom- 
mended for  promotion  should  be  investigated  rather  than  why  they 
are  promoted.  The  superintendent,  therefore,  gives  personal  at- 
tention to  the  recommendation  of  each  class,  and  frequently  examines 
those  marked  doubtful  or  not  promoted.  By  this  means  the  gradation 
comes  under  the  direct  judgment  of  one  person  and  is  held  in  its 
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proper  relation  to  the  work  of  the  course  and  to  the  time  when  such 
work  should  be  done. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  more  pupils  were  enrolled  this  year 
than  last  year.  There  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  more  on 
roll  at  the  close  of  the  term  than  last  year. 

No  room  remains  unoccupied  in  the  twenty  school  buildings  and 
in  most  of  the  schools  the  seatings  are  all  taken.  Steps  are  now  well 
under  way  to  provide  additional  accommodation  by  an  addition  to 
the  Custer  street  school  building  and  the  erection  of  a  new  building 
at  the  corner  of  Dana  and  Grant  streets. 

The  work  of  the  schools  for  the  period  covered  in  this  report  was 
fairly  satisfactory.  In  arithmetic  the  work  was  more  definite  as  to 
quantity  and  quality  required.  This  was  true  also  as  to  geography. 
Some  of  the  teachers  were  not  able  to  cover  the  work  prescribed  in 
the  text  books  used.  These  texts  were  new,  but  with  greater  famili- 
arity with  the  requirements  of  the  course  it  is  believed  the  work  may 
be  covered  thoroughly  within  the  time  prescribed. 

The  subjects  of  study  are  used  as  the  means  of  education.  The 
ends  or  results  of  such  training  must  be  measured  by  the  habits 
formed,  by  the  behavior  of  each  individual  under  all  circumstances. 
Greater  stress  must  at  all  times  be  placed  upon  behavior  than  upon 
accumulation  of  facts. 

I  continue  to  feel  that  too  much  effort  cannot  be  placed  upon  the 
character  forming  quality  of  school  training.  This  must  be  meas 
ured  by  industry,  honesty,  perseverance,  punctuality,  preparation  of 
tasks,  politeness,  respectability,  kindness,  manliness,  truthfulness, 
and  faith  in  the  triumph  of  right  and  the  certain  downfall  of  that 
which  is  wrong.  The  schools  must  stand  as  positive  factors  in  the 
promotion  of  these  qualities  and  the  highest  culture  of  the  com- 
munity. 

When  the  new  high  school  building  is  completed  it  is  the  intention 
to  recommend  comprehensive  courses  in  manual  training  for  both 
boys   and  girls. 

The  popularity  of  the  manual  training  work  for  the  boys  so  far 
as  developed  in  the  high  school  course  justifies  the  belief  in  the  prac- 
tical value  of  this  means  of  education  and  suggests  that  work  of 
this  kind  suited  to  girls  should  also  be  incorporated  in  our  system 
of  education. 

From  the  standpoint  of  business  education  the  course  in  business 
and  higher  English  is  very  helpful.  It  covers  four  years  of  instruction 
and  includes  commercial  law,  commercial  geography,  mathematics, 
history,  language,  bookkeeping,  typewriting,  shorthand  and  teleg- 
raphy. 

The  aim  has  been  at  all  times  to  shape  the  courses  of  study  to  meet 
the  varied  needs  of  the  community  and  provide  means  of  practical 
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training,  that,  while  necessary  knowledge  is  acquired,  the  means  of 
earning  an  honest  livelihood  is  also  gained.  It  is  very  interesting  to 
note  that  the  results  of  a  hasty  calculation  recently  made  the  grad- 
uates of  the  high  school  are  now  earning  more  money  annually  than 
is  required  to  operate  the  entire  school  system  of  the  city. 

I  have  given  some  thought  to  criticism  made  at  large  of  the  public 
school  course,  and  am  anxious  that  our  courses  here  should  meet 
the  most  modern  demand.  It  is  not  clear,  however,  that  these 
criticisms  favoring  a  fundamental  change  in  the  course  of  study  are 
in  themselves  practicable.  The  elementary  courses  cannot  be  changed 
so  as  to  eliminate  learning  to  read  and  calculations  such  as  are  in 
volved  in  the  modern  arithmetic.  Writing,  spelling  and  grammar, 
necessary  to  correct  use  of  written  language  cannot  be  omitted.  Nor 
should  we  eliminate  history  and  geography.  Now,  when  all  these 
studies  are  retained  in  the  elementary  course  and  thoroughly  master- 
ed, little  time  is  left  for  other  things.  For  purposes  of  culture  the 
remaining  time  in  our  city  schools  is  taken  in  art  and  music. 

If  changes  are  made  in  any  part  of  our  educational  courses  these 
changes  must  be  made  in  the  secondary  school  and  colleges  rather 
than  in  the  elementary  schools. 

The  close  of  the  present  school  year  marks  an  important  epoch 
in  musical  advancement  in  our  city  schools.  This  advancement  was 
on  all  lines  that  pertain  to  artistic  singing.  Tone  quality  received 
careful  and  persistent  attention  and  the  results  were  most  gratifying. 
Ear  training  was  followed  with  the  greatest  of  care  during  the  year 
and  the  results  were  noticeable  in  the  tunefulness  of  the  singing 
There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  rhythm,  resulting  in  a  free 
and  graceful  style  of  singing.  The  supervisor  of  music  held  weekly 
meetings  during  the  fall  and  winter  term  and  gave  special  instruction 
to  the  teachers  of  the  city  where  needed.  The  Grammar  A  grades 
reached  a  very  high  standard  of  singing,  evident  during  the  closing 
week  of  school.  The  selections  were  of  a  high  order  and  the  rendition 
all  that  one  could  desire. 

The  work  in  drawing  for  the  term  was  of  unusual  merit.  The 
supervisor  was  interrupted  in  her  work  by  an  accident  which  kept 
her  at  her  home  for  over  six  weeks.  Work  was  sent  to  her  daily 
by  the  teachers,  and  a  very  expert  assistant  carried  out  her  directions 
during  the  time,  so  but  little  if  any  loss  was  experienced. 

The  work  of  the  courses  in  manual  training  kept  up  to  former  de- 
grees of  efficiency  and  interest.  The  foundation  laid  and  the  interest 
manifested  in  the  courses  justifies  the  extention  of  our  facilities  as 
contemplated  when  our  high  school  building  is  completed. 

I  close  this  report  for  the  year  with  deep  sense  of  appreciation 
for  the  helpfulness  of  the  principals  and  teachers  in  forwarding 
the  work  we  have  to  do  in  an  earnest  and  efficient  way,  and  of  the 
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willing  and  effective  co-operation  of  the  school  board  in  operating 
a  system  of  education  fraught  with  so  many  possibilities  affecting 
both  the  present  and  future  of  our  city. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


There  have  been  no  startling  events  to  chronicle  in  this  report  nor 
have  there  been  any  great  strides  made  in  our  system  of  education. 
It  is,  nevertheless,  with  pleasure  that  I  look  back  over  the  year's  work 
and  recognize  that  a  steady  growth  has  been  made  and  see  that  each 
department  of  the  school  has  been  faithful  in  its  work. 

Teachers  and  principals  have  been  loyal  and  painstaking.  The 
Board  of  Directors  has  been  efficient  and  helpful  as  a  Board  and 
sympathetic  and  cordial  as  individuals.  The  local  press  and  the 
citizens  have  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  school  during 
the  entire  year,  all  of  which  is  appreciated. 

A  death  in  the  membership  of  our  Board  caused  sadness  to  all 
and  took  away  a  very  efficient  and  willing  worker.  William  H. 
Morrison  died  on  February  19,  1909,  after  an  illness  of  but  a  few 
months.  He  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Board  for  four  years 
and  in  honor  of  his  efficiency  the  place  was  left  unfilled  until  the 
end  of  the  school  year. 

Our  high  school  has  had  some  inconveniences  for  lack  of  room  and 
the  Board  has  been  working  and  planning  for  a  number  of  years  to 
provide  for  this  inconvenience.  Definite  steps  were  taken  about  a 
year  ago  and  a  convenient  site  was  purchased  for  $40,000.  The  lot 
is  well  situated  and  is  250  feet  long  and  192  feet  wide. 

Competitive  plans  for  a  high  school  building  were  prepared  by 
the  best  architects  in  the  community  and  from  these,  Thomas  H. 
Scott,  of  Pittsburg,  was  chosen  as  architect  for  the  proposed  building. 
He  modified  his  plans  to  suit  the  wish  of  the  board,  prepared  specifi- 
cations, and  received  bids  for  the  erection  of  the  building.  All  bids 
were  higher  than  was  expected  as  there  were  but  $152,000  available 
below  the  two  per  cent,  limit  permitted  by  law.  The  Board  was 
compelled  to  ask  permission  of  the  voters  to  borrow  more  money  or 
reduce  the  cost  of  the  building.  The  Board  decided  to  do  both.  It 
asked  permission  to  issue  bonds  for  $250,000,  which  was  granted, 
making  available  $102,000 ;  and  it  also  ordered  the  architect  to  reduce 
the  expense  of  the  building,  write  new  specifications  and  take  new 
bids.  All  of  this  consumed  much  time,  but  the  contract  was  let 
for  $214,249  and  work  was  begun  during  the  first  week  in  May.  The 
19 
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heating  and  ventilating,  plumbing,  electric  wiring,  and  furnishing 
have  not  vet  been  awarded. 

The  work  and  the  sacrificing  spirit  of  the  Board  are  worthy  of 
special  mention.  Each  member  has  given  his  time  to  the  detriment 
of  his  personal  interests.  The  building  committee  has  been  per- 
sistent and  diligent  in  its  duties  and  all  the  members  of  the  Board 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  the  people  of  the  community.  The 
Board  has  met  four  or  five  times  a  month  for  the  past  eight  months 
and  many  of  these  sessions  have  been  long  and  arduous.  For  all  this 
the  members  of  the  Board  have  no  remuneration  unless  the  com- 
munity remunerates  them  by  showing  appreciation  and  gratitude. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered  thirty-five  and 
there  are  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  pupils  to  enter  next  Sep- 
tember. This  keeps  up  a  steady  growth  that  is  encouraging  and  the 
prospect  of  a  new  high  school  building  has  stimulated  many  pupils 
to  greater  efforts,  hoping  to  finish  their  education  in  the  commo- 
dious new  building. 

The  schools  have  not  been  interrupted  during  the  year  by  any 
sicknesses  and  the  work  has  been  as  satisfactory  as  school  work 
can  well  be  to  those  who  are  intensely  interested  in  it.  The  prospects 
for  the  coming  year  are  bright  and  flattering.  Renewed  energy  and 
skill  will  be  needed  to  manage  the  schools  so  that  the  greatest  possible 
good  may  be  done  to  the  greatest  number  of  boys  and  girls.  To 
accomplish  this,  the  co-operation  of  the  teaching  force  is  assured; 
the  sturdy  and  untiring  support  of  the  Board  is  always  at  hand  and 
can  be  relied  on  constantly ;  and,  with  these  elements  of  strength,  the 
coming  year  will  be  one  of  pleasure  and  success. 


WILLIAMSPOBT— Chas.  Lose. 


Two  intimately  related  subjects,  the  promotion  of  pupils  and  the 
retardation  of  pupils,  are  at  present  receiving  considerable  atten- 
tion in  nearly  all  the  city  school  systems  of  the  country.  To  see  that 
the  largest  number  of  pupils  is  advanced  regularly  year  by  year  and 
that  the  smallest  number  is  retarded  or  kept  in  a  grade  for  more  than 
a  single  school  year  is  now  the  constant  study  of  teachers  and  school 
officials.  In  order  to  get  at  the  facts  and  to  compare  the  results  in 
one  city  with  those  of  another  the  statistics  collected  should  cover 
a  wide  field,  should  be  compiled  with  the  greatest  possible  accuracy 
and  on  a  uniform  basis,  and  should  be  interpreted  intelligently.     It 
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is  probable,  however,  that  the  figures  gathered  on  these  two  subjects 
and  the  conclusions  reached  are  not  always  absolutely  in  accord  with 
these  requirements. 

The  main  facts  concerning  these  matters  in  the  Williamsport 
schools  may  be  gained  from  the  four  tables  published  in  the  district 
report  and  entitled  special  promotions,  overtime  in  grade  work,  pro- 
motions at  close  of  the  year,  and  ages  of  pupils  by  grades.  In  con- 
sulting these  tables  it  should  be  understood  that  in  our  schools  the 
word  promotions  means  advancement  from  one  year's  work  to  an- 
other, and  not  from  division  to  division  of  the  same  year,  and  that 
the  ages  of  pupils  are  taken  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 

In  order  to  prevent  what  is  called  the  "lock-step"  method  in  pro- 
motion several  different  plans  are  in  operation  in  our  schools.  In 
each  year  or  grade  there  are  several  divisions  of  different  grade,  in 
order  that  the  step  from  one  of  these  divisions  to  the  next  or  from  the 
highest  division  of  one  grade  to  the  lowest  division  of  the  next  is  an 
easy  one.  This  enables  us,  or  should  enable  us,  to  promote  the  bright 
pupil  as  rapidly  as  his  progress  permits.  Occasionally  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  a  pupil  whose  advancement  has  been  exceptional  may  be 
promoted  to  the  next  grade,  or  at  the  end  of  the  year,  such  a  pupil 
may  be  promoted  entirely  over  a  grade.  The  latter  thing  is  done 
only  in  cases  where  the  pupils  are  able  in  some  way  to  make  up  the 
essential  parts  of  the  course  that  have  been  missed. 

An  examination  of  the  table  of  special  promotions  shows  that  these 
plans  were  not  completely  effective,  since  only  72  pupils  or  about 
1  1-3  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  pupils  were  prepared  to  take 
advantage  of  these  arrangements.  This  multiplied  by  nine  would 
give  678  pupils  or  about  12  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  pupils 
who  are  able  to  gain  a  year  in  the  grades  below  the  high  school. 
However,  an  examination  of  the  table  of  ages  of  pupils  by  grades 
shows  that  these  figures  are  still  too  large  and  that  only  about  350 
pupils  are  ahead  of  their  grade  one  year,  and  about  70  ahead  of 
their  grade  two  years,  making  a  total  of  about  420  pupils,  or  less 
than  10  per  cent  of  the  total  number.  When  we  consider  that  in  Wil- 
liamsport the  elementary  course  is  nine  years  instead  of  eight  years 
as  in  most  cities  it  is  very  evident  that  we  take  too  long  to  get  the 
bright  pupils  through  the  grades.  It  is  apparent  that  the  logical 
conclusion  of  this  matter  is  an  extension  of  the  term  to  nine  and  one- 
half  or  ten  months,  a  shortening  of  the  course  in  the  grades  to  eight 
years,  and  some  further  improvement  in  the  plans  made  to  advance 
the  bright  pupils. 

Reports  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  our  Board  showing 
what  efforts  are  made  in  the  schools  to  keep  the  slow  pupil  from 
getting  behind.  His  case  is  carefully  studied  and  he  is  given  special 
attention  designed  to  keep  him  up  to  grade.     But  in  spite  of  this 
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work,  the  number  of  retarded  pupils  in  our  schools  is  quite  consider- 
able. According  to  the  table  of  overtime  in  grade  work  there  are  682 
such  pupils  in  the  grades.  This  means  that  about  14  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number  of  pupils  for  one  cause  or  another  fall  behind.  In 
the  reports  made  by  the  teachers  on  this  subject  the  most  important 
causes  assigned  for  this  are  mental  dullness,  physical  defects  and 
illness,  irregular  attendance,  and  transfers  from  one  school  to  an- 
other. In  an  investigation  made  last  winter  it  was  learned  and  re- 
ported to  the  Board  that  there  are  at  least  14  feeble-minded  children 
in  the  schools  who  make  no  perceptible  progress.  In  addition  to  these 
there  is  quite  a  class  of  slow  children  whom  no  teaching  or  manage- 
ment can  quite  keep  up  to  grade.  Ketardation  because  of  illness 
cannot  be  charged  to  the  schools  nor  retardation  because  of  physical 
defects  that  cannot  or  will  not  be  attended  to  by  the  parents.  On 
the  other  hand,  retardation  caused  by  transfers  as  well  as  that 
caused  by  inexcusable  irregular  attendance  or  by  lack  of  interest 
in  the  pupil  by  the  teacher  can  and  should  be  prevented. 


WINTON— J.  J.  Judge. 


Our  schools  closed  June  Oth  after  a  prosperous  and  successful 
term  of  nine  months.  1  believe  that  our  schools  are  better  to-day 
than  ever  before.  The  discipline,  interest,  application  and  attend- 
ance of  the  pupils  have  been  good,  and  the  teachers  have  worked  hard 
to  raise  the  educational  standard  of  our  schools. 

I  was  partly  successful  in  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance law.  Employers  of  children  were  notified  to  furnish  me 
with  the  names  of  children  as  required  by  law.  I  found  that  one 
hundred  and  lifteen  were  employed  who  were  under  the  legal  age. 
Parents  were  then  notified  to  obey  the  law  and  in  most  cases  the 
children  returned  to  school.  Sixteen  parents  who  refused  to  com- 
ply were  arrested,  and  after  paying  the  fine  and  costs  they  sent 
their  children  back  to  school. 

Two  teachers  were  added  to  the  teaching  force  during  the  year 
and  the  schools  are  still  crowded. 

Two  schools  were  furnished  during  the  year  and  all  of  the  build- 
ings were  equipped  with  fire  escapes. 

A  new  physical  laboratory  will  be  placed  in  our  high  school  next 
year. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  raised  sufficient  money  by  socials  and  en- 
tertainments to  purchase  a  new  upright  piano  for  the  high  school. 
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YOEK— A.  Wanner. 


A  new  twelve  room  brick  school  house  was  erected  during  the  year 
and  will  be  occupied  in  the  fall.  The  building  will  be  heated  by  steam 
and  satisfactory  ventilation  secured  by  the  use  of  fans. 

Whilst  there  were  few  changes  in  the  general  scope  of  school  work 
special  attention  was  given  to  method.  Leading  and  essential  fea- 
tures of  the  course  of  study  were  accentuated.  Teachers  were  re- 
quired to  eliminate  and  select  subject  matter.  Effort  was  effectively 
and  economically  directed.  Self-help,  close  application  in  school 
and  individual  effort  were  persistently  fostered  in  pupils. 

The  work  in  manual  training  was  slightly  extended  over  that  of 
last  year.  The  want  of  funds  prevents  its  more  rapid  installation. 
Opportunity  was  given  to  boys  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades,  in  two  of  the  large  buildings,  to  do  a  limited  amount  of 
bench  work.  At  the  same  time  an  equivalent  in  constructive  work 
was  added  to  the  girls'  course.    The  results  were  very  gratifying. 

The  ungraded  special  school,  referred  to  at  length  in  the  annual 
report  for  1907,  maintained  its  high  state  of  efficiency.  Pupils  who 
were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  work  in  the  regular  grades,  were 
loyal  and  interested  members  of  the  special  school.  Manual  train 
ing  attracted  them  and  furnished  a  motive  which  led  to  rapid 
progress  in  the  ordinary  school  branches. 

A  manual  training  exhibit  constituted  one  of  the  features  marking 
the  close  of  the  school  year. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


OF 


State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  Our  total  enrollment  of  students  in  the  normal  department 
was  896,  and  in  the  model  school  230.  They  represented  44  counties 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  15  other  states,  territories  and  countries.  Our 
need  of  additional  room  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
year  200  students  from  a  distance  were  obliged  to  lodge  and  board 
in  the  town,  in  addition  to  the  425  students  who  were  thus  accom- 
modated in  the  school  building.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  our  trustees 
are  looking  forward  to  early  and  extensive  improvements  for  the 
accommodation  of  more  students. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  178.  Their  average  age  was  20.51 
years.  Fifty -five  were  graduates  of  high  schools  with  four  years 
courses ;  48  were  graduates  of  high  schools  with  three  years  courses 
or  had  attended  high  schools  for  three  years;  33  were  graduates  of 
high  schools  with  two  years  courses,  or  had  attended  high  schools 
for  two  years;  15  had  attended  high  schools  for  one  year;  27  had 
come  from  grammar  or  ungraded  schools,  although  a  considerable 
number  of  these  had  already  taught,  as  there  were  37  experienced 
teachers  in  the  class.  The  average  attendance  of  the  entire  class  at 
the  normal  school  was  2.63  years.  All  but  two  members  of  the  class 
expect  to  teach,  although  a  few  of  them  will  take  college  courses 
before  teaching.  The  members  of  the  class  have  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful in  securing  positions  as  teachers. 
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An  important  feature  here  is  an  alumni  loan  fund,  established  by 
the  Alumni  Association  of  the  school,  which  now  amounts  to  more 
than  $2,000  and  is  largely  increased  each  year  through  the  generosity 
of  the  members  of  the  Alumni  Association.  This  fund  is  loaned  to 
worthy  students  without  interest,  and  repaid  by  them  after  gradu- 
ation. More  than  fifty  students  have  been  thus  aided  in  securing  an 
education  to  prepare  for  teaching  through  this  fund,  and  not  a  cent 
of  the  fund  has  been  lost.  If  its  present  wise  management  continues 
this  will  one  day  grow  to  be  a  great  fund,  and  being  used  over  and 
over  in  this  way  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  many  ambitious  young 
people  of  limited  means. 

Our  second  annual  loan  exhibit  of  paintings  and  sculpture  was 
held  in  the  art  gallery  in  our  library  building  through  April,  1909. 
More  than  a  hundred  representative  paintings  were  loaned  by  the 
best  American  artists.  The  exhibition  attracted  much  attention  in 
West  Chester  and  surrounding  towns  and  cities,  and  was  of  much 
value  to  the  school. 

The  suggestion  of  the  State  Educational  Commission  that  the 
State  Legislature  should  take  steps  looking  toward  the  ownership 
and  management  in  some  wise  way  of  the  state  normal  schools  of 
Pennsylvania  by  the  state  itself  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
trustees  and  stockholders  of  this  school.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  the 
next  important  step  for  the  normal  schools  of  the  state  to  take,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  may  soon  be  accomplished. 

Our  enrollment  of  students  for  the  coming  year  is  even  larger  than 
for  the  past  year  and,  therefore,  larger  than  ever  at  this  time.  There 
is,  therefore,  every  prospect  of  a  still  more  successful  year  be- 
fore us. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  fifty-fifth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  Fall  term  of  1908  was  618 ;  the  Winter 
term  was  653,  and  the  Spring  term  of  1909,  833.  The  total 
number  of  graduates  receiving  the  first  diploma  in  the  regular  course 
was  107,  of  whom  two  had  previously  been  graduated  in  the  element 
ary  course;  seven  were  graduated  in  the  second  year  of  the  supple- 
mentary course,  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  pedagogics ;  five 
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were  graduated  in  the  first  year  of  the  supplementary  course,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  bachelor  of  pedagogies.  All  of  the  graduates 
attended  this  school  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  State,  and  all,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  who  are 
now  at  college,  are  now  employed  as  teachers. 

The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  a  successful  one. 
Measured  by  the  falsest  of  standards,  the  number  of  students  en- 
rolled, it  was  successful.  Measured  by  the  better  standard,  the 
amount  of  work  done  by  the  students,  it  was  eminently  successful. 
The  aim  of  this  institution  is  to  be  a  high  grade  normal  school.  Its 
object  is  not  to  enroll  a  great  number  of  students,  though  our  enroll- 
ment does  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  other  institutions  of  a  sim- 
ilar character.  It  challenges  comparison  with  leading  schools  of 
the  kind  in  other  States,  where  the  standard  of  training  teachers 
is  much  higher  than  in  Pennsylvania. 

I  repeat  two  important  recommendations  that  I  have  made  in 
my  former  report  to  the  State  Superintendent,  the  first  of  which 
is:  The  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  should  not  receive 
in  any  department  (except  the  model  school  i  any  students  that  are 
not  preparing  to  become  teachers.  To  receive  students  as  Pennsyl- 
vania Normal  Schools  now  receive  them — from  every  source — and  to 
try  to  conduct  "departments"'  of  various  kinds.  To  try  to  conduct  high 
schools  as  part  of  the  Normal  school,  bring  us  into  constant  com- 
petition with  academies,  preparatory  schools,  musical  conservatories, 
commercial  "colleges,"  and  public  high  schools,  dissipating  our  en- 
ergies, making  enemies  needlessly  and  preventing  us  from  doing  the 
work  we  pretend  to  do  and  advertise  that  we  are  doing. 

The  second  recommendation  is  to  the  effect  that  a  limit  should  be 
placed  upon  the  amount  paid  by  the  State  to  the  students  of  any 
one  State  Normal  School  for  free  tuition.  This  limit  should  be 
placed  high  enough  so  that  the  larger  schools  could  conduct  their 
educational  departments  withoul  embarrassment;  but  there  should 
be  a  limit.  Such  a  limit  would  tend  to  build  up  the  smaller  schools 
and  make  educationally  stronger  the  larger  schools  by  bringing  be- 
fore the  school  authorities  another  and  better  ideal  for  the  measure 
of  efficiency  than  mere  numbers. 

The  craze  for  big  schools  makes  it  easy  for  disgruntled  students 
of  one  Normal  School  to  find  a  hearty  welcome  in  another  Normal 
School.  This  should  not  be.  Nor  should  agents  of  one  Normal  School 
offer  financial  inducements  to  the  students  of  another  school  who 
happen  to  be  good  football  players.  Kegulate  the  size  of  Normal 
Schools,  and  many  evils  will  vanish.  Fail  to  do  this,  and  we  shall 
continue  to  fail  to  do  our  duty  to  the  State. 

I  desire  to  offer  another  recommendation  of  equal  importance,  to 
the  effect  that  our  Normal  School  course  should  be  increased  aca- 


No.  5.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  267 

demically  and  professionally  so  as  to  include  in  the  academic  work 
at  least  the  studies  required  of  good  high  schools,  as  outlined  in  the 
Manual  for  Borough  and  Township  High  Schools  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction.  The  law  making  appropriations  to 
high  schools  should  be  so  worded  (as  it  formerly  was)  as  not  to  re- 
quire a  knowledge  of  Latin  or  Greek  in  order  for  a  person  to  teach 
in  borough  and  township  high  schools,  but  the  applicant  should  be 
allowed  to  substitute  for  Latin  an  equivalent  amount  of  German, 
or  French,  preferably  German.  It  is  well  known  that  the  influence 
of  the  ordinary  classical  course  in  colleges  is  waning,  and  to  re- 
quire Latin  from  high  school  teachers  leads  them  to  introduce  it  into 
the  borough  and  township  high  school  to  the  great  disadvantage  of 
the  student.  Everyone  knows  of  the  dishonesty  universally  practiced 
in  the  study  of  Latin  in  colleges  and  high  schools.  The  effect  of  this 
dishonesty  upon  the  youth  of  our  Commonwealth  is  appalling.  The 
old  notion  that  a  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek  is  necessary  to  an  ed- 
ucated person  has  long  since  been  exploded.  An  article  in  the 
Popular  Science  Monthly  for  October,  1909,  claims  that  between  the 
value  of  German  and  Latin  in  the  work  in  English  the  advantage  is 
with  German.  I  quote  from  the  article:  k'It  is  thus  plain  that,  in 
so  far  as  our  experience  gives  light,  and  contrary  to  the  old  super- 
stition, a  year's  German  helps  a  student's  work  in  English  more 
than  a  year's  Latin."  I  quote  also  the  following  striking  inference 
made  by  the  author  in  his  study  of  "Latin  vs.  German."  "The  more 
Latin  and  the  less  German  a  student  has,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  need 
financial  assistance."  The  reports  of  the  United  States  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  show  that  the  proportion  of  students  taking 
Latin  is  not  increasing  while  the  proportion  taking  German  is  in- 
creasing faster  than  that  taking  any  other  subject. 

When  the  State  was  discussing  the  codified  school  law  which  met 
so  untimely  a  fate  last  year,  I  was  opposed  to  the  passage  in  the 
new  law  to  have  the  Commonwealth  buy  the  Normal  Schools,  be- 
cause it  seemed  to  me  that  the  State  Normal  Schools,  being 
private  corporations  devoted  to  the  public  good,  were  entitled  to 
the  high  regard  of  every  intelligent  citizen,  who  had  a  reason  for 
being  proud  of  them  as  evidences  of  private  benefactions  to  a  noble 
cause — the  training  of  teachers  for  the  public  schools.  But  I  am 
beginning  to  feel  that  the  only  way  to  make  the  Normal  Schools  bear 
the  relation  to  the  public  schools  that  they  should  bear  is  to  place 
them  more  fully  than  they  now  are  under  the  control  of  the  Depart 
ment  of  Public  Instruction. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  death  of  two  members 
of  our  Board  of  Trustees,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Jacob  M.  Frantz,  died 
on  the  16th  of  February  after  an  illness  of  several  months.  Mr. 
Frantz  was  a  member  of  this  Board  of  Trustees  since  the  organization 
of  the  school  in  1855.    He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
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school,  was  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  was  proud  of 
its  material  development.  On  the  26th  of  April,  Hon.  Sam  Matt 
Fridy,  who  had  been  a  member  of  this  Board  of  Trustees  for  21  years 
died  at  his  home  in  Mountville,  Pa.  Mr.  Fridy's  long  public  life  in 
Harrisburg  and  elsewhere  added  strength  and  standing  to  this  in- 
stitution. 

At  the  meeting  of  stockholders  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  Hon. 
A.  W.  Snader,  of  New  Holland,  Pa.,  and  Hon.  A.  J.  Stober,  of  Schoe- 
neck,  Pa.,  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  succeed 
the  deceased  members.  These  gentlemen  have  long  been  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  Millersville  school  and  will  prove  efficient  members 
of  our  Board. 

In  the  Fall  of  1907  the  school  had  several  mild  cases  of  scarlatina. 
The  difficulty  of  properly  isolating  these  cases  impressed  the  Board 
of  Trustees  with  the  necessity  of  having  an  infirmary.  Several  years 
ago  a  cottage  was  purchased  for  an  infirmary  but  never  used.  This 
cottage  was  sold,  and  a  new  and  comfortable  two-story  building,  with 
steam  heat,  bath  rooms,  hot  and  cold  water,  cemented  basement, 
with  cooking  equipment  and  laundry  appliances,  proper  sewerage 
connections,  etc.,  was  fitted  up,  following  the  suggestions  of  the 
county  medical  inspector  and  representative  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  in  Lancaster  county.  The  building  is  a  double  building,  the 
two  sides  being  entirely  separate,  one  part  for  ladies,  and  one  for 
gentlemen.  It  is  properly  isolated  and  conveniently  located,  and 
is  connected  with  the  different  buildings  by  telephone. 

All  of  the  buildings  and  the  different  halls  in  the  main  buildings 
have  been  connected  with  an  intercommunicating  system  of  tele- 
phones, which  have  proved  a  great  convenience. 

On  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  ice  last  winter,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  school  to  install  a  refrigerating  plant.  This  was  done,  and  it 
has  given  us  excellent  service. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  work  here  is  largely  in  advance  of  the 
course  laid  out  for  the  Normal  Schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  both 
academically  and  professionally,  the  school  has  opened  for  the  new 
year  with  a  largely  increased  attendance. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  return  my  fhanks  to  the  distinguished  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction  and  his  able  deputies  for  the 
many  acts  of  kindness  received  at  their  hands  and  for  their  efforts 
constantly  and  wisely  directed  to  render  the  Normal  School  system 
of  the  Slate  more  efficient  and  more  worthy  of  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  educational  public. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  Rothermel,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1908-9  was  one  of  progress.  The  attendance 
was  large,  and  the  work  in  all  the  departments  was  good.  The  work 
of  enlarging  the  plant  and  making  it  more  efficient  was  continued. 
The  infirmary  begun  the  preceding  year  was  completed.  This  build- 
ing is  large  and  substantial,  and  well  equipped.  It  was  put  to  use 
for  the  first  time  in  the  spring  of  1909. 

During  the  summer  vacation  several  improvements  which  add 
both  to  the  comfort  of  students  and  teachers  were  made.  Granolithic 
walks  were  laid,  taking  the  place  of  the  long-used  cinder  and  board 
pathways,  connecting  the  various  buildings  with  one  another,  and 
with  the  new  gymnasium.  Gutters  of  the  same  permanent  material 
have  replaced  wooden  ones  which  conveyed  water  from  spouting 
on  the  main  building  over  the  front  campus  to  the  highway  sewers. 

But  the  most  attractive  improvement  made  during  the  year  was 
the  frescoing  of  the  auditorium  or  chapel,  in  tints  restful  to  the 
eye,  and  of  pleasing  design.  The  tinted  walls  set  off  finely  the  en- 
gravings and  statutary  which  have  been  presented  to  the  school  by 
different  bodies  of  students. 

The  most  recent  contributions  of  this  kind  is  a  picture  of  the  boy 
hood  home  of  John  Howard  Payne,  by  the  speakers  at  the  anniversary 
of  the  Philo  Literary  Society.  A  bronze  tablet  bearing  the  words  of 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  address  was  presented  by  the  speakers  at  the 
anniversary  of  the  Keystone  Literary  Society.  The  bronze  tablet 
is  mounted  on  a  finely  polished  sylvan  green  serpentine  slab,  and 
the  whole  set  against  the  wall  of  the  corridor  leading  to  the  chapel. 

The  class  of  1909  presented  to  the  school  beautiful  marble  steps 
for  the  main  entrance  to  the  Model  School  building. 

During  the  year  the  school  lost  one  of  its  most  progressive  trustees 
in  the  death  of  Dr.  Robert  W.  Young,  Slatington,  Pa.  Dr.  Young 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  for  almost  nine  years,  and  during 
all  these  years  he  was  regular  in  his  attendance,  and  faithful  in 
(he  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  made  every  effort  to  ascertain  the 
needs  of  the  school  and  to  promote  its  welfare.  He  ever  advocated 
the  idea  that  the  best  in  material  equipment  and  in  instruction  is 
not  too  good  for  those  who  come  here  for  knowledge  and  guidance. 
He  became  personally  acquainted  with  practically  every  member  of 
the  factulty,  and  between  him  and  them  a  strong  bond  of  friendship 
was  developed. 


270  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.      '  Off.  Doc. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  Professor  George  C.  Young  for  many 
years  the  director  of  music  in  this  institution  severed  his  relations 
with  the  school.  His  physical  condition  compelled  him  to  take  this 
course  to  the  great  regret  of  the  trustees  and  the  faculty.  Professor 
Young  loved  his  baton  and  his  piano,  and  by  his  faithful,  conscien- 
tious and  efficient  work  endeared  himself  to  the  student  body.  His 
qualities  of  leadership  were  recognized  by  all,  and  all  regretted 
that  he  could  not  continue  the  work  he  directed  with  such  skill  and 
ability  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 


FOURTH   DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


B.  L.  Kemp.  Principal. 


This  has  been  a  year  of  marked  prosperity  with  us.  We  have  made 
progress  definitely  in  many  ways.  We  have  had  the  largest  attend- 
ance in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  the  attendance  has  not  only  been 
Larger  in  number,  but  the  percentage  of  those  who  had  previously 
graduated  from  high  schools  is  larger  than  usual.  At  least  95  out 
of  128  graduates  were  high  school  graduates  before  entering  our 
school. 

We  devote  special  attention  to  the  development  of  our  library,  and 
this  year  has  seen  in  this  also  remarkable  growth. 

During  the  year  the  new  Model  School  building  was  completed, 
and  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  contractor.  While  unable  to  use 
the  part  of  the  building  especially  devoted  to  the  Model  School,  we 
were  able  to  room  students  in  the  dormitory  portion  of  it.  We 
feel  sure  that  these  rooms  are  unexcelled  by  any  other  in  the  state. 

Our  experience  makes  us  feel  more  and  more  keenly  the  defects  in 
the  Normal  course  of  study.  While  we  recognize  that  it  is  a  sound 
principle  always  to  have  academic  studies  in  the  Normal  course, 
we  feel  that  in  our  course  in  Pennsylvania  the  academic  work  in 
the  last  two  years  is  entirely  too  heavy,  and  crowds  out  much  needed 
professional  work.  A  number  of  the  studies  in  the  middle  and  senior 
years  are  nothing  more  than  high  school  studies  that  should  be 
well  taken  care  of  before  the  middle  year  is  reached.  One  of  the 
most  unfortunate  features  of  all  is  the  fact  that  there  is  too  much 
of  a  break  between  the  junior  and  middle  years.  The  junior  year  is 
no  better  than  the  last  year  in  a  good  grammar  school  and  it  should 
really  be  at  least  equal  to  the  third  year  in  a  high  school.    It  is  very 
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annoying  to  have  students  out  of  a  town  school  drop  out  of  that 
school,  enter  a  Normal  School  and  graduate  just  as  soon  from  the 
Normal  School  as  they  would  have  graduated  from  their  town  high 
school.    This  should  be  impossible. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


At  this,  the  close  of  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  a 
very  prosperous  and  successful  year.  Judged  by  the  customary 
standards  employed  in  estimating  schools,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  past  years  has  been  one  of  marked  excellence.  The 
spirit  of  the  school  has  been  tine  in  every  sense.  The  quality  of  the 
work  done  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  promise  of  the  future  has 
been  most  encouraging.  From  the  standpoint  of  numbers  we  are 
privileged  to  report  a  substantial  increase  each  term  of  the  year  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year.  Not 
counting  our  model  school,  we  showed  an  enrollment  for  the  fall 
term  of  367,  for  the  winter  term,  411,  and  for  the  spring  term,  471, 
making  597  different  students  during  the  year.  Of  these  there  were 
presented  to  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  passed  by  them  sixty 
seniors,  eighty-seven  middlers  and  one  hundred  fourteen  juniors,  be- 
sides thirteen  persons  who  offered  advanced  work,  three  of  whom 
completed  the  requirements  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy. 
We  may  also  report  six  persons  fully  equipped  to  supervise  the  work 
in  music  in  the  public  schools,  four  in  drawing  and  one  in  elocution. 
Examination  of  the  members  of  the  senior  class  shows  that  their  aver- 
age age  at  graduation  is  just  a  trifle  over  21J  years.  The  average 
time  of  attendance  at  a  Normal  School  is  three  years.  Among  the 
members  of  this  graduating  class  there  were  those  who  had  taught 
an  aggregate  of  forty  years,  and  twenty-six  had  received  a  High  school 
training. 

Our  own  experiences  here  in  Mansfield,  and  a  quite  thorough  study 
of  the  Normal  School  situation  as  presented  in  other  states  of  the 
union,  have  fully  convinced  me  that  the  emphasis  placed  upon  the 
academic  branches  in  the  Pennsylvania  Normal  Schools  is  the  most 
valuable  element  in  our  entire  work.  We  are  doing  in  conjunction 
with  the  professional  labors  of  the  Normal  Schools  the  very  thing 
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which  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  other  Normal  Schools  of  America 
think  ought  to  be  done.  I  entertain  the  hope,  therefore,  that  the  time 
may  never  come  when  admission  to  the  Pennsylvania  Normal  Schools 
will  be  confined  to  persons  who  have  completed  a  High  School  course; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  I  think  we  are  now  ready  to  organize  our  work 
by  selecting  from  the  existing  course  subjects  that  will  require  Two 
years  of  effort  on  the  part  of  those  who  enter  as  graduates  from  ap- 
proved high  schools,  due  credit  being  given  to  such  graduates  for 
work  satisfactorily  completed  in  the  high  school,  but  not  for  work 
that  was  done  in  their  Grammar  school  days. 

On  the  side  of  our  material  equipment,  I  am  able  to  report  a  year 
of  marked  advancement.  One  year  ago  I  reported  to  you  the  comple- 
tion of  many  things  highly  advantageous  to  the  school's  life  and 
work.  This  year  I  report  the  completion  of  what  is  here  known  as 
North  Hall,  the  building  primarily  designed  for  ladies,  thus  rendering 
this  one  of  the  very  finest  buildings  connected  with  the  secondary 
schools  of  Pennsylvania.  Without  specifying  them  in  detail,  I  may 
add  that  very  many  things  have  been  done  upon  the  gounds  and 
throughout  the  buildings  to  add  to  the  influence  they  exert  in  refining 
and  thus  educating  the  young  people  who  are  placed  in  our  care. 

Comparatively  few  changes  have  come  to  us  in  our  faculty  for  the 
next  year,  and  we  look  forward,  therefore,  to  a  year  requiring  but  few 
adjustments  and  filled,  accordingly,  with  almost  unbroken  activity. 


S1NTH  DISTRICT  — BLOOMSBPUG. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  addition  to  the  statisti- 
cal report  of  the  fortieth  year  of  this  institution,  which  is  herewith 
submitted. 

Good  health  was  a  noticeable  characteristic  of  the  students  through- 
out tbe  year.  Two  of  the  leading  agencies  contributing  to  these  re- 
sults were,  doubtless,  the  location  of  the  school  and  the  attention  given 
to  physical  culture.  The  earnest  Normal  School  spirit  distinguishing 
this  class  of  educational  institutions  was  strongly  manifest. 

The  well-established  custom  of  leaving  a  class  memorial  took,  this 
year,  the  form  of  the  preparation  and  equipment,  at  the  cost  of  sev- 
eral hundreds  of  dollars,  of  a  social  room  for  the  young  men,  by  the 
graduating  class,  and  it  is  very  highly  appreciated  by  those  for  whom 
it  was  intended. 
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While  no  additional  building  has  been  erected  during  the  year,  there 
have  been  many  minor  improvements  in  the  way  of  extension  and  re- 
arrangement, that  have  materially  promoted  efficiency. 

The  school  library  has  become  a  resort  of  persons  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  needing  to  consult  books  and  other  forms  of  literature. 
It  is  the  set  policy  of  the  Board  to  add  a  constant  supply  of  works 
valuable  to  the  several  departments  of  the  school,  and  to  have  a 
trained  librarian  in  charge. 

School  life  has  been  enriched  by  putting  trained  specialists,  not 
only  into  the  professional  departments  and  other  class  rooms,  but 
also  into  the  library,  the  laboratory,  the  gymnasium,  and  on  the 
athletic  field. 

A  fine  compliment  is  being  paid  to  the  training  of  teachers  in  the 
Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  extended  employment  of  our 
graduates  in  neighboring  states. 

The  regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  largely 
attended  and  greatly  benefit  the  institution  by  awakening  interest 
and  stimulating  action  in  things  relating  to  its  welfare. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBUEG. 


S.  A.  Martin,  Principal. 


"Happy  is  the  land  that  has  no  history."  If  this  be  true  and  appli- 
cable to  schools  as  well  as  lands,  we  have  good  claims  to  the  congratu- 
lations of  our  friends.  The  school  year  closing  June  24,  1909  has  been 
exceptionally  free  from  incidents  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  school 
life. 

The  attendance  has  been  good,  slightly  larger  than  any  former  year. 
The  students  were  better  prepared  and  have  attained  a  higher  aver- 
age of  scholarship.  The  health  record  the  best  for  many  years.  "No 
evil  has  befallen  us  nor  any  plague  come  nigh  our  dwelling." 

We  have  not  enlarged  our  "plant"  during  the  year,  but  have  spent 
some  ten  thousand  dollars  on  improvements  and  betterments  of  our 
rooms  and  equipment. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  term  we  introduced  military  drill  for 
our  boys  in  place  of  the  usual  gymnastic  exercises.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity  to  secure  arms  at  very  moderate  prices,  we  were 
able  to  furnish  each  student  with  a  good  practical  gun;  and,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  State  Orphan  School  at  Scotland,  Ave  secured  the 
18—5—1909 


274  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

valuable  services  of  Col.  C.  W.  Bambrick  to  conduct  the  exercises  and 
teach  the  Manual  of  Arms.  We  are  delighted  with  the  results  of 
this  experiment. 

Our  Commencement  Address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Eobert  Bridges 
of  New  York — Editor  of  Scribners  Magazine — one  of  our  former  stu- 
dents and  a  native  of  Shippensburg.  The  opportunity  to  show  our  ap- 
preciation of  our  own  people,  and  the  charming  address  he  gave  us 
combined  to  make  the  occassion  unusually  pleasant. 

The  attendance  of  the  Alumni  was  very  large  and  their  exercises 
well  prepared  and  delightful.  They  were  able  to  add  some  three 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Alumni  Fund  for  Students  Aid. 

Our  only  serious  complaint  of  what  the  year  has  brought  is  that  it 
did  not  bring  us  sufficient  appropriation  from  the  State  to  build  a 
Model  School  which  we  so  sorely  need. 


EIGHTH  DISTEICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  E.   Flickinger,   Principal. 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  Central  State 
Normal  School  for  the  school  year  of  1908-11)09.  The  average  atten- 
dance during  the  entire  year  was  higher  than  ever  before.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  students  was  satisfactory  and  the  work  of  the  faculty  was 
excellent.  Very  few  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  ex- 
cepting such  as  pertained  to  supplies  and  apparatus.  The  library  is 
in  a  high  state  of  efficiency  and  is  being  increased  as  rapidly  as  the 
funds  will  allow.  It  is  very  popular  with  our  students  and  the  re- 
sults from  its  use  are  highly  beneficial. 

Last  year,  as  heretofore,  our  student  teachers  were  compelled  to 
teach  daily  during  more  than  half  the  school  year.  The  effect  of  this 
practice  is  very  beneficial.  Our  Model  School  has  a  good  attendance 
and  represents  nine  grades  including  the  Kindergarten,  consequently 
the  student  teachers  have  ample  opportunity  for  the  necessary  prac- 
tice work. 

During  the  summer  vacation,  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  made 
many  needed  improvements  which  will  be  very  helpful  for  the  school 
year  of  1909-1910.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  school  year  are 
better  than  at  any  time  before. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  School  Department,  our  Board  of  Trustees 
and  the  newspapers  of  our  city  for  courtesies  and  for  their  generous 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  school. 
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NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


James  E.  Anient,  Principal. 


Since  making  the  Principal's  report  for  this  institution  for  the 
school  year,  closing,  July  1st,  1908,  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  ex- 
pended large  sums  in  making  very  much  needed  repairs  which  have 
brought  the  condition  of  our  plant  to  a  very  high  state  of  excellence. 
The  property  now  presents  an  appearance  of  thrift  throughout,  where 
formerly  no  other  descriptive  word  applied  than  dilapidation. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are,  in  process  of  erection,  two  additions 
to  buildings  on  this  campus — one  to  afford  enlargement  of  the  dining 
hall;  the  other  to  give  more  room  for  girl  students.  The  addition  to 
the  dining  room  will  cost,  in  round  numbers,  $6,000 ;  that  to  the  girls' 
dormitory  will  cost,  in  round  numbers,  $42,000,  the  two  additions  to 
be  turned  over  complete  in  every  way,  excepting  as  to  furniture. 

The  plans  for  these  additions  were  made  by  the  Principal.  The  ad- 
dition to  the  dining  room  will  enlarge  its  capacity  by  about  180  seats 
at  table.  The  addition  to  the  girls'  dormitory  will  give  us  room  for 
about  60  more  girls.  This  addition  is  practically  fire-proof.  At  the 
time  the  plans  for  this  addition  were  made,  it  was  thought  it  would 
relieve  our  overcrowded  condition.  In  this,  however,  we  are  doomed 
to  disappointment,  as  at  the  present  time  nearly  one  hundred  girls 
have  rooms  in  private  families,  and  are  waiting  anxiously  to  come 
into  the  dormitory.  In  addition  to  this,  we  had  approximately  two 
hundred  applications  from  students  who  would  have  been  glad  to 
come  to  Indiana  this  year,  had  we  been  able  to  provide  rooms  for 
them  in  our  dormitories. 

On  the  material  side,  we  need  enlargement  not  only  for  the  girls'1 
dormitory,  but  for  the  boys'  dormitory  as  well.  In  addition  to  this, 
our  institution  stands  in  great  need  of  gymnasia,  and  a  new  and  en 
larged  heating  plant. 

During  the  year,  closing,  July  1,  1909,  the  institution  enjoyed  stead.) 
growth.  Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,245  as  against  1,103 
for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  1,245  enrolled,  231  belonged  to  the 
Model  School. 

Our  teaching  and  office  force  now  includes  46  different  persons. 
With  this  force,  we  can  take  excellent  care  of  the  present  very  large 
student  body — the  largest  in  the  history  of  our  school — but  if  the 
growth  of  the  school  continues,  we  shall  need  more  teachers,  and  shall 
face  the  absolute  need  of  more  class  rooms,  as  our  recitation  building 
is  now  full. 
20 
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There  have  been  a  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  our  faculty. 
Miss  Edith  Estes,  a  most  estimable  young  lady,  resigned  her  position 
as  teacher  of  Physical  Culture  for  girls,  on  acount  of  insufficient 
physical  strength  to  meet  its  requirements.  Mr  Benjamin  H.  VanOot 
resigned  his  position  with  us  to  enter  the  Manual  Training  teaching 
forces  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Miss  Margaret  Davis,  an  assistant  in  the 
English  Department,  resigned  her  position  to  become  Preceptress  in 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Lock  Haven.  Miss  Mabel  Fehmer  re- 
signed her  position  in  our  Conservatory  to  take  a  similar  place  in 
Wilson  College.  Miss  Lucy  May  Taylor,  who  had  been  with  the  insti- 
tution for  a  number  of  years  as  a  teacher  in  the  Commercial  School, 
gave  up  the  work  of  teaching  this  year.  Miss  Louisa  A.  Van  Dyke, 
who  came  to  us  last  January  to  fill  the  position  of  assistant  in 
Psychology  and  Pedagogy,  rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof. 
Leon  E.  Bell  to  accept  an  offer  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  did  not  care  to  remain  with  us  longer  than  the  close 
of  the  year.  Miss  Edith  Purdie,  of  the  Modern  Language  Department, 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Detroit  City  High  School. 

The  new  members  coming  into  the  faculty  give  promise  of  great  ex- 
cellence, and  we  feel  we  have  a  splendid  force  for  the  work  of  the  year. 

The  faculty  of  this  school  sent  up  for  examination  under  the  State 
Board,  appointed  by  you,  151  Juniors,  133  Middlers  and  99  Seniors. 
I  am  very  happy  to  say  that  these  students,  without  exception,  passed 
a  very  creditable  examination,  and  were  unanimously  passed  in  the 
examination  taken  by  them  before  the  Board.  This  school  enjoys  a 
very  high  reputation  among  its  patrons  for  its  careful  and  thorough 
work,  and  its  present  executive  wishes  to  assure  the  Department  of 
Education  that  his  earnest  wish  is  to  have  this  reputation  constantly 
augmented. 

During  the  summer,  all  our  graduates  were  well  placed,  and  many 
of  them  were  placed  in  the  position  of  having  to  refuse  offers  in  some 
of  the  best  public  schools  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


John  D.  Meese,  Acting  Principal. 


The  effort  to  make  the  Southwestern  State  Normal  School  strictly 
an  institution  for  the  training  of  those  who  look  forward  to  teaching 
as  a  profession  is  succeeding.  Nor  has  the  new  departure  led  to  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  students,  as  was  fondly  prophesied,  but 
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rather  to  the  contrary.  The  school  at  the  end  of  the  year  enjoys  a 
larger  enrollment  of  regular  students  than  ever  before.  The  new  de- 
parture means  much — means  everything — to  the  young  men  and 
women  who  throng  our  halls.  It  lends  dignity  to  their  calling  and 
adds  zest  to  their  labors.  The  attention  of  the  faculty  can  now  for  the 
first  time  in  the  school's  existence  be  centered  on  the  real  needs  of 
the  whole  student  body.  The  pranks  of  half  a  dozen  idlers  no  longer 
consume  the  energies  of  the  instructors.  The  loafer  and  the  sluggard 
belong  to  the  past,  and  take  their  place  with  the  trilobite  of  geology 
and  other  anthropods  of  antiquity. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  the  work  in  our  Training  De- 
partment was  greatly  amplified.  This  enlargement  made  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  closer  supervision  and  better  direction  than  the  de- 
partment had  hitherto  received.  With  this  end  in  view  the  Trustees 
called  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  to  take  charge  of  the  Model 
School.  Dr.  Davis  was  both  by  training  and  experience  well  qualified 
to  assume  the  heavy  task  of  organizing  and  unifying  the  various 
forces  of  the  school.  The  results  have  amply  justified  the  carrying 
out  of  the  new  plan. 

The  Trutsees  have  during  the  year  caused  many  minor  improve- 
ments to  be  made  on  and  about  the  plant.  The  grounds  and  build- 
ings "present  a  better  appearance  than  ever  before.  New  walks  have 
been  laid  here  and  there,  hedge  has  been  planted,  and  the  dormitories 
tind  other  buildings  much  improved  by  the  constructing  of  several 
bath  rooms  and  by  the  renovation  and  beautifying  of  several  class 
rooms.  Much  remains  to  be  done;  but  our  Board  will  move  forward 
with  all  needed  changes  and  additions  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

On  the  tuitional  side  the  progress  of  the  school  has  been  in  keeping 
with  that  made  on  the  material  side.  The  management  has  uniformly 
stood  for  thorough  work  along  modern  and  progressive  lines.  Situ- 
ated as  we  are,  near  the  center  of  probably  the  most  active  business 
region  in  the  United  States,  if  not  in  the  whole  world,  we  are  chal- 
lenged on  every  side  by  demands  for  skillful  teachers;  and  we  are 
stimulated  by  the  earnestness  and  ambition  of  a  splendid  crowd  of 
young  people  to  offer  the  very  best  we  can  to  those  who  patronize  the 
educational  market.  It  is  half  an  education  to  live  among  such  a 
people ;  it  is  all  of  it  to  be  prepared  to  meet  their  requirements. 

While  the  school  is  thus  fortunately  situated  and  while  its  friends 
view  with  satisfaction  the  progress  made  in  every  department,  they 
no  less  regret  the  necessity  of  being  compelled  to  make  the  record  of  a 
most  serious  loss.  Our  revered  Principal,  Dr.  Theodore  B.  Noss,  died 
Sunday,  February  28,  1909.  He  had  gone  to  Chicago  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  to  attend  the  mid-winter  session  of  the  N.  E.  A.  On 
arriving  in  the  city  he  was  already  very  ill  with  what  proved  to  be  an 
attack  of  pneumonia.     He  gradually  grew  worse  until  the  end  came. 


278  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  public  memorial  exercises  held  in  the  Normal  Chapel  were 
very  largely  attended  by  friends  from  near  and  far.  The  exercises 
were  peculiarly  impressive.  Short  addresses  were  marie  by  Reverend 
Mr.  Cameron,  Dr.  Murray,  Dr.  Crissman,  Dr.  Chubb,  Superintendent 
Hamilton,  Dr.  McMurry,  Hon.  Win.  J.  Bryan,  Dr.  Ehrenfield,  and  bj 
Principals  Anient,  Bigler  and  Maltby. 

Anything  we  might  say  in  this  report  could  add  nothing  to  the  just 
fame  Dr.  Noss  had  reached  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  gre^t 
man.  He  believed  in  a  large  measure  of  the  best  things.  He  be- 
queathed to  the  teachers  of  this  great  Commonwealth  the  example  of 
an  earnest  life  devoted  to  a  profound  study  of  the  nature  and  en- 
vironment of  children  and  of  the  means  for  improving  their  condition. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  at  a  meeting  held  early  in  March,  chose  the 
writer  of  these  notes  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Noss ;  and,  at  a 
subsequent  meeting,  they  elected  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  head  of  the  Training- 
Department,  as  Principal  for  the  coming  year.  The  new  principal 
is  a  man  well  schooled  both  by  training  and  experience  for  the  great 
work  to  which  he  is  called.  He  begins  the  new  year  with  the  cordial 
support  of  trustees,  faculty  and  students.  He  may  therefore  look 
forward  with  hope  to  a  year  of  pleasant  labor  and  of  worthy  results. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  KOCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby.  Principal. 


The  Slippery  Bock  State  Normal  School  closed  the  work  of  the  year 
with  commencement  exercises  Wednesday,  June  30,  1909.  One  hun- 
dred fifty-one  graduates  received  diplomas  At  the  annual  examina 
tion,  the  week  previous,  one  hundred  eighty-four  middlers  were  pro- 
moted to  the  senior  class,  and  one  hundred  sixty-three  juniors  were 
advanced  to  the  middle  class. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  past  was  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  school,  and  there  has  been  advancement  along  the  several  lines 
of  school  work. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  upon  the  grading  and  improve^ 
ment  of  the  campus.  A  new  road  has  been  laid  out  around  the  build- 
ings and  much  improvement  in  the  general  appearance  has  resulted. 
We  hope  to  have  eventually  as  fine  a  campus  as  can  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  State. 
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An  improvement  greatly  needed  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  a 
boiler-house  suited  to  the  general  needs  of  the  school.  Additional 
boilers  and  coal-bunkers  have  been  provided,  and  the  building  made  to 
harmonize  with  the  buildings  recently  erected.  The  entire  cost  will 
exceed  $5,000.  A  road  has  been  laid  out  for  the  ready  hauling  of  coal 
from  the  coal-banks  owned  by  the  school.  A  new  ceiling  in  orna- 
mental iron  work  adds  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  dining-room. 
Mam7  of  the  rooms  in  the  ladies'  dormitory  have  been  re-papered  and 
re-furnished. 

The  board  of  trustees  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  school  whenever  an  opportunity  has  offered.  The 
active  members  of  the  several  boards  of  trustees  for  the  normal  schools 
of  the  State  are  deserving  of  great  praise  for  their  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  improvement  of  these  schools. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  have  been  earnest  and  energetic  in  their 
efforts  to  build  up  the  reputation  of  the  school  and  to  advance  its  in- 
terests in  every  possible  way.  The  work  in  manual  training  has  been 
much  improved,  and  beautiful  work  is  done  along  lines  in  basketry  and 
«  ood-carving. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  notice  among  the  students  in  attendance 
several  young  men  from  the  foreign  population  working  in  our 
mines.  These  young  men  are  progressive,  and  the  youth  from  any 
land  may  be  trained  and  brought  upward  to  intelligent  thought  and 
action  in  regard  to  patriotic  citizenship.  The  theory  upon  which  the 
public  free  school  rests,  in  our  system  of  pupular  government,  is  that 
the  voters  should  have  intelligence  enough  to  perform  the  requisite 
duty  of  voting.  Education  is  in  reality  a  preparation  for  citizenship. 
Individual  and  social  welfare  depend  more  largely  than  has  ever  before 
been  acknowledged  upon  the  relations  existing  between  persons  and 
•  lasses  in  institutional  life,  and  such  new  aim  requires  that  great  at- 
tention be  paid  to  the  formation  of  patriotic  motives,  altruistic 
motives,  social  habits,  character. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
the  work  of  the  forty-ninth  year  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  the 
Twelfth  District. 

The  work  of  our  students  and  faculty  has  been  very  satisfactory  in- 
deed.    The  number  of  students  in  attendance  has  been  just  about  the 
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same  as  that  of  last  rear.  The  whole  number  of  different  students 
enrolled  during  the  year  was  770.  Our  graduating  class  in  all  de- 
partments numbered  148.  Many  of  the  graduating  class  had  received 
appointments  before  Commencement  Day.  A  few  have  entered  col- 
lege to  do  higher  work.  All  who  wish  to  teach  have  secured  positions 
with  one  exception.  This  indicates  that  Normal  graduates  are  in  de- 
mand in  this  and  other    states  more  than  ever  before. 

Nearly  one-third  of  the  last  graduating  class  was  composed  of  young 
men.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  percentage  of  young  men  in  this: 
State  Normal  School  is  very  good  as  compared  with  the  attendance 
of  young  men  in  other  Normal  Schools.  We  need  more  young  men  in 
the  teaching  profession  and  feel  we  should  encourage  young  men  to 
enter  our  Normal  Schools  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching. 

One  of  the  most  needed  improvements  that  lias  been  made  here  for 
a  number  of  years  was  the  completion  of  a  new  dormitory  for  our 
young  men.  It  is  said  by  competent  judges  that  this  is  one  of  the 
finest  dormitories  in  all  of  its  appointments  and  best  equipped  for  its 
purpose  of  any  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  plans  and  specifica- 
tions were  prepared  by  architect  W.  G.  Eckles,  of  New  Castle,  Pa. 
The  Trustees  of  this  Normal  School  were  the  contractors.  The  work 
was  let  to  subcontractors  and  superintended  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Grounds  and  Buildings  Committee,  Mr.  R.  J.  Wade.  We  congratulate 
ourselves  on  this  much  needed  addition  to  our  plant.  The  young  men 
and  teachers  who  occupy  the  new  hall  consider  it  a  most  pleasant  and 
convenient  school  home.  It  is  arranged  in  suites  of  rooms  and  will 
accommodate  about  100  students  and  teachers  Its  cost,  furnished, 
was  about  $35,000 

In  addition  to  this,  new  cement  sidewalks  and  the  grading  of  the 
south  campus  have  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  our  al- 
ready beautiful  grounds. 

A  new  brick  smoke  stack,  octagonal  in  form  was  erected  in  connec- 
tion with  our  power  plant.  It  is  a  splendid  stack  and  adds  greatly  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  power  plant.  This  was  erected  at  the  cost  of 
82,500. 

Our  special  needs  in  the  way  of  buildings  now  are:  a  new  Science 
Hall  and  a  laundry.  Our  science  equipment  is  very  good,  but  the 
building  occupied  for  this  purpose  is  old  and  antiquated.  It  was  the 
f:rst  building  on  the  grounds  and  was  used  for  school  purposes  in 
1 855.  It  has  served  its  day  and  must  now  give  way  to  a  better  and 
more  convenient  structure.  The  science  work  of  the  school  demands 
better  and  more  convenient  laboratories  and  class-room  facilities,  and 
for  this  reason  the  need  of  a  new  science  building  is  imperative.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  have  need  of  a  new  building  for  our  laundry  work. 
Our  present  laundry  building  is  a  little  old  wooden  structure  that  has 
been  in  use  for  forty  years.  It  is  simply  wornout,  dilapidated,  and 
unfit  for  use.     Our  trustees  are  alive  to  the  situation  but  need  help 
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from  the  State  for  both  buildings  here  mentioned.  We  shall  again 
ask  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  Science  Building  and  a  laundry. 

For  the  success  of  the  year's  work  in  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School,  great  credit  is  due  to  our  Board  of  Trustees.  They  have  been 
instant  in  season  and  out  of  season  for  the  wellfare  and  best  interests 
of  the  Normal  School.  They  have  worked  hard  and  pulled  together  in 
managing  the  affairs  of  this  institution.  The  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  this  school  has  been  the  pride  and  deep  concern  of  our  pro- 
gressive Board  of  Trustees. 

On  the  whole  the  year's  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and 
students  was  a  decided  success.  Every  department  contributed  its 
share  toward  making  the  school  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  Literary 
Societies  and  the  Religious  Societies  did  good  work  throughout  the 
year.  A  splendid  spirit  pervaded  the  work  on  the  part  of  the  teach- 
ers and  students.  The  prospects  for  good  work  for  the  coming  year 
are  bright. 

We  feel  like  extending  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  their  kindly  advice,  to  the  Press  for  their  good  words 
and  praise,  and  to  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  toward 
the  success  of  the  school  the  past  year. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


J.  George  Becht,  Principal. 


In  a  material  way  the  most  significant  event  of  the  year  was  the 
building  of  Navarre  Hall,  a  dormitory  for  the  use  of  girls.  The  cor- 
nerstone of  this  structure  was  laid  on  March  11th,  1909.  Among  the 
articles  deposited  in  the  stone  were  photographs  of  President  Taft, 
Governor  Stuart  and  State  Superintendent  Schaeffer.  Hon.  Emerson 
Collins,  of  Williamsport,  and  Samuel  K.  Clarke,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  made  the  principal  addresses.  The  building  is  de- 
signed in  modern  Spanish  style  of  architecture  and  is  constructed  of 
cream  colored  brick,  with  dark  red  tile  roof  and  dark  brown  trim- 
mings. The  first  floor  contains  a  large  reception  hall,  offices,  girls' 
parlors,  teachers'  parlor,  boys'  waiting  room  and  a  large  dining  hall 
with  a  capacity  for  seating  five  hundred  students.  There  is  also  n. 
large  conservatory  connected  with  the  dining  room. 
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On  the  second,  third  and  fourth  floors  are  the  girls'  rooms.  These 
are  provided  with  stationar}r  wash  stands  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  and  each  room  has  a  spacious  clothes  press.  The  building 
throughout  is  well  lighted  and  is  constructed  with  due  regard  to 
proper  ventilation.  Steam  heat  is  supplied  from  the  central  heating 
plant.  In  front,  overlooking  the  campus,  are  two  large  verandas, 
which  add  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  and  comfort  of  the  building. 

The  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  girls,  has  been  completely  re- 
modeled and  refurnished  and  will  serve  as  the  boys'  home.  This 
building  has  been  christened  Thaddeus  Stevens  Hall.  A  ten-acre  plot 
of  ground  adjoining  the  campus  was  purchased  and  is  being  fitted  up 
for  an  athletic  field.  With  these  additions  our  plant  is  thoroughly 
equipped  to  do  good  work. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate,  in  any  very  concrete  way,  the  results  of  a 
school's  work  on  its  professional  side,  yet  the  year  has  shown  marked 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  professional  spirit.  The  student  teach 
crs  engaged  in  their  work  with  fine  enthusiasm  and  the  results,  both 
upon  the  pupils  of  the  Model  School  and  the  student  teachers  them- 
selves, were  highly  gratifying.  It  will  be  our  purpose  during  the 
coming  year  to  lay  special  emphasis  upon  the  work  of  training  efficient 
teachers  for  the  public  schools  by  making  the  academic  work  thorough 
and  by  enlarging  the  professional  horizon  of  the  student  teacher. 
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Average    Monthly    Wages    of    Male    Teachers    by    Counties    for    the    School    Year 

Ending  June  7,   1909. 


Allegheny $107  96 

Delaware ,     102  88 

Elk,      90  93 

Lackawanna ,    SO  60 

McKean ,     80  54 

Luzerne 76  71 

Chester,     72  56 

Westmoreland 6S  40 

Cameron ,     68  33 

Cambria ,    67  40 

Montgomery ,    67  24 

Potter,     66  21 

Schuylkill ,    66  07 

Washington,     65  87 

Venango ,     65  77 

Susquehanna ,     65  23 

Blair,     65  22 

Fayette,    63  87 

Warren ,     63  51 

Wayne 63  51 

Carbon 63  08 

Beaver,    62  52 

Bradford 62  08 

Tioga 60  94 

Erie,     60  55 

Lehigh ,    60  15 

Northampton ,     60  07 

Bucks,     59  74 

Northumberland ,      • 5S  94 

Lancaster,     58  46 

Armstrong, 58  05 

Crawford 57  36 

Dauphin , 57  15 

Mercer,    57  13 

Clinton,     57  04 

Sullivan 56  97 

Wyoming,    56  88 

Jefferson ,    56  88 

Clearfield,    56  16 

Centre,    55  73 

Clarion , 55  23 

Butler,     55  06 

Columbia,     54  88 

Pike,    54  69 

Lawrence ,    54  64 

Lebanon ,     54  39 

Mifflin 54  33 

Cumberland ,    54  24 

Forest 54  16 

Somerset,    54  07 
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Greene ,     54  03 

Indiana ,     > 53  95 

Lycoming ,     53  31 

Berks, 53  07 

Franklin ,     52  44 

Montour,     52  08 

Monroe 51  31 

Perry, 50  94 

Adams ,    50  65 

York,    50  34 

Union ,     49  88 

Bedford, 49  68 

Huntingdon ,     49  58 

Juniata ,     48  76 

Snyder,     47  41 

Fulton 45  05 


Average    Monthly    Wages    of   Female   Teachers   by    Counties   for   the    School    Year 

Ending  June  7,  1909. 


Allegheny , 
Washington, 
Delaware, 
Westmoreland. 

Elk, 

Fayette,     , 

Lackawanna , 

McKean, ,    , 

Montgomery,     .  . 

Schuylkill ,     

Lancaster,   , 

Bucks ,     

Cambria,    

Luzerne ,     

Blair,     

Lawrence ,     

Greene,    < 

Chester,     

Lebanon,    

Beaver,      

Venango ,     

Lehigh ,    

Northumberland , 

Montour,     

Clinton,     

Northampton,     .  . 

Bradford ,      

Franklin,     

Forest,     

Berks ,    

Warren ,     


61 

08 

52 

27 

51 

99 

51 

11 

50 

01 

41) 

57 

49 

16 

49 

14 

48 

SO 

48 

56 

48 

40 

48 

33 

48  09 

47 

07 

47 

71 

47 

GO 

47 

55 

47 

52 

47 

42 

47 

41 

47 

20 

47 

27 

47 

23 

47 

14 

47 

05 

47 

01 

46 

SO 

46 

83 

46 

72 

46 

GO 

40 

53 
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Armstrong,      

Cumberland 

Erie,    

Butler 

Crawford ,    

Sullivan ,    

Clarion ,     

Columbia ,      

Lycoming ,     

Indiana ,     

Adams ,     

Juniata 

Mifflin,     

Mercer,      

Comeron ,     

Carbon ,     

York,     

Dauphin 

Monroe 

Potter,      

Jefferson ,     

Tioga 

Susquehanna ,     

Clearfield 

Wayne 

Pike,     

Huntingdon ,     

Wyoming 

Bedford ,      

Perry ,     

Centre 

Union ,      

Fulton,      

Snyder 

Somerset ,     


Off.  Doc. 

46  37 

46  37 

46  30 

46  05 

46  01 

45  94 

45  89 

45  84 

45  72 

45  64 

45  40 

45  37 

45  36 

45  34 

45  32 

45  19 

45  14 

45  01 

44  97 

44  90 

44  84 

44  83 

44  60 

44  41 

44  34 

44  16 

44  09 

44  01 

43  91 

43  85 

43  58 

43  38 

42  74 

42  53 

42  20 

Average    Length    of    the    Annual    School    Term    by    Counties    for    the    School    Year 

Ending  June  7,   1900. 


Allegheny,     9.46 

Delaware 9.45 

Lackawanna 9 .  40 

Montgomery ,     9 .  31 

Luzerne 8 .  93 

Schuylkill,     8.85 

Northampton ,     8 .  84 

Bucks,     8.74 

Chester 8.73 

Dauphin,     8.59 

Northumberland 8.57 

Lehigh ,     8 .49 


No.  5.                                                     STATISTICS.  523 

Erie,     8.47 

Carbon S.3S 

McKean,     S.35 

Berks, 8.35 

Blair,     S.20 

Elk,      8.15 

Beaver ,    8 .  11 

Lawrence ,     8 .  OC 

Washington ,     8 .  05 

Venango,     8.03 

Lebanon ,    7 .  93 

Warren ,     7 .  93 

Lycoming,     7.88 

Mercer, 7.86 

Potter,     7.85 

Westmoreland ,    7 .  84 

Lancaster ,     7 .  84 

Cambria,    7.82 

Montour ,     7 .  76 

Columbia , 7 .  73 

Mifflin,     7.72 

Cumberland ,    7.70 

York ,    7 .  70 

Crawford ,    7.63 

Forest ,     7 .  60 

Clinton 7 .  60 

Bradford,    7.60 

Butler 7.59 

Cameron ,     7.56 

Pike,    7.53 

Fayette ,     7 .  52 

Monroe ,    7 .  50 

Clearfield ,     7 .  50 

Tioga 7.49 

Armstrong ,     7.45 

Jefferson ,     7 .  43 

Wayne,    7.41 

Wyoming 7.40 

Centre, 7. 30 

Union ,     7 .  35 

Perry,    7. 31 

Clarion ,     7.27 

Somerset ,    7 .  25 

Adams ,    7.24 

Franklin 7.23 

Sullivan,     7.21 

Susquehanna ,     7 .  15 

Indiana ,     7 .  13 

Juniata 7 .  13 

Snyder 7.12 

Greene ,    7 .  11 

Bedford ,    7.07 

Fulton 704 

Huntingdon, 6.S9 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX.  SEVEN.  EIGHT.  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  7,   1909. 


County. 
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> 

'S. 
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Eh 

S3 

w 

02 

xn 

E-i 

9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 
1.3. 
14. 
15. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 

30. 
.31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 

35. 

36. 

.37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 

42. 

48. 
44. 
45. 
46. 

•17. 
48. 

;!». 

50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54 . 
55. 

66. 

57. 

58. 
69, 

61. 
62, 
63, 
64 

1,5, 

66 


Adams,    

Allegheny,    

Armstrong,     

Beaver,    

Bedford,  

Berks,    

Blair,    

Bradford,    

Bucks,    

Butler,  

Cambria,    

Cameron,     

Carbon,    

Centre,     

ter,  

Clari  hi,    

Clearfield,    

Clinton,    

Columbia,   

Crawford,   

i  In  nberland,    

Dauphin,    

Delaware,  ..- 

Elk,  

Erie,    

Ftiyctto,    

Forest,     

I  lin,    

Fulton,   

Greene,    

Huntingdon,    

Indima,    

Jefferson,  

Juniata,   

Lackawanna,    — 

T.nnenster,    

Lawrence,    _. 

Lebanon,   

Lehigh,    

T.ii7erne.    

Lycoming,  

Mcltean,   

r,     

Mifflin.    

Monroe,     

Montgomery,  

Montour,   

Northampton,   ... 
Northumberland, 

Perry,    

Pike,  

Potter 

Schuylkill,   

Snyder,    . 

Somerset,     

Sullivan,   

Sus'iuehanna,    ... 

Tioga,    

Union,  

Venango,    

Warren,    

Washington,    — 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland,  - 

\V vi  uning.  

York,  


2 

65 
5 

12 
1 
8 
5 
9 

29 
3 
4 


2 
26 

1 
2 
1 
6 
3 
3 
11 
34 
3 
6 
3 


15 
4 
3 
3 
7 

36 
3 
6 
7 
2 
3 

20 
1 

16 
7 
2 
3 
4 

29 
1 
1 
1 
3 
6 
2 
4 
4 

11 
4 

14 
2 
5 


5 
.30 
6 
12 
3 
8 
5 
9 
11 
11 
17 
3 
4 
6 
45 
7 
8 
7 
3 
15 


7 
11 
II 
4 
3 
1 
3 
2 
4 
8 
2 
12 
13 


28 

9 

36 

28 

34 

43 

18 

37 

5 

42 

36 

5 

8 

27 

2 

29 

41 

23 

23 

45 

21 

22 

~~3 
21 
26 

5 
15 
11 
22 
34 
37 
25 
J  5 
10 
43 
19 

9 
13 
25 
39 

3 
33 

8 
14 
11 
11 

9 
22 
24 

8 
17 
34 
16 
38 

7 
20 
26 
13 
20 

hi 
22 
22 
35 
23 
39 


559   1,431 


35 
117 
47 
62 
41 
61 
28 
57 
51 
56 
57 
8 
24 
35 
74 
37 
51 
32 
32 
63 
32 
39 
42 
13 
38 
43 
9 
19 
12 
25 
47 
41 
34 
17 
39 
61 
27 
21 
25 
75 
52 
21 
48 
14 
20 
63 
12 
38 
37 
30 
12 
31 
80 
18 
45 
13 
43 
41 
15 
34 
31 
66 
30 
72 
32 
68 


27   2,583 


•The  minimum  length  of  school  term  is  seven  months,  un  ess  a  thirteen  mill  tax,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  mills  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes,  will  not  keep  the 
schools  open  that  length  of  time. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX.  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  7,    1909. 


County. 


+a 

O) 

a 

bn 

V. 

Eh 

fc 

W 

CO 

CO 

1.  Adams,    

2.  Allegheny,    2,034 

3.  Armstrong,  

4.  Beaver,   

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks,    335 

7.  Blair,    

8.  Bradford,    

9.  Bucks, 63 

10.  Butler,    

11.  Cambria,    

12.  Cameron,  

13.  Carbon,    30 

14.  Centre,    

15.  Chester,    40 

16.  Clarion,    

17.  Clearfield,    

18.  Clinton,    

19.  Columbia,   

20.  Crawford,    

21.  Cumberland,    

22.  Dauphin,    

23.  Delaware,     92 

24.  Elk,     

25.  Erie,    

26.  Payette,    

27.  Forest,    

28.  Franklin,    

29.  Fulton,    

30.  Greene,    

31.  Huntingdon.    

32.  Indiana,    

33.  Jefferson,     

34.  Juniata,    

35.  Lackawanna,     512 

36.  Lancaster,  139 

37.  Lawrence,    

38.  Lebanon, 

39.  Lehigh,    25 

40.  Luzerne,    191 

41.  Lycoming,        

42.  McKean,   .. 

43.  Mercer,    

44.  Mifflin,     

45.  Monroe,    

46.  Montgomery,  390 

47.  Montour,    

48.  Northampton,  181 

49.  Northumberland,     30 

50.  Perry,    

51.  Pike,  

52.  Potter,    

53.  Schuylkill,    242 

54.  Snyder,   

55.  Somerset,  

56.  Sullivan,     

57.  Susquehanna,    

58.  Tioga,    

59.  Union,     :. 

60.  Venango,    

61.  Warren,    

62.  Washington,    

63.  Wayne,    .. 

64.  Westmoreland,    

65.  Wyoming,    

66.  York,    

4,304 


16 

16 

167 

199 

1,229 

296 

53 



3,612 

76 

23 

280 



379 

191 

30 

152 

373 

10 

24 

271 

24 

329 

58 

32 

438 

863 

283 

31 

183 



497 

116 

46 

275 

10 

447 

177 

96 

40 

376 

90 

46 

245 

381 

205 

76 

384 



665 

38 

27 

65 

98 

31 

65 

5 

229 

36 

38 

226 

300 

221 

252 

10 

523 

9 

33 

225 

267 

88 

93 

357 

538 

30 

52 

108 

3 

193 

95 

12 

171 

278 

114 

70 

306 

490 

62 

56 

171 

289 

381 

61 

151 

593 

376 





468 

63 

124 

38 



225 

333 

92 

195 

620 

99 

245 

362 

706 

44 

45 

89 

44 

49 

275 

368 

4 

78 

82 

24 

216 

240 

35 

156 

63 

254 

51 

317 

368 

15 

124 

224 

363 

13 

100 

113 

305 

69 

41 



927 

70 

77 

497 

783 

169 

25 

149 

343 

95 

100 

120 

315 

250 

39 

154 

468 

859 

65 

138 

6 

1,259 

155 

81 

201 

7 

444 

137 

143 

34 

314 

144 

63 

211 

418 

34 

39 

79 

152 

33 

9 

108 

150 

145 

69 

101 

705 

30 

48 

78 

172 

87 

109 

549 

305 

19 

144 

498 

18 

19 

152 

189 

17 

6 

52 

75 

53 

75 

109 

237 

430 

49 

166 

887 

6 

4 

118 

128 

19 

62 

325 

406 

4 

11 

78 

10 

103 

36 

29 

188 

31 

284 

54 

43 

238 

335 

18 

83 

101 

119 

93 

131 

343 

104 

70 

139 

313 

236 

276 

202 

714 

31 

23 

182 

236 

289 

282 

400 

971 

16 

21 

94 

131 

191 

99 

399 



689 

9,059 

4,304 

11,501 

159 

29,327 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  To  Normal  School  Students  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  June,  1901). 


District. 


Location. 


Amount. 


First,        West    Chester,    $35,265  75 

Second,    Millers ville,    24,096  00 

Third.  Kutztown,    23,046  00 

Fourth,    J  East   Stroudsburg,    18,414  00 

Fifth,    Mansfield,     20,746  50 

Sixth,    Bloomsburg,   !  23,877  00 

th,    Shippensburg,    15,265  50 

tii,    Lock   Haven, |  17,503  50 

.    Indiana.  32,610  00 

T?nth,    California.   20,719  50 

Eleventh,    Slippery    Rod:.    32,061  00 

Twelfth,    Edinboro,   20,865  00 

Thirteenth, Clarion,   18,996  00 


Total, 


$303,465  75 


NOT1".— The  amounts  given  above  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,  the  State  thus 
furnishing  free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public 
schools. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  school  year  ending  June,  1909,  for 

the  Cornplanter  Tndian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river,  in 

Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  C.  S.  Knapp,  superintendent  of 

schools  of  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April 

10,  1905. 

Receipts. 

Siate  apropriation   for   1908 $500  00 

Tuition    from    Elk    township 38  00 

Total,     1538  00 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages,  8  months  at  |50  per  month,. .  |400  00 

Books    and    supplies,    10  16 

I  and  drainage 75  30 

Furniture  for  living  room 7  95 

Cleaning  school  house  and  sewer  work 7  00 

Incidental   expenses 5  60 

Total $512  01 

Balance, ?25  99 

Males.  Females. 

Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  school,  8  13 

Numebr  in  attendance  during  last  month 4  7 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term 70  76 

Fer  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month 60  60 

Cost  per  month  per  pupil,  $2  93 
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PERMANENT  CERTIFICATE  COMMITTEES. 
ADAMS    COUNTY.  CAMBRIA    COUNTY. 


Homer  P.  Troup,   East  Berlin. 
Clayton  P.  Palmer,   Littlestown. 
Maude  Miller,   Hampton. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

T.  K.  Johnson,  Oakmont. 
W.  G.  Gans,  Wilmerding. 
Caroline  Ready,   Tarentum. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  Kittanning. 
Francis  Dixon,   Freeport. 
C.  D.  Doverspike,  Pierce. 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

Frank  A.  Barkley,    Freedom. 
M.  Lily  Carey,    Monaca. 

E.  R.  Gebr,   Monaca. 

BEDFORD   COUNTY. 

J.   M.   Garbuck,    Bedford. 
Cora  Sheeder,   Everett. 
B.  W.  Erhard,   Hyndman. 

BERKS    COUNTY. 

B.   II.  Weidman,    Sinking  Spring. 
Margaret  Bean,   Kutztown. 
J.  Paul  Burkhart,  Bernville. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

F.  A.  Hamilton ,    Bellwood. 
Carrie  E.  Fries,   Claysburg. 

E.  S.  Rice,   Hollidaysburg. 

BRADFORD   COUNTY. 

F.  S.  Woolson,   Camptown. 
Mrs.  C.  R.   Stiles,   Towanda. 
Geo.  E.  Rogers,  Alliens. 

BUCKS    COUNTY. 

Effie  Watson,    Bristol. 

Ella  Darlington,   Doylestown. 

II.  Clayton  Neagley,    Fallsington. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 


J.  C.  Williams,   Hastings. 
R.   H.   Biter,    Gallitzin. 
Katberine  B.   Ivory,   Pat  (on. 

CAMERON   COUNTY. 

C.  E.   Plasterer,    Emporium. 

D.  B.  Peterson,   Cameron. 
Anna  Helmbrecbt,    Driftwood. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

Henry  L.  Sheetz,   Weissport. 

Clara   B.   Werner,    Weatherly. 

T.  L.  Jenkins,   East  Mauch  Chunk. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

J.   E.   Wagner,    Bellefonte. 
H.  C.  Rothrock,    Boalsburg. 
B.  I.  Myers,   Philipsburg. 

CHESTER   COUNTY. 

Elmer  E.  Hess,   Oxford. 

Geo.  W.  Hellyer,  Kennett  Square. 

Alice  P.   Dotterer,    Rosedale. 

CLARION    COUNTY. 

W.  O.  Logue,   Parkers  Landing. 
G.  B.  Whitehill ,  Clarion. 
J.  E.  Myers,   Clarion. 

CLEARFIELD    COUNTY. 

F.  D.  Wingert,   Coalport. 

D.  B.  McCracken,   Brisbin. 
Mary   Reesman,    Curwensville. 

CLINTON    COUNTY. 

John  A.  Young,   Lock  Haven. 
Therese  R.  Dieffenbach,    Renovo. 
John    C.    Smith,    Greenburr. 

COLUMBIA    COUNTY. 

Wm.  C.  Mauser,    Bloomsburg. 
Danl.  J.  Snyder,   Orangeville. 

E.  C.  Seitz,  Catawissa. 

CRAWFORD   COUNTY. 


G.   I'.   Weiglo,    Prospect.  T.  E.  Kingsley,   Townville. 

Isaac  M.  i-yk<>.   Butler,   R.  F.  D.  No.  9.    F.  A.  McKelvey,  Linesville. 
Mary  C.  O'Brien,   Butler.  Ogden  C.  Bole,  Venango. 
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CUMBERLAND   COUNTY. 

John   Hetrick,    West  Fairview. 
Jane   McCullough,    Newville. 
E.  R.  Brunyate,   Shippensburg. 

DAUPHIN    COUNTY. 

H.  B.  Garver,   Middletown. 
G.  W.  Henry,  Penbrook. 
Minnie  L.  Ditty,  Millersburg. 

DELAWARE   COUNTY. 

Mary   H.   Walker,    Wallingford. 

Alice  M.  Yarnall,   Lima. 

J.   Fred   Parsons,    Ridley   Park. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

C.   M.   Rosenberry,   Ridgway. 
Jennie  Jones,  Johnsonburg. 
R.  A.  Reagan,   Kersey. 

ERIE    COUNTY. 

J.  R.  Burns,    Erie. 

Mary  True,    Avonia. 

J.  M.  Morrison,   North  (Jirard. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Frank  Wboolery,    Smithfield. 

11.  Geo.  May,    New  Haven. 
Mabel  Golden,   Dunbar. 

FOREST    COUNTY. 

W.  W.  Mills,   Newmansville,   R.  F.  D. 
Maud  Berlin,   Starr. 
Blanche   Hunter,    Tionesta. 

FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

Ira   M.   Shields,    St.  Thomas. 
\V.   F.  Zumbro,   Chambersburg. 
Louise  Diehl,    Greencastle. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

W.    H.    Rauck,    Hustontown. 
J.   E.  Thomas,    McConnellsburg. 
Blanche  O.  Peck,   Knobsville. 


GREENE  COUNTY. 

E.  F.  Williamson,  Jefferson. 

Albert  King,   Waynesbur::. 

Bessie  Barnette,    Rock  Lick,    W.  Va. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

Xopher  Beck,    Huntingdon. 
Milton  B.  W right,  McAlevy's  Fort. 
Edna  Heffner,   James  Creek. 

INDIANA    COUNTY. 

Lester  Winger,    Indiana. 
Florence  Davis,   Brush  Valley. 
Joseph   E.  Weaver,    Indiana. 

JEFFERSON  ( JOUNTY. 

S.  E.  Downs,   Brookville. 
Tacy  Dempsey,    Reynoldsville. 
Fred  A.  Kohler,  Punxsutawney. 

JUNIATA    COUNTY. 

Geo.  C.  Lyter,  Port  Rojal. 

D.   M.  Marshall,    Nook. 

Mrs.  Clara  B.  Okeson,   Pleasant  View. 

LACKAWANNA    COUNTY. 

John   H.   Campbell,    Carbondale. 
Ella  M.  Drake,  Old  Forge. 
Harry  B.  Anthony,  Peckville. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

Mary   II.    Riddle,    Marietta. 
H.  E.  Gehman,   Ephrata. 
John   F.   Kob,    Elizabethtowu. 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 

•  '.  W.  Cubbison,  Ellwood  City. 
Carrie  L.  Jeffrey,  New  Castle. 
Anna  R.  Perry,   New  Castle. 

LEBANON   COUNTY. 

\Y.  M.  Heilman,   Cleona. 
Clayton  W.  Bachman,   Palmyra. 
Alma  Mae  Light,  Annville. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

•  'has.  A.   Heist,    Allentown,    R.  F.  D. 

No.  4. 
Sarah    J.    Mclntyre,    Catasauqua. 
John  W.  Snyder,   Slatington. 

LUZERNE   COUNTY. 

P.  J.  Manley,   Pittston. 
Harvey  E.  Hoffman,    Freeland. 
George  Ilouck,   Ashley. 
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LYCOMING   COUNTY. 


POTTER  COUNTY. 


Chester   B.   Renn,    South    Williamsport.   A.   B.  Benn,    Galeton. 

Elizabeth  Bird,  Montoursville.  Joseph   Harrington,    Costello. 

H.  A.  Spotts,   Muncy.  Grace  M.  Reynolds,   Coudersport. 


McKEAN  COUNTY. 

Lillie  E.  Royce,  Eldred. 
T.  T.  Allen,  Smethport. 
F.   A.    Berkenstock,    Ludlow. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

I.  A.  Seltzer,   Ringtown. 

E.   J.   O'Donnell,    Girardville. 

Katie   O.   Bolich,    Schuylkill   Haven. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 


J.  B.  Edwards,   Jamestown.  H.   C.  Hendricks,    Selins  Grove. 

Georgiana   Watson,    West   Middlesex.        David  S.   Herrold,    Port  Trevorton. 

F.    M.    McCullough,    Mercer,    R.    F.    D.  S.   M.  Smyser,    Selins   Grove. 
No.  7. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 


W.  H.  Moist,   Ryde. 

J.   W.   Billow,    Lewistown. 

Anna  B.   Smiley,    Yeagertown. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Ramsey,   Stroudsburg. 
Adam  Ulshafer,   Del.   Water  Gap. 
Anna  M.  Edinger,    East  Stroudsburg. 

MONTGOMERY    COUNTY. 
E.    L.    Flack,    Abington. 
Abigail  Wager,    Norristown. 
H.  G.  Allebach,    Centre  Point. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Mont  Derr,    White   Hall. 
Margaret   C.   Madden,    Danville. 
Lewis   H.   Roat,    Danville. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

W.  S.  Mitman,  Easton. 
I.  L.  Kinney,  Portland. 
M.  Alton  Richards,  South  Bethlehem. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Bertha   Surver,    Riverside. 
P.   L.   Donohoe,    Locust   Gap. 
J.   I.  Martin,   Watson  town. 

PERRY    COUNTY. 
J.  Thomas  Fox,   New  Bloomfield. 
J.   L.   L.   Bucke,    Duncannon. 
Elsie   M.    Endslow,    Blain. 

PIKE    COUNTY. 

Thomas    N.    YvToodley,     Matamoras. 
Carrie   L.   Hornbeck,    Dingman's   Ferry. 
Helen  B.   Rowland,    Rowland. 

34—5—1909 


SOMERSET    COUNTY. 

E.    A.    Zook,    Somerset. 

Janet  O.   McKinley,    Elk   Lick. 

W.  W.  Brunei-,    Windber. 

SULLIVAN    COUNTY. 

W.  D.  Hinman,   Dushore. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Gritman,   Nordmont. 

M.    R.    Black,    Estella. 

SUSQUEHANNA   COUNTY. 
A.  A.  Killian ,   Susquehanna. 
Adelaide  Jeffers,    Montrose. 
Mary  Donovan,    Thompson. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 
H.   E.   Raesly,    Wellsboro. 
H.  F.  Walker,   Elkland. 

Carrie  Thomas,    Westfield. 

UNION    COUNTY. 
A.   R.   Gilbert,    Mifflinburg. 
Sadie  Nagle,  New  Berlin. 
Geo.  F.  Clapp,   Allenwood,    R.  F.  D. 

VENANGO    COUNTY. 
J.  F.  McArthur,   Station  1,   Oil  City. 
Susan    Runninger,    Franklin,    R.    F.    D. 

No.    2. 
W.  A.  Peters,    Ronseville. 

WARREN    COUNTY. 

Frank  Heinaman,   Youngsville. 

Sylvia   Ball,    Warren. 

E.    L.    Monroe,    Columbus. 

WASHINGTON    COUNTY. 
II.  L.  Hetherington,   Bentleyville. 
10.   F.    Westlake,    Washington. 
Laura   Molenauer,    Canonsburg. 
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WAYNE    COUNTY. 

J.  F.  Dooley,   Waymart. 
John   D.    Storm,    Ariel. 
Vera    Murray ,    Honesdale. 

WESTMORELAND   COUNTY. 

Retta  Irwin ,  Greensburg. 
J.  S.  Hart,  West  Newton. 
J.   P.    Wiley,    Irwin. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 
Edna  B.   Riethline,    Tunkhannock. 
John  E.  Morgan,   Nicholson. 
A.  Mae  Newberry,    Beaumont. 

YORK   COUNTY. 

E.  M.  Stahl,  Glenville. 

\Y.   W.  Stauffer,  Red  Lion. 

J.    F.    Heilman,    York. 

ALLEGHENY  CITY. 

Ole   Burroughs,    Allegheny. 
Nora    B.    Osburn,    Allegheny. 
L.    H.    Turner,    Allegheny. 

ALLENTOWN    CITY. 

Fannie  McCafferty,  AITentown. 
E.   J.   C.   Flexer,    Allentown. 
II.  S.  Schell,  Allentown. 

ALTOONA    CITY. 

S.  II.  Replogle,  Altoona. 
J.  J.  Hamilton,  Altoona. 
Frieda   Hausser,    Altoona. 

CARBONDALE    CITY. 

P.  M.  Brennan,   Carbondale. 
Ameila  Penckert,    Carbondale. 
Nellie  M.  Killeen,   Carbondale. 

CHESTER   CITY. 

S.    C.    Miller,    Chester. 
Etta  L.  Springer,  Chester. 
Lillian  M.  Dannaker,   Chester. 

DUBOIS    BOROUGH. 

Vena  A.   aweeney,    DuBois. 
L.   H.   Schoch,    DuBois. 
Anna   M.   Black,    DuBois. 

DUNMORE  BOROUGH. 

Dayton  Ellis,  Dunmore. 
T.  E.  Boland,  Dunmore. 
Catherine   Morgan,    Dunmore. 


HARRISBURG  CITY. 

S.  P.  Stambaugh,  Harrisburg. 
Maude  Kennedy,  Harrisburg. 
Carrie  L.  Faries,    Harrisburg. 

HAZLETON   CITY. 

A.  D.  Thomas,  Hazleton. 

Maud  Giles,   Hazleton. 

Anna  C.   Lubrecht,    Hazleton. 

JOHNSTOWN    CITY. 

G.    B.    Murdock,    Johnstown. 
H.   S.   Weller,    Johnstown. 
Mollie   C.   Myers,    Johnstown. 

LANCASTER  CITY. 

Margaret  McCarthy,    Lancaster. 
.Mary    E.   Palmer,    Lancaster. 
II.  E.  Slagenhaup,   Lancaster. 

McKEE SPORT  CITY. 

Bertha  T.  Nill,  McKeesport. 
John  F.  Bower,  McKeesport. 
Edna    L.    Taylor,    McKeesport. 

NANTICOKE  BOROUGH. 

John  Davis,    Nanticoke. 
Claire  M.  Conway,   Nanticoke. 
Hannah   Jones,    Nanticoke. 

OIL   CITY. 

R.  A.  Baum,   Oil  City. 
Margaret  Dickey,    Oil  City. 
Maria   Walters,    Oil    City. 

PITTSBURG   CITY. 

J.    M.    Hammond,    Pittsburg. 
J.  M.  Berkey,  Pittsburg. 
Kate   A.    Barry,    Pittsburg. 

POTTSTOWN    BOROUGH. 
L,    I.    Loveland.    Pottstown. 
\V.  Y.  Fryer,   Pottstown. 
Helen    L.    Shenton,    Pottstown. 

READING   CITY. 

Robert  S.  Birch,  Reading. 
Emma    M.    German ,    Reading. 
Lillie  V.  Shoener,  Reading. 

SCRANTON   CITY. 

Jessie  Kern,    Scranton. 
Julia    McGuigan,    Scranton. 
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SHAMOKIN    BOROUGH. 

S.  F.  Suiter,   Sbamokiu. 

Emily    S.    Johnson,     Shamokin. 

Jere   Reeder ,    Shamokin. 


WIEKES-BARRE  CITY. 

J.    L.    Welter,    Wilkes-Barre. 

Marion    Sturdevant,    Wilkes-Barre. 
Nan  S.  Coughlin,    Wilkes-Barre. 


SHARON   BOROUGH 


J.  D.  Stark,   Sharon. 
O.  W.   Raney,    Sharon. 
Adele  Sarve,   Sharon. 


WILLIAMSPORT  CITY. 

A.  M.  Weaver,    Williamsport. 
Harvey   E.    Stabler,    Williamsport. 
Blanche  P.  Balliet,  Williamsport. 


NUMBER  OF  PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  FROM  JUNE  1, 

TO  JUNE  1,    1909. 


1908, 


Counties. 


No. 


Adams ,    3 

Allegheny ,     70 

Armstrong,     12 

Bedford,    12 

Berks 10 

Blair 10 

Bradford 7 

Bucks ,     4 

Butler,     5 

Cambria 20 

Cameron ,    4 

Carbon,     17 

Centre,    3 

Chester,     24 

Clarion 11 

Clearfield.     30 

Clintou ,     5 

Crawford ,     7 

Cumberland ,     6 

DauphiD 11 

Delaware 10 

Elk 9 

Erie,    25 

Fayette,    34 

Forest 4 

Franklin ,    25 

Fulton,    3 

(jreene 5 

Huntingdon ,     4 

Indiana 50 


Counties. 


No. 


Jefferson G 

Juniata,    12 

Lackawanna ,    19 

Lancaster,    42 

Lawrence,     12 

Lehigh 10 

Luzerne ,    21 

Lycoming ,     30 

Mercer 10 

Mifflin 7 

Monroe 5 

Northampton 12 

Norl  humberland 7 

Perry,    3 

Pike,    1 

Potter 5 

Schuylkill,    13 

Snyder,    8 

Sullivan 5 

Susquehanna , 3 

Venango,     24 

Warren 4 

Washington ,     13 

Wayne ,     7 

Westmoreland ,     22 

Wyoming 4 

York,     18 

Total 763 
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lenoisiAOid  pioq  oqii  .ia'quinx 
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Medical  Department   of   University  of  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

Pennsylvania . 
Medical  Department   of  University  of  Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    

Pittsburg. 
Medical    Department    of   Temple    Uni-  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

versity. 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 

Department    of    Veterinary    Medicine,   Philadelphia,    

University   Of    Pennsylvania. 

COLLEGES  OF   PHARMACY. 
Department      of      Pharmacy,      MediCO-   Philadelphia,     

Chirurgical    Colli 
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University. 
Department  of  Pharmacy,   University  Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    

of  Pittsburg. 
Department  of  Pharmacy,   University  Philadelphia,    
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Chirurgical. 
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LAW   SCH00L8. 
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a    College.    Heaver    Palls.  Beaver,  

Grove  City  Grove  City,' Mercer,  1876 

Haverford    College,    Haverford,    Delaware,    i     : 

Irving    College,    Meehanicsburg,  Cumberland,     1856 

Juniata    College,    Huntingdon,  Huntingdon,  1876 

Lafayette   College,       Easton,    .. „         Northampton,    1824 


18(58 
1826 
1844 

18(58 
1827 

is  u 

is'; 
1864 

1825 
L825 

1858 
1893 
1831 

1827 

1825 

1848 
1740 

1838 

18.")0 
17.V) 

1787 

1810 

1884 

1888 

1897 


1890 


1885 
1817 
1853 

1880 


1783 
1852 
1879 
1884 
1830 
1857 
1878 
182(5 
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TIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOE  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE,    1909. 


Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of   President,    Principal 
Superintendent. 


Baptist,  President,  Rev.  Milton  G.  Evans,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Lutheran,  President,  J.  A.   Singmaster,   D.   D. 

Unitarian,    President,  Franklin    C.    Southworth,    A.    M.,    S. 

T.   B. 

Moravian,    President,  Augustus  Schultze,  D.   D.,   L.   H.  D. 

F.v.    Lutheran,    Dean,    . H.  E.  Jacobs,  D.  D. ,  ,S.  T.  D. ,  LL.  D. 

Reformed,    __' President,   John   O.   Bowman,   D.   D. 


Presbyterian. 


President,   Rev.  James  A.  Kelso,  Ph.  D.,  I).  D 


Sub-Dean,   ,_   Ross  V.  Patterson,  M.  D. 

Dean,    Seneca    Egbert,    M.    D. 


Dean,    ... 

President, 


Dr.   J.   Chris  Lange, 

Russell    H.    Conwell,    D.    D.,    Li..    D. 


William  Trickett. 


United    Evangelical,   President,   James  Daniel  Woodring,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Methodist,    President,  William   II.   Crawford,   D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

Methodist    Episcopal,    President,  William  W.    Poster,   Jr.,    D.   D. 

Undenominational,     President,  M.   Carey  Thomas,   Ph.   D.,    LL.    D. 

Baptist,     President,  John  Howard  Harris,  Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

President,  Robert  Ellis  Thompson,  S.  T.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal,  President,  George  Edward  Reed,  S.  L.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed,    President,   John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D. ,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

President,   

Undenominational,     President,  Isaac  C.  Ketler,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Friends,     President,  Isaac  Sharpless,  Sc.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Lutheran,     President,  E.    C.    Campbell,   A.    M.,    Ph.    D. 

Church  of  the  Brethern,  Acting   President,    J.    Harvey    Brumbaugh.    A.    M. 

Presbyterian,     President,  Ethelbert     Dudley     Warfield,    D.      D.. 

LL.    D. 
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Location. 

3 

c 
o 

C3 

Name 

of  Institution. 

City  or  Town. 

County. 

a 

o  .£ 

_> 

"5 

C  "O 

q 

0 

_> 
c3 
P 

Lebanon  Valley  College, 


Annville,    Lebanon, 


1867 


Lehigh  University,  South  Bethlehem,   --  Northampton, 

Moravian  College,  Bethlehem,    Northampton, 

Muhienburg   College,   Allentown,    Lehigh,    

Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  Adams,    

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women, Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    

Pennsylvania  Military  College,  Chester,  Delaware,    

Pennsylvania  State  College,  State   College,   Centre,     

St.  Vincent  College,  Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

Susquehanna   University,   Selinsgrove,    Snyder,    

Swarthmore  College,  Swarthmore.  Delaware,    

Temple  University,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

The  College  of  St.  Thomas, Villanova,    Delaware,    

Thiel   College,    Greenville,    Mercer,     

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    . 

University  of  Pittsburg,  Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    

Ursinus   College,    Collegeville,    Montgomery,    . 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  .__  Washington,  Washington,     - 

Waynesburg   College,    Waynesburg,    Greene,    

Westminster    College,    New    Wilmington,    ..  Lawrence,     

Wilson    College,    Chambersburg,    _____  Franklin,    


1S65 

1866 

1801 

1858 

18G7 

1867 

1832 

1832 

1869 

1858 

1862 

1856 

1855 

1S41 

1870 

1858 

1858 

1869 

1864 

1884 

1888 

1866 

1870 

1740 

1763 

1787 

1819 

1868 

1869 

1780 

1802 

1851 

18.50 

1852 

1852 

1870 

1869 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


...   President,   Lawrence    Keister,    A.    B..,    D.    D.,    S. 

T.  B. 

President,  Henry  S.  Drinker,  E.  M.,  LL.  D. 

President,  Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D.,  L.  H.  D. 

President,  John  A.  W.   Haas,  D.  D. 

President,  S.  G.  Hefelbower,  D.     D. 

President,  H.  D.   Lindsay. 

President,  Charles  Eliot  Hyatt,   C.   E. 

President,  Edwin  Erie  Sparks,  M.  A.,  Ph.  D. 

Director,   Rt.  Rev.   Leander  Schnerr,  O.  S.  B. 

President,  Rev.    Charles  T.   Aikens,   D.   D^ 

President,  Joseph  Swain,  B.  L.,  M.  8.,  Lij.  D. 

President,  Russell  H.  Conwell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

President,  Lawrence  A.  Delurey,  D.  D.,  O.  S.  A. 

Dean,    O.  P.  W.  Bert,  A.  M. 

Provost,    Charles  C.   Harrison,   LL.   D. 

Chancellor,       ..    Samuel     Black     McCormick,     D.     D., 

LL.  D. 

President,  A.  Edwin  Kelgwin,  D.  D. 

President,  James  D.  Mon'att,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

President,  Alvin  Fayette  Lewis,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

United  Presbyterian,  President,  Robert  McNulty  Russell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President,    M.  H.  Reaser. 


United  Brethren,  __. 

Non-sectarian,     

Moravian,    

Lutheran,  

Lutheran,  

Non-denominational, 
Inter-denominational 
Roman  Catholic,   __. 

Lutheran,     

Friends,  

Non-sectarian,    

Catholic,   

Lutheran,   

Undenominational, 
Non-sectarian,    

Reformed,    

Presbyterian, 
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REPORTS  OF  DEANS  OF  STATE  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 


Mountain  Summer  Assembly,  Ebensburg,  Cambria  County. 
GEO.  D.  ROBB,  Dean. 

The  Mountain  Summer  Assembly,  one  of  tbe  three  summer  schools 
under  State  supervision,  held  its  annual  session  of  four  weeks  from 
July  5th  to  July  31st,  1909. 

The  work  done  by  the  faculty  and  students  was  highly  creditable. 
The  evening  entertainments  were  of  a  literary  and  educational  charac- 
ter. In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  work  done  at  the  summer  schools  of 
the  State  is  as  helpful  and  important  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  more  teachers  do  not  avail  themselves  of  such 
splendid  opportunities.  I  am  confident  that  if  the  superintendents 
of  the  State  would  strongly  urge  their  teachers  to  attend,  these  schools 
would  do  the  work  they  are  designed  and  expected  to  do,  and  would 
have  a  far-reaching  influence  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

My  observation  leads  me  to  believe  that  in  some  communities  the 
educational  standard  for  teachers  is  very  low.  I  believe  our  children 
are  entitled  to  the  best  equipment  and  training  that  is  possible  for 
teachers  to  get.  Next  year  we  hope  to  be  able  to  offer  the  best  possi- 
ble courses  for  teachers  in  Primary,  Grammar  and  High  Scbool 
grades.     Specialists  in  these  subjects  will  be  engaged. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  appreciation  to  tbe  Department 
and  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mountain  Summer  Assembly  for  all 
the  courtesies  shown  during  mv  administration  as  Dean. 


Pennsylvania  Chautauqua,  Mt.  Gretna,  Lebanon  County. 
M.  G.  FILLER,  Dean. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Summer 
School  held  in  connection  with  the  Eighteenth  session  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Cbautauqua. 

The  enrollment  was  the  largest  in  our  history — 176  teachers  and  97 
non-teachers,  an  increase  of  31  in  the  number  of  teachers  in  attend- 
ance. A  marked  seriousness  of  purpose  and  desire  to  improve  op- 
portunities prevailed. 

This  increased  enrollment  has  overtaxed  our  facilities,  and  several 
^lin  desired  to  attend  were  unable  to  secure  accommodations.  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  management  to  add  largely  to  the  plant  before 
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next  season  by  enlarging  and  improving  both  recitation  and  dormitory 
facilities. 

Several  of  the  County  and  City  Superintendents  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania visited  the  school  by  invitation  and  addressed  the  assembled 
teachers  on  present-day  problems.  This  departure  from  the  practice 
of  previous  years  proved  very  helpful  and  inspiring  to  all. 

The  session  just  closed  has  very  much  deepened  a  conviction  born 
ot  my  eight  years'  connection  with  this  work  that  such  summer  schools 
have  a  real  value.  They  offer  the  teacher  a  vacation  and  wholesome 
recreation  at  a  moderate  price;  they  give  him  instruction  along  gen- 
eral lines  and  particularly  new  ideas  as  to  the  best  and  most  approved 
methods  of  teaching;  and  they  secure  for  him  that  deeper  apprecia- 
tion of  the  power  and  dignity  of  his  profession  which  is  secured  by 
contact  with  other  teachers  and  by  a  frank  discussion  of  educational 
problems. 


Pocono  Pines  Assembly,  Pocono  Pines,  Monroe  County. 
J.  H.  MOKGAN,  Dean. 

The  Pocono  Pines  Summer  School  was  held  during  July  opening  on 
the  fifth  and  closing  on  the  thirty-first  of  the  month  The  enrollment 
was  not  large  but  was  from  a  wide  stretch  of  territory.  The  great 
majority  of  the  teacher-pupils  of  the  school  came  from  Philadelphia 
and  from  other  parts  of  the  State  the  attendance  was  scattering. 

Nature  study  courses  are  always  popular  at  the  school  probably  be- 
cause of  the  unusual  wealth  of  material  everywhere  at  hand  for  the 
enrichment  of  such  courses,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  interest  that  quite 
a  number  of  city  teachers  wished  to  take  and  did  take  courses  in  agri- 
culture. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  changes  but  slightly  from  year  to  year  as  it 
is  the  policy  of  the  management  to  continue  successful  teaching. 
There  were  in  the  faculty  this  year  representatives  from  some  of  the 
leading  colleges  and  high  schools  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
Maryland,  and  the  work  of  the  classes  was  never  better  conducted. 
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Superintendent  of  'Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFKR. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 

A.  D.  Glenn  and  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.   M.   McNeal,   Financial  Clerk-  U.  G.  Fry,  Statistical  Clerk- 

H.   H.  FlEISHER,  Recording  Clerk-  J-   O.  Knauss,   Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds, 
Miss  Edith  L,.  Breitinger. 

High  School  Inspectors. 


W.  S.   Hertzog, 


C.  D.  Koch. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 


Principal 


Postoffice. 


First , 
Second , 
Third, 
Fourth , 
Fifth, 
Sixth, 
Seventh 
Eighth , 
Ninth, 
Tenth , 
Eleventh, 
Twelfth,    . 
Thirteenth, 


George  M  Philips ,    ... 

E.  O.  Lyte,    

A.  C.  Rothermel,    .... 

E.  L.  Kemp ,    

Andrew  Thomas  Smith 

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,   

Samuel  A.   Martin,    .. 
J.  R.  Flickinger, 
James  E.  Ament,    .... 

H.  B.  Davis ,    

Albert    E.    Maltby,     .. 

John  F.   Bigler,    

J.  George  Becht,    .... 
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West  Chester. 

Millersville. 

Kutztown. 

E.   Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock  Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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Adams, 

Allegheny,    

Armstrong,    

Beaver,    

Bedford,   

Berks,    

Blair, 

Bradford,  

Bucks,    

Butler,    

Cambria,    

Cameron,   

Carbon,  

Centre. 

Chester,    

Clarion,  

Clearfield,  

Clinton,  

Columbia,    

Crawford,    

Cumberland,  

Dauphin,  

Delaware,    

Elk,    

Erie,    

Fayette,    

Forest,  

Franklin,  

Fulton,    

Greene,  

Huntingdon,  

Indiana, 

JeH'erson,    

Juniata, 

Lackawanna,    ._. 

Lancaster,   

Lawrence,  

Lebanon,    .. 

Lehigh,    

Luzerne,  

Lycoming,    

McKean,    

Mercer,  

Mifflin,  

Monroe,  

Montgomery,    _.. 

Montour,    

Northampton,   .. 
Northumberland , 

Perry,  

Pike,   

Potter.  

Schuylkill,    

Snyder,    

Somerset,    

Sullivan,    

Susquehanna,  ... 

Tioga,    

Union,    

Venango,    

Warren,  

Washington,   

Wayne,    

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming,    

York,    


H.   Milton  Roth,   Gettysburg,  

Samuel  Hamilton, Braddock,    

W.  A.   Patton, Elderton,    

David  C.  Locke,  Monaca,    

Victor  E.   P.   Barkman,   ...    Bedford,    

Eli  M.  Rapp,  Reading,    

T.   S.   Davis,   Altoona,    

Herbert  S.   Putnam,  _,  Towanda,  

Jacob  Harry  Hoffman, ;  Dovlestown,    

R.   S.   Penfleld,  -    Butler,    

Herman  T.   Jones,   Ebensburg,    

Mattie  M.   Collins,   Emporium,    

James  J.  Bevan,  Mauch    Chunk,    . 

David  O.  Etters,  ._.    State   College,   .. 

George  W.   Moore,  Ercildoun,    

N.  E.   Heeter,   Clarion,  

William  E.   Tobias,   Clearfield,  

Ira  N.    McCloskey,   Lock  Haven,    ... 

William  W.   Evans,   Bloomsburg,   

John  D.   Goodwin,   Meadville,     

J.  Kelso  Green,  Carlisle.   

H.  V.  B.  Garver,  Middletown,    ... 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  Media,    

J.   W.   Sweeney,   Saint   Marvs,    ... 

I.   H.   Russell,   North   East,   ... 

Clement  Gregg  Lewellyn,   ..    Brownsville,    ... 

D.   W.   Morrison,  Tionesta,    

L.    E.    Smith,    Chambersburg, 

B.  C.    Lamberson,   McConnellsburg, 

John   C.   Stewart,   Jefferson,    

J.    G.   Dell, Huntingdon,  ... 

James  F.   Chapman,  Indiana.    

L.   Mayne  Jones,  Brookville,   

Josiah  H.  Deen,  Academia,    

J.   C.   Taylor,  Rcranton,    

M.   J.   Brecht,   Lancaster,    

\V.    Lee  Gilmore,  New  Castle, 

John   W.    Snoke,   Lebanon.    

Ahin   Rupp,   Allen  town,    

Prank  P.  Hopper,  WiLkes-Barre,   -. 

G.  B.  Milnor,  Money,  

Burdette  S.  Bayle,  i  Smethport,    

F.    F.    Foltz,   Mercer.   

James  F.  Wills, j  Belleville,    

F.  Koehler,  j  Stroudsburg,    .. 

J.  Horace  Landis, Norristown,   

Charles  W.  Derr,  Washintrtonville, 

G.  A.  Grim, Nazareth,    

Wallace  W.   Fetzer,   |  Sunbury,  

Daniel  A.   Kline,  New  Bloomfield, 

Lucian  Westbrook,  >  Matamoras,    ... 

R.  O.  Welfling,  Coudersport,    .. 


Livingston  Seltzer, 
Thomas  A.  Stetler,  ... 
Daniel  W.  Seibert,  ... . 
J.  E.  Reese  Killgore, 
George  A.   Stearns,   . 


Pottsvillc, 
Middleburg, 
Somerset,    .. 
Dnsbore,   ... 
Kingsley, 


W.    R.    Longstreet,    Mansfield, 


William  W.   Spigelmyer, 
Dallas  W.  Armstrong, 

Clyde  S.  Knapp,  

L.    R.   Crumrine,   

J.  J.  Koehler,   

Robert  C.  Shaw 

Frank  H.   Jarvis,   

C.   W.   Stine 


Millmont, 

Franklin,    

Warren,  

Washington,  . 
Honesdale,  _ 
Greensburg.  . 
Tunkhannock, 
York 


$1,500  00 
9,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,800  00 
1 ,768  00 
2,500  00 
2,000  00 
2,500  00 
2,200  00 
1,800  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,100  00 
1,692  00 
3,000  00 
1,636  00 
2,400  00 
1,600  00 
2,000  00 
1,942  00 
1,750  00 
2,000  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 
2,000  00 
3,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,700  00 
1.000  00 
1,576  00 
1,564  00 
2,000  00 
2,100  00 
1,070  00 
3,500  00 
3,000  00 
1 ,  500  oo 
1,800  00 
2,200  00 
5,000  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1 ,800  00 
3.000  00 
1 , 500  00 
2,100  00 
1,800  00 
1,450  00 
1,500  00 
1,600  00 
3,500  00 
1,135  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,668  00 
2,000  00 
1,015  00 
2,100  00 
1,720  00 
2,000  00 
1,600  00 
4,000  00 
1,600  00 
2,500  00 
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City,      Borough      or 
Township. 


Allegheny,    

AJlentown,   

Altoona,    

Archbald,    

Ashland,    

Bangor,  

Beaver  Falls,  

Bethlehem,  

Braddock,    

Bradford,  

Bristol,    

Butler,    

Carbondale,    

Carlisle,  

Chambersburg,    

Charleroi,  

Cheltenham   township    (Mont- 
gomery Co.),  

Chester,  

Coal  township,    (Northumber- 
land Co.),  — 

Coatesville,    _. 

Columbia,    

Connellsville,    — 

CoDshohoeken,    

Corry;    

Danville,    

Darby,   

DuBois,    

Dunmore,    

Easton,    

Erie,    

Franklin,  

Greensburg.  

Greenville,    

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,  

Hazleton,    

Hazle  township  (Luzerne  Co.), 

Homestead,  

Huntingdon,  

Jeannette,    

Johnstown,    

Kane, 

Kittanning,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford,  

Lebanon,  

Lewistown, 

Lock  Haven,   

Lower    Merion    Twp.     (Mont- 
gomery   Co.),    

MeKeesport,    

McKees  Rocks,  

Mahanoy  City,   

Mahanoy     township     (Schuyl- 
kill  Co.),   

Meadville,  ... .. ^ 

Middletown,    

Milton,  

Monessen,  

Mount  Carmel,  

Nantieoke,   

New  Brighton,  

New  Castle,  

Newport     township     (Luzerne 

County),  

Norristown,     

Northampton,    

Oil  City,  

Old  Forge,  

Olyphant,  

Philadelphia,    

Phoenixville,  

Pittsburg.  

Pottstown,  

Pottsville,    


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


John   Morrow,   

Francis  D.   Raub,   . 

H.  H.  Baish,  

William  A.  Kelly,  .. 
William  C.  Estler, 
John  W.  Gruver,  .. 
Andrew  Lester, 


Allegheny,    $5 

Allentown,    2 

Altoona,    2 

Archbald,    1 

Ashland,    1 

Bangor,  1 

Beaver    Falls,    1 

Fred.  W.  Robbins,  '  Bethlehem,     2 

Grant   Norris,    1  Braddock,    _ 


Edward  E.   Sehermerhorn,. 

Louise  D.   Baggs,   

John  A.  Gibson,  

Thomas   L.    Gilmartin,    .. 

John  C.   Wagner,   

Samuel  Gelwix,  

James  G.   Pentz,  


Bradford,  2 

Bristol,    1 

Butler,    2 

Carbondale,    1 

Carlisle,  1 

Chambersburg,    1 

Charleroi,  1 

William  G.  Cleaver, Elkins  Park,     2 

Thomas   S.    Cole,    Chester,  2 

S.   C.   Tocum,   Shamokin,    1 

Wm.   Truman  Gordon,    Coatesville,    .      .  1 

Daniel  Fleisher,  Columbia,    1 

W.  S.  Deffenbaugh,  Connellsville,    1 

E.   B.   Ziegler,  Conshohocken,    1 

Virgil  G.    Curtis,   Corry,    .    1 

D.    N.    Dieffenbacher,    Danville, ZZ__ZZZZZ_ZZ  1 

Charles  P.   Sweeny,   Darby     '""""""  """  — —  ^ 

J.    H.   Alleman,   DuBois; "ZZZZ         .    V-  2 

Charles  F.  Hoban,  Dunmore,  _„ 1 

Wm.  C.  Cottingham, j  Easton,   '  .11.1  ZZ  1  '"  2 

H.   C.    Missimer,   Erie      '    ""    "  """"  g 

N.  P.  Kinsley,  Franklin7~-Z!ZZIZZZ]  2 

Thomas  S.   March,  ]  Greensburg,      .  3 

Grant  B.  Gerberich,  ;  Greenville    '"""""""      ""  j 

Joseph  C.   Carey,   1  Hanover,'  ZZZ  ".  1 

Frederick  E.  Dowries,  ,  Harrisburg,     2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 


David  A.    Harman,    '  Hazleton, 

Joseph  B.   Gabrio,   ;  Hazleton,'    . 

James  M.   Norris,   1  Homestead, 


E.  R.   Barclay, 

Theo.  B.  Shank,  

James  N.  Muir, 

Thomas  G.  McCleary, 

F.  W.   Goodwin,   

R.   K.   Buehrle,   

Elmer  E.   Kuntz, 

Edgar  Reed,   

William  F.  Kennedy, 
Edward  S.   Ling,  


Homer  J.  Wightman, 

J.   B.   Richey,   

F.   H.   Powers,  

W.  N.   Ehrhart,  


Frank  J.   Noonan, 

R.  H.  Bellows,  

H.   J.    Wickey,    

W.  A.  Wilson,  .... 
Thomas  E.  Lytle,  . 

S.  H.  Dean,   

A.  P.  DifTendafer,  . 
Clyde  C.  Green,  ... 
Thomas  A.  Kimes, 


H.   U.  Nyhart,  

Allen  S.  Martin, 

W.  D.  Landis, 

James  J.   Palmer,  

Francis  R.   Coyne,   

M.  W.   Cummings,  

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  .. 

Robert  E.  Laramy,  

Samuel  Andrews, 

W.  W.  Rupert,  

Stephen  A.   Thurlow,   


Huntingdon 
Jeannette, 

Johnstown,    2 

Kane,    2 

Kittanning,    1 

Lancaster,    2 

Lansford,   1 

Lebanon,    2 

Lewistown,    1 

Lock  Haven,   1 

Ardmore,    3 

MeKeesport,    3 

McKees  Rocks,  2 

Mahanoy  City,  1 

Saint  Nicholas,  1 

Meadville,   1 

Middletown,    1 

Milton,  1 

Monessen,  1 

Mount  Carmel,  1 

Nanticoke,    2 

New  Brighton,  2 

New   Castle,    2 

Glenlyon,    2 

Norristown,  2 

Siegfried,    1 

Oil  City,  2 

Old    Forge,    l 

Olyphant i 

Philadelphia,    7 

Phoenixy_ille,  l 

Pittsburg,    6 

Pottstown,    l 

Pottsville l 


000  00 
500  00 
000  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
800  00 
000  00 
400  00 
000  00 
000  00 
600  00 
800  00 
550  00 
200  00 
700  00 

400  00 
200  00 

800  00 
750  00 
600  00 
800  00 
500  00 
600  00 
200  00 
500  00 
000  00 
920  00 
000  00 
600  00 
000  00 
000  00 
600  00 
500  00 
800  00 
500  00 
100  00 
400  00 
350  00 
800  00 
500  00 
100  00 
700  00 
000  00 
500  00 
000  00 
400  00 
200  00 

000  00 
000  00 
250  00 
650  00 

800  00 
800  00 
080  00 
800  00 
800  00 
650  00 
400  00 
000  00 
000  00 

000  00 
500  00 
400  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
800  00 
000  00 
600  00 
800  00 
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Punxsutawney,    

Radnor    township     (Delaware 

County),  

Reading,   

Rochester, — 

Scranton,   

Shamokin,    

Sharon,    

Shenandoah,  

South  Bethlehem,   

South  Sharon,  

Steelton,   

Sunbury,  

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum,    

Taylor,    

Titusville,    

Tyrone,    

Uniontown,    

Washington,  

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester, 

Wilkes-Barre,    

Wilkinsburg,  

Williamsport,     

Winton,  

York,  


Jackson,  Punxsutawney,   1,500  00 

George  H.  Wilson,  '  Wayne,    2,400  00 

Charles  S.  Foos,  Reading,    3,000  00 

Orrin  C.  Lester Rochester,    1,600  00 

George    Howell,    Scranton,    4,000  00 

Joseph  Howerth,  :  Shamokin,   2,000  00 

Samuel  H.   Hadley,   Sharon,    2,000  00 

J.  W.Cooper, \  Shenandoah,  2,000  00 


Owen  R.  Wilt, 
L.  R.  Eckles, 
L.   E.   McGinnes, 


South  Bethlehem, 1,500  00 

South  Sharon, 1,600  00 

Steelton,   2,250  00 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger,  Sunbury,    ...  1,800  00 

J.   F.  Derr, Tamaqua,    1,500  00 

Andrew  Doak  Endsley,    Tarentum,    2,333  00 

M.  J.  Lloyd Taylor, 1,500  00 

Henry  Pease,   Titusville,    2,250  00 

H.  S.  Fleck Tyrone,   1,400  00 

C.   J.   Scott,  Uniontown,   2,300  00 

William  Krichbaum,  Washington,    2,500  00 

J.  H.  Reber,  Waynesboro,    1,500  00 

Addison  L.   Jones,  West  Chester,   2,500  00 

James  M.   Coughlin,   Wilkes-Barre,    4,000  00 

James  L.  Allison,  I  Wilkinsburg,  2,700  00 

Charles    Lose,    Williamsport,  2,500  00 

John  J.  Judge,  Winton,     1,500  00 

Atreus   Wanner,    !  Vork,    2,250  00 
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Allegheny ,     
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Beaver,      
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Berks ,    

Blair,     

Bradford ,    

Bucks ,     , 

Butler,     

Cambria ,     

Cameron ,     

Carbon ,     

Centre ,     

Chester,     

Clarion ,     

Clearfield,     

Clinton ,     

Columbia , 

Crawford ,     

Cumberland ,     , 

Dauphin ,     , 

Delaware ,     

EIk,     

Erie ,    

Fayette ,     , 

Forest ,     , 

Franklin ,     

Fulton ,    , 

Greene ,    

Huntingdon ,     

Indiana ,    

Jefferson 

Juniata ,     

Lackawanna ,    

Lancaster ,     

Lawrence ,     

Lebanon ,     

Lehigh 

Luzerne ,     
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Lycoming,      SI  426 
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Mifflin ,     85  436 

Monroe,     88  43S 

Montgomery ,     91  440 

Montour,     93  444 
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Northumberland ,     96  450 

Perry,     97  454 

Pike,    99  458 

Potter,     100  460 

Schuylkill ,      102  464 

Snyder 105  470 

Somerset ,    107  472 

Sullivan ,     110  476 

Susquehanna ,     Ill  478 

Tioga 113  482 

Union,     114  486 

Venango IIS  488 

Warren ,     119  492 

Washington ,     123  496 

Wayne,     126  500 

Westmoreland ,     128  504 

Wyoming,     130  508 

York,      134  512 
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\S Allegheny ,     

Allentown 

^y  . Altoona ,    

Arch  bald ,    

Ashland ,    

Bangor,     

v/ Beaver   Falls ,    

Bethlehem 

x/Braddock,     

Bradford ,      

""  Bristol 

^Butler,     •  • 

Carbondale ,    

Carlisle ,     

Chambersburg,     

V^Charleroi ,    •  • 

Cheltenham  township  (Montgomery  Co.), 
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Chester,     155 
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Coatesville 158 

Columbia , 159 

Conshohocken ,    1G0 

i/Corry •  • 160 

Danville 164 

Darby 166 
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Dunmore , 169 

Easton,     169 

Erie , 171 

l/Franklin ,     173 

l/Greensburg , 174 

^/Greenville ,     176 

Hanover, 177 
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Hazleton ,    179 
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^Homestead 1S2 

\y  Huntingdon ,    1S3 

1/  Jeannette ,     ■  ■ 1S5 

l/tfohnstown ,     185 

(/Kittanning,     •■....  188 

Lancaster ,     190 

Lansford ,     •  • •. .  191 
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Lewistown , 193 
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Lower  Merion  township  (Montgomery  Co.) 196 
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Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill   Co.) ,    201 

^Meadville , 203 

Middletown 205 

Milton ,     •  • 206 

v'Monessen ,     207 

Mt.  Carmel , 207 

Nanticoke,     209 

^New   Brighton , 210 

v  New  Castle,    212 

Newport   township   (Luzerne  Co.) ,    213 

No  rristown ,     215 

Northampton , 216 

Oil    City •  •  •  •  217 

Old    Forge,     218 

Olyphant,    •  • 21S 

Phoenixville,     219 

^Pittsburg •  •  •  ■  220 

Pottstown ,    221 

Pottsville 222 

i/Punxsutawney,     225 
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Radnor  township   (Delaware  Co.) ,    226 

Reading,     226 

Rochester,     233 

Scranton ,    234 

Shamokin , 235 

.    Sharon ,     236 

Shenandoah 237 

South    Bethlehem ,     238 
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Steelton ,    240 
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Tamaqua ,    243 

\/Tarentum ,     244 
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Uniontown , 248 

v  '"Washington ,     250 
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Wilkes-Barre , 255 

VWilkinsburg,     .. 259 
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Winton ,     262 

York 263 
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Bloomsburg, 272 
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California 276 

Slippery  Rock 278 
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Clarion 281 
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